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PBEFACE 

In presenting this bistury to the public, I will state that at the 
request of a number of our people, and after formal aetion on the sub- 
jeet by the yoters of the town in town meeting, I reluctantly consented 
to play the role of a historian by carrying forward a task left unftn* 
ished by the decease of our highly esteemed fellow townsman, the 
late M. E. Goddard, whose scholarly attainments and deep interest in 
the subject eminently fitted him for preparing' this work. 

In the preparation of this {)en picture of our town I have used the 
« material prepared by my predecessor in the undertaking, and such 
other matter as the limited time at my control has enabled me to 
secure, striving, at the time, to present a correct, though not graphic, 
presentation of the subject. 

In these pages the reader thereof will find the history of our Nor- 
wieh from the time of the first meeting of the grantees of this newly 
granted township, held at the house of William Waterman, innkeeper, 
at Mansfield, Conn., in the summer of 1761, and within a little more 
than a month subsiBquent to the signing of the town's charter by the 
royal governor of the Province of New Hampshire ; and the onward 
developing factors that were to crystallize into a well organized com- 
munity; as, also, sketches of some of the families who early settled in 
town, and of individuals whose career in life added lustre to their 
home town, and warrants mention of them in this work ; with illustra* 
tions of persons and places, and incidents of varied character in the 
town's life. 

Circumstances have forced me to reduce, somewhat, from what I had 
previously intended, the contents of this history, by leaving unpub- 
lished some material already prepared for the work. Although the 
absence of that matter may detract somewhat from the interest of the 
work, it will not materially reduce its worth, historically. 

In conclusion I will express a hope that this story— though a tale 
not well told in all its parts — ^may be both instructive and interesting 
to its readers^ and that their mantle of charity may overcast the defects 
that may appear in the form of its presentation. H. V. P. 

Norwich, Yermont, 
October, 1905. 

a 
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CHAPTER 1 



NORWICH AN INDEPENDENT TOWNSHIP 

A. D. 1 761-1782 

"Town meetings axe to liberty what primary schools are to science: they bring it 
widlin the people's reach ; they teach men how to use and how to enjoy it.** 

D* Totquemlie. 

In Ameriea the germ of political organization is the Township — 
older than the County, older than the State. In New England we find 
towns established as independent eommunitieSy endowed with distino- 
tiire rights and priyileges, as early as the middle of the seventeenth 
century. 

It is to these town governments that we must look for the foundation 
of republican liberty— to the town meeting, where all citizens meet 
on a plane of equality to choose their local officers and manage their 
local affairs. Here is the firm basis upon which all free institutions 
can rest 

Balph Waldo Emerson once proposed that the records of a New 
England town should be printed and presented to the governments of 
Europe — to the English nation as a thank-offering and as a certificate 
of the progress of the Saxon race; to the continental nations as a 
lesson of humanity and love. 

Be Tocquevitle said that the government of a New England town- 
ship was the best specimen of a pure democracy that the world has 
ever seen. 

The town charters granted by New Hampshire conferred upon the 
inh^itants of eai^ township, from its first oi^anization, the right 
of self government in town meeting, by the election of town officers 
and (leaeral direction of town affairs, 
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Such, also, had long been the praetice in<Conneetieut, from wbemce 
a large proportiou of all the early settlers had ^mgrated to their 
new homes in the New Hampshire Grants. 

The royal decision of Jnly 20, 1764 whieh extended the boundary 
of New York to the west bank of the Connectieut Biver, soon re- 
sulted in the practical relinquishment 1^ New Hampshire of all claims 
to jurisdiction over these infant settlements. New York never sue* 
ceeded in establishing her authority over them, and the people were 
thus left for nearly twenty years solely to the town meeting and the 
officers therein chosen for the protection of life and liberty, as well 
as for the management of th^ir local affairs. 

It is a curious fact in the history of Norwich that the town was 
organized and officered before it contained a single inhabitant, and 
before the first white man had entered it for the purpose of settle- 
ment. It illuslrates the aptitude of our ancestors for self government, 
and their dependence on law and order as a necessary basis for dvil 
society. 

The first town meeting was held at Mansfield, Conn., on the same 
day (August 26, 1761) on which the proprietors of the town met and 
organized for business, and was composed, beyond doubt, of the same 
persons. The following is its brief record: — 

''At a Town Meeting of the Grantees of Norwich held on Wed- 
nesday ye 26 Day of August 1761 at the House of M*" Will" Water- 
man in Mansfield — Eliezar Wales being moderator of s* meeting — 

"1 Voted that Eliezar Wales should be Town Clerk for the Current 
year — 

"2 Voted Sami West Capt Abner Barker Major Joseph Stores 

Select Men for the Current year — 
"3 Voted Andrew Crocker Constable— 

''6 Voted that the next nnuel town meeting should be held at the 
dwelling House of Mr. W™ Waterman." 

From the date of this meeting the records of the town are contin- 
uous and unbroken to the present time, except that there are no 
records of freemen's mectinrf preserved prior to the year 1794 It is 
thought that there are few towns in the State whose ofiicial recordia 
are more complete or in better condition. Previous to 1778 these are 
OPt origini^ entries, however, but t)i§ mords of preceding years were 
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transcribed and compiled (from loose sheets, probably,') by Abel Cur- 
tis, then town clerk, in a clear, bold handwriting, into a larjie folio 
volume given to the town by Captain Elisha Burton for that purpose. 
The annual town meeting in Norwich was generally held on the second 
Tuesday of March — sometimes still later in the month — in conformity 
to the custom in New Hampshire, the parent state, until about 1847, 
when the time was changed to the first Tuesday, as is now the uni- 
versal practice in Vern iit. 

Town meetings conlinued to be holden at the house of Wm, Water- 
man in Mansfield, annually, for the choice of officers, until 1768, when 
the first town nieeting within the towTi of Norwich was held at the 
house of Joseph Hatch, on the second Tut.sday of March. At this 
meeting, in a Idition to the officers mentioned in the record above, 
Elisiiu I'aiUidge was ehosen tithingman, and Peter Thatcher, Heze- 
kiah fJohnson, Thomas Murdock, and Jacob Burton, fence viewers. 
Nathan i\IesseDger acted as moderator and Thomas Murdock as clerk. 
Medad Benton was chosen constable, an office that he held both the 
preceding and following years. In 1769, John Hatch was elected 
town clerk, and was re-elected each year till 1780, with the exception 
of the year 1774, when Peter Olcott was chosen. 

Town meetings were held at the house of Joseph Hatch from 1768 
to 1774; in the latter jrear and up to 1780 at the house of Peter Olcott 
On the 20th of April, 1780, town meeting was convened for the first 
time at the meeting honse — then in an nnfinighed eondltion — and 
from that time forward all town meetings were regularly held there 
for more than mxty years. As there was no provision for warming 
this house, stoves not having yet come into use, the annual Mareh 
meeting, and special meetings held in winter, were sometimes ad* 
jonmed to a neighboring dwelling house, usually to Colonel Olcott's, 
to Abel Curtis', or Lieutenant Boswell' Morgan's. After 1846 town 
and freemen's meetings were held at the church on Norwich Plain for 
a term of ten years, after whieh th^ went back to the old meeting 
house at the Center again for two or three years. Town meeting was 
held for the first time at Union Hall, Mareh 20, 1855, but freemen's 
meetings were continued at the Center meeting house* till 1858. 

Additions to the short list of ofiicers were made from year to year 
as the interests of the town were found to require, until prior to the 

*Tlii« bnildiiv ^ns sold to C. A. and 6. M. SlidL for #150^00* wnd ranoved. 
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RevoliitioTi nearly a full board of town officers, as now required, was 
annually chaseu. In 1770 Hezekiah Jolmiioii was chosen the first 
treasurer of the tow n and John Wright collector, allliough it does not 
appear that any town tax was voted until 1772. The first boaid of 
assessors (Phillip Smith, John Slafter, and John Sargent) was elected 
the same year, and likewise three overseers of the poor (Peter Thatcher, 
Aaron Wright, and Daniel Baldwin), thus showiufj; that the poor, even 
in the newest settlements, are ever with us. One of the first necessi- 
ties of a newly-settled country is good roads, or at least, such roads 
as render communication and travel possible. The construction of 
these will always impose a severe tax upon the first settlers. The 
proprietors of Norwich, as we have seen, had already made some small 
beginnings in this direction, but the burden of that work was hence- 
forth to rest upon the inhabitants of the town to carry forward as 
they should find themselves able. At the annual Mardi meeting in 
1769, Hezekiah Johnson, Jacob Burton, Samuel Partridge, Nathan 
Messenger, and John Hatch, were chosen a committee '*to lay out 
highways where they shall think needful.'* 

In July, 1770, this committee made a report at a special town 
meeting. The proceedings of this meeting are copied entire below, 9» 
they show the action of the town on the conmiittee's report as well as 
the location of some of the first roads opened to travel in town : 

"At a Town meeting held at the house of Joseph Hatch in Norwich, 
July the 9th, 1770— 

''1 Voted M' Peter Thatcher moderator, John Hatch clerk. 

"2 Voted to accept the doings of Commite that was chose by the 
propriety to lay out H W*. 

"3 Voted to accept the alteration of the H W at pompanosuc. 

''4 Voted to accept of the alteration of the H W by Joseph Smalleys. 

"5 Voted that the alterations of the H W at Girl Island Brook* 
are received and accepted. 

''6 Voted that the alterations of the H W that goes through M' 
Baldwins Land are accepted. 



^Supposed to be the brook which empties into the Connecticut near Mr. Samnel 
Hutchinson's, since kno\yn as Johnson's Brook. Tlit; tiadition is that a young piil was 
lost or left on the island in the river near the mouth of this brook, from a jiart y of settlers 
pursuing^ their journey on the river in the earliest times. Among the old families the 
island still bears the name above given. 
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"7 Voted that the H W that is laid from Hartford line to the Saw- 
mill and to the H W that goes by Elisha Burtons are received and 

accepted. 

Voted to lay out a H W on the top of the hill above M' "Water- 
mans to Joseph Smalleys — " 

The **H. W." referred to in vote seven above, ran very nearly with 
the present road from the fork in the highway north of H. S. God- 
dard's to C. B(md'8, and from thence easterly to the comer of the 
main street of Norwich village at S. A. Armstrong's (then Elisha 
Btirton's). A road from the feny then in use at the present site 
of the Hanover Bridge, past Captaui Burton's to the site of the old 
comer store in Norwich village, bnmed in 1875, had previously been 
laid by the Proprietors' Clonmiittee. The first road placed on record 
as laid by the selectmen of the town connected the ferry with the 
grist mill on Blood Brook, already referred to as bnilt by Joseph 
Hatch and Oliver Babcock. This road was located in 1768, nearly as 
the road now mns to the present mill. The following year a road was 
surveyed, starting at a white pine tree," where the old comer store 
afterwards stood, and running two and one-fourth miles ndrthwest 
towards Sharon. The coarse of this road was first west on the present 
road to A. G. Enapp's mill (where a grist mill was erected soon after 
by Elisha Burton), then crossing to the west side of Blood Brook it 
passed in a northerly direction, near an old bam now standing in Mrs. 
Dutton's meadow, up the hill past Deacon John Button's and the 
Crandall farm direct to D. H. Bragg's, and from thence continued 
in a northwest course on substantially the present highway to Jouaa 
Richards' (now, 1888, Ghas. E. Gloud's). In 1779, a four-rod high- 
way was laid direct from the ferry to the first meeting house, then 
bnUding on the hill (near Henry Goddard's). This highway, familiarly 
known as "the road from the meeting house to the college," followed 
au existing road as far as Joseph Hatch's (Messenger house), thence 
ran 183 rods on the present main street of the village to a ledge just 
north of the upper schoolhouse, on a course one degree west of due 
liorth by the eompass; and thence on to the meeting house much as the 
Txmd now runs. The distance by the survey from Captain Hatch's 
dwelling house to the meeting house was 582 rods or 1.82 miles, tiearly. 
This highway was continued through the town to Thetford liite the 
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same year, on about the site of the present road to Union Village, 
entering Thetford "1/4 u^ile N. E. of John Rogers' house, and about 
irix rods from Umpompanoosuc river." 

From the meeting house as a center, roads were projected during 
the years immediately following to all parts of the town. Many of 
these were at first, and for some time after their construction, mere 
bridle paths or cart tracks, which just sufficed for travelers to get 
thioujjfh the woods on horseback, or with an ox-cart in summer and a 
sled in winter. 

The need of a hridgre over Ompompanoosue River was early felt by 
the town. At the annual March meetinj:,' in 1771, it was voted to 
build a bridge at the expense of the town, and Captain Ilezekiah 
Johnson, Daniel Waterman, and Peter Thatcher were chosen a com- 
mittee "to view the place to build s** bridge and oversee s** business." 
The location of this bridge, if ever built, is somewhat uncertain. Ko 
further reference to it is to be found on the town records for more 
than ten years, when (Mareh, 1782) it was again voted in town meeting, 
'*to huild a bridge at some convenient place as the sitaation will ad- 
mit near Hezekiah Johnson's' —the site of the present lower bridge 
across Pompa River. It was also voted "to bnild s' bridge the present 
year," and a land tax of one penny per acre on all lands in town voted 
**to defray the expense." Deacon John Slafter, Daniel Waterman, 
Jr., and Captain Timothy Bush were made a committee '*to effect the 
building of s^ bridge." This second bridge seems also to have disap- 
peared not long after, as the town again voted, in April, 1787, *'to 
build a bridge over Ompompanoosuc river near the month, opposite 
Capt. Johnson's." A tax for this purpose had been granted by the 
Vermont Assembly the October previous, and the expense of construe* 
tion was probably shared with adjoining towns. A fuller account 
of the building of important roads and bridges in town, with special 
reference to the several bridges on the Ckmnecticut, connecting Nor- 
wich and Hanover, will be attempted further On in this sketch. Matters 
of more general concern and wider interest will now claim our atten- 
tion for a time. 

As we have already seen, Norwich virtually had its origin in the 
colony of Connecticut in the year 1761. 
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1 Blacksmith shop erected by Elihu Emersun 

2 Formerly store building, now E. W. Olds' residence 

3 P'ormerly residence of Klihu Emerson, now Wm. Bicknell's 

4 H. Lary s residence, built by Joseph Emerson for a shop 

s, Mrs. C. P. Newton's residence, originally Joseph En>erson's 

6 Miss M. J. Davis' residence, orisinally a store building 

7 Sawder's harness shop, removed 

7 1-2 C. fc. Ensworth's residence, formerly Judge A. Loveland's 

8 Mrs. Wheelock's school building, removed 

8 1-2 H. Russ' residence, formerly Union Store, etc. 

9 Mrs. S. H. Currier's residence, formerly Capt. Aaron Partridge's 

10 Mrs. S. P. Renham, previously Gen. Ransom, earlier Judge Thomas 



MAIN STREET, NORWICH VILLAGE, YEARS SINCE 
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On tho 26th clay of Alienist of that year, at the house of William 
Waterman, inn-holder, in the town of Mansfield, in said colooy, were 
convened the proprietors or grantees of a newly ijranted township 
of land situated 150 miles away to the northward, in a wilderness 
country then just beginning to be known as the '*New Hampshire 
Grants." 

These men were assembled to decide upon the first steps to be taken 
to open up to settlement and improvement a tract of forest six miles 
square located on the west bank of Oonnecticnt River forty miles 
north of Chariestown (Number Four), then the farthest outpost of 
civilization in the upper valley of that river. 

At the tiuK' of which we are speakinp: all that portion of the present 
state of New Hampshire lying west of the intervales of the Merrimac 
in the vicinity of Concord was entirely uninhabited, and lay in the 
primitive wildness of nature. A few townships along that river above 
Concord had been surveyed and located, and thither a few i\,-,u!ute 
pioneers had already penetrated — among them Captain Ebene/ar Web- 
ster, the father of the future expounder of the Constitution, whose 
cabin was at one time, it is said, nearer the north star than that of 
any other New Eugiander. But beyond a narrow fringe of settle- 
ments along the Merrimac, the whole of western New Hampshire north 
of Keene was alike covered by primitive forests and nntouehed by the 
hand of man. To the westward of the Conneetieut, as far as the mili- 
tary posts of Ticouderoga and Crown Point on Lake Champlain, and 
northward to the valley of the St. Lawrence, lay one unbroken, track- 
less wilderness, unoccupied by a human habitation and traversed only 
by a few roving bands of Canadian Indians or by an occasional hunt- 
ing party of white men from the older settlements of New England. 

It was into surroundings such as these that the founders of Norwich 
thought to plant a town. Many conditions of the time, however, were 
favorable for leading out new colonies from the ever prolific New 
England hive. The Imig Freneh and Indian War had finally ended 
in the complete conquest of Canada in the preceding year. Peace 
had now eome, bringing security to the border settlements, harassed 
and terrorized by fear of hostile incursions from Canada for a long 
time. For nearly a generation the older settled districts of the New 
England oobnies had extended their borders, but slowly and painfully, 



Digitized by Google 



to 



HiSifORY OF NORWICH 



into the surroimdiiig wilderness. With the redaction of Canada to 
English rule in 1760, a repressed and redundant population hastened 
to overflow existing bonndsy and the instinct tot emigration, always 
strong in the Anglo-Saxon blood, beeame irrepressible for expansion 
into new lands. 

It was to prepare the way for sueh a migration that the proprietors 
of Norwich were assembled at the Waterman tayem in Mansfield, on 
the 26th of August, 1761, as we have already seen. They had re- 
ceived their charter on the fourth day of the preceding July, from 
the hand of Benning Wentworth, the royal governor of the Province 
of New Hampshire, within whose territoiy the new township was 
understood to lie. The neighboring towns of Hartford on the south 
and Hanover and Lebanon on the east bank of the Connecticut River, 
received their charters from Qovemor Wentworth on the same day 
with Norwich, and the proprietors of those towns met at the same 
time (Aug. 26, 1761) to arrange the business of preparation for tne 
settlement of their respective locations*. 

Like the proprietors of Norwich, they were mostly residents of a 
siiiall district of country lying along the Thames and its affluents, 
tl e l^hetucket and WiUimantie Bivers in Eastern Connecticut. It ap- 
pears that early in the year 1761 a petition had been circulated in that 
part of Connecticut and extensively signed, asking His Excellency the 
Governor of New Hampshire for a grant of four townships of land, 
**at a place known as Cohorse** (Coos), meaning the Lower Oxbow 
ot the Connecticut River where the towns of Newbury and Bradford, 
Vt, and Haverhill and Piermont, N. H., now are, a locality even then 
known to be desirable to the settler as having the advantage of con- 
tainiii<j: a strip of cleared intervale along the river, which had pre- 
^^^msly been occupied and cultivated — in the Indian fashion -by a 
small body of Inaians of the St. Francis tribe. Colonel Edmund 
Freeman and Joseph Storrs of Mansfield were the agents of the syndi- 
cate to carry the petition to Portsmouth, then the seat of the pro- 
vincial government of New Hampsbirn Tlnsuccessful for some reason 
in securing the coveted location ' ' at the Cohorse, ' ' they succeeded in 
obtaining charters for four townships some twenty-five miles further 
STiath, adjacent to each other and lying on opposite sides of Con- 

*The Hartford propiieton met at Windham and the Letwnon at Charlestown. 
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necticut Kiver. The close associations of these t'onr towns, at the very 
b«:ginning of their niiinicipal life, was maintained for more than 
twenty years afterwards, and should be borne in mind by the reader, 
as it serves to explain some interesting events in their substjqueiit 
history. 

The proprietors of Norwich organized at Mansfield, as we have seen, 
on the day provided in their charter. The terms and conditions of 
this document were the same with those of other Vermont towns char- 
tered by Governor Wcntworth. Among the most important of these 
eonditions was the stipulation, that each pi oprietor or grantee should, 
within the term of five years, plant and cultivate five acres of land for 
each fifty acres contained in his share or proportion of land in 
said township, and continue to improve and settle the same, on penalty 
of forfeiture of his interest in the township lands. The usual reser- 
vations were made in the charter for educational and religious pur- 
poses, vie.: one share for the benefit of a school in town, one share for 
the first settled ministry one for a glebe for the Church of England, 
and one for the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
PartSy His Excellency the Governor not forgetting to reserve for him- 
self the customary 500 acres or two shares, as was his invariable rule in 
granting each new township. This 500 acres, in the case of Norwich, 
was located in a body at the north-east comer of the town and includes 
some of the best farming land in town. 
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I L. S. J 

"Peovince op New Hampshire 

"George the Third by tlie Grace of God, of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, £ing. Defender of the Faith, etc. 

To all Persons to whom these Presents shall come, greating — Know 
ye, that We of our special grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, 
for the due encouragement of settling a new plantation within our 
said Province, by and with the advice of our trusty and well-beloved 
Benning Wentworth, Esq., our Governor and Commander in Chief of 
our said Province of New Hampshire, in New England, and of our 
council of said Province, have upon the conditions and reservations 
hereinafter made, given and granted, and by these presents, for us, our 
heirs and successors, do give and trrant in equal shares, unto our loving 
subjects, inhabitants of our said Province of New Hampshire and our 
other Governments, and to their heirs and assigns forev^, whose names 
are entered in this Grant, to be divided to and amongst them into 
sixty nine equal shares, all that tract or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being within our sairi Province of New Hampshire, containing by 
admeasurement, twenty three thousand acres, which tract is to contain 
six miles square, and no more, out of which an allowance is to be made 
for highways and unimproveable lauds by roc^ ponds, mountains 
and rivers, one thousand and forty acres free, according to a plan and 
survey thereof, made by our said Governor's order, returned into the 
Secretary's office, and hereunto annexed, butted and bounded as fol- 
lows, viz: 

** Beginning at a Hemlock tree marked with the figures 5 and six that stand on the 

bank of the Connecticut river just at the head of White River falls and is opposite to the 
North-west comer of Lebanon, from thenre North Sixty Degrees West six miles, from 
thence North forty-five degrees East six miles, from thence Sttuth Sixty degrees East 
seven miles to an dm tree mariced with the fisures 6 & 7, from thence down the river to 
the first bonnds mentioned. 
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"And that the same be and hereby is incorporated into a Town- 
ship by the name of Norwhich. That the inhabitants that do or shall 
hereafter inhabit the said Township, are hereby, declared to be en- 
franchised with and entitled to all and every the privileges and ira- 
miHiities that other towns within our Province by law exercise and 
enjoy: And further, that the said town as soon as there shall be 
fifty families resident and settled thereon, shall have the liberty of 

holdintr two Fairs, one of which shall be on the and the other 

on the annually, which Fairs are not to continue longer than 

the respective followin*; the said and that as soon as 

the said town shall consist of fifty. families, a market may be opened 
and kept one or more days in each week, as may be thought most ad- 
vantageous to the inhabitants. Also, that the first meeting for the 
choice of Town officers, agreeable to the laws of our said Proyince, 
shall be held on the last Wadnesday of August next which said meet- 
ing shall be notified by Mr, EUazer WaUs who is hereby also appointed 
the Moderator of the said meeting, which he is to notify and govern 
agreeably to the laws and customs of said FroTince and the annual . 
meeting for ever hereafter for the choice of such officers for the said 
Town shall be on the Stscond Tuesda/y of March annually, to Have and 
to Hold the said tract of land as above expressed, together with all 
priTileges and appertenances, to them and their respectiye heirs and 
assigns forever, upon the following conditioms, viz — 

"1st, That every Grantee, his heirs and assigns shall plant and culti- 
vate five acres of land witiiin the term of five years for every fifty 
acres contained in his. or their share or proportion of land in said 
Township, and continue to improve and settle the same by additional 
cultivation, on penalty of the forfeiture of his grant or share in the 
said Township, and of its reverting to U8» our heirs and successors, to 
be by us or them regranted to such of our subjects as shall effectually 
settle and cultivate the same. 

"2d, That all white and other pine trees within the said Town- 
ship, fit for masting our Royal Navy, be carefully preserved for that 
use, and none to be cut or felled without our special licence for so 
doing first had and obtained, upon the penalty of the forfeiture of 
the right of such grantee, his heirs and assigns, to us, our heirs and 
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successors as well aa being subject to the penalty of any act or acts 
of parliament that now are or hereafter shall be enacted. 

''3. That before any division of the land be made to and among the 
Grantees, a tract of land as near the centre of the said Township as the 
land will admit of , shall be reserved and marked out for Town Lots, 
one of which shall be allotted to each Grantee of the contents of one 
acre. 

^'4. Yielding and paying therefor to us, our heirs and successors 
for the^aee of ten years, to be computed from the date hereof, the 
rent of one ear of Indian com only, on the twenty fifth day of Dp' 
cember annually, if lawfully demanded, the first payment to be made 
on the 2SO^ of Dec' 1762. 

"5. Every proprietor, settler or inhabitant, shall yield and pay 
unto us, our heirs and successors yearly, and every year forever, from 
and after the expiration of t^ years, from the above-said twenty 
fifth day of December namely, on the tweviiy fifth day of December 
which will be in the year of our Lord 1772 — one shilling proclamation 
money for every one hundred aeres he so owns, settles or possesses, 
and 80 in proportion for a greater or lesser tract of the said land: 
which money shall be paid by the respective persons above-said, their 
heirs or assigns, in our Council Chamber in Portsmouth, OJr to such 
Officer or Officers as shall be appointed to receive the same; and this 
to be in lieu of all other rents and services whatever. 

"In Testimony whereof, We have caused the Seal of our Said Prov- 
ince to be hereunto affixed. 

** Witness Benning Went worth, Esq. our Governor and Commander 
in Chief of our said Province the fourth day of July in the year of 
our Lord Christ, One Thousand, Seven Hundred and 8ivty one and in 
the First year of our Beign. 

"By his Excellency's command, B. Wentwobto. 

"With advice of Council, 
"Theodore Atkinson, Secy. 

"Province of New Hamp"^® July 5, 1761 
"Recorded according the original 
"Charter under the Province Seal. 
"Attest' Theodorb Aisinson, Sec'' 
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"The Names of the Grantees of Norwhich." 



Eleazr Wales 


NathaU Harriman 


Daniel Welch 


Samuel Lon}^ 


Abner Barker 


Ebenezr Smith 


Ebenezr Wales 


John Johnson 


Ebenezr Heath 


Thomas Welch 


William Johnson ycj* 


Joseph Storrs 


Gideon Noble 


Samuel Cohl) 


James West 


Judah Heath 


Daniel Baldwin 


James Russell 


Calvin Topliff 


Hezekiah Johnson 


Samud Johnson 


Jonathan Hatch 


Elisha Wales 


Sanuiel Slafter 


Seth Wales 


Benja Whitney 


Amos Fellows 


James Bicknall 


Jedidiah Printon 


Jacob Fenton 


John Fowler 


Moses Barnard 


Nathan Strong 


Aleazr West 


Robert Turner 


Andrew Crocker 


William Johnson 


Eliphas Hunt 


Samuel Root 


Stephen Palmer 


Solomon Wales 


Eleazr Warner 


Joseph Blanchard 


Abijah Learned 


Josiah Root 


The Hon. Theodr Atkinson Esq. 


Adoniram Grant 


Richard Wilbird Esq. 


George Swain 


Heniy Sherburne Esq. 


Samud Root junr 


Mr. Andrew Clarkson 


Benja Jennings 


Clement March Esq. 


Moses Holmes 


John Shackford 


Benja Sheapard 


Mcshcck Weare Esq. 


Elisha Carpenter 


Rev. Mr. Samuel Havem 


Lemuel Holmes 


&. Peter Gilmau Esq. 


Abner Barker Jr. 



*'Orie whole share for the Society for propagating the Gospel in 
foreign parts. One whole share for a Glebe for the Church of Eng- 
land as by law estahli.shed, one share for the first settled Minister. 
One share for the benefit of a school in said Town. His Excellency 
Beniiinjr Wentwoi'th Esq. five hundred aeies to be laid as marked in 
plan B. W. and is to be accounted two of the within shares. 

"Province of New Hampshire July 5^** 1701. Kecorded from the 
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baek of f>e original Charter of Norwhich under the Province Seal. 

* * Attest' Tbeodobs Atkinson, Secy ' ' 

The larirer pui t of the above are names of Connecticut men then 
resident in Mimsfield and neitrhboriny: towns. Captain Ilezekiah 
Johnson, Samuel Slafter, Joseph Storrs, and William Johnson 3rd, are 
known to have lived in Mansfield; Amos Fellows, James West, Adon- 
iram Grant, and Samuel Cobb were of Tolland; Ebenezar Heath, Cap- 
tain Abner Barker and William Johnson of Willington — ^towna ad- 
jacent to Mansfield on the north. The last nine names are those of 
New Hampshire and Massadinaetts men — aereral of them members of 
the provincial government in the former province. Major Joseph 
Blanchard was of Dunstable, Mass. He had executed in 1760, by 
direction of Governor Wentworth, the first survey of the townships 
lying along the river from Oharlestown to Newbury, His name ap- 
pears as proprietor in many town charters about this time. But few 
of the original grantees ever came personally to Norwieh to settle. 

Many of them, it is probable, were people qf considerable property, 
well advanced in life, whose years unfitted them to endure the hard- 
ships of pioneers in a new settlement. Such would naturally transfer 
their rights to their sons, or to the young and enterprising among their 
friends and neighbors. This is known to have been the case in several 
instances. But Jacob Fenton and Ebenezar Smith, both proprietors, 
were here in 1763. The former died on the 15th of July of that year, 
and was thus the first white man known to have died within the town- 
ship. Captain Hezekiah Johnson emigrated to the town very early 
and settled near the mouth of Ompompanoosuc River. He was long 
a leading citizen, prominent in town affairs. 

Calvin Johnson, son of Captain William Johnson of Willington, one 
of the original proprietors, removed to Norwich in 1780, after a ser- 
vice of nearly two years in the Revolutionary Army, and occupied 100 
acres of land given him by his father. Five of the original grantees 
bear the name of Johnson — a family that has always been numerous 
in town. The name of Daniel Baldwin appears early on the to^vn 
records, presumably the same person whose name is found in the 
charter. Samuel Slafter conveyed his right to his son, J !m Slafter, 
who accompanied Smith and Fenton to the new township in 176^— 
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well known afterwards as Deacon John SI after, tlie pioneer settler of 
tlie town. Several other family names ii])on tlie list of ^rranti^es are 
still represented iu considerable numbers among the inhabitants of the 
town, but whether these latter trace their lineage to the former is not 
known to the writer. 

Space permits us only to glance at some of the most important steps 
taken by the proprietors of Norwich in forwarding^ the si)eedy settle- 
ment of the town. (3ne essential preliminary to settlement was, of 
course, some rejjrnlar division of the land miu lots. The careful and 
accurate surveys that the United States Government uovv makes of 
all the public lands before they are olfered for sale or settlement to 
actual settlers, were unknown to that time. The customary plan for 
opening up new lands to settlement at that day was by granting the 
noil to a body of proprietors under a charter. Virginia, Massachu- 
setts, and most of the English colonies in America, as the reader will 
remember, were founded and settled by a chartered land company, the 
charter oonferring also upon the future inhabitants certain political 
and corporate rights. The New Hampshire town charters appear to 
have been formed after the same model. At the first meeting of the 
proprietors at Mansfield, as above stated, a committee of five of their 
number was chosen to make a partial survey and allotment of lands 
in the new township. In the succeeding year (1762) a surveying 
party came on and that part of the town adjacent to Connecticut River 
was laid oft into lots. In this first division, one lot of 100 acres was 
assigned to each proprietor, besides an equal share of the intervale 
land lying on the river, as had previously been determined . 

The same year the proprietors voted to unite with the proprietors 
of the other townships (Hartford, Hanover, and Lebanon) in ''clear- 
ing a road from the old fort in Number Four (Charlestown) on the 
east sid^ of the river, as far up said river as a committee chosen for 
that purpose may think proper." This vote was carried into effect 
in 1763, so far that something called a road was opened as far north 
as the middle of the town of Hanover, and thus another hindrance to 
the opening up of the region to settlement was removed. 

The location of this primitive roadway through the towns of Leb- 
anon and Plainfield, we are informed, is still mainly followed by the 
present river road along the western border of those towns. 
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At an adjourned meeting of the proprietoro held in Noyember, 1762, 
their contmittee were empowered to agree ''with such person or per- 
sons 88 will undertake to ereet a mill or mills on the mill brook (Blood 
Brook) in said town of Norwich. 

Early in the month of April, 1763, the proprietors, holding their 
meeting again at William Waterman's in Mansfield, "in order to en- 
courage the speedy and effectual settlement of the town," it was 
voted "to raise £5 upon each proprietor's right*' — about £1050 in the 
aggregate — ^"to be divided between twenty-five men who shall im- 
mediately engage to settle or cause to be settled twenty-five rights in 
thetollowing manner: To begin upon the business the ensuing summer, 
and further to continue to settle and improve at the rate of three 
acres annually for the space of five years, on penalty of repaying said 
money." Permission was also given to each of the twenty-five first 
settlers to choose for himself a one-hundred acre lot of upland, pro- 
vided the same be so chosen "as not to incommode any future division 
of lands in said town." 

The requisite number of twenty-five men not appearing ready to 
undertake the work of settlement upon the conditions proposed, at a 
later meeting of the proprietors, held May 12th, it was agreed that in 
case "any number of men under twenty-five and not less than fifteen, 
shall by the first day of June next engage in the manner and form in 
which the said twenty-five men were to engage, they shall be entitled 
to the money in said vote." 

In March, 1765, a committee consisting of Jacob Burton, Hezekiah 
Johnson, Samuel Fenton, John Hatch and John Slafter, was ap- 
pointed by the proprietors to make a further division of 100-acre lots 
in Norwich and to "lay out roads as they shall think best for con- 
venience of settlincr said township." Six shillings lawful money was 
voted on oach ri^^ht for tliis purpose and "other necessary business that 
shall be dont' l)y the comiiiittee. " 

This eonniiitlee — conijxKsed of men at that time on the point of be- 
coniiii!,^ actual settlers proeeeded in tlie foHowiiij^' June to re-survey 
and lay off sixty-eicrht river lots, one to every proprietors 's riLrlit, each 
twenty-five rods, foui- I in lis wide and 160 rods in lonirth from east to 
west along the banks of Connectieut Hiver. Also, eiirhty 100-acre 
lots in five tiers of si^t^eji lot§ e^ch^ lying directly west of the lots just 
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named. Between the second and third tier of 100-aere lots, a highway, 
six rods wide, was located, and between the fourth and fifth tiers an 
eight-rod hifzhwny. for the whole distance of five miles north and south. 
Land was also left l)etween every second lot for highways running 
cast and west across the town. This seems a verv formal and ai-hiti-ary 
iDctliod of laying out roads in a new eonntry, but it was perha|>s the 
best that conld be done under tlie eii cninstances. Of course, in a rough 
country', roads were never actitally built to run in sneh reimlar clleci^er- 
board fashion, though it is true that the early settlers did not mind 
climbing the steepest hills. 

Equally impracticable to ns now seisms the survey and assignTiicnt 
of a one-acre lot to each proprietor, as a town or village lot, as re- 
(luired by the charter of the town, to be located **as near as may be 
to the geouraphical center of the town." 

rrojjrietors' meetings continued to l)e held at William Waterman's 
in ^lansfield till 1768, when the tirst niectinu was convened within the 
limits of the town (Jul}" 2Sth) at the house of Jacob Burt(»n. At this 
meeting the coiniuittee mentioned above for laying out lots and high- 
ways made a formal re])ort of their doings, which were approved, and 
their report by the surveyor, John Hatch. a(*eeptcd and put upon 
record. This report, with others subsequently made, all too lengthy to 
be inserted here, is of considerable interest to land owners in town, and 
may be seen at the town clei k s t)ffice. 

The last meeting of the jn-opi icMors. of which any record has been 
found, was held at Thomas Murdock's. in Norwich, September 17, 
1770. It was then voted "to hiy out into lots all the undivided land in 
town," and John Hatch, Captain Hezekiali Johnson. .Mi-. Peter 
Thatcher, Mr, John Slafter, JMr. John Wright, .Mr. Samuel ParlriUge, 
and Mr. Samuel Waterman were chosen a conunittee for that purjjose. 
It was also voted "to give a deed to Joseph Hatch and Oliver Babcock 
of the tenth river lot, upon the condition that they execute a bona lo 
the proprietors' committee for upholding a Grist Mill where said 
grist mill now stands, on Blood Brook; that Isaac Fellows shall have 
the privilege of pitching thirty proprietors* rights on the meadow 
above the elay bank on Ompuinpanoosuc River, commonly called the 
middle meadow, containing 74 1-2 acres, for the consideration of 
building a saw mill md gi-ist mill on s*^ river. Also that John Sla^t'ter 
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shall have the privilege of pitching seven rights in the lower meadow 
on Ompompanoosuc River, Ilezekiah Johnson six ri<:hts, Peter 
Thatcher one and one-half rights, Daniel Watcniian lour rights, and 
James IIunliiiL'ton one rij^'ht in saiil iiioadow, as a coiisicleratio!! for 
fiist coming into the town, and for the burden of first settling s*^ 
town.** 

"We have been thus minute in transcribing the votes and action of 
the proprietors of the town during the initial period of first settlement, 
because it cannot be doubted that it was largely due to their liberal 
spirit and enterprising policy that the town wss so early opened to 
settlement, and its growth so rapid from the beginning. Saeh a 
I olicy, of course, was aa wise as it was generous, since the lands re- 
maining unoccupied were appreciated in value with the coming in of 
every new settler. It is said that the usual fees paid by the grantees 
of a township under a New Hampshire charter were about $300, which 
sum was in addition to liberal presents made to the governor, in many 
instances, for choice locations. One historian of New Hampshire com- 
plains that €K>vemor Wentworth often preferred for grantees men of 
other colonies to those of his own, alleging that they were ''better huB> 
bandmen and more liberal donors.'* 

Very considerable advances, as we have se^, were required of the 
proprietors in surveying a township into lots, opening roads, and many 
other expenses. Allowing the town to contain 25,000 acres, an equal 
division of the land into sixty-eight shares would give upwards ^of 
three hundred acres to each right, after allowance for highways, ete. 

Expenditures for fees, bounties paid to first settlers, charges for sur- 
v^ and building roads, eould not have amounted to an aggregate of 
less than thirty-five to forty dollars to each proprietor, up to the time 
of which we are now speaking. 
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Having glanced thus briefly at the action of the proprietors in 
opening a way to reach their new township in the wilderness, and in 
dividing up a portion of its surface into lots suitable to become the 
homesteads of future settlers, let us pause a moment and see what had 
meantime been done in the work of actual settlement. 

J am indebted to Rev. Edmund F. Slafter of Boston for an inter- 
esting aeeount of what was unquestionably the first attempt at settle- 
ment made within the limits of the town. I quote from the Slafter 
Memorial : — 

''Samuel Slafter [of Mansfield, Ct.], the father of John Slafter, 
heing an original proprietor, and being at the first meeting chosen 
treasurer of the corporation, took a deep interest in the settlement of 
the town. At his suggestion, his son John made a journey through the 
forests of New Hampshire in 1762, to examine the territory and re- 
port upon the advantages it might offer as a place of settlement. He 
found it pleasantly situated on the western banks of the Connecticut, 
with a good soil, but for the most part of an uneven, hilly surface. He 
reported it well watered, not only by the Connecticut but by several 
small, clear, streams, and by one more important one called the Dm- 
pompanoosuc, an Indian name signifying Hhe plaoe of very white 
stones,' whose waters emptied themselves into the Conneetieut at the 
northeastern part of the town. As he was inclined to engage in the 
settlement of the new town, the next year (June 7, 1763) his father 
transferred to him as 'a token of his affeetion,' all his rights as pro- 
prietor of Norwich. He immediately set out for the new scene of his 
labors, in eompany with Mr. Jacob Fenton, his maternal uncle, and 
Mr. Ebenezar Smith, both of them original proprietors. Th^ took 
with them a horse and sueh implements as were indispensable in be- 
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ginning a settlement On arriying at their new possessions, they 
found themselves alone in an unbroken forest, where the echo of the 
woodsman's axe had perhaps never yet been heard. He first com- 
menced to fell the trees on the river lot No. 17, which had been assigned 
to his father's right, in the division of the proprietors, which was a 
mile and a quarter north from the southern boundary of the town. 
This lot, unlike most others, proved to be a high, rocky elevation, reach> 
jng to the very shore of the river, difficult of cultivation, unsuitable 
as a homestead, and was immediately abandoned. A permanent settle- 
ment was fixed upon further up the river, opposite the farm of Mr. 
Timothy Smith in Hanover, about four miles north of the present 
seat of Dartmouth College, and where the well known rope ferry was 
for many years maintained. Here the first clearing was commenced, 
and the first human habitation in the town was constructed. The sum- 
mer was passed in felling the forest, in burning the wood, and pre- 
paring the soil for future cultivation. In the autumn, when the cold 
season approached, and nothing more could be aecomplisbed, he re- 
turned to his home in Connecticut, — ^and this was repeated four sum- 
mers, until he married and brought his young wife to his forest 
home. ' ' 

An incident occurred during the first summer, worthy of record in 
itself, and important in fixing the date of the first settlement of the 
town. On Wednesday, the 13^^' of July, Messrs. Slafter, Fenton, and 
Smith left their home to lend their services for a few days to some 
friends who were makinu a settlement at Lebanon, six or eii^ht miles 
below. Recent rains had swollen the Connecticut, and Mr. Fenton 's 
horse in crossing was compelled to swim a short distance in the deepest 
part of the river, which was near the shore to which he was approach- 
ing. The horse was carried down the current, and passed under the 
trunk of a tree which had fallen into the river, the roots still clinging 
to the shore. In passing under the trunk of the tree, while leaning 
forward to avoid being carried from his seat, his horse rising at the 
instant, forced him with great violence upon the pommel of the saddle, 
causing a serious injury of the chest. It was soon found necessary 
for Mr. Fenton to return, and Mr. Smith and a young Mr. Hovoy 
who had joiiiod Ihom. nccimipanicd him to his camp in Norwich. Thry 
remained with him, doing what they could for him, but the injury 
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proved so serious that he died on Friday of the same week. On Sat- 
urday the two young men proceeded down the river on the Vermont 
side, and by hallooing and discharirin']: their muskets, endeavored to 
attract the attention of their friends at Lebanon, and tiiiis communi- 
cate with Mr. Slafter, but in this they were \insucecssful. However, 
on re^zaininir the camp before nightfall, they found that Mr. Slaiter 
had already returned, and had been apprised of the sad and unex- 
pected event of his uncle's death. On Sunday morning, assisted by 
his companions, he proceeded to make preparation for the burial. They 
peeled the bark from a basswood of suitable size, and with reverent 
heads and sorrowing hearts placed their companion within its pure, 
white surface, closing it up and making it fast with thongs twisted 
from tiie tough bark of the young elm. On the bank of the Oonneeticnt, 
s<tar to its quiet waters^ they, placed him in the clean earth to await 
the resnrreetion day. A monument of stone was erected, and an in- 
scription placed upon it by Mr. Slafter. This monument remained 
in its place about eighty years.* At length it became broken and 
somewhat defaced. A portion of it, however, is still preserved, and is 
now in the possession of one of the grandduldren of Mr. Slafter. 

The date of 1763 is so far preserved as to be dearly identified. The 
1 is complete, the upper part of the 7 is gone, so is likewise the per- 
pendicular part of the 6, but the 3 is as distinct as when it was first 
chiseled upon the stone. This taonument still bears testimony to the 
year in which this death occurred. But if this evidence were wanting, 
there is yet another record made at the time, which establishes the date 
of this occurrence beyond the possibility of a doubt. In the book of 
records of births and deaths in the town of Mansfield, Conn., is the 
following entry: — ^"Mr. Jacob Fenton of Mansfield, departed this life 

at Norwich, in New Hampshire, on ye 15^ day of July A. D. 1763^' 
• • • # 

*'Mr. Slafter was married at Mansfield, Gt., in the spring of 1767, 
and a month later departed with his young wife to his home in the 
New Hampshire Grants. A journey from Connecticut, with a family, 
was at that time an undertaking of no small moment. The distance 
was 150 miles, mostly through the primitive forest, and the road, for 
fifty miles at least, was scarcely passable except for footmen and 

*The site of tiiis manwntnt was in the meadow. 
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pack-horses. Several families from the same neighborhood were at 
this time emij^ratiug to the Coos Country, and thty accordingly joined 
together and 'made up a pleasant party/ It was decided to navigate 
the Connectient rather than to encounter the dUBeulties of an oyer- 
]and route. Having provided themselves with log canoes, they em- 
barked with their * goods,' probably at Windsor, Conn. They left 
Mansfield on Thursday, the 23rd of April, and arrived at their home 
in Norwich on the 10th of May. Against the current of the river, 
which was very strong at that period of the year, th^ were not able 
to make more than eight or nine miles a day. In several places in 
the river the rapids, or falls, could not be passed, and they were ob- 
liged to unship their goods and carry them and their boats around, 
and reload, before they could pursue their journey. It was, aa we may 
well imagine, a joyful moment when they arrived at their destination, 
and were at home in their rude habitations. These were the same as 
had served during the preceding summers. But preparations' had 
already been made, and bef ore' the frosts of winter approached, Mr. 
Slaf ter had built, on the banks of the Connecticut, a comfortable and 
substantial dwelling. As mills for sawing lumber had Hot then been 
erected within practical distance, the material was fashioned by the 
axe, without the use of plane or jointer. Small trees, of not more 
than a foot in diameter, were carefully hewed, halved together at the 
intersections, and placed upon a foundation, and tier upon tier added, 
until a suitable height had been attained for receiving the roof. This 
was formed by placing upon proper rafters, bound together at fre- • 
qiK tit intervals by ribs or small beams, the thick, imi)ervious bark 
of the hemloek and other trees. In this way a covering was made, 
giving complete protection from the rains of summer aii T snows of 
winter. The floors were formed of plank, hewed and fitted with the 
axe alone. Their furniture was of the modest kind. Their tables and 
chairs were puncheons of basswood, a split log having its faces a little 
smoothed with an axe, with legs inserted of suitable length. Such was 
the rude abode of tlie pioneer.** 

The Genealogy of the ]\Iann Family contains an account of a wed- 
ding trip made by John Mann and wife of Hebron, Conn., who emi- 
grated to Orford, N. H., in the fall of 1765, which illustrates some 
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of the infelieities of a journey to the new settlements, by the pioneers 
who took the land route. 

Mr. Mann was married to Lydia Porter in October, 1765, and the 
same numth set oat with his young bride to take possession of a lot 
in Orford giTen him by his father. They left Hebron— a few miles 
to the southwest of Mansfield — October 16th, on horseback, both riding 
on one horse as far as Charlestown, and reached Orford October 24th, 
after a journey of nine days, exactly one-half the time occupied by 
Mr. Slafter and his party, by way of the river, a year and a half later. . 
Mr. Mann's route lay up the east side of Connecticut River. At 
Charlestown he dismounted, and having procured a bushel of oats 
for bis horse and some luncheon for himself and wife, set forward into 
the wilderness, Mr. Mann on foot, Mrs. Mann, with such supply of 
clothing and household goods as they had, packed upon horseback. 
In some of the towns along the way there were two or three families 
with whom they stayed at night, who cordially received them and 
welcomed then with homely fare. Claremont then contained two fam- 
ilies, Cornish one, Plainfield one, Lebanon three, Hanover one, and 
Lyme three. Beyond Charlestown the road at that time was nothing 
but a crooked bridle path obstructed by fallen trees and with no 
bridges across the streams. The dif&culty of passing some of the 
larger trees that lay athwart their path was most readily surmounted 
by urging the horse into a brisk pace, and thus crossing them by a 
fiying leap. So frequent had this become that ere long the wise old 
steed, realizing the situation, no lon^rer waited for a hint, but soon as 
ever he neared such an obstacle would plunge forward, and refusing 
all ecmtrol, clem n with a bound. In one instance of this kind, the 
poor beaat, miscalculating the distance or failing of a sure foothold, 
was thrown at full length to the earth, scattering his living and other 
freight upon the ground in a fine state of disorder. Fortunately, no 
serious damage waa sustained, and the two wayfarers gathered up 
their effects and proceeded, Mr. Mann the remainder of the journey 
keeping ahead of the horse, where he might be in a situation to mod- 
erate the spirit of the animal and protect his precious frei^rht. 

About the same time and by the same route traveled by Mr. Mann, 
John Hutchinson, from Ashford, Conn., brought his wife and one or 
two small children into Norwich, in the autumn of 1765. Mr. Uutch- 
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inson bronsrht with him a horse, upon which rode wife and babes, some 
elothiiiii, bedding, etc., and also another necesstiry animal to a prrow- 
in^^ family — a cow. A log canoe conveyed the family safely across the 
river from the Hanover side, but the animals were compelled to swim, 
and Jerome Hutchinson, the oldest child, then less tlian three years 
of aj;e, was fond of relating when an old man his distinct remem- 
brance of the appearance presented of the old white-faced cow as she 
struggled bravely to keep her head above water while swimming the 
'river. Mr. HutchinBon had not brought his family into the wilderness 
at an inclem^t season of the year without making* some provision for 
their support during the winter. Early the preceding summer, in com- 
pany with bis father, Samuel Hutchinson, Sr., he had come to Nor- 
wich, and they had felled the trees on a small island in the Con- 
necticut opposite the farm of John W. Loveland, which trees the 
spring fioods subsequently carried into the stream. This island they 
had then planted to com, with seed brought from Oharlestown, N. H. 
The first planting failed by reason of bad seed, and John returned on 
foot to Gharlestown for a fresh supply, which was attended with suc- 
cess. When the growing com no longer inquired their care, they both 
returned to Connecticut, and now the young man, accompanied by his 
family, repaired to the scene of his previous labors in time to secure 
the crop of com, whatever it might be, and to make such arrange- 
ments as were practicable for a permanent home. The ensuing win- 
ter they passed in a log hut erected on the meadow now belonging to 
E. M. Lewis, and not far from the western end of the present bridge 
connecting Norwich and Hanover. This hut they occupied with an- 
other family, by the name of Messenger, that had come to Norwich 
about the same time or a little earlier than Mr. Hutchinson, and these 
two families were undoubtedly the first white people who ever wintered 
in Norwich (winter of 1765-66). Although th^ had chosen as sunny 
and sheltered a spot probably for a dwelling as could be found in town, 
that winter must have been dreary and cheerless enough to them in 
their solitary habitation in the woods. Game from the surrounding 
forest and fish from adjacent brook and river must have been their 
chief reliance for food. Mr. Messenger, it is related, was a professional 
hunter or sportsman, and not long after lost his life while fishing on 
the river, in this manner: His canoe, it appeared, went adrift while 
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he was asleep in it, and he was carried down with the current until np- 
set and drowned at the falls— Oleott'a Falls— some distance below. 

In the absence of any precise knowledge of the manner of life pur- 
sued by our Norwich pioneers during that first winter, we will quote 
once more from the Mann Genealogy a few sentences descriptive of 
the eireumstanees under whieh Mr. John Mann and his wife passed 
the same period at Orford, N. H., but a few miles away and amid 
surroundings very similar: "Removed as Uiey were from all places for 
obtaining the conveniences and comforts of life» they had to rely upon 
their own efforts to obtain only a small portion of what was needed. 
A few chairs and a bedstead, and something for a table, were indis- 
pensable articles. An abundance of timber was everywhere around 
them, but no sawmill to convert it into lumber. No wagon roads were 
construeted on which articles for housekeeping could be transported. 
No canals were cut around the numerous falls in the river — ^for the 
ascent of water craft * * * As there was no land cleared or 
grain raised in town, Mr. Mann having some tools for cooperage, made 
pails and tubs and as soon as the river was suflciently frozen, put 
them on a handsled, and drew them to Newbury on the ice and ex- 
changed them for corn with the three families of Johnson, Bagley, and 
Hazen who had been there three years and raised com. The distance 
on the river was about twenty miles. This com, with or without 
roasting, was pounded in a mortar; then the finest parts baked into 
bread, the coarser part was boiled, which was called hominy. The mor- 
tar was made of a section of a large hardwood log set up on end and 
the top hollowed by burning so large and deep as to hold from three 
to eight quarts. With a pestle the com was pounded until it was 
sufficiently fine for use." A son of Mr. Mann gives us an idea of the 
** chores*' required of boys in those days : "When an auger was wanted 
to make a bedstead, it was only to step nine miles through the woods 
to Mr. John Chamberlin in Thetford — ^known among his townsmen 
as * Quail John' — ^who wss the only i^erson living in that town, and 
borrow one of him, and when the bedstead and two or three chair 
frames were *put together, just step throu^^h the nine miles of woods 
to retum it." ''And,'' he adds, "this labor and fatigue was con- 
sidered as nothing I " 
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The hardships and privations of the early settlers of Vermont havd 
been so often described, both by those who experienced them and by 
later writers, that it does not seem necessary to enlarge upon the sub- 
ject here. The pioneers of Norwich probably did not suffer for the 
necessaries of life to the extent that those of some of the towns baek 
from €k>nneetieat Biver did^ and at a still later day. Settlements 
were begun at about the same time in all the towns along the river 
from Charlestown to Newbury, and the river, in the almost universal 
absence of roads, was not only the best natural channel for supplies 
from the older settlements at the southward, but also furnished the 
immigrants a ready means of eommunicating with and assisting each 
other in time of need, which was wanting to the more thinly scattered 
inhabitants of the highlands of the interior. A vivid description of 
the trials and difficulties that attended the opening up to settlement 
of some of the towns in the central part of the state, is found in the 
narrative of Jabez Fitch, from Norwieh, Conn., one of the first settlers 
of the town of Hydepark, about the year 1787-8.* 

As late as 1771, Deacon John Bumap emigrated with his family of 
six children to Norwich from Lebanon, Conn., by the route followed 
by Messrs. Mann and Hutchinson, as above described. They traveled 
the whole distance on foot, bearing the family goods in packs upon 
their backs. 

Elijah Bumap, then a boy of fifteen, carried upon his baek a weight 
of thirty pounds through the wilderness, as his proportion of the 
necessary burden. 

Thi^ built a log house, and established their new home in the north- 
eastern part of the town. 

Very little can now be ascertained in detail as to the progress of 
settlement in these earliest years. The tide of immigration did not 
set very strongly into town before 1767 or 1768. It is doubtful if the 
fifteen new settlers for whom the proprietors offered liberal bounties 
in 1763 were actually obtained. For three or four years following 
1763, it is probable that several men came on each year, selected lots, 
passed the summer upon their clearings, and returned back to Con- 
necticut at the approach of winter, as was customary at that time 
At a proprietors' meeting held* at Mansfield in March, 1765, it was 

*See Veimont Historical Gasetteer, Vol. II. pp. 640-652. 
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voted, that "any proprietor who L'oes ihis year [as a settler] shall 
choose his 100 acres, and do two mouths' work upon his right by the 
first day of October next.'' 

A siiuilar vote was passed in April, 1766. The statement made in 
Tlionipsoirs Gazetteer of \'erinoiit that "in the summer of 1764, four 
men moved their families into the township," has been questioned 
by Rew Grant Powers in his "Sketches of the Coos Country," on 
the authority of Doctor Asa Burton of Thetford, who affirmed that his 
father, Jacob Burton^ came to Norwich from Stonington, Conn., in 
the summer of that year, "for the purpose ol loeating himself if he 
was suited with appearances. " "At that time/^ he adds, "there was 
no inhabitant in town." As Jacob Burton was again in Norwich in 
1765, engaged with others in laying out Lots as one of the committee 
of the proprietors, it is doubtful if any families were permanently 
established here earlier than the fall of 1765. The first substantial 
improvements in the southern part of the town were made by Jacob 
Burton in 1766. In June of that year he made his third visit to 
Norwich, accompanied by his son Asa and some other hands, by whose 
assistance he built a saw mill on Blood Brook, at the western outskirts 
of the present village of Norwich — ^upon the same site where Qeorge 
Burton's saw mill stood previous to the great freshet of 1869, just 
below the bridge near the tannery of Messenger and Hazen. This 
mill, probably completed in 1766, was beyond doubt the first sawmill 
built in Norwich, or within a circuit of many miles. It supplied the 
necessary lumber for the earliest buildings in the surrounding country. 
The same or the following year, Mr. Burton built for himself a house 
a short distance from the mill. This house was located a little west of 
the dwelling of Azro Turner and very near a large elm tree now stand- 
ing in the adjacent field. Here on the 28th of July, 1768, was con- 
vened the first meeting of the proprietors of Norwich held within the 
limits of the town. Boards sawed from first growth pine at this mill 
about this time are still in use. They form part of the outside cover- 
ing of a bam upon the premises of Deacon Henry Hutchinson, be- 
lieved to have been built in the year 1767.* About thirty years ago 
this bam was reshingled for the first time. On removing the old 

*SiQ<^ the above was written, this bam has been demolished to give place to a 
bandsome biding on the same site, with modem conveniences and improvements. 
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shinsrles -made from pine of the ori^jriiial ^awvth — one especMally broad 
and haiidstiine shing:le, was found plainly marked with the fifaires 
"1767," denoting?, it is fair to presume, the year it wms l:nd npon 
the roof. Whether or not this cireumstaiiee ati'ords eonelusive evideiiee 
of the age of the building, no one who has seen it can doubt that it is 
one of the very oldest buildings now standing in town, Mr. Samuel 
Hutchinson, Sr., who erected it. was chosen one of" the selectmen of 
the town in March, 1767. Tlie t'ai'm that he settled upon and cleared 
up has ever since been owned and occupied by his descendants. 

For several years alier the first settlers eaine in, it is probable 
that they were o])liized to travel a considerable distance to mills, to 
get their grain ground. John Spafford's mill at Charlestown, N. H., 
and Timothy Lull's on Lull's Brook at Hartland were much resorted 
to about this time by people living along the Connecticut River as far 
north as Newbury. 

But the proprietors' records of the year 1770 as already ((uoted, 
show that a grist mill was then staiuliiig on Blood Brook in Norwich, 
built by Joseph Hatch and Oliver Bubcoek. This mill, it is under- 
stood, occupied the same site as the present "rrisl mill, operated by D. 
E. Burbank. It probably did at first only a coarse kind of grinding. 
As the same early period a saw mill and grist mill had also been 
built on Pompanoosnc River, at the northeastern part of the town, by 
Isaac Fellows, as appears from the concession granted him of pitching 
74 1-2 acres on said river adjacent to his mills. These mills stood on 
nearly the same ground as those now owned by L. S. Patterson. 

After Jacob Burton's, Captain Joseph Hatch doubtless built the 
first dwelling house on Norwich Plain. This house stood at the south- 
em extremity of the village, nearly opposite the present residence of 
the widow of Erastus Messenger. In this house the first town meeting 
in Norwich was held on the second Tuesday of March, 1768. A few 
years later — ^by a pretty clear tradition, in 1773 — Mr. Hatch built 
the present Messenger house, which remains to this day without es- 
sential change, inside or out, and is now the oldest house in the village, 
and perhaps in town, occupied as a dweUing. The dwelling of W. S. 
Hazen, the Deacon John Slafter house built in 1786, and that of Mr. 
Charles Hazen, near the south line of Norwich in Hartford, aomewhat 
modernized in 1883, are each specimens yet remaining of a similar 
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Style of the better farm houses of that day. The house of Charles 
Hazen is known to date from the year 1775. For more than twenty 
years afterward, the house of Joseph Hatch, of Jacob Burton and of 
Elisha Burton (now D. A. Armstrong's) were the only dwellings on 
Norwich Plain. 

As early as 1768, settlers had arrived in considerable numbers, and 
begun to clear up farms two or three miles back from the Connecticut 
Biyer. In addition to those already mentioned, the following are as- 
certained to have arrived and established themselves during ui i^revions 
to that year:— In the south part of the town, Thomas Murdock, John 
and Joseph Hatch, Samuel Partridge, Sr., Aaron Wright and Eben- 
ezar Ball. These were all men in middle life, with families, and 
brought with them numerous children, several of whom were grown 
men and women. The children of each of the above families, except 
Joseph Hatch's, are all believed to have been bom in Connecticut 
With Jacob Burton came at least six grown up children — ^four sons 
and two daughters. His sons, Josiah and Elisha, were then recently 
married and were already engaged in making themselves hom^s of 
their own in town ; Thomas Murdock, soon to become a leading citizen 
of the town, established himself half a mile north of the site of the 
present village of Norwich. Lieutenant Samuel F^artridge with his 
five sons and two daughters settled where Ambrose Currier now lives. 
His son, Elisha Partridge, married Margaret Murdock in 1765, located 
where Charles A. Slack now is. 

Aaron Wright and his son John (lately married to Olive, daughter 
of Samuel Partridge,) occupied the 100 acres next north of Lieu- 
tenant Partridge. Adjoining the Wright family on the north was 
John Hatch (where Deacon John Dutton now lives), who had come 
on from Preston, Conn., with his brother Joseph, the Wrights, Par- 
tridges, and Murdocks, and bringing with him a family of eight chil- 
dren, the younfjest about three years old. A little farther north were 
probably already located the Brown family [Samuel and Israel] and 
the Ball family [Ebenezar, Joseph] . 

At the north part of the town, besides John Slafter, living at the 
river (near John A. Sargent's), there was Captain Hezekiah Johnson 
(where Kichard Waterman now lives), Daniel and (probably) Samuel 
Waterman with families from Alansfield, Conn., Daniel Waterman 
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settling where William Waterman now lives, with James Huntington, 
Peter Thateher and Medad Benton in the same neighborhood, and 
Joseph and Franeis Smalley and Francis Fenton not far off. 

At this time, and still more unmistakably at a later date, we see the 
tide of immigration into Norwich setting strongly towards the high 
lands and away from the banks of streams and rivers. Surprise is 
often expressed that the first settlers in Vermont should almost in- 
variably have made their first clearings and fixed their habitations 
upon the summits of the highest hills. The prominent cause for this 
seems to have been that all low ground was then altogether too wet 
for cultivation. People at the present day have little idea of the ex- 
tent to whieh the surface of the ground has become less moist than 
* when it was covered with an unbroken forest. The opening up of the 
face of the country to the direct contact of sun and wind has wrought 
a wonderful change in this regard. What are now eonsidered the 
most valuable lands in town— the clay lands — were almost entirely 
neglected for many years. 

Mother cause, based somewhat on sentimental considerations, may 
have operated to some extent. If the settler pitched his home upon a 
hill, his situation gave him an outlook and a prospect over the sur- 
rounding <K)untry — a consideration of no mean importance to the 
pioneer and bis family in their solitary life in the woods. That he 
was able to look out and see even the smoke from a neighbor dwelling, 
or watch the progress of his work in a distant clearing, must have 
helped to cheer and support him in his own lonely labors. 

But the life of our pioneer settlers, though involving great hard- 
ships and self-denial, was not altogether isolated and unsocial. Before 
1770 a lai^e and steady stream of immigration was pouring' into the 
new towns along Connecticut river. **The woods were full" of new 
settlers. On foot and on horseback, men, women, and children thronged 
the rough and narrow roads beside the river in the spring of every 
year. Their cano^ and boats dotted the river itself. Late in winter 
or early spring many came by sleds and sleighs drawn upon the firm 
ice that bridged the stream from shore to shore. Rev. Mr. Sanderson, 
in his history of Cbarlestown, N. H., snys that the town was crowded 
with companies which had come there to take an outlook upon the new 
lands of which they had heard marvellous tales from the rangers and 



Digitized by Google 



FIRST MALE CHILD BORK IN TOWN 



33 



soldiers who had traversed the region during the French and Indian 
wars. And it is not strange if the smooth and fertile hillsides and 
rich intervales of Vermont did seem a veritable land of Canaan to the 
immigrant aeciistpmed to the stony and sterile fields of eastern Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut. According to Mr. Sanderson, the traffic 
in supplies for travelers and those newly arrived was a source of 
' much profit to the people of Charlestown. Not only were the inns of 
the place frequently filled to overflowing, but every private famiiy 
had all they could victual and lodge. 

Early in the history of the town the immigrant population began w 
be increased by the native born. The first child born within its limits 
was Lydia Hutchinson, daughter of John Hutchinson^ born Oct. 6, 
1766. John Slafter's daughter Christiana was born Feb. 6, 1768. 
John Waterman, son of Daniel Waterman, is believed to be the first 
male child bom in town. The town records show the names of children 
bom to other pioneer settlers during these first years, among them two 
sons of EUsha Partridge (Reuben and Harper), born Sept. 30, 1771. 
and June, 1769 ; two sons of Elisha Burton (Levi and Stephen) born in 
April, 1768, and December, 1769; and two daughters (Zerviah and 
Lydia) of Josiah Burton, bom respectively Sept. 7, 1767, and Aug. 14, 
1769. Some of these births, with others on record contemporary with 
these, doubtless actually occurred in Connecticut. 

In marked contrast with that motley population of mixed national- 
ities which now pours constantly into the new states and territories 
west of the Mississippi, was the uniform character of the early settlers 
of the towns in the upper valley of the Connecticut. Never was a 
tract of country colonized and settled by a more homogeneous people. 
On both sides of the river, nearly all were emiirrants from Connecti- 
cut, and from that portion of Connecticut lying east of the *;reat river. 
By far the trreater part came from a small group of towns lyin-.; around 
Mansfield and Lebanon. A radius of twenty miles extended in every 
direction from the present town of Willimantic would cover pretty 
much the wholo n-round. As rejrards Xotw ioh, consiclerable research 
amonp the oldest families has not revealed the first one among the 
inhabitants of the town previous to the year ITOO (then numbering 
more than 1,000 souls) that in cominur here did not leave a home in 
eastern Connecticut. Norwich and Hanover were largely settled by 
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emigrants from Mansfield; Hartford, Lebanon and Piermont from 
Lebanon, Conn.; Thetford, Orford and Fairlee from Hebron; and 
Strafford and Sharon from Hebron and Goshen. Most of these towns 
received their first inhabitants in 1765— Thetford, Hartford and Leb- 
anon may have had each one or two families a single year earlier. Of 
Norwich itself, after Mansfield and Preston, Tolland, Lebanon, He- 
bron, WiUington and Coventry were the principal mother towns. From 
JUansfieldj as we have seen, came the pioneer families of John Slafter 
and Capt. Hezekiah Johnson, with the Waterman, Fenton, Hunting- 
ton, Sargent, iind Hovey families. From Tolland came the Benton, 
Newton, Nye, Stimson, Teomans and West families. From Hebron 
came Buck, Sawyer and the Wrights. From Lebanon, Bumap, Cur- 
tis, Lyman, Thatcher, Cushman. From Botton, Olcott, Fellows and 
Boardman. From Norwich, Coit, Baxter and Waterman. From 
Weathersfieldf Goodrich and Loveland. From WUlingtcnf the Cush- 
mans (except Capt. Solomon) and the most numerous branch of the 
Johnsons. From Fra^Minf the Armstrongs. From Ashfordf the 
Hutchinsons. From Lyme, Lewis. From Coventry, Brigham, Hib- 
bard and Spear. From Presion, the Browns, Partridges and Burtons, 
with the Hatch brothers and Thomas Murdoek. 

As the Puritan founders of Massachusetts and Connectieut gave to 
their first pli^ntations in the new world the names of the dear old 
English towns they had left behind, so we find the names of Con- 
necticut towns reappearin;^ in larpe numbers in the Connecticut valley 
towns of Vermont and X( w TIanipshire. Norwich, Hartford, Lebanon, 
Lyme, Plainfield, Enfirld. Windsor and VVoodstoek are examples that 
readily suggest themselves in this immediate neighborhood. Fifty-five 
towns in Vermont, it is said, are the namesakes of Connecticut towns. 

" Here fond remembrance fixed her much loved names." 

Vermont has been called the child of Connecticut. The men who 
sliaped her eai ly history and molded her constitution and laws were 
chiefly Connecticut men. With few exceptions, they were natives of 
Connecticut who filled tlie important offices of the new state for the 
first half century after settlement — the j;overnors, the iudjxes, legis- 
lators; congresHmen and soldiers, who made the name of ''Green Moun- 
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tain Hoys" famous in Ainei'ican liistoiy.* Our stauuch yeomanry 
were oi' tlie same stnll — oi' llie same resolute, enterprisini? and hardy 
race llmt about the same time settled — amid many tribulations — the 
\Vyoininir valley in Pennsylvania, and a few years later, in successive 
mitrrations, s\V("[)t into western New York and tlie Western Reserve of 
Ohio eurryinu Avitli them everywhere the coiiinion school, the town 
meetinjx, and an educated niinistiy, secured the srreat Northwest to 
freedom, and so firmly fixed the character of the institutions that 
dominate to-day in America. Vir<.'inia has been hon )r( d a«! "the 
niotlier of presidents," — to Connect ieut belonjrs the more lioaorable 
title of JKother of free states — and lu i' first-born was Vermont. 

The foumlin?; of Dartmouth Oo!le<ie at Hanover in 1769 was an 
event of cri-eat intere.st and iujporlance to tlie early settlers of Norwich. 
Besides the advantaires it promised for the convenient hit^her educa- 
tion of their children, — advunta«jres to which they were fully a'ive. as 
shown by thfir liheial subscriptions in hnid ami momy to its endow- 
ment — the buildinir up of such an institution in the innnediate neigh- 
borhood created an in.stant demand fur labor and supplies of every 
kind. The president. Doctor Wheelock, throuirh his Indian pupil, 
Samson Occuin, and other agents, had collected in Eni^land and Scot- 
land several thousand pounds to be expended in the establishment and 
support of 8 new college iii the wilderness. The eflfect of this ex- 
penditure Gould not fail to make money more plenty and to oontribute 
in various ways to the material prosperity of the yieina«e. The con- 
version and education of the Indians was the leading purpose that ani- 
mated Doctor Wheelock in thus setting up his college on the very bor- 
ders of civilization. And surely no pious brotherhood of priests, no 
lonely mission of French or S|)anish Jesuits, by western lake or river, 
eTer planted an institution of learning or religion into wilder scenes 
and surroundings. The location of the college at Hanover was de- 
cided upon early in the summer of 1770, after Doctor Wheelock and 
two of the trustees from Connecticut had made a tour of several weekb* 
exploration along the river and through the northern part of New 

♦Seven of the icii fir-t c:<^vemors, and five cf the nine first lieutennnt cfovemors of 
Vermont were natives of Connecticut, as were eleven of the sixteen first judges of the 
Sopreme Court whose p]»ce is known. So were two- thirds of all the h igbec officers of (he 
$tate dvfiny the first fifty years of it^ history. 
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Hampshire. A tradition in the Burton family asserts that the location 
was finally fixed at a conference held at the house of Jacob Burton in 
Norwich, in June, 1770, between Doctor Wheelock and his associates 
and some of the leading men of this and neighboring towns ; a tradition 
by no means improbable, and it may also be here said, incidentally, 
that the location might probably have been placed at Norwidi rather 
than Hanover, had not New Hampshire a short time before, in com- 
pliance with the royal decision of July 20, 1765, formally renounced 
her jurisdiction over all territory west of Connecticut river, in favor 
of New York, thus leaving Norwich just outside the domain of the 
authority (Gfovemor Wentworth of New Hampshire) which had 
granted the college charter. To many of the inhabitants of Norwich 
and adjacent towns. Doctor Wheelock was then personally well known 
as a favorite preacher and for many years the preceptor of Moor*8 
Cliaiity Sclinol at Lebanon, Conn., in the very neighborhood from 
which they had themselves lately come. And while Norwich was at 
this time thickly dotted with clearings and contained nearly 200 people, 
her sister to\Miship of Hanover across the river was still, in ail the 
western portion at least, an almost unbroken wilderness. TTaiiover 
Plain was a forest of i?i^antic white pines, some of which reached a 
height of more than 200 feet.* The stalwart sons of Jacob Burton, 
with other young men from Norwich, helped to cut down these moTi- 
archs of the primitive forest in the early summer of 1770, so that when 
Doctor Wheelock came on with workmen and teams in the August 
followinp:, a beginning hnd hvf^n made and sunshine admitted to a 
few acres of jrround where the villajre of Hanover now stands. 

A few weeks later when the family of President Wheelock and 
students to the num!)er of about thirty arrived, a lojj hut ciLi-litecn feet 
square was the only bnil(]in<T roady to receive them. A house for the 
prrsidcTit. and a collefre hiiildiii*: ^il'xSO fret, both of locrs ^ had been 
eoiiitnciHM'd. A unifine spcflacle it must liave hcr^u wlieii tlie st ]'a i ii 
procrssioii of Moor's Charity School and Dartnioulli ColleLre made 
their debut into llauover, as they emerged slowly from the surrounding 

• 

*One tree was found to be aye feet by actual measurement. An acre of land could be 

enclosed, it is said, by four of these monsters properlj' felled. The white pine is one of 
the longest lived of our native trees. Doctor Williams says that some of the largest pines 
on Connecdcut river, of the original growth, were asc^tained to be between 300 and 400 
yean old, b^ count of their concentric rines wh^n cut. 
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forest into the little clearing on some September ai'ternoon in 1770, 
the students on foot, driving before them a few cows and pigs be- 
loiiLrin^r to the eollecre, the whole equipmenl nod endowment of the in- 
stitution loaded into a few ox earts, and Madame Wheelock and the 
females of the Doctor's family brin^in^' up the rear in the family 
earriaye — the fii'st four-wheeled vehicle, assui(*<lly, that ever rolled 
into this part of the country. Until the last of October, when the 
eolicL-e building was made fit for occupation, the students camped out 
in booths wliieli they made for themselves of boughs and bark, in true 
Indian fashion. 

The journals and correspondence of President Wheelock, in these 
first years following' the establishment of the college at Hanover, are 
curious and in.structive, as afl'ording some insight into the manner of 
life and the difficulties and trials experienced in making new settle- 
ments at that period. Writing to Doctor Erskine Dec. 7, 1770, he says: 
"My nearest neighbor in town is 2 1-2 miles from me; I ean see nothing 
but the lofty pines about me." (There were about twenty families 
at that time living in the east part of Hanover, three or four miles 
baek from the river.) 

The difficulty of procuring provisions compelled the sending of part 
of the studenia back to Connectieut, at the beginning of the first win- 
ter. Breadstuffs were brought chiefly from Northfield and Montague, 
Mass., for the subsistence of the settlement and school. For two years 
the larger part of the supply of food for the support of the school was 
transported from one to two hundred miles, over bad roads, from the 
older settlements of New Hampshire and Massachusetts. Doctor 
Wheelock writes that the cheapest fodder he had for his teams and a 
few cows the second winter after coming to Hanover, was brought 
forty miles on sleds by oxen. Active and persistent efforts were at the 
same time put forth to make the colony self supporting. A saw and 
grist mill was built on Mink Brook in 1771, seventy acres of land 
cleared and twenty cropped with wheat, and about fifteen tons of hay 
cut and stacked. In September, 1773, he reports about thirty tons of 
hay cut that summer, reaped twenty acres .of English grain, and 
twenty acres of Indian com on the ground; fifteen acres fenced and 
sowed to winter wheat; 500 acres had been cut and girdled for future 
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eultivatioD, aod about 2,000 acres of wilderness" enclosed with 
fence, ''so that oxen, cows, horses, etc., may be restrained from ramb- 
ling beyond my reach." He employed from twenty to thirty men 
laboring for the college in his farming and building operations. His 
live stock consisted of seven oxen and twenty cows. Whole number 
of students during the year, about eighty, indudingr sixteen or seven- 
teen Indian boys. • * * * "A little more than three years ago," 
lie adds, "there was nothing to be seen here but a horrid wilderness. 
Now there are fleven comfortable d\vellin«r houses, besides one for the 
students, built by tradesmen and others, who have settled within sixty 
rods of the eollejre. " 

Our Norwich settlens, as already intimated, sympathized keenly with 
Doctor Wheelock, their vrnei able friend and former neighbor at Leb- 
anon, Conn., in his benevok lit designs and self denying labors t() re- 
move his charity school and set up a college at their very doors. And 
they testified their sense of the importance of his undertaking to them- 
selves by contributing? liberally from their slender means for its en- 
dowment. Besides labor and materials which, in the jjeneral absence 
of money in the new settlements, were most readily afl'orded, a list of 
subscribers which has been preserved shows that nearly every adult 
male person then livini; in town ^'ave the infant college some pecuniary 
help in its day of small bci^innin.fis. 

rit'vituis to its lofation at Hanover in 177('. a snbsci'iption paper 
had been circulalcd throimh the towns aloni^- both sides of the river, 
which were the only towns that then contained any considerable popu- 
lation. The Norwich subscribers to this jiapcr were tliii-t y-fonr in 
number, and their subscriptions amoiuit in the a .:!Jiet;ate to £35, 1(K in 
money and about 600 acres of land jriven to the eolleue. This amount 
was probably largely increased in the years immediately following 
1770. 

The counties of Cumberland and (lloneester had been orjrauized by 
New ^'ork in 170ii, out of the tei ritoj y lyi.i*; between the Green Moun- 
tains aiul Connecticut River. Tn the year 1771 a census of these conn- 
ties was made under the authority of that province. All the towns in 
Wiudhani and Windsor Counties, as /lovv constituted, belonfred to 
Cumberland County; the remaining portion of the state to the north- 
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ward, then mostly unsettled, was called the county of Gloncester * 

By the census of 1771, the population of the two counties of Cum- 
herland and Gloucester was returned as 4669 — (Cumberland, 3947; 
Gloucester, 722). Norwich was found to contain 206 people distributed 
among forty families. In this enumeration the inhabitants were dassi- 
iied as to age and sex only. The number of males above sixteen years 
of age was found to be 66, the number of females 48. The number 
of males under sixteen was 53, the number of females 39. The num- 
ber of children or young people under sixteen (92 out of a total of 
206) is remarkable. Reckoning forty families in town, there would 
remain twenty-six unmarried men and eight unmarried women over 
sixteen years old in the new settlement. 

Using the results of this census in connection with the list of sub- 
scribers to the Dartmouth College fund of 1770 and with some help 
from the town records, we are able to ascertain with eonsiderable cer- 
tainty the names of each of the forty men, heads of families, living 
in Norwich in the year 1771. These are the names of the principal 
pioneer settlers of the town, and they may properly be regarded and 
here recorded as the 



♦In the first orj^aiiizaiion of eastern Vermont into counties by New Y'ork. Norwich 
belonRed to CumbLiiand County. In March, 1772, a change of boundary was made 
which placed the town in Gloucester Counly. In the new division,which was thenceforth 
nwinUuned, the north line o£ the county of Cumberland began at the southwest comer of 
Royaltottiand tan thence on a coutae of South 60 d^ees East to Connecticut River. 



Fathers op the Town 



John Hutchinson 
Nathan Messenger 
Jacob Burton 
Gliomas Murdoeic 
Elisha Burton 
John Sargent 
Josiah Burton 
Samuel Partridge 
Elisha Partridge 
John Hatch 
Joseph Hatch 
Aaron Wright 
John Wright 



John Slafter 
Hezeldali Johnson 
Daniel Waterman 
Samuel Waterman 
Josiah Goodrich 
Timothy Bush 
Peter Thatcher 
Joseph Stnalley 
Francis Smalley 
James Huntington 
Medad Beaton 
John Burnap 
David Turner 
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Samuel Brown 
John Hopson 



Daniel Baldwin ( f ) 
Jesse Geer (?) 
Qershem Bartlett ( ?) 



Samuel Hutchinson 



Ebenezar Ball 
Joseph Lewis 
Elijah Gates 



John Rogers ( ?) 
Elisha Crane ( f) 
Isaac Fellows (f) 



Samuel Wright 
Benjamin Hatch 
Israel Brown 
Samuel Partridge, Jr. 
Samuel Brown, Jr. 
Simeon Carpenter 
Jonas Riehards 

Twenty-seven of the above names are found on the college snbscrip* 
tion list of 1770. In respect only to the last six names [marked with 
the interrogation ( ?)] does any uncertainty exist, and here the doubt 
does not relate to their residence, but aa to whether their respective 
families had then come into town. 

The names in the left hand column belong to men who settled in the 
south and those in the right hand column to settlers in the north or 
central portions of the town. The following may be added, names of 
unmarried young men then resident here and actively engaged in the 
work of settlement : — Israel Brown, Peter Thatcher, Joseph Ball, Sam- , 
ucl Hutchinson, Jr., Daniel Baldwin, James Smalley, and Ebenezar 
Jaques. 

The figures set against other towns in Cumberland County, in the 
census of 1771, show Norwich in the first rank if not leading all others 
in the number of its population. Hartford had 190, Sharon 68, Hart* 
land 144, and Windsor 203. 

Across tlie river, the nearest New llanij sliire towns contained nura- 
hovs very similar. Two years later, in 1773, Hanover had 342 (in- 
cludinj; 8 slaves and 90 students at college), Lebanon 295, Ij>'me 241, 
and Orford 222. But in those two years Norwich had made large 
gains. 

Ten years had now elapsed since the town was chartered by New 
Ilanipshire and five since the tide of immicrration first s( t vi^'orously 
into it. A little community of more than 200 persons had been col- 
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lected, scores of clearings made in the primitive forest, and a virgin 
soil made to yield food for man and beast; roads had been opened, 
mills built, a church had been organized (in 1770), and the homes of 
the people began to possess some of the most indispensable cointorts 
of civilized life. Children played where but lately the bear ana woil: 
roamed inimolested and uuscared. 

But everything was still crude and rough in the uew frontier town ; 
the people lived in log houses almost destitute of furniture or utensils, 
ate coarse food and wore homespun clothes of linen oi- woolen fabric. 
It was a lonir way yet to the railroad and telegi'ai)h, to pianos and 
sewing macliJiies, or even to the fii-st eooking stove. It was more than 
thirty years later before Norwich had a postoffice. 
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NORWICH IN THE CONTROVERSY WITH NEW YORK 

A. D. 1 765-1 790 

The contest with New York in regard to land titles was the first of 
a aeries of political commotions that arose to disquiet and vex the 
settlers on the New Hampshire Grants, to turn their thoughts and 
energies away from the improvement of their little properties, and 
check their growing prosperity. In this contest the inhahitants of the 
upper valley of the Conneetieut in general took no active part. 

They all held their lands under New Hampshire Grants, and as New 
York never regranted the same lands to other parties, or attempted 
to dispossess them or molest them in any manner in the quiet enjoy' 
ment thereof, they had personally no cause for controversy with the 
aiithorities of that province. The town records of Norwich contain no 
allusion to the vexed questions that occupy so large a space in contem* 
poraiy history on the west of the Green Mountains, nor do the words 
'*New York'' once occur on these records, except in conveywoes of 
land from one person to another, where the property is described as 
lying in the "Province of New York. ' * The authority and jurisdiction 
of Isew York were for the most part quietly ignored. No active par- 
tis;t4is of her claims are known to have resided in town, nor did the 
town "in apprehenraon of future loss of their landed property," pro- 
cure at a heavy expense a new charter from the New York govern- 
ment confirming them in possession, as was the case with a large pro- 
portion of the towns in 'what is now Windsor County. The farthest 
that the town went in apparent recognition of New York jurisdiction, 
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waa in the election of sundry town officers under their New York 
names, as supervisors instead of sdectmmf (issessors for Usters, three 
commissioners of highways (whose business waa to lay out and alter 
"highways), three overseers of the poor, two or more constables^ and in 
1775 and 1776, a board of three trustees. This fashion prevailed from 
1770 to 1776, when they finally disappear from the records, and the 
good old New England names of town offieer»-Haelectmen, listers, eon* 
stable, etc., were promptly restored, and the other offices of tithing 
men, luiywards, grand jurymen, etc., unknown to municipal govem- 
ment in New York, were filled again. It is worthy of remark, too, 
that Norwich never changed the time of holding the annual town meet- 
ing from March to May, in conformity to New York law and usage, 
as was done in most of the neighboring towns during the period of 
New York ascendancy. Soon after Vermont came into being as a 
State, in 1778, these towns by common consent returned to the ancient 
practice of March meetings, which they had derived from New Hamp- 
shire with their first charters, and which is still preserved in both 
states. 

The influence of New York probably reached its height east of the 
Qreen Mountains about 1772 or 73. This was before the arbitrary pol- 
icy of that province towards the New Hampshire settlers west of the 
mountains was fully developed, and its actions of ejectment and 
proclamations of outlawry against the leaders of the Green Mountain 
Boys had everywhere created a feeling of disaffection and dislike to 
its authority. It was nlnmi this time that Peter Olegtt emigrated to 
N'orwicli and Josopli Marsh to Hartford. Both of these men at once 
took leading positions in their I'espective towns, became large land 
holders, and, there is reason to believe, were at first inclined to look 
with favor upon the claims of New York to rightful jurisdiction over 
the Xe\v Hampshire Grants. 

About this time (May 10, 1772) John Hatch of Norwich was pom- 
missioned a justice of tlie pcaop by New York and acted as such for 
several years so far as lo take acknowledgment of deeds and authenti- 
cate legal papers. Mr. Hatch was the first person to hold tlie office 
of magistrate in to^\T^, and the only inhabitant who is known to have 
held civil office under New York appointment. He was ever after 
familiarly known as Esquire John Hatch.* 
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In 1772 the town of Hartford took out a charter under New Tork, 
as either the same year or earlier did Windsor, Woodstock, Chester, 
Springfield, Wethcrsfield, Cavendish, Reading and Plymouth. In all 
of these towns the forms of government of New Tork were mneh in 
* vogue for several years. The fees paid to New York officials for these 
charters were generally $2,000, or upwards, against ahout $300 orig* 
inally paid to New Hampshire for a like service; and a quit rent of 
2* 9^ sterling on each 100 acres was demanded in place of the 9^ pro- 
vided for in the New Hampshire charters. [For speeimen of a town 
charter by New Tork, see Vermont Histoiy JAagazine, Vol. 11, pp. 
808<11.] The records of deeds in Norwich witness that there existed 
for several years, perhaps, some nervousness in the minds of real 
estate owners, as to the validity of title under New Hampshire grants, 
inasmuch as in the conv^ance of land by deed, the grantor did not 
. usually give an absolute warranty of title, but limited his warrant only 
against persons claiming by, through or under himself, or the original 
New Hampshire grantee. 

At the first organization of the counties of Cumberland and Glouces- 
ter by New Tork in 1766, out of the territory lying east of the Green 
Mountain range, Norwich was included in Cumberland County f but a 
new division was made in 1772, which placed the town, with Sharon 
and Boyalton, within the limits of Gloucester County. The census 
of the previous year had shown the latter county to contain a popu- 
lation of only 722, while Cumberland County returned 3944— more 
than one>half the population of Termont at that time. Newbury, 
Mooretown [Bradford], Thetford, and Strafford were the only towns 
in Gloucester Coimty then containing any considerable population. 

Earnest efforts were early made by New Tork to set up the ma- 
chinery of county government in Gloucester Coimty, but with very 
indifferent success, tlthough there were some decided partisans of that 
jurisdiction living in the north part of the county. Appointments of 
judges, sheriff, and other county officers were made, and the county 
seat was Innated at the present town of WashitiLcton, in Orange Counly, 
which had been granted previous to 1770, by New York to the corpor- 
ation of King's College, in the city of New York, under the name of 

*Samttcl Partridge hdd a military connniMton issued by New York. 
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Kiii^^sland. The county buiklui^s here ('(msisted of a loi: jail built at 
the center of the town some time befoie it had any permanent inhabi- 
tants, and wliieh stood for many years afterwards to be pointed out 
by the curious as an interesting? monument of our early history. Only 
a single instance is remembered in which this jail was used as a prison. 
In this case the prisoner had taken along with him a few potatoes 
for sustenance during his confinement. Finding imprisonment intol- 
erable in that lonely place in the woods, he soon broke jail, but with 
rare forethought or benevolence he planted the potatoes he had left, for 
the benefit of future occupants, in front of the jail, where — ^it is added 
— ^they grew spontaneously for years afterwards. 

The great distance from the seat of government in New York, and 
the scanty and scattered population in Gloucester County, probably 
delayed a complete organization of county a/foirs — so prominent in the 
New York system of government — such as prevailed for many years 
in the more populous southern county of Cumberland. There is no 
evkleuce that Gloucester County was ever represented in the New York 
lefpislative body, either in colonial times or after the rupture with 
Great Britain. Jacob Bagley of Newbury was chosen a delegate to the 
New York Congress in 1775, but did not take his seat. 

Aside from the town of Kingsland, above mentioned, the only grants 
of land made by New Yoric in Gloucester county, known to the writer, 
were the town of Bradford, under the name of Mooretown, in 1770, 
and the town of Boyalton, under the name of Lintfield. Both these 
townships covered grants previously made by 'New Hampshire, but 
for some reason the original grantees in each case seem not to have 



An amuring account of an attempt to hold court at this shire town in the month of 

February, 1771, by John Peters, clerk, and John Taplin, and John Taplin. Jr.. judge and 
sheriff of the court of common pleas of the county of Gloucester, is found in Volume I, 
Pb968 of Government and Council,** copied from the Documentary History of New 
York, wherein it appears as an official record. It reads as follows : — Feb. 25, 1771. — 
Set out from Mooretdwn for Kinjfsland, traveled until nii;ht. I'lu rt; beinp nn road and 
the snow very deep, we traveled on snowshoes or rackets. On the 26th we travelled some 
ways and held a council, when it was conduded it was best to open court. As we saw no 
line, it was not known whether in King^and or not But we concluded we were far in the 
woods ; we did not expect to see any honse unless we marched three miles within Kings- 
land, and no one lived there, when the court was ordered to be opened on the spot." — 
Ten yeaia later the town was regranted (Aug. 8» 1781} to Elisha Burton of Norwich and 
others, by the legislature of Vermont, nnder the name of Washington. 



Digitized by Google 



46 



UlSTO&y OF NORWICH 



availed themselves of their grants for tlie i)iirpose of settlement, and 
the same h:\(] tliei efore lapsed, so that no controversy arose concerning 
the title to lauds. 

The dealings of the New York authorities in general with the New 
Hampshire settlers east oi' the mountains, appear to have been much 
more temperate and eoneiliatoi v from the beginning than with their 
brethren on the west side, and there is much to support the belief, 
which has been widely entertained, that such was the studied policy 
of the New York- otTicials. With this view% separate county govern- 
ments were ereeteel on the east side, office^'ed from its own people, 
while the whole western section was annexed to the existing Xew York 
counties of Albany and Charlotte, and harassed l)y writs of ejectment, 
shei'ifiPs, bosses, and other oppressive measures. And while it is prob- 
able that tlie leading men of Norwich, la common with many in Cum- 
berland and Gloucester Counties, did not exactly approve all the 
doings of the "Bennington Mob," as the New York officials styled 
those most active in resisting them, yet when the hour was ripe for a 
final separation from that justly hated government, and for the erec- 
tion of the whole of the New Hampshire Grants into a new State, we 
find Jacob Burton and Thcnnas Murdock, two influential citizens of 
the town, sitting as delegates in the General Convention at Westmins- 
ter January 15-17, 1777, and among the most prominent and active 
members of that body. 

At this convention the decisive step was taken of renouncing at once 
and forever all political connection with New York, and it was further 
unanimously Voted, that the district of land commonly called and 
known by the name of New Hampshire Granta be a new and separate 
State." A formal Declaration of Independence was drawn up by a 
committee of five of which Thomas Chittenden and Jacob Burton were 
members. This committee made report to the convention on the 16th, 
in the following terms: — ^''Your committee, to whom was referred the 
form of a declaration setting forth the right the inhabitants of the 
New Hampshire Grants have to form themselves into a separate and 
independent state or government, beg leave to report, viz : 

*'l That whenever protection ia withheld, no allegience is due, or 
can of right be demanded. 

**2 That whenever the lives and properties of a part of a eommmiit^ 
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have been manifestly aimed at by either the legislative or executive au- 
thorily of such community, necessity requires a separation. Your com- 
mittee is of opinion that the foregoing has, for many years past, been 
the conduct of the monopolizing land-traders of the colony of New 
York, and that they have been not only countenanced, hut ^ouraged, 
by the legislative and executive authorities of said state or colony. 
Many overt acts, in evidence of this truth, are so fresh in the minda 
of members, that it would be needless to name them/' 

After referring to a resolution of Congress of May 15, 1776, in sup- 
port of their action, they proceed as follows: — Your committee, hav- 
ing duly deliberated on the continued conduct of the authority of 
New York, before recited, and considering that a just right exists in 
this people to adopt measures for their own security, not only to 
enable them to secure their rights against the usurpations of Great 
Britain, but also against that of New York, and the several other 
governments claiming jurisdiction of this territory, do offer the fol- 
lowing 

DECLARATION 

*'Thi9 convention, whose members are duly chosen by the free voice 
of their constituents, in the several towns on the New Hampshire 
Grants, in public meeting assembled, in our own names, and in behalf 
' of our constituents, do hereby proclaim and publicly declare that the 
district of territory comprehending and usually known by the name 
and description of the New Hampshire Grants, of right ought to be, 
and is hereby declared forever hereafter to be considered as a separate, 
free and independent jurisdiction or state. • • • • Further" 
imref we declare by all the ties held sacred among men that we will 
firmly stand by and support one another in this our declaration of a 
state, and in endeavoring as much as in us lies to suppress all un- 
lawful routs and disturbances whatever. Also, we will endeavor to 
secure to every individual his life, peace and property against all un- 
lawful invaders of the same.** 

Twelve towns east of the Green Mountains were represented in this 
convention, the first occasion at which delegates from all parts of the 
Grants were present, and the men of Gloucester and Cumberland here 
first joined hands in a common cause with the Green Mountain boys 
of the western section who had so resolutely resisted from the first the 
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arbitrary and unjuat measurea of the New York goTemment, and 
whose determmed attitude had doubtless saved them from the eonse- 
quenees of a -violent collision with the authorities of that goTemment 
The spirited action of the convention at Westminster led to the 
calling of another convention which met the following July at Wind- 
sor, where a constitution and frame of government were established 
foi* the new Statb of Yebuont,* whose independence though assailed 
hj powerful foes from many quarters, was maintained through fifteen 
years of controversy and struggle with a courage and sagacity on the 
part of its supporters rarely equalled, until on the 4th of March, 
17dl,'"the star that never sets" finally took its place in the constel- 
lalion of states forming the American Union. 

*Peter Olcott and Jacob Burton were delegates from Norwich to this Convention. 
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PROPOSED UNION WITH NEW HAMPSHIRE* 

in pursuance of votes passed jiikI inst ructions ^iv(Mi hy the to\\Tis of 
Newbury, Moretuwii, Nurwich Jind 1 lart foi-d, lying on the New Hamp- 
shire Grants, so called, west oi" Coiinecl iciit river, proposing to take 
some measures to be inroi iin d of the honorable General Court of New 
Hampshire, whether a union of the territory aforesaid can be effected 
with the State of New Hampshire, in ct>nsequence of their claim over 
the same, on terms lionorable and mutually beneficial, ami a|)i)<)intiii}j: 
Comiiiiltoos from those several towius to Jiieet at Theli'ord, iii oicU^r 
further to consult on the subject and gain information therein in such 
way and manner as may appear most advisable; — The said Commit- 
tees ho'mi; convened in consequence of the votes and instructions afore- 
said, after mature deliberation came to the following 

Resolutions 

*^ Resolved, that it evidently appears to be the wish and desire of the 
towns above named, a,s by their votes and instructions is expressed, 
and also by good information it appears to be the desire of several 
other towns who have not had opportunity to be represented at this 
time, — that the territory aforesaid, or part thereof, should be united 
with the State of N. H. and be under its jurisdietion, provided it can 
be' done on terms honorable and mutually advantageous; and that we 
therefore think it our duty to enquire of the S** Gen. Court of N, H. 
whether, agreeably to their claim aforesaid^ the Territory or Grants 
above mentioned, or part thereof, may on such terms be imited with 

•In this cha{)ter are recorded the proceeding*- looking towards a union of the 
tcnm» of Newbury, Moretown, Norwich and llarttord with the State of New 
Hampsbire after the failure of the Second Vermont Union with New Hampshire 
tomw in 178a. The fficts here subjoined ar^ from New Hampshire State Papers. 
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and beeome part of State : and that we imagine such an union might 
be formed to the general benefit, well bdng and interest of the whole. 

** Resolved, that if the Hon. G«n, Oourf of N. H. are disposed 6r de- 
sirous to extend jurisdiction oyer the territory aforesaid, or a part 
thereof, they be earnestly requested to signify their dispomtaon there- 
for to the several towns in their said claims as soon as conveniently 
may be, and also manifest their ideas respecting judicial and other 
proceedings under the authority of Vt. (cases now pending in courts, 
&e.) ; and if a seasonable adjustment of these last mentioned and other 
necessary matters can take place, we have full reason to believe and 
assert, that the greater part of the inhabitants in territory would 
readily acknowledge the authority of N. H. — Expecting doubtless at 
the same time, that some direction or assistance will be afforded in 
guarding the frontiers — 

*^ Resolved, that the following Memorial be transmitted to and laid . 
before the Hon. Gren. Court of N. H. together with these Remlutions, 
and that Abel Curtis, Esq., be appointed Agent to wait on that hon- 
orable Court with the same — ^And that S*^ Agent be desired and em- 
powered to make and receive such further proposals, agreeable to the 
traor hereof, as may then be jud^d beneficial and expedient. 

Memorlvl 

' * To the Hon. General Court of New Hampshire, to be convened at 
Concord in and for S*' State, on the Second Tuesday in June next, the 
Committees aforesaid, in the name and behalf of the Towns above 

nrmed. beg leave to represent: — 

"(1) That the Grantees and occupants of the greater part of the 
lands in the territory aforesaid were possessed of titles from the gov- 
ernor of N. H., and were in expectation of continuing under the 

jurisdiction of that Government — 

**That the people in territory were very unexpectedly and dis- 
agreeably involved in difficulties and calamities by beinfr annexed to 
N. Y. by the royal edict in the year 1764: — out of which they ever 
were desirous and endeavored to extricate themselves: — ^but without 
success until after tlie niemora})le American I? evolution, when for 
tb''i'- Tiiutiial benefit and protection ati-ainst the efl'orts of internal and 
external foes they were impelled by o^g§9ity to form iuXQ ft separate 
jurisdiction. 
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"That neeessity add necessity only induced the inhabitants of the 
lOWhs above mentioned and many others to unite and continue under 
the new Government [Vermont], being unjustly deprived of that 
jarifldietion and protection from N. H. whieli they had a right to ex- 
peet and enjoy. 

*'And while they have esteemed the Congress of the U. S. to be the 
guardians of the rights of a numerous and free people, and have been 
ready to stand forth in the defence of and support of the cause of 
America, they have for a long while looked to them for a settlement 
of our tmhappy disputes; but hitherto to no purpose. 

"That while on the one hand we view with keenest anxiety a negotia> 
tion on foot with the British [in Canada] greatly to the detriment of 
the public cause, and tending to our final ruin without a speedy 
remedy — ^whieh we are not at present in a capacity to obtain or afford 
—on the other hand we may view our rights violated in the most fla- 
grant manner and our liberties trampled upon by a number, without 
rebuke or remorse. 

"And therefore, unless a number of men be raised or afforded for the 
defence of these frontiers, we must view their situation to be indeed 
very distressed and unhappy. 

"That although we do not wish to involve ourselves under greater 
disadvantages to obtain relief from our present troubles, we think it 
our duty nevertheless to inquire whether the jurisdiction of N. H. 
may not be as real as its claim, and whether the territory aforesaid 
may not be speedily united with and become a part of that State, oa 
such principles as may be honorable, mutually beneficial and advan- 
tageous to the whole. Being persuaded that the territory on ae^ 
count of its fertility, &c., may greatly add to the wealth and resources 
of New Hampshire. 

"The Committee aforesaid therefore beg that your honors would 
take the several matters hereinbefore suggested into your wise consid- 
ratioD, and rest assured yon will. pursue such measures thereupon as 
will eventually prove for the best good of N. H. and the territory 
aforesaid, whose interests ought doubtless to be inseparable. 

"Signed by order and in behalf of the Committers aforesaid, this 
31*' day of May, A. D. 1782, and in the sixth year of American Indo- 
penden^e, 

"BxLDAp Andbos, Chairman." 



Digitize^! by Google 



52 



HISTORY OF NORWICH 



The above BesoIutioiiB and Memorial beammmistakable internal 
eyidence that they came from the pen of Abel Curtis. 

The moyement of these four towns was deemed of sufficient im> 
portance to ooeaaion Governor Chittenden of Vermont to despatch Col. 
Ira Allen to Concord to counteract the influence of Mr. Curtis with the 
General Court of New Hampshire. 

See Governor and Couneil. 
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NORWICH AND DARTMOUTH COLLEGE 

N<>twithstandinf^ the fact that Norwich had for many years within 
its boi ders a colle£,nate institution of its own, founded and directed by 
its most distinguished son, the relations of our people towards the 
sister institution on the opposite bank of the Connecticut were always 
intimate and friendly. 

Dartmouth CoUeije had been in successful operation for half a cen- 
tury when Captain Partrid^'e first planted his Military Academy on 
Norwich Plain in 1820. The town and the college began their exist- 
ence at about the same time, and during the days of their infancy 
and weakness had learned to be mutually helpful. Thus the college 
and the conmiunity grew up together. The founders of Norwich, 
almost without exception, were from the vicinity of Lebanon, Conn., 
the seat of Hev. Dr. Wheelock's Indian School, and were generally 
well acquainted personally and by reputation with the venerable 
founder of tlie Coilej^e before he transplanted his school from that 
town into the wilds of western New Hampshire in the autumn of 1770. 
There is a current tradition — I know not how authentic it may be — 
that Doctor Wheelock would himself have preferred to locate his col- 
lege on the west bank of the river at Norwich instead of at Ilauover, 
had it not been for the fact that Norwich was at that time nominally 
within the jurisdiction of New York, and lay therefore outside of the 
territorial liioits of tliat eohmy wMeh had conferred the charter and 
corporate existence for the new institution. However that may be, 
there can be little doubt that as regard its immediate surroundings 
the college would, have been more advantageously situated at Nor- 
wich during its earliest years than at Hanover. By the New Tork 
eensus of 1771, Norwich contained 206 inhabitants. A census of 
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Hauover lour years earlier <i:ave that town but ninety-two, and these 
were located chiefly in the eastern and northern portions. Norwich 
was dotted with settlers' eabins and little clearing^s while Hanover 
Plain was still a dense pine forest. Writiiifr from TTaiiover, Dec. 7, 
1770, President Wheelock says: ''My nearest neiiihbor in town is 2 1-2 
miles from me; I can see nothing but the lofty pines about me." Nor- 
wich had at that time both saw and y^rist mills in operation ; and it 
i« more than probal)le that whatever sawed lumber was used in the 
construction of the first colle«?e buildings at Hanover had been rafted 
across the river from Captain TTateirs or Jacob Burton's saw mills 
near the mouth of Blood Brook in Norwich. 

Althoneh it received its charter from Governor Wentworth in 1769, 
the collef^e wa.s not dehnitely located at Hanover until the early sum- 
mer of 1770, after eight weeks spent by President AVheelock and one 
or two of the trustees in a personal examination of the valley from 
Charlestown to Haverhill and many consultations with the leading 
men of the towns on both sides of Connecticut River, It was at a 
conference at the house of Jacob Burton in Norwich that this decision 
was finally reached. While the canvass for the location was mnn^ on, 
subscriptions in aid of the proposed college were solicited from the 
settlers along the river. The people almost invariably were poor. 
Many families had scarcely a roof to shelter wife and babies; still, 
out of their poverty they responded generously to the call. The Gen- 
eral Court of Massachusetts is said to have taxed each householder 
in that colony a peck of meal in 1636, for the endowment of Harvard 
College; but the pioneer settlers of Norwich did better than that. 
Their voluntary donations in land and money for the founding of 
Dartmouth in the summer of 1770 were as follows t 



Jacob Bttiton 
Ebenezar fiall 
Thomas Murdock 
Elisha Crane 
Philip Smith 
Capt. Ilezekiah Johnson 
John Sargent 
Timothy Bush 
Peter Thatdier 



MONEY 
Acres 1 s. 
67 1 
33 

33 10 
33 lo 
33 « 
8o I 

40 2 10 

40 2 

40 15 



Danid Waterman 
John Slafter 
Samuel Hutchinson 
Medad Benton 
John Hatch 
Samut^l Partridge 
Elisha Paitridfre 
Jonas Richards 
Joseph Hatch 



Mf)XEY 
Acres 9 ». d. 

40 I 

a 10 
2 

a 10 

* 5 
10 
to 

33 I 
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MONEY 




HONEM 




Acres 


& s. 


d. 


Acres & s. d' 


Josiah Burton 


90 




Aaron Wright 


X 10 


Israel Brown 


27 


10 


P rancis Smalley 


X 


D«d«l Baldmn 


13 


to 


• Joseph Ban 


X 


Ftftncis Fenton 


33 




Jona Ball 


5 


John Hutchinson 




I 


loSamue! Brown 


2 5 


Elisba Burton 




I 


loSamuel Waterman 


7 6 


Nathan Messenger 






sSamnd Partiidffe, Jr. 


10 


John Wright 




I 


Ebenesar Jaqnes 


7 6 



These donations amounted to 589 acres of land and 35 pounds, 15 
shillings in cash. There were other gifts dnring the years immediately 
following as well as contributions of labor and materials from time to 
time — ^&om sueh as bad nothing else to give. 

Nor does it appear that the infant settlement failed to endow the 
college in a higher sense. To Dartmouth went the bright boys of the 
Norwich pioneers for an education. The distinction belongs to Nor- 
wich of furnishing the first graduate from Vermont. No brighter 
intellects are found upon the roUs of the institution during the first 
decade of its history than those of Abel Curtis and Asa Burton. More 
than thirtiy descendants of the tw^lEij^four families represented in the 
list of contributors above given have since received the honors of the 
college; and if we admit a dozen other families that settled in Norwich 
previous to 1780, the number is increased to upwards of fifty who 
have been thus honored. 

The^ principal men of Norwich were in close' alliance with the au- 
thorities of Dartmouth College in promoting an interesting political 
movement (the secret history of which has never been fully written)* 
that was industriously worked for about six years following 1776. 
This was a scheme to form a new state in the upper valley of the Con- 
necticut, to include the New Hampshire Grants on both sides of the 
river, whose capital should be Hanover or some town centrally located 
on the east or west bank, and whose intellectual and educational center 
should be Dartmouth College. This was by no means the visionary 
scheme it would now appear to be. As affairs then stood, it had much 
to recommend it; but the project failed in spite of the able and earnes': 
efforts of its supporters (who comprised a large majority of the most 
influential people in the river towns), chiefly because fate and Ira 
and Ethan Allen of the new State of Vermont were against it. It 
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was but a natural result, however, of their mutual labors and sacri- 
fices for this *4ost cause." that the town and the college should be 
drawn closer togelhci' m sympathy and in friendly offices. 

Local influences, it is fair to presume, had some share in securing 
to Dartmouth Colleg:e from the legislature of Vermont, at its session 
at Norwich iu June, 1785, the grant of a full township of land in 
Caledonia County (named Wheelock in honor of the founder of the 
college), the rents and profits of which have ever since accrued to the 
benefit of the college. A few years earlier, when Vermont extended 
her jurisdiction over the New Hampshire Grants east of the Connecti- 
cut River, the district of Dresden was admitted to representation in the 
legiaiatare as a distinct munieipality, embracing the corporation of 
Dartmouth College — a privilege never accorded by New Hampdiiro 
itself. 

Out of a multitude of facts and circumstances like those above noted 
the conviction was eai 1^^ established in the minds of a large majority 
of the people of eastern Vermont, that they and the people of New 
Hampshire had a common interest in Dartmouth College. The amount 
of patronage which Vermont has given to that institution in supplying 
it with students has accordingly be^ second only to that of New 
Hampshire, to the serious detriment, it must be confessed, of our own 
State University at Burlington. Indeed, it may be questioned whether 
more Vermont young men have not sought an education there than at 
both of our Vermont colleges. The proportion of Vermonters in the 
several classes of the academic department during the last fifteen years 
at Dartmouth, has averaged about one quarter of the whole number 
in attendance, while that of New Hampshire has been less than one 
third. In some of the classes between the years 1870 and 1880, the 
proportion from Vermont was from thirty to forty per eexit of l^e 
whole. Of the class that graduated in 1879 not less than forty-one 
per cent were Vermonters. 

Among the aets passed by the legislature of our State, while in 
session at Norwich, in June, 1785, was one granting 23,000 acres of 
land to the Trustees of Dartmouth College, and the President of 
Moor's Charity School. By this act the Governor and Council were 
requested to issue a charter of incorporation for the same, when so 
surveyed, and in pursuance of that request, that land was chartered 
under the name of Wheelock. 
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HANOVER BRIDGE 

The earliest form of transportation across the Connecticut River 
between Norwich and Hanover of which we have any information was 

the canoe of Nathan Messenger, who some time in the summer of the 
year 1765 established a hunting camp near the bank of the river, a 
few rods south ol" where the west end of Hanover bridpro now is. In* 
this cnnoe the family and household ^oods of John Hutchinson were 
brought over from the Hanover side in the late fall of the same year, 
at the completion of their long journey from Ashford, Conn., to their 
new home. This family, with that of Mr. Messenger, were the fir.st 
white persons known to have passed the winter in Norwich, occupying 
together the lo^r hut of Mr. ^lessenger. Jerome TTutehinsfm, a son of 
John. Iheii a cliihl of about three years, was fond in his old aire of 
recountin*; his recolleetions of crossing the river on that occasion, some 
incidents of which never fadid from his meiiiory. The grotesque ap- 
pearance in the water of an old white faced cow (which the family had' 
driven from Connecticut) as she swam behind the canoe during' the 
passaire of the river, was indelibly fixed in his mind. Mrs. Messenger, 
at her home on the Norwich side of the river, was first made aware ol 
the arrival of the Hutchiusons by hearing the cry of their baby from 
the opposite bank, which she afterwards declared was "the sweetest 
music she ever heai d, ' breaking thus unexpectedly the stillness of her 
solitary life in the wood.s. 

After the founding of Dartmouth Colleire and the settlement of ad- 
jacent parts of Hanover five years later, enlarfjed facilities for eros.s- 
ing the river were doubtless provided. The first allusion to a ferry 
at this point is found in the town records of 1778 when a public high- 
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way was laid "from the Ferry place near Mv. John Sargent's to the 
Meetini^hoose'in Norwich," the building of which was commenced that 
year. Parties of volunteer soldiers are remembered to have cros^d 
here in October, 1780, going to the pursuit of the Indians at the time 
of the burning of Royalton. 

Althougli the west Ijank of the Conneeticnt Kiver had been recog- 
nized from the earliest times as the western boundary of New Hamp- 
shire, the tovm of Norwich for many years vigorously asserted and 
maintained its right to one-half of the privilege of a ferry between 
Norwich and Hanover. The exclusive privilege or franchise of oper- 
ating a ferry at tins place (and afterwards of building a bridge) was 
early conferred by the New Hampshire government upon the Trustees 
of Dartmouth College: but the Norwich authorities were slow to give 
up what they regarded their just rights in the matter. During the 
existence of the Second Union of New Hampshire towns with Vermont, 
the ferry seems to have been wholly in the possession and under the 
control of Norwich. 

At a town meeting held March 25, 1782, it was voted "that a com- 
mittee of three be appointed to take the care and manageuient of the 
Ferry by M*"- John Sargent's leading to Dresden, in behalf of the Town 
as our property, it being found that great inconveniences liave arisen 
for want of faithful attendance. And that s'' connnittee be desired 
and empowered to lease out or dispose of the same for the term of 
one year next coming to such person as will give good security for 
constant and faithful attendance. And such committee is further de- 
sired to engage such person the quiet and unmolested possession of 
the I'erry for said term of one year, and that they immediately pro- 
cure a boat for that purpose. The committee chosen: Capt. Joseph 
Hatch, Maj. Elisha Burton and Nath' Brown, Esq." It is apparent^ 
however, that before the end of the year the claims of the town were 
contested by parties in Hanover, for in the record of the annual town 
meeting, March 4, 1783, we find the following entry: "A letter from 
Capt. [Aaron] Storrs respecting the Ferry was read. And the ques^ 
tion thereupon put by Bezaleel Woodward Esquire to the meeting, 
Whether the Town will a^ree to sell the boat put in by the town at 
said Ferry to Capt. I^torrsf It passed nnanimonsly in the negative." 
A committee was then appointed to take eharge of the boat and ferry 
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for the ensuing year, and again to offer the trustees of the college the 
privilege of one-half of the ferry; and in case this offer slumld be 
declined, "to lease out said boat and ferry in such way as tliey may 
judge most beneficial to the town and the public." Nothin<; seems to 
have come of these neg:otiations. and a year later (March 15, 1784) a 
vote was carried in town meetiiijx. "that the Committee who were ap- 
pointed to build the boat two years ajzo for a Ferryl)oat between this 
town and Dresden, be directed to lock up said boat and dispose of the 
same to the best advantasrc": and from tlienceforth we hear no more 
of the town of Xorwieli attemptinj,^ to hold or control the ferry. 

The tirst bridge across the Connecticut Kiver between the states of 
Vermont and New Harnj)shire was built at Bellows Falls in the year 
1785, by Colonel Enoch Hale, of Waipole. This was the only bridge 
on the river north of Massachusetts until 1796, when br idires were 
completed between Windsor and Cornish and between Norwich and 
TTanover.* About the year 1794. a charter was <^i'anted by the legis- 
lature of New Hampshire to build a toll bridge on the river between 
Hanover and Norwich. That was not the first effort, however, to 
build a bridire at this point. More than ten years before (March, 
1783), the town of Norwich appointed a committee "to act with the 
Trustees of Dartmouth College resj)ecting the expediency of endeavor- 
ing to oi)taiu a Lottery, for the purj)ose of erecting a Bridge between 
this town and Dresden, and [to see] whether measures may not be 
entered into to effect such a design." This effort was not successful 
and it was not till 1796 that the towns were finally united by a bridge. 

The town of Norwich does not appear to have been at all suited 
with the project of building a toU bridge. At its annual town meeting, 
March 8, 179G, it was voted uniiuiinously, "that we wish there might 
be a free bridsre built over the river Connecticut at the ferrj' at Doctor 
Lewis' : and in ca.se we cajinot have a free Bridge built there, we rather 
have a feriy kept there than to have a ti>ll bridge built." A committee, 

*The Lyman Bridge between Hartford and Lebanon was commenced in 1797 and 
completed in if?o2;that ^)€tween Fairlee and Orford the same year: between Newbury 
and Haverhill in 1806; Cheshire Bridge, 1805; betweeu Westminster and Waipole, 1807; 
Brattleboro and Hindsdale, 1804: Lyme Bridge, tSta; Gilbeit^s Bridge, 1839.— The Con- 
necticut River was bridged at Hartford, Conn., as early as 1777. Chariea River was first 
bridged between Boston and Charlestown in 1786. Cambridge Bridge was completed in 
1794, and Craijpe'ii Bridije a few years later. 
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consisting of Captain Joseph Hatch, Dootor Joseph Lewis and Colonel 
David Curtis, was at the same time eliosen "to open subscriptions for 
the purpose of ^ece^^^ntr any sum or sums of money or obligations for 
tlie express purpose of buildinLr a free Bridtre over the river Connecti- 
(•ut near Doctor »Josepli Lewis'." This eommittee was also directed 
' " fortliwith to apply to the selectmen of the town of Hanover, to lay out 
a suflicient Hiizhway fi-oni the College Plain to the river, with sufficient 
land adjoining the river at the most proper and convenient place for 
erecting an abutment on that side of the river for a free bridge." The 
people of Norw u-h <lid finally get the free bridi;e tliey longed for, and 
very nnich iu the manner they then sought it, but it was still a long dis- 
tance in the future. Three successive toll bridges rose and disappeared 
and more than half a century of time intervened, before that con- 
sumiiiaiiou was reached.* 

To the towns of Norwich and Hanover belongs the credit of opening 
the firsi free bridge over the Connecticut liiver between Vermont and 
New Hampshire. After much di.scussion and agitation of the subject 
in town meetings and elsewhere, the Bridge Company, in November, 
1858, offered to surrender its charter provided the sum of $800 was 
subscribed by the citizens. This was promptly done, and early in the 
season of 1859, the present free bridge was built by the joint action and 
contributions of th^ two towns. Its eost was about $U,500. It was 
opened for travel in Jnne, and on the first of July it was formally 
dedicated by public observances under the name of the "Ledyard Fres 

*The architect of the first bridge was Richard Graves, a graduate of Dartmouth 
Collie in 1791. It was built a single span, without any supporting pier, the floor of 
the bridge forming an inclined plane upwards from each abutment to the middle of the 

structure. It was constructed of green pine timber and did ndt prove a success, but fell 
into the river from its own weight after a few years. A second toll bridge soon succeeded, 
^ich stood oyer thirty years, till worn out by age and ose. The third toll bridge, biult in 
1839, was burned in the fall of 1853. Neither of the toll bridges was a coverei bridge. 
After the destruction of the third bridge a ferry was maintained by the Bridge Company 
till the completion of the present covered bridge in 1859 by Deacon Ikown of Claremont, 
N. H. Two ferries were snpported in early times between Norwich and Hanover, north 
of the site of Hanover Bridge. One, called the " Rope Ferry," was located just below the 
island in the river near Mr. Samuel Hutchinson's, connecting there with a public highway 
which entered the main street of the village of Hanover through what is now known as 
" Faculty Avenue." Another, which was in use till aboAt 1840, was about a mile soath of 
the mouth of Pinnpanonsiic River. A third, in npemtinn as early as 1706, and near the 
north line of the town, was called Rogers* Ferry, probably from Ensign John Rogers, who 
settled very early in that part of the town. 
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Bridge.** A public meeting was held on that day at the College 
Church in Hanover, at which speeches were made in commemoration 
of the event by Professors E. D, Sanborn and J. W. Patterson, and 
W, H. Duncan, Esq., of Hanover, and by Pr^ident Edward Bourns 
of Norwich. The occasion was one of much interest, and general re- 
joicing was manifested. The bridge has now stood for nearly half a 
century, without accident or costly repairs, for the free use of the 
traveling public It is 400 feet in length, and about forty feet above 
the river at low water. The larger part of the cost of building and 
maintenance was assumed by the town of Hanover. 
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CHURCH HISTORY 

The great aeliievemeut of the first generation of Norwich settlers 
was the building of a meeting house. JMore than any other event of the 
time, with the possible exception of the accomplishment of the national 
independence, this was an undertaking that enlisted the energies and 
taxed the resources of our forefathers. 

The building of a meeting house in a New England frontier aettle- 
ment a century ago was regarded a matter of public concern, to be 
supported by the whole communily without regard to sect or party, 
like tlie opening of roads or any other public charge. In lees than ten 
years from the time the first clearing was made in Norwich, the pre- 
liminary steps were taken to provide a meeting house to be used for 
the accommodation of the whole people in the public worship of God. 
The question of the location of this building was sharply agitated, re* 
resulting in a keen competition between different sections of the town 
for the coveted distinction, inasmuch as the location of the house was 
supposed to fix the site of a possible future village where much of the 
business of the town would be transacted. When it became apparent 
that no agreement could be reached, a locating committee of three 
men from out of town was chosen and summoned upon the ground 
to decide where the meeting house should stand. The formal report 
of this Committee as made at the time has recently been found among 
the papers of the late W. H. Duncan, Esq., of Hanover* N. H., and 
by the kindness of Honorable Frederick Chase has been furnished to 
the writer. It is printed below in full as a curiosity of the times to 
which it relates; 
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**Repoet of a Committee, Locating the First Meetinq House in 

Norwich, A. D. 1773. 

**We, the subscribers, bein^x by the inhabitants of the township of 
Norwich, County of Gloucester in the province of New York, on the 
twelfth day of October inst, api>ointed a Committee to examine and 
find out the best and most convenient spot to buikl a meeting house on 
for the public worship of ( Jod in s'^ town and on their appointment 
and call we met in siiid town on the 28''* day of 0«'t inst., and 
according to the instructions ^iveu us })y s** inhalutants we care- 
fully viewed s** township and the inhabitants thereof, and heard all 
parties concerned touchin^'^ the premises and considered the same, and 
are of opinion that the l>est and most suitable place to build s'' house 
on is upon the 9*^ Lot in the second Range of 100 acre divisions, Fi]>out 
20 rods a little North of West from Capt. [Peter] Olcott's dweiimg 
house, on the north side of the highway — &^ house to include a stake 
set up by us marked *'M. H," — All which is agreed upon by your 
most obedient, humble servants. 
[DatedJ Oct. 30, 1773, 

"Signed 

Samuel Gilbert,* ^ 
ttr^ TT I tiOm- 

**Setii Wright. J 

The situation for a site as made by the Committee, was the occasion 
of considerable dissatisfaction, it is said, especially among the inhabi- 
tants of an elevated tract of land lying west of the present village of 
Norwich, which had been settled and improyed by a company of 
families from Preston, Conn., as early as the summer of 1766, who had 
made a resolute effort to secure the meeting house in their own imme- 
diate neighborhood near^ to the geographical center of the town. The 
temporary disaffection gave to the tract above described the name of 
*' Judgment Hill," an appellation conferred upon it by Lieutenant 
Governor Olcott, and which it retained for many years. Possibly the 
Preston people (among whom were Aaron and John Wright, John 



•Colonel Samuel Gilbert was one of the original proprietors antl first setUers of Lyme, 
N. H. He came from Hebroii, Conn. Cbailes Hill was an eaily settler in Lebanon, 
N. H. Mr. Wri(^t was pcobaUjr from Hanover, 
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Hatch, Samuel Partridge, Samnel Partridge, Jr., and Israel Brown 
and Jonas Bichards) thonght the hand of Captain Oloott, a new- 
comer who had then resided in town opiy about a year, rather too 
prominent in settling this matter. But he gave liberally of his large 
means for the promotion of the enterprise, and soon after eonyeyed 
to the town as a free gift the land for a meeting house lot and for the 
public burial ground adjoining. 

The point where the eommittee set their stake, and where the meet- 
ing house was subsequently built, was a short distance southeast of the 
site of the seeond meeting house built in 1817, the outlines of whieh 
are still distinctly visible. The first house stood directly in front of 
the old cemetery and nearly in line with the old brick schoolhouse 
still standing near. The surface of the ground where it stood seems 
to have been disturbed in later years and made more uneven. The 
war of the Revolution, with its anxieties and alarms, soon interposed 
to delay the consummation of cherished hopes in regard to the meet- 
ing house. The foundations of the new edifice were finally laid — ^with 
appropriate observances, no doubt — July 9, 1778. Meanwhile a young 
minister, Beverend Lyman Potter, had been settled over the church 
and the town, the installation ceremonies being performed in the open 
air, upon the spot chosen for the future temple, but thai a primitive 
forest, on the 31st of August, 1775.* 

The building of the meeting house advanced with slow and halting 
steps for several years. The people were poor and their burdens and 
sacrifices many and severe. Within a year, however, from the laying 
of the foundations, the frame was up, covered with rough boards 
and the roof put on. In this condition the building was used for a 
town meeting, July 15, 1779, for the first time, and thenceforth was 
habitually so mod except in the coldest winter months when town 
meetings were held at some dwelling house near by, usually at Colonel 
Olcott's, where they had previously convened since 1773. During 
1779 roads were also laid out from different points in to\rn centering 
at the meeting house. Among the most important of these was one 
from the ferrj' where Hanover Bridge now is to the meeting house, 

♦Reverend Isaiah Potter, broth < r of Lyman Potter and the first minister of Lebanon, 
N. H., was settled there in 1773, the installation sernces taktnfir place (August 35) under a 
large elm tree on the bank of the Connecticut. 
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and thence throimli the town to Thetford line. These roads, which 
were not coinpleled i'ur some thne after, \V( l e laid hy a spi cial com- 
mittee, chosen for the purpose, consistin<: of John Ilaldi, surveyor, 
assisted by Abel Curtis, Philip Smith, Nathaniel Brown and Gersham 
Barthnt. 

Xothinj; further seems to have been done on the mcetin*r house until 
the spring of 1780, when at a town meeting: held April 21th, a Com- 
mittee was chosen consisting: of Elisha Burton, Nath' Brown and John 
llopson, '*to lay out the subscriptions raised towards furnishing the 
meeting house"; and the committee were directed **io finish the out- 
side of the building, glaze the lower part if possible, lay the lower 
floor, build the pulpit, and proceed to make the pews, etc., if there be 
money suffieient raised." Lack of funds doubtless prevented the full 
execution of these directicms, as a year and a half later the pews at 
least had not been built, and a proposition was accordingly brougfht 
forward and adopted in town meeting Oct 4, 1781, to sell the pews, 
or the "pew ground," at auction, in advance of their eonatruction. 
The floor of the house was then divided into thirty pew spaces, and 
twenty-six of these were sold on the spot at prices ranging from £8 to 
£31 each, the whole amount realized from the sale being £472, 10 
shillings. Only a small part of this gross sum, however, was available 
for future work, since purchasers of pews were to be credited on their 
payments for whatever money or materials or labor each one had pre- 
viously contributed towards the building of the meeting house. Enough 
was obtained for the immediate purpose, and accordingly the pews 
were put in early in the following year. At the sale of the pews it 
had been agreed that three families should occupy each pew, but 
this arrangement soon proved unsatisfactory, and a town meeting was 
called by the meeting house committee Sept. 3, 1782, at which the 
following action was taken : 

* 'Whereas, it is found that to have only three Families in a pew, as 
was formerly proposed, will not accommodate the whole of the families 
in town with seats; therefore 

"Voted that five Families be desired to sit in each of the Pews in the 
meeting house, which have been or are to be sold, except the five 
smallest pews, in which four families are to be accommodated." 

The powB in this meeting house were undoubtedly built in the large, 
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square form prevalent in those times, but to think of five fatmUes of 
the size then common stowed away in a single pew, and to recall the 
then almost universal habit of church attendance, suggests a density 
of population quite unknown to our day. In the summer of 1784 the 
seating capacity of the meeting house was considerably enlarged by tbe 
finishing of the gallery and the building of fourteen pews therein. 
Glass windows were then put into the gallery for the first time. Meas- 
ures were also taken the sune season for the substantial completion of 
the whole interior of the building. At a town meeting held in con- 
nection with Freeman's Meeting, Sept. 7, 1784, it was TOted *'that the 
Meeting house be finished off by lathing and plastering and whitewash- 
ing the walls and overhead.'' Major Burton, the chairman of the 
building committee, was at the same time directed "to contract with 
Lieut. John Hopson, to finish the meeting house completely, and to 
engage him the sum of £100 for the same." This expenditure had 
been provided for by the sale of the gallery pews by vendue the April - 
preceding, which realized the sum of £191-8s.>6d. On that occasion 
purchasers of pews were required "to give their notes payable nest 
December in wheat at five shillings per bushel, for such sums as they 
may be sold for." 

Probably the finishing touches were not given to the meeting house 
before the spring of 1785. Seven years had it been in buildings-seven 
dark and trying years, a period equal to that required for building 
Solomon's temple. Now that it was at last finished and stood complete 
before their eyes, our fathers may be pardoned if th^ looked upon' 
the work of their hands with some degree of pride and affection. It 
was reputed at that time to be the best meeting house in the State. 
Doubtless there followed a formal dedication of the structure to pub- 
lic and pious uses^ although no record or tradition of such an event 
has come to our notice; still one might say it was already dedicated 
in a higher sense through the self-denying spirit and the consecration 
of purpose that had wrought so long and so valiantly for it. The 
whole cost of the house was computed to be £694, or about $2,300 of 
our money. Very little money, however, was used in its construction, 
which was carried on almost entirely by means of direct contributions I 
of labor and materials furnished by the townspeople. 

^ notable event in the histoiy of the town soon occurred to si^fnaU^c 
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the completion of the new meeting house — the meeting of the Vermont 
Legrislatupe at Norwieli for an adjourned session, in June, 1785. This 
body then consisted of a Council of twelve members, and a House of 
Representatives of about 100. Only about sixty members of the lower 
house appear to have been in attendance at this session, which lasted 
sixteen days (June 2-18 ). The representatives assembled in the meet* 
ing house for their daily sittings, while the Council were accommo- 
dated at the house of Daniel Buck close at hand. Peter Oleott and 
Thomas Murdoek of Norwich were members of the Council at this 
time, and Elisha Burton and Elijah Gates represented the town in 
the assembly, the state constitution then allowing two representatives 
to such towns as contained over eighty taxable inhabitants. Daniel 
Buck, a youM<j lawyer just settled in town, was chosen Sceretary pro 
iem of tlie Coimeil. Other members of the Council present were Ira 
Allen, then also troasiner of the state (this was not Colonel Allen's 
first visit to Norwieh on a jxilitieal mission ) : and Moses IJohinson of 
Bennington, wlio sneceeded Tlioiiias Cliittenden as ^Mivernor fo !r years 
later, who had already served five years as chief jud*ie of the Snprem,' 
Coni-t of the State, and who was elected in 1791 one of the first Ver- 
mont senators in the Congress of the United States, lion. Paul 
Spooner of ITartland. as fjieutenant Oovernor. was the presiding officer 
of the Council. John Throop of Pomfi'et, three years a Supreme 
Court jndqre, and Benjamin Emmons of Woodstock were also mem- 
bers. The Speakt'i- of the assembly was Nathaniel Niles of Fairlee. 
Speaker Niles was then serving his second term a.s jud^ie of the Su- 
preme Court and was soon to be chosen the first representative in 
Congress from the Eastern Di.strict of tlie State. On the floor of that 
house were many of the stroug men whose names illnminate the early 
history of Vermont. Among them was Stephen R. Bradley of West- 
minster, thrice chosen IT. S. Senator from Vermont, and that staunch 
Federalist, Isaac Tichenor. twice chosen to tlie same o'Tice and eleven 
years governor. There also were Nathaniel Chi|tmaa, afterwards six 
years a senator in Congress, and six years jnd^e in the Supreme Court 
of the State, three of wliieh Ik- was chief judge; and Samuel Knight 
of Brattleboro, four years .indue in the same court and three years 
chief judge. Joshua Il^zejj and Win. Tildeii were representatives 
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from Hartford at this session, Beriah Loornis from Thetford^ and 
Ro^»'er Enos and William (Jalliip from llartland. 

It needs a lively imauination for one wlio stands to-day on that 
naked and desolate hilltop, to carry liaek the mind and picture to 
oneself the scene presented at the gathering of the Vermont legislature 
more than one hnndred years ago. on that now lonely spot. History 
records that the ceremonies nsnal to such occasions were not omitted — • 
that the Lnivernor, lienlenant ijovernor, and other prominent ol?icials 
came to town attended l)y a cavalry escort, and were received by a 
body of the local militia nncler the command of Colonel Paol Brigham. 
The whole number of m lulu rs and olTieers belonging to tht^ legislature 
probably did "not exceed lUO. One almost wonders wliere even these 
found comfortable lodgings, as nowhere in to^\Ti was there a regular 
hotel, or any collection of dwellings that would even suggest the idea 
of a village. ** Burton's Plain," as the site of Norwieli village was 
then called, possessed only three or four houses. But the reputation 
of the town for hospitality was good, and the distinguished strangers 
who did not find entertainment at the homes of the resident legis- 
lators, were prol)ably quartered at the nearest farndiouses. Members 
of the leanslature did not journey to the capital in Pullman cars in 
those days, but on horseback witli sneh baggage only as could be 
carried in a pair of saddlebags. It is doubtful if the first four-wheeled 
carriage had then rolled into Norwich. It is possible that Colonel 
Olcott and one or two others might have owned a chaise. Such roads 
as then existed were mere cart tracks through the woods, emergi ig 
here and there into a narrow clearing full of blackened tree stumps. 

A number of important measures were enacted into law during the 
brief session of th© legislature at Norwich. Questions of greater mag- 
nitude or wider interest have seldom come before .our legislative bodies 
in later years. Vermont was at that time to all intents and purposes 
an independent sovereignty. Congress had rudely repelled her over- 
tures for admission into the Confederacy of States. Her legislators 
had to attend not only to loeal affairs but to the international rela- 
tions of the state as well. On June 7, Colonel Ira Allen' submitted to 
the legislature a report of his mission to Canada the previous winter. 
tot the purpose of negotiating with the government of the Province 
of Quebec a treaty for the establishment of a free triMie tp and through 
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that province to the countries of Europe, and in furtherance of this 
end to secure the cutting of a ship-canal to connect the waters of Lake 
Champlain with those of the St. Lawrence. An act was passed grant- 
ing to Reuben Harmon, Jr., the right to coin hard money. The same 
legislature passed a naturalization act, laws for the establishment of 
post offices and mail routes, and other acts of sovereignty. A township 
of land was granted to Dartmouth College and Moor's Charity School, 
ihe rents and profits of which were devoted to "the use of said college 
and school forever." A law called the "Betterment Act,'* which had 
been debated for several sessions, and upon which public opinion was 
much divided, received its final shape at this session. This measure 
secured to actual settlers the value of their improvements in eases 
where the titles to their lands proved defective. It is interesting to 
note that the Norwich representatives took opposite views of its merits, 
Mr. Burton voting for the bill on its passage and Mr. Gates against it. 
Among acts of local interest passed at this session was the incorpor- 
ation of the Windsor County Grammar School and its location at 
Norwich, where it remained until its removal to Royalton in 1807. 
A tax of three pence per acre upon all private lands in Thetford was 
voted for the purpose of building a meeting house in said town. 

"The Mmisterial Act,'' as it was called, for the building of meet- 
ing houses and the support of preaching by a tax upon the property 
and polls of the inhabitants of towns, was passed by the legislature of 
Vermont at its session at Westminster, in October, 1783. The Nor- 
wich meeting house had been built, as we have seen, wholly by the 
voluntary contributions of the people. It was decided, however, in 
the fall of 1785, that the cost of the building should be assumed by 
the town, under the providons of this law, and so become the town's 
property. At a special town meeting held for that purpose, on the 
first Tuesday of October, it was accordingly voted: "That the sum of 
£694, Lawful Mon^, be raised by a Tax on the Polls and Rateable 
Estates of the inhabitants of the t«wn of Norwich, upon the List of 
1784 (excepting those who are of a Different Sentiment from those 
who meet at this House for Public Worship) ; which Tax as aforesaid 
shall be paid in hard money, wheat at five shillings per bushel or other 
grain equivalent, pork or beef at the market {)rice, or certificates from 
the Committee who have had the care of building the Meeting house, 
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that they have paid aaeh sums as are specified in certificates, for 
pews and seats in said House^whieh certificates shall be taken by the 
collectors for his, her or their rates." In the impoverished condition 
of the country at that time, such a tax must have been a serious matter 
to those persons who had not contributed to the building of the meet- 
ing house, and especially as a subsequent vote required its payment 
into the treasury within one month.. The avails of the tax were of 
course very largely in the form of outstanding certificates, but it re- 
sulted in an equalization of the expense of building the meeting house 
upon the whole town. Such as had paid by voluntary contributions 
more than an equal share, according to their several lists, had such 
excess repaid to them, unless they chose to retain the pews which th-y 
had bought, in which case nothing was repaid. 

The meeting house having thus become the property of the town, a 
general redistribution of seats was made necessary. This was effected 
by a conniiittee of seven men ehnsen for that purpose, consisting of 
Samuel Hutchinson, Hezekiali Johnson, Thomas Murdock, Jacob Bur- 
ton, John Burnap, Paul Brigham and Elisha Burton. It was voted 
that the rule to be observed in seating the congregation should be age 
and interest — an arrangement that probably brought the older people 
into the front seats, and gave some degree of choice to the larger tax> 
payers. 

The **Mini.steriai Act," so called, was maintained in full force in 
Vermont until 1801, when it was essentially modified. During this 
period, which covered the whole of Rev. Mr. Potter's ministry in Nor- 
wich, the inhabitants nf thp town were practically united in the ob- 
servances of relitrioii, and wore constantly and statedly assembled 
undci' OIK' I'onf for aiid i-t/li^ioiis instruction. For twenty 

. years, beginning in 17s 1. tiic salary of Mr. Potter (usually lixed at 
£75) was annually voled in town meeting, a special tax therefor made 
on the jrrnnd list of the taxpayers of the town, and its colhction 
riiiidly enforced a'_rainst all who failed to show that they were eoiii- 
niiinicants of another and diilerent eluircli. Proof of this was re- 
(jnired hy llie i»ro(liiftion of an authentie eertificate from the clerk or 
other ofrietM- of sneh ehureh, setting forth the fact of such member- 
ship, and was available as a n.'itter of fact only to a few Baptists 
living mostly in the western part of the town. Church and 8tate were 
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m close alliance and walked hand in hand. Sunday after Sunday 
and year after year, in summer and winter, great congregations of old 
and young, rich and poor, were gathered from all parts of the town, 
where the tabernacle of their f aitii had been set up, there to participate 
in a common service of prayer and praise, and to excl^nKe friendly 
greetings with neighbors and townsfolk. 

Even the accessories of worship, such as mnsie, were carefully pro- 
vided for in town meeting. It is interesting to read, upon the pages 
that record the business transacted by our ancestors on such occasions, 
entries like the following: **Mr. Benjamin Hatch requested that some 
Persons be appointed to asnist in tuning the psalm on Sundays, etc. 
VoMf that M'. Benj. Burton, M^. Joel Stimson, and M*" John Burton 
be desired to assist as choristers.'' At the annual March meeting in 
1791, it was voted '*that there be a Committee of five to promote 
singing the year ensuing, by taking in subscriptions, etc. Chose Sam^ 
Hutchinson, John Hatch, Jr., Constant Murdoch, Hezekiah Goodrich 
and Bliss Thatcher such committee.'* 

No data have been found showing the dimensions upon the ground 
or the seating capacity of the first meeting house. As originally built 
it contained upwards of forty pews, upon the floor and in the gallery. 
Probably ten persons to a pew would not be thought an excessive al- 
lowance for its seating capacity. There is little doubt that the build- 
ing v,'HH often made to accommodate (by the aid of movable seats or 
otherwise) a much larger numb r It was a substantial frame build- 
ing, clapbnaT'ded without and plainly finished within, but without 
steeple or bell. One who remembers it well as it appeared in the days 
of his boyhood, thinks the outside at least was never painted; but 
it appears from the town records that in December, 1791, a tax of 
£50 was levied for that purpose, "S** tax to be paid one half in wheat 
and one half in flaxseed at caab. price." At the same time it was 
voted '*tn have the Meeting bouse imderpinned with as good natural- 
faced stone and pointed with lime mortar as the ("hapel at the Col- 
lege, — with good stone steps, well faced with as good stone as can be 
provided in this town." As was usual in the New England mot ting 
houses of its timo, thorp was no provision for h«^atinir in winter, what- 
ever artificial heat was enjoyed by its occupants being derived from 
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the diminutive foot-atoves that our great-grandmothers carried with 
them to church. 

It is not strange that haying served its purpose for nearly forty 
years, the meeting house should come to be considered a little anti- 
quated and a demand arise for something better. Since its foundations 
were laid in 1778, the toniii had more than doubled in population and 
in wealth. A new minister, Rev. James W. Woodward, had been set- 
tled in 1804 as the successor of Mr. Potter, and though supported only 
by the voluntary offerings of the congregation, had succeeded after a 
ministry of a dozen years to more than the esteem and regard bestowed 
upon his predecessor. The desire for improvement took shape in the 
summer of 1817, in the erection of a new and more commodious meet- 
ing house (40 by 60 feet on the ground), near the site of the old one. 
On the 24th of December that historic old building: wherein the pious 
aspiration^ of two (^generations of worshippers had found a voice, and 
where the fathers of the town had so often formulated their ideas of 
civil policy in town and state — a huilding: that to Norwich stood for 
all that Faneiiil Hall and the Old South Church tojrether stood to 
Boston — was sold to Constant Murdock, the highest bidder, for $100. 
The Sunday following (Dec. 28, 1817) services were held in it for the 
last time. A commemorative discourse was pronounced by the pastor, 
^fi- Woodward, on that occasion, a few passages from w'hich, charac- 
teristic of the speaker and well befitting? the hour, we gladly quote: 
"Towards this house," said Mr. W., * 'which for the space of nearly 
forty years has been devoted to religious uses, with those who have 
here united in divine worship, peenliar emotions must be excitrd whilst 
we are met for the last tim(^ williin its snerorl walls. AVho, that ever 
received pleasure in a visit to this sanctuary, in rct]ectin>.' upon the 
times in w hich ho has asceiid(Ml tliis hill of the T.ord, must not be ready , 
to acknowiediie his attaeliment to its homely walls? 

"In reiieeting upon ]>;(st scenes it will be natural to call to mind 
the names of those who have met witli us in this place. Of those who 
wetc eouceriied in the binldin*; of this house, or were orifjrinal pro- 
prietors, the ureater part have fallen asleep. We may here and there 
behold on* who sjiw in youtli its early "rlory while it stood encircled 
by the forest. A few hoary heads are .still waiting? at ^his <:ate of wis- 
dom, whose ears were addressed by the first messages of God commimi- 
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catcd from this desk. The most of their contemporaries are pone. 
Among the early occupants who have died, are the names of Water- 
man, Bartlett, Olcott, Hatch, Richards, Partridge, Hutchinson, 
Smalley, Boardman, Murdock, Loveland, Bush, Burton, Hopson, 
Brown, Goodrich, Stimson, Morse, Percival, Wright, Thatcher. Their 
places htcvti been filled by their sueceaBors, many of whom also have 
gone the way of their fathers, from which there is no return. • * * 
The whole number of which the chnreh has been composed is a little 
less than 300. Of seven deacons, successively chosen to officiate in its 
temporal concerns, foar have died — Joseph Smalley, John Burnap, 
Nathaniel Brown and Jonas Boardman. 

''This house 'is endeared to me by a thousand recollections of which 
I have been the unworthy partaker. Has any benefit accrued from 
my labors, this you should refer to the giver of every good and per- 
fect gift. For I consider it among the choicest mercies of my life, 
if I have been used as an instrument in any degree of promoting your 
Spiritual welfare. • • • • Let us never forget, my hearers, the 
goodness of the Lord. If we are ever permitted to tread the ground 
upon which this house now stands, let us revere this spot of earth 
from the remembrance of the merciful kindness of Qod to us and to 
our fathers who have frequented this holy tabernacle." 
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CHURCH HISTORY CONCLUDED 

The preaent meeting house at Norwieh Plain* was built in 1817^ and 
dedicated Noyember 20th of the same year. On the following day, 
Reverend B. W. Bailey was ordained pastor and continiied as such till 
Novmnber, 1823, when he was dismissed. The ordination sermon was 
preached by Nathan Perkins, Jr., A. M., pastor of the Seeond Chnrch 
in Amherst, Mass., from Isaiah ixir f'l. — ^''I have set watehmw 
upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace 
day nor night ; ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and 
giye him no rest till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth." Mr. Bailey was afterwards settled in Pittsfield, Mass., 
and later became president of Anstin College, Texas. 

The church, which consisted at its organization of only eleven mem- . 
bers, was quite small at the outset, increased during the ministry of 
Mr. Bailey to an a^gre^ate of forty-seven members. 

After the dismissal of ^\r. Bailey, the pulpit was supplied by Rever- 
ends James W. Woodw aid and J. R. Wheelock, and by Reverend Doe- 
tor Koswell Shurtletr till December, 1831, when Reverend Thomas 
Hall was installed pastor and continued with the ehnreli abtmt three 
years. Under the ministry of Mr. Wheeloek thii-ty-three, and during 
that of Mr. Hall nineteen memljers were added to the church. 

After 1834 Reverend Doctor Shurtlell' a^'ain supplied the church, 
preaching for about six years. During the ministry of I])octor Shurt- 
leflP there were two considerable revivals of religion, one in l^Iaich, 
1835, conducted by the famous Jedediah Burchard, coutinuiug 

*The writer is informed that the architect of the building was Ammi B. YoniiE, who 
planned the additions to the White House at Washington, D. C. 
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eighteen days, the second in June, 1839, under the direetion of- Rev- 
erend Sherman Kellogg. During Doctor Shurtleff's ministry 116 
members were added to the ehoreh. 

From 1840 to 1853 the church had no permanent minister, the pul- 
pit being supplied mainly- by Reverends J. D. Butler, Sherman Kel- 
logg, David Kimball, and Professors Haddock^ Noyes and Brown of 
Dartmouth College. 

In 1844, on the dissolution of the chur^ at North Hartford, twelve 
of its members became united with the church at Norwich. On Jan. 
2, 1855, Reverend A. G. Pease was duly installed pastor of the church, 
and so continued till July, 1857, when he was succeeded by Reverend 
S. W. Boardman, who continued till September, 1859, to be followed 
by Reverend Austin Hazen (March 28, 1860). Mr. Hazen was dis- 
missed March 24, 1864. 

Mr. Pease and Mr. Boardman were dismissed at their own request, 
the former on account of continued ill health and the latter to accept 
a professorship in Middlebury College. 

The dissolution of the North Church in 1854 resulted in a large 
accession to the chuit h at Norwich Plain, amounting to over sixty 
members. During the ministry of Mr. Ilazen twenty-three united 
with the church. In 1859 the total membership of this church had 
increased to 261 persons. 

The church was again supplied with preaching mostly by the Presi- 
dent and Professors of Dartmouth College, until June, 1865, when 
Reverend William Sewail, ihen of Lunenburg, Vt., was invited to sup- 
ply the pulpit. The services of Mr. Sewall proving acceptable, he was 
duly installed as mini.ster Sept. 27, 1866. Ilia eonnecti<m witJi the 
church coiitinned till Oct. 27, 1876, during which time there were more 
than one hundred names added to the church (sixty-two by profession 
and forty-seven by letter). 

From the last mentioned date the church has been supplied by Rev- 
erends G. F. IIuini)lirey (1876^. Allen Hazen (1877-78), and for 
briefer periods by other clergymen, and occasionally by professors 
from Dartmouth College. 

Reverend N. R. Nichols was MctlnLT i)astor m'uI pa.stor of the church 
from February, 1880. until his dismissal in 1^04. During his miniKtry 
195 persons united with the church. 
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The meeting house was first located on the east side of Main Street 
(opposite the present residence ol' Samuel A. Arnistron<?), and iVout- 
inff thereon. There it reniaiiied until 1852, when it was moved to its 
present location. 

the winter of 1817, Joseph Emersoh and others on the Plain 
were very active in getting subscriptions for a new meeting-house 
and in getting out timber with whici to build it. 

"Thfi subscripticms were obtained on condition that the house be built 
north of Mr. John Emerson's. In the meantime those in favor of 
building on the old spot had appointed a Committee who were en- 
deavoring to contract with some one for an amount of brick sufficient 
to build a meeting-house. 

"Some of the Committee on the Plain begmning to be afraid of in- 
volving themselves too deeply, proposed selling out the frame then 
ready to raise. The bargain was soon closed at the price of £1,000,— 
the Plain Committee making a verbal agreement to come forward and 
buy pews and not to build another house." — Church Becords, Vol. 2, 
p. 130. 

'The Congregational Church of Norwich is among the -oldest of the 
Congregational churches of Vermont, only four others' having preceded 
it in the date of their organization^ viz.: those of Bennington, New- 
bury, Westminster, and Windsor. It was the earliest and for many 
years the only ecclesiastical organization in town. Some of the first 
isettlers had been members of this church in Connecticut before set- 
tling here. These would naturally associate themselves for public 
worship, and as early as June, 1770, by the aid, it is said, of Reverend 
Peter Powers, the pioneer minister of Newbury, the nucleus of a 
church was gathered, consisting at the beginning of about a dozen 
members. Joseph Smalley and John Biirnap were the first deacons. 
August 31, 1775, Reverend Lyman Potter, a native of Plymouth, 
Conn., and a graduate of Yale College in 1772, was installed over the 
elnirch, at that time consisting of thirty-six persons. Before the settle- 
ment of Mr. Potter, the Xorwich people had attended religious services 
at Xorth Hanover and at the Oollcge. Women and children walked 
from three to six miles to attend these meetings. Mr. Potter was 
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ordained in the open woods, upon the site of the old cemetery on the 
hill, near the place where the iirst meeting house was built some 
years later. 

Up to the year 1784, meetings were lield at private houses, bams,, 
or in the open air, aceording to the season or as seemed most con- 
venient. A large bam ereeted by Colonel Peter Oleott was much nsed 
for this purpose. In the year mentioned the meeting honse was so near 
complete as to be nsed for meetings. The ministry of Mr. Potter con- 
tinued twenty-six years, until his dismission in 1801. Two revivals 
of religion are mentioned as occurring dut ing his pastorate, the first 
soon after his settlement when about forty persons were added to the 
church, and the second in the years 1780-81, when an extensive re- 
vival prevailed at Dartmouth College and in all the towns of the 
region. At the time of his dismission the total membersl^ip was about 
one hundred. Only a few fragments of the church records during 
Mr. Potter's ministry have. been preserved. These with the somewhat 
fuller records of his successors in the old North Church have recently 
been deposited in the o£Sce of the town clerk. 

After the dismission of Mr. Potter in 1801 the church was without 
a settled minister for about three years, during which time preaching 
was supplied chiefly by Professor Shurtleff, then a tutor in Dartmouth 
College and by Reverend Mr. Waters. Sept. 4, 1804, Reverend James 
W. Woodward was installed over the church and continued to act as 
pastor until June 8, 1821. During the period of Mr. Woodward's 
service many of the original and early members of the church were 
removed by death, and there was a large emigration from town to 
northern Vermont, to New York state and the farther West, especially 
from among the young people. There were several seasons of unusual 
interest but no general revival of religion while Mr. Woodward was 
pastor. In 1808, nineteen were added to the church and in 1817, four* 
teen ; and ahim\ fifty were admitted by profession during his ministry. 
The benevolent disposition and scholarly graces of Mr. Woodward 
made him universally respected and beloved. A man of singular 
purity of character and life, his name still lingers among the older 
inhabitants of the town — a tender and fra*rr9nt memory. 

Towards the elose of Mr. Woodward's ministry an unfortunate 
controvert ^rose respecting the location of a new meeting house, 
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whieh resulted nl'ter a heated contest and considerable bitterness of 
feeling iu the building of two church e-lifices, one near tlie site of the 
first meetiuii; house, and the other al Xurw ich Plain, then beginning 
to put on the appearance of a risinnr country village and to aspire 
to become the business < enter of the town. The new meeting housts 
were each completed for occupation in the latter part of the year 1817, 
the one at the Plain being dedicated Nov. 20th, and the other .Ian. 1. 
1818. On both occasions the dedicatory sermon was preached by Mr. 
Woodward. The divitiion of the congregation soon led, however, to 
the formation of a new church, known as the South Congregational 
Church of Norwich, which was organized June 19, 1819, with eleven 
members. Soon after, about twenty more were dismissed from the 
North Church (as the original church was thenceforward called) to 
join the chureh at the Plain, and furtiier aoeesaions in Hie years closely 
following raised the new organization and allied society to veiy re- 
spectable numerical and working strength. Still, for nearly a score 
of years later the North Church appears to have held the precedence 
in numbers and in the support of the old families of the town. Mr. 
Woodward was dismissed from this church June 8, 1821, having been 
settled nearly seventeen years. The membership was then about the 
same as at the time of his settlement, one hundred. 



FHor to the year 1800, Methodism had scarcely gained a foothold in 
Vermont. The first Methodist society in the State is said to have been 
formed at Yetshire by Nicholas Suethen in 1796. Two years later, 
only one hundred church members were returned as residents in the 
Vershire Circuit, then including the whole of eastern Yermont. Zadock 
Thompson, in the first edition of his Gazetteer of Yermont, published 
in 1824, gives the number of preachers, traveling and local, at that 
time as about one hundred, and the number of societies much greater. 
Probably no religious body ever made so rapid a growth in the state 
or the country as did the Methodists during the first twenty-five years 
of the nineteenth century. Although largely outmunbering every 
other at the present time, its later rate of increase is comparatively 
slow. 

We have no information that fixes the time at which Methodist 
meetings began to be held in Norwich. The earliest preae]iing wa9 
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by circuit preacher^s, and of these Eleazer Wells and Nathaniel Stearns 
were among the first. Both of these men liad the certificates of their 
ordination to the ministry (as early as 1810 or 1811) by Bishop Mc- 
Keudree entered upon the town records, and both doubtless labored 
here more or less about that time. Rev. Aniasa Taylor was also here 
some part of the time about 1813. About 1815, the first church 
building was erected by the Methodists — a wooden structure of modest 
dimensions, which stood near the forks of the highway leading from 
Union Village to Norwich Plain, and about two miles south of the 
former place. Some members of the Watemaji family were ^ong 
the earliest adherents to the Methodists in the north part of the town. 
'The Johnson family also was early represented. The first ehuieh 
building continued in use about twenty years. In 1836, the present 
brick church at Union Village was built, and the old church takeQ 
down and converted into a parsonage at that place. Here Methodist 
meetings have been regularly supported for nearly ninety years. The 
organization is styled the Methodist Episcopal Society of Norwich 
and Thetford." The number of families at present worshipping with 
the society is about 150 from Norwich and Thetford; the number of 
scholars in Sabbath school, ninety. Morrill J. Walker was secretary 
and treasurer of the society from 1840 to December 28, 1879, when A. 
V. Turner was elected secretary, and still holds that office. E. M. 
Fullington is treasurer. 

Either the same year or the year after the building of the brick 
church at Union Village (in 1836 or '37), a small church building was 
completed at West Norwich (Beaver Meadow), the better to accom- 
modate the southern and western parts of the town, with adjacent 
portions of Sharon and Hartford. Full congregations were gathered 
here for many years; but deaths and removals, together with a con- 
stant decline in population, have greatly weakened the society in re- 
cent years. Slated meetings were, however, continued a portion of the 
time until 1884. Calvin Sawyw, Esq., a loadintr niemb«r of this so- 
ciety, died in 1883, at the advanced age of eighty-five years. 

Although the strength of the Methodists has always been in the 
northern and western ]>ortions of the town, several prominent cleri^- 
men of the order resided at the Plain between 1820 and 1840. About 
1833-35, Bev. Amasa Buck, and an associate, Moses Lewis, supported 
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a school at Norwich Plain, which they called Praiikliii Academy. 
Kev. Zerah Colburn, the <:reat mathematical prodigy in early life, 
resided here for live or six years previous to his death, which occurred 
in 1840. 

No assignment of resident preachers was made to this town previous 
to 1822. From that date, we have compiled out of the records of the 
CoDferenee, and by the tmistanee of Rev. C. H. Walters of Union 
Village, a complete list, it is believed, of the Methodist dergymen 
who have since preached for any considerable time, either at Norwich' 
and West Norwich, or (since 1840) at Union Village, as follows: 

At Norwich and West Norwich 



1822— Eleuer Wells 

1823- 2^- Joseph B. White 
1S26 — Klijah Spear 

1827 — Caleb Uustin, Zerah Co'burn, 
Elijah Spear 

1828— Caleb Dustin, C. W. Levings 

1829 — Russell H. Spauldin^ 

1830 — J. Cumming, C. (Granger 

1831— Henry J. Wooley, James 
Campbell, Aarin Gale 

1832— Washington Wilcox, C. Lys- 
comb 

1833 — Moses Lewis, Z. Colburn, 
W. J. Kidder 

1834— Moses Lewis, Newell Catver 

1835— 6 — SaiAuel Richardson 

1837— David Wilcox, Elisha Adams 

1838— Richard Bedford, Camp* 

bell 

1S40— Newell Culver, Jonas Scott 

1841— Newdl Culver, Lyman Wing 

1842— A. T. Bullard, H. P. Cushing 

tS.( 3-44— Henry J. Wooley 

1845 — James Smith 

1846 — Perez Maiion, C. D. Ingraham 



1847— Perez Mason, J. House 

1848— J. House 
1849 — Albert Carter 

1850 — Norman Webster 

1851- 52— Frederick T. Dailey 
1853-54— Erastus Pettingill 

1855 — John LeSeur 

1856 — Pliny N.Granj;er 

1857— 58— Othniel R. Edwards 

1859— Hnlford Ballard 

1860- 61— N. B, Spaulding 
1862-63— John S. Little 
1864-65— M. R, Chase 

1 866— Dennis Wells 

1867— M. D«Herridc 

1868— 69— C. S. Bttswell 

1870 - D. H. Bicknell 

1871- J. S. Little 

1872- 73 — F. T. Lovett 
1874-76— J oi,eph Enwr^t 

1877— L. Dodd 

1878— David Kilburn 

1880— C. M. Brown, C. P. Flanders 
1882-83— C. H. Walters 



At Union Village 

J841— Ira Beard 186S-69— C. S. Buswell 

1842— William Peck 1870— D. H. Bicknell 

1843— Abel Heath 187 1— J . S. Little 
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1844-45— H, Gumscy 

1846— P. Mason, C. D. Ingraham 

1847 — P. Mason 

1848— J. L. Smith 

1849— P. Merrill 

1850— 51-^5. G. Kellogg 
1852-53— D. Wells 
1854- R. H. Spaulding 
1844— A. L. Pratt 
1856— E. Pettingill 
i857~£. Dickerman 
1858-59— J. LeSeur 
1860-61— W. B. Howard 
1862-63— J, Knriglit 
1864-06— E. Petlingill 
1867— H. G. Day 



1872-73- 
1874-76- 

1877-79- 
1880-81- 
1882-84- 
1885-87- 
t888-G 
1889-92- 
»8o3 — J. 

1896-97- 
1898— T 
1898— G, 

f 000-r — 

1902— J. 

•903-3— 



-F. T. Lovett 
-J. Enright 

-L. Dodd 
-C. P. Flanders 
-C. H. Walters 
-W. A. Bryant 
. T. Hedges 
-H. F. Forrest 
Narramore 
-H. A. Evans 
-J. E. Badger 
, Robinson 
, Lawton 
II. N. Roberts 
L. Heeman 
E, C. Charlton 



In Norwiefa, as elsewhere, the Baptists were the first of the dissenting 
seets to eontest the ground with the dominant New England ortho- 
doxy. Soon after the settlement of the town we find mentimi made 
of Baptists here, and it is probable that a few of the very earliest 
settlers were of tiiat faith. 

The following documents are transcribed from the town reeords: 

"WiLLiNGTOx [Ct.] October ye 6, 1780. 

This may Certify all Persons whom it may Concern that Calvin Johnsen of 
Williagton is of the Babtist Perswation and is one of the society of the Babtist 
Church in said Willington and is ready to help to support the gospd in that order. 

"Andrew Main, Clerk." 

*' Willington, September 24, 1784. 

''This may certify that James Johnsen belonged to the Babtist society and his 
father and mother are Babtist. 

" Signed in behalf of the Church, 

''Andrew Main, Church Cleric" 

The above certificates were doubtless procured and lodged in the 
town clerk's ofiioe by the persons whose names they bear, with a view 
to exempt themselves from taxation for the support of the Rev. Mr. 
Potter, the settled minister of "the standing order" in the town at 
that time, as well as to relieve them from expenses for the building 
of the first meeting-house then in progress. A law of the state early 
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made taxation for these purposes compulsory on all taxpayers who 
(iid not thus j)rov(? their connection with some other chureli organiza- 
tion dili'ering in reliuious sentiments from the majority oi ihe lown. 
This law, called the ''ministerial act," continued in force till the year 
1801, when it received important modifications in the direction of 
liberality to dissenters, who were then a numerous ijody in town. It 
was finally repealed in 1807, since which time all religious organiza- 
tions in Vermont have depended wholly upon voluntary contributions 
for their support. 

As early as 1799 the town records show the existence of an organized 
society of Baptists in Xorwich. Asalicl Lewis was at that time clerk 
of the society, and his eertilicate is on record sliowin<? the following 
members: Israel Brown, Elias Partridge, Jesse Cleer, Jude Alien, 
John Lewis, Baxter Newton, Eli "White, William Winslow, Nicholas 
Allen, William Wade, Amos Phillips, Martin Brown, Elisha White. 
Although this list is probably far from complete, the society was never 
very namerous in town, nor does it appear ever to have had a meet- 
ing house or a settled mmiBter. 

A Baptist society had been formed in the north part of Sharon and 
adjaeent parts of Strafford as early as 1792, by the efforusi of Rev. 
John Hibbard, a pioneer Baptist missionary, who, it is probable, 
may have divided his time to some extent with the small flock in Nor« 
wieh. From eanses unknown to the writer, the Norwich soeiely seems 
to have dissolved early in the centuiy, and the members, in many in- 
staneea, attached themselveB to the Methodists, after the formation of 
a Methodist ehureh here. 

The Sharon Baptist church above mentioned apitears to have 
possessed a stronger vitality. Under the ministrations of Bev. James 
Parker (a deacon of the church, who in 1805 had been ordained as 
pastor, and was thenceforward actively engaged as a Baptist preacher 
until the dose of a long and bniy life in 1839) the church held its own 
in a sort of nomadic existence, worshipping in sehodhouaes and private 
dwellings for forty years, until in 1833 it built a small but tastefoT 
meeting house at West Norwich (Beaver Meadow), near which lo- 
cality a considerable portion of its communicants then resided. After 
the death of Mr. Parker, the Rev. J. S. Herrick supplied the church 
l^bout a year, and was formally ordained over the ehur^ and society 
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in 1840. Stated meetinu's contiDued to be held from tliis time on- 
ward for thirty years, durin;,' which period several ministers were 
settled and dismissed. In 1871, the church and soeiefy li ivintj: be- 
come much weakened from deaths and removals, meetin^>> were dis- 
continued at Beaver Meadow, and the foUowini; year the society per- 
manently removed to Sliarou village, where it erected its second meet- 
ing house and where it still worships. The disused churcli building 
at West Norwich was, in 1875, taken down and the mateiials usrd 
in the coustruetion of a parsonage at Sharon. During the thirty yea s 
existence of the chureli at Beaver Meadow, al)out 125 persons were 
added to its membeisliip. A list of Baptist ministers at Beaver 
Meadow, with their terms of service as far as we have been able to 
ascertain them, is as follows: Rev. James Tarker, previous to 1839; 
Rev. J. S. Herriek, 1839-1S12 ; Rev. J. Crowley, 1842-1846; Rev. Philip 
Chamberlin. 1846-1860; Rev. A. W. Boardmau, 1862- ; Rev. W. L. 
Coburn, 1864-1865; Rev. C. D. Fuller, 1868-1869. 



A small Episcopal church was organized at Norwich as early as 
1835, chiefly through the exertions of Doctor Ira Davis. Between 
1846 and 1850, services were held occasionally in different parts of 
the town, conducted by Professor Hill of Dartmoutli College, and 
others. In 1851 Doctor Edward Bourne, an Episcopal clergyman, be> 
came president of Norwich UniTersity, and from that time regular 
services were held in the village until the removal of the University 
to Northfield in 1866,— first in the chapel of the University, and after 
1863 in a small ehurch building erected that year just south of the 
parade ground of the University. This edifice was provided largely 
by the efforts of Mrs. Charlotte Rogers, daughter of Colonel William 
Barron, and from contributions obtained by her abroad. *Sinee the 
removal of the University, Episcopal services have been held but oc- 
casionally in Norwich, the completion of an elegant and commodious 
church edifice at Hanover in 1874, within one mile of the village, 
rendering it easy for the small society still existing here to attend 
worship there. 

*For sevenl yeats services have been held regularly up to the present time— igoc. 
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NORWICH IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

The sources of information in regard to the part taken by the town 
in the Kevoliitionary struggle are few and scanty. The earliest al- 

hision in the town records to this important epoch of the country's 
history, is found in the election of a Committee of Safety at the annual 
town meeting, March 11, 1777. This committee was five in number: 
Deacon Joseph Smalley, Samuel Hutchinson, John Hatch, Captain 
Hezekiah Johnson and John Hopson. There is much reason to be- 
lieve, however, that this was not the first CJomroittee of Safety that 
acted for the town; but was a new conmiittee selected to conform to 
a recommendation made to the towns in Cumberland and Gloucester 
Counties by the Convention at Westminster which declared the inde- 
pendenr-p of Vornmnt the preceding; Jannarv.* It is pretty certain 
that a coinpany of militia was organized in Norwich as early as the 
year 1774 or 1775. Of this eompany Tetcr Olcott was chosen Captain 
and Thomas ]\Tnrdock, Ensiirn, doubtless by the voles of the men en- 
rolled in the same. 'J'he com])any was probably a purely voluntary 
organization of patriotic yonriLr inen, in Colonel !Seth AVarnor's regi- 
ment of Ixangers in 1775, in tbe eontinontal service. Colonel Timothy 
Bedell, of Haverhill, N. H., also laisi t^i a reoriment the same year for 
service in Canada. Fresh rcjiiTnents were enlisted early in the spring 
of 1776, by both Colonel Bedell and Colonel Warner. Again on the 
7th of March Colonel Morey writes to the New Hampshire Committee 
of Safety: "Some recruiting officers from Colonel Warner's party 
[regiment] have enlisted a considerable number of fine men — they had 
the money to pay VxMinties" Cforty shillings to each man). Probably 
Norwich conti ibuted more or less to fill the ranks of each of the above 
named military bodies, though their names and number cannot now 
be ascertained. At this t\me and during most of the Revolutionary 

♦Governor and Council, Vol. I, p. 47, 
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War, the New Hampshire Grants seem to have been a general recruit- 
ing ground for officers from the New England states in quest of 
soldiers. As no organized state government existed at that time on 
the territory west of the river, the town received no credit for these 
scattering enlistments and no local records remain to show their nam- 
ber or term of aervke. 

The first alarm from an apprehended attaek upon the inhabitants 
of the upper Connecticut followed immediateljr the hasty and disas- 
trous retreat of the American army from Canada in the early summer 
of 1776, leaving the northern frontiers exposed to the inroads of the 
British and their Indian allies. Naturally, quite a panic ensued, and 
many of the settlements most exposed were partially abandoned. 
But there was immediate organization for mutual defense through the 
Committees of Safety of the several towns on both »des of the river. — 
To show the prompt and businesslike way in which the Bevolutionaiy 
fathers met the crisis, we transcribe the proceedings of a meeting held 
at Hanover, July 5th, 1776: 

*'At a meeting of several adjacent towns, viz.: Lyme, Hanover, 
Lebanon, Thetford, Norwich, and Hartford, at the College Hall, on 
Friday the fifth day of July, 1776— 

"Chose Amos Robinson [of Hartford] Clerk. 
Chose Dea. Nehemiah Estabrof^ [Lebanon], Moderator. 

** Voted, To raise fifty men exclusive of officers to repair to Soyalton, 
to fortify that Town and scout from thence to Onion Biver and New- 
bury. 

''Voted, To appoint one Captain and two Subalterns. 

''Voted, To appoint Mr. David Woodward [of Hanover] Capt 

"Voted, To appoint Mr. Joshua Hazen [of Hartford] 1'^ Lieut. 
Voted, To appoint Mr. Abel Lyman 2^^ Lieut. 

"Voffd, To appoint a Committee of three men to direct the building 
of the Fort at Royalton, and furnish s^ fort with all necessary supplies. 

"Chose Esq. Joel Marsh (Hartford), Mr. Isaac Morgan, (Sharon) 
and Maj. Jolin Slapp (Lebanon) to be s^ Committee. 

"Voted, to raise 250 men exclusive of office to go to Newbury to 
fortify, scout and guard there for three months unless sooner dis- 
charged. 
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**Votedf To appoint Capt. Abner Seeley [of Thetford] Maj' of the 
last mentioned Department. 

Voted, To divide ^ 250 into four CSompanies. 

** Voted, To appoint Mr. Levi Willard,* Mr. Oliver Ashley and Mr. 
Samuel Paine [Lyme] to be Captains. 

** Voted, That the Captains appoint their Snbaltems. 

** Voted, To appoint a Committee of three men to direet and order 
the affairs of the Newbury Department. 

**Voted, That Col. [Jaeob] Bayley, Col. [Chas.] Johnson and Col. 
[Peter] Oleott be Committee. 

** Voted, That this Committee engage that the officers and soldiera in 
both the afore mentioned Departments be honorably paid for fhmr 
serviees. 

Voted, To dismiss this meeting— it is accordingly dismissed. — 

"Amos Bobikson, Clerk." 
We give an intercepted letter from a prominent tory in Thetford to 
Benjamin Brooks of Claremont, showing the views and expectations 
of the Loyalists in the upper valley of the Connecticut at the time 
of Burgoyne's invasiim : 

" Thetford, June 1 7, 1777. 

•'Sir — I would inform you that I have just received Intelligence from Canada, 
and they are a making all preparations to come down, and I would have you all 
stand in readiness to help ; your arms are all ready for you and will be sent to 
some secure Place, so ihat you may liave thetn. and I will let you know where in 
a lew days you may expect to receive them. I would have you encourage all 
friends for Government not to ^ive back, and let everything' be kept as a protonnd 
secret, for our Lives depend upon it . — for if the plan should be discovered, we 
are £one, and if there are any more that have sworn allegiance to the King since 
1 talked with you, I should be glad to know it, for I must make a return how 
many men we can raise. I lioar ilial Captain Sumner, [Benjamin of Claremont] 
is laid under Bonds since I saw you there; I hope he won't be discouraged, and it 
he made any Pro^^ress I should be glad to know it. I hope in six weeks we shall 
be able to clear all our friends from Bonds and Imprisonment: — For God's sake 
let everything be carried on with secrecy, and I doubt not thro' the justness of our 
cause we shall overcome the Dammed Rebels. 

" So I remain a true friend to Government. 
"To Captain Beiijamin Brooks," 

♦Levi Willard was a ij:radiiate of Dartmouth College of that year (1776), in the same 
class with Abel Curtis of Norwich, and undoubtedly the same person to whom Mr. Curtis 
addressed the letter quoted in Ginu-rmyf and Council^ Voi. ''///,//. ^gS-joo, shortly 
after said Willard had deserted to the enemy in the summer of 1777. The letter is curious 
and wdl worth reading. Levi Willard served with the firitisb army in Canada, returned 
to Vermont some time after the close of the Revolutionarv War, and died in oiiscurity 
and disgrace at Sheldon, Vt., in 1839, in the ^htieth year age. 
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This letter is copied from ''New Hampshire State Papers, Vol. 
YIII, p. 589." No signature is appended to the same, and it is prob- 
able that from prudential reasons none was affixed by the writer. The 
disquieting effeet upon the patriots of the discovery of such persons 
in their midst, can easily be imagined; and if tiieir identity was 
shown, it is probable they were waited upon by the local Committee 
of Safety without much delay. There is considerable reason to be- 
lieve, however, that the above letter was written by Thomas Sumner, 
Esq., of Thetford. 

From ''Vermont State Papers" we learn that the "General As- 
sembly of the Freemen of Vermont," at a session of that body held 
previous to April 30, 1778, ordered the confiscation of the estates of 
"the enemies of this State and the United States living within this 
State, who have distinguished themselves by repairing to the enemy, 
or other treasonable conduct," etc. The same Act provided for one 
or more Courts of Confiscation to carry into effect the provisions of 
that order. As a result of tiiia enactment the following order by a 
Court of Confiscation sitting at Norwich, wa^ issued: 

Norwich, May, 1776. 

"By the Gk)vemor and Council of the State of Vermont. 

"The Court appointed to confiscate and make sale of the estates of 
such as are gone, and have been to the enemy, having attended to that 
business, and advised all persons to appear and show cause, if any 
they had, why the estates hereafter named, should not be confiscated 
to the use of this State; — and whereas no reasons do appear, and on 
the contrary, evidences appearing which clearly set forth their crim- 
inality : — 

''Therefore, 

"In consequence of the depositions, and by our knowledge of many 
circumstances concurring therewith, whereby it appears to this Court 

That the estates of ought to be, and they hereby 

are confiscated to the use of this State ; and we do accordingly appoint, 
and antliorize Ensi<_m TTosfnrd and Sarrmel Smith, commissioners to 
make sale of said estates (except so nnich as is hereinafter excepted) 
and audit the accounts which may be brought against the several 
estates, under the direction of the Judge of Probate of the disti ict in 
which said estates lie, who is hereby directed to make return, both of 
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the money received and the accounts exhibited, to the Council of said 
State, under oath of office, and to administer the oath of office to the 
said oonunissioners; and either of said commissioners are hereby em- 
powered to administer oaths to any person who shall offer said ac- 
counts for settlement ; and also to give deeds in behalf of this State, 
to the purchasers of said forfeited estates. 

''The estates to be excepted, are, first, the hundred acre lot on which 

uQ^y lives; and, secondly, the hundred acre lot 

now in the possession of the wife of . 

"And the judge of probate, together with the said commissioners, 
are hereby authorized to grant relief to any person or persons, suffer- 
ing on account of the above forfeitures, as they, in their wisdom, 
thall see fit. 

"By order of Court, 

Spookek, Clerk." 

By courtesy of the late Honorable Hiram A. Iluse, former State 
Librarian of Vermont, we are in possession of a eopy of Account Cur- 
lent between Abel fEnsiun] Ilosford and Sanmel Smith (the eom- 
I lissioners appointed by the forej-'oiii'-T order of the Court), and the 
state of Vermont. The persons named in the aecount were, with one 
exception, residents of Thetford, and that one not of Norwich. It is 
an interesting? ducunieiit, though not connected with the early history 
or town save from the fact lliat it was the outcome of an order of a 
Court of Confiscation in session in Norwich. We will give it a place 
in the latter part of this volume. 

The following is a copy of an order for draft of ttie militia: 

" Norwich, 22^ Sept., 1777 

Sir. 

*• Pursuant to your orders of 2ist lust., I have called the Militia of this town 
together and drafted a part of the same, to march without loss of time as they 
shall be directed. . . . Their names as follow : 

"John Slaughter, Adjt, John Wright, Sargt, Israel Brown, Joseph Bartlett, 
Samuel Wright, John Reccord, Seth Johnson, EUsha Baxter, Elisha Waterman, 
Joseph Ball, Samuel Partridge, Elias Partridge, Dole Johnson, Samuel Curtiss, 
Asahel Moredock, John Hopson, Elijah Baldwin, Elisha Brown, Gersham Bart- 
lett, Jur, Samuel Brown, Jur. 

"Certified by Solomon Cuahman, Lieut. 

"To Colo Peter Olcott.'* 
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Roster of the Rbvolutionary Soldiers at Norwich 

I COMMISSIONED OFFICERS 

Peter Olcott, Colonel; Thomas Murdock, Major; Lyman Potter, Chaplain; 
John Slafter, Adjutant; Joseph Lewis, Surgeon's Mate in Gen. Arnold's Expedi- 
dition against Quebec; Eiisha Burton, Captain; Timoihy Bush, Captain; 
Nathl Boardman, Captain; Paul Brigham, Gout. Service, 1 777-1781, Conn, line; 
Solomon Cushman, Cont. Service Col. Bedel's Regt; £Ujali Gates, Captain; 
Nathaniel Seaver, Captain; Joseph Hatch, Cont. Service, commissioned by New 
York; Abel Curtis, Captain; Benjamin Burton, Lieutenant: John Hopson, Lieute- 
nant; Koswell Morgan, Lieutenant; Eiisha Partridge, Lieutenant; James Smaiiey, 
Lieutenant, Cont. Army, Warner's Regt. 

II ENLISTED MEN 

Amos Ames, Private; Parke Avery. Private, (Pensioned in iSoS); Elijah 
Baldwin, Private; Jonathan Kali, Private; Joseph Ball, Private; Gershom Bartlett, 
Jr., Private, (2 enlistment^./; Jonathan bartlett, Private; Joseph Bartlett, Private; 
' EUba Baxter, Private; Cyrus Brewster, Private; Ebenezer Broughton, Private; 
Eiisha Brown, Private (2); Israel Brown, Private; Samuel Brown, Jr., Private; 
Elijah Brownson, Private; Daniel Buck, Private, lost an arm at Bennington, 1777; 
Elijah Burnap, Private; Jacob Burnap, Private, died in the army of Gen. Gates, 
Sept. 23, 1777; John Burnap, Jr., Private; Jacob Burt, (Pensioner), came in after 
the war; Josiah Burton, Private, in Cont. Army, 3 enlistments, wounded at Sara- 
toga, 1777; Henry Burton, Private, served in Conn.; Nathl BurWash, Private; 
John Bush; Sylvanus Chadwick, Private; Samuel Coit, Private, in Conn. Militia; 
James Crary, Private; John Crary, Private; William Crary, Private; Samuel Curtis, 
Private; Joseph Cushman, Private, Cent. Army, 4 y ars, 2nd Conn. Regt.; Moses 
Davis, served in Cont. Army; Prince Freeman, Private; Cornelius Gilbert, Private; 
Cornelius Gilbert, Private; Eleazar Goodrich, Private; Hezekiah Goodrich, 
Private; John Goodrich, Private; Josiah Goodrich, Jr., Private; Adrian Hatch, 
Private; Benjamin Hatch, Private; William Hovey, Private; Jerome Hutchinson, 
Private; John Hutchinson, Private, served in Cont. Army, died at Philadelphia, 
1778; Abner Hubbard, Capt. in Conn. Troops; Ebenezer Jaquith, Private; Dole 
Johnson, Private; James Johnson, Private, Cont. Army, 4 years, Conn. Troops; 
Calvin Johnson, Private, Cont Army, Conn. Troops; Hezekiah Johnson, Jr., 
Private; Setn Johnson, Private; Joseph Loveland, Private: Nathaniel Messenger, 
Private; Gershom Morse, Private; Ger.«ihom Morse, Jr., Private: Job Morse, 
Private; Asahel Murdock, Private; Israel Newton, Private; Daniel Nye, Private; 
EUas Partridge, Private; Ephraim Partridge, Private, died a prisoner in Canada; 
Samuel PartddiBre, Jr., Private; Jeremiah Percival, Sergt.; Samud Poole, (Pen« 
sioner), came to Norwich after the war; John Reccord, Private; John Sargent, Jr., 
wounded, prisoner in Canada, 1781-2: Conant R. Sawyer, Private, in Cont. Army, 
Conn. Regt.; Calvin Seaver, Private; Jonathan Spear, Private, in Cont. Army, died 
in N.J.; Joshua Spear, Sergt.; Aaron Stimson, Sergt.; Joel Stimson, Scrgt., (Fifer); 
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Peter Thateher, Jr., Private; Samuel Thatcher, Private; Lyman Toimaii, Private; 
Elijah Tracy, Private; Joseph Tudcer, Private; Joseph Vinsen, Private; Eli Wash- 
burn, Sen., Private; Daniel Waterman, Jr., Private; Elisha Waterman, Private; 
Eliiah Waterman, Private; Levi Waterraan, Private; Samuel Waterman, Private; 
Ell White, Sergt; Joel White, Private; Solomon White, Private; Jonathan Whit 
ing, Private; Caleb West, Private; Timothy Wilmot, in Conn. Troops; James 
Wilfloo, Private, wagon master; John Wright, Private; Samuel Wright, Sergt 

The deaths of fifty-four (all that are Icnown) of the above Revolutionary 

soldiers, that occurred after the year 1800, show an average longevity of over 
eighty years. The last to die was Deacon Israel Newton, 1856, 93 years. 

Samuel Coit, 1851, 89 years; James Crary, 1849, 86 year.s; Jerome Hutchinson, 
1848, 86 years; Joseph Tucker, 1840, 89 years; Joseph Cushman, 1848, 89 years; 
Hesr Goodridi, 1848, 91 years; Benjamin Burton, 1847, 92 years; Daniel Nye, 1844, 
84yeara. 
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NORWICH IN THE SECOND WAK VVMH GKEAT BRITAIN 

In the sprinf,' of 1812, war with Great Britain again seemed im- 
minent. Causes of complaint against the aggressions of the British 
government had existed for a long time, and the irritation was now 
increasing on all sides. It did not seem possible that actual war could 
much longer be postponed, although public opinion in the United 
States was stUl far from unanimous for an immediate appeal to arms. 

Norwicli, as had been her wont in Revolutionary times, again let 
lier voiee he heard when great public and national interests were 
being agitated before the people. At the dose of a town meetmgr held 
June 18, 1812, a paper was presented to the meeting containing the 
preamble and resolutions which we copy below. On account of the 
great length of the preamble, we are obliged to abridge it consider- 
ably. The document was obviously drawn up with much care by some 
person familiar with the political history of the country. After some 
debate the derk was directed to read tiie paper. A spirited discus- 
sion ensued, and the preamble and resolutions were finally adopted 
by a large majority, as true in their statement of facts and expresdve 
of the sense of the town on the question at issue. It was voted that 
the same be put on record in the town clerk's office. A final dause 
appended to the fourth resolution denouncing in severe terms as ene- 
mies of their country that portion of the Federal party who were at 
that time most unsparing in thdr criticisms of the war poUcy of Presi- 
dent Madison, and the measures of Congress then pending to procure 
redress, was rejected by a decisive vote. 

Pbeahble 

"When we behold our country on the very verge of war, the true 
patriot cannot hdp passing in mind the whole catalogue of injuries 
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and wrongs that our country has experienced both from England and 
France.** 

Here foUows a lengthy and spirited arraignment of England, be- 
ginning with the persecutions which drove the Pilgrim fathers across 
the sea in 1620, and enumerating a long series of abuses, exactions, 
and oppressions which the colonists had endured from British lyranny 
during the whole colonial period, and which resulted at last, in 1775, 
in revolt and successful revolutions. 

The charges and complaints are set forth in rigorous language, and 
in their comprehensiveness remind the reader of the well-known re- 
cital so admirably formulated in the Declaration of Independence. 
We quote again from the record: 

"Oreat Britain, after experiencing defeats and delays in subduing 
the colonies, in 1782 acknowledged them index>endent of the mother 
country and entered into a treaty with them as an independent nation 
possessed with every attribute of national sovereignty, and made a 
solemn engagement to regnilate her conduct towards us consonant to 
these her professions. But stung with pride and governed by some 
evil magic spell she has not ceased to violate her plighted faith — im- 
pressing our seamen, notwithstanding the most earnest remonstrances 
of our government. She has not ceased to vex our lawful commerce 
in every sea ; She has crimsoned the waters at the mouths of our rivers 
with the blood of our citizens; Iler naval officers have insulted our 
Government and disregarded our municipal laws and rr piilatinns, even 
at the very threshold of n;ir national sovereiu'iit y. Slio has excited 
the savages to mnke wnv npdii our defenceless frontiei-s. * * * * 
In the midst of the most ostensible sliow of negotiation, slie has sent 
her emissaries and spies into our most populous cities and towns to 
eneonrafr(* onr own citizens to resist tlie laws, promote eivil war. and 
has offered her aid in dismembering tlie inte^t ity and union of these 
states. And to fill np the black catalogue of wiongs, her public min- 
isters sent to reside mar our Gov* have in more instances than one 
endeavored to make our own cilizeuH believe we have no neutral rights, 
and attempted to palliate the wrongs of their own government, mag- 
nifyini: eomplaints against our own, denying us justice, and with a 
hollow, fal.sc profession of friendship turned a deaf ear to all uur 
reasonable and just complaints. • • • France also in her turn 
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has not been behind in violating our national rights. She has unjustly 
phnidered our merchants of many millions of their property, burnt 
mauy of onr vessels on the hi*rh seas, and under the most frivolous 
pretences delays entering into any adjustment of our just and reason- 
able claims against that govern ment for the wrongfs we have received 
at her hands. And we do fully l)elieve Congress would be justified 
in declaring war against both France and England.*' 

Resolutions 

Resolved, that we have full confidence in the Chief Executive of 
the United States, and Heads of Departments, and in a majority of 
both Houses of Congress, and we fully believe that the measures which 
appear to be pursued by them are suitable and proper, and if ad- 
hered to with unaimnity, will terminate to the honor and interest of 
the United States. 

"Resdved^ that we consider the Embargo not only wise and politic, 
bnt absolutely necessary to save and keep our property at home and 
call home what was abroad; and in case our government had been 
so forgetful as to have omitted so prudent a measure, onr merchants 
would have had good reason to censure the neglect 

"Resolvedf that we consider it the duty of every good citizen to 
support his own government in all its just demands upon a foreign 
Power; and we consider that our daim upon Great Britain to xeaeind 
her Orders in CToxmcil, to remunerate our merchants for the unjust 
spoliation upon their lawful commerce, for the restoration of our 
seamen, and the pretended right of search, are all just causes of com- 
plaint and war against that Pow^* — and we do most solemnly pledge 
ourselves, our property, and our all, in support of our government in 
demanding justice of Great Britain. 

**Besolvedf that we regard many of our citizens who differ from us 
in polities as honest, good men who have the good of their country 
at heart, but for want of correct information err in judgment. 

*'To such we can cheerfully extend the hand of charity, and believe 
that when they are better informed they will walk with us in any 
measures to retrieve the honor and interest of the country." 

It is a curious coincidence that on the very day that the foregoing 
Preamble and Hesolutions were being discussed and voted on in the 
Norwich town meeting the Congress of the United States at Wash- 
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in^tton was votinpr a Declaration of War against Great Britain. Just 
six days later, news of that declaration having been received — on the 
24th of June, the selectmen called another town meeting "to raise 
a tax for defrayinj? town expenses and to increase the wages of the 
detachment from Norwich," which tax was promptly voted on the 6th 
of July followintr. It was then voted to increase the monilily pay 
of the non-commissioned officers and privates who have been or may 
be detached dui'in<j the present year $3.00 per month, the town to be 
*'holden to make up that sum in case the legislature should not give 
the same relief generally." 



Norwich Soldiers in the War of 1812 

*Alden Partridge, Captain United States Engineers. Died at Norwicn, January 
17, 1854. 

*W31iam Partridge, Captain United States Engineers, Chief Engineer of Armj 
under General Hull. Died at Detroit, Mich. Ter7., while prisoner of war, 

September 20, 1812. 

•Danl. A. A. Buck, Captain 31st United States Infantry. Died at Washington, 

D. C, December 25, 1S41. 
•Oliver G. Burton, Major 33d United States Infantry. Died in Cuba, 1820. 
•Jofan Wright, First Lieutenant United States Engineers. Died at Norwich, 

September 10, 1860. 

Ethan Burnap, Captain 31st United States Infantry. Died at Lowell, Mass., 

February 23, 1872. 
Calvin Burnap, Lieutenant 3i8t Infantry. 

BNLISTBD MSN 
Levi Burton. Died at Plattsburgh. N. Y., Nov. 22, 1813. 

Lyman Baldwin. Died at Norwich, Vt. 

Har\'ey Burton. Died at Norwich, Vt,, October 22, 1868. 

Elisha Hutchinson. Died at Norwich, Vt, March a8, 1872. 

David Morrill. Died at Norwich, Vt., 1878. 

Anderson Miner. 

Cyrus Partridge. Died at Norwich, Vt., July i6v 1842, 
Ebenezer Spear. Died at Norwich, Vt., July 30, 1870. 
Roswell Wright. Died at Norwich, Vt., October 9, 1866. 
Weston Sawyer. Emigrated to Ohio. 
Jedediah Spaulding. Died at Port Huron, Mich. 
Alex Percival. Died in service. 
Aaron Keyes. Died at Norwich, Vt. 
John Miles. Died at Norwich, Vt. 

*Giadaate9 of the United States Military Academy. 
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Norwich Soi.di£rs in War with Msxico 

T. B. Ransom, Colonel 9th United States Infantry. Killed at Chapultepec, 

September 13, 1847. 

Henry O. Brigham, Drummer 9th United States Infantry. Died at Detroit, Mich. 
James Crangle, Hudson Kimball, Oramell Chamberlain, Ezekiei V. Hatch, 

George Hatcb, KoweU, Elijah Hatch. Died at Ttmbridge, Vt. 

Frederick K. Spear. Died at West P<^t, N. Y. 
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NORWICH IN THE CIVIL WAR 

During the four years of war for the aoppression of the BebelHon, 
Norwleh fumiflhed 178 different men for the armies of the Union. 
There were seven re^nlistments, making the whole nimiber of soldiers 
credited to the town 185. By the census of 1860, the nomber of in- 
habitants was 1759. It appears, therefore, that the town sent to the 
seat of war rather more than one in ten of its entire population, during 
the four years' .continuanee of hostilities. About the same proportion 
holds good for the state at large, Vermont contributing, out of an 
aggregate population of 315,116, soldiers to the number of 34,555 for 
the defense of the Union. Of the 178 men enlisting from Norwich, 
twenty-seven laid down their young lives in the service of the eonntry. 
The soil of eveiy soutbem state, from the Potomac to the Bio Qrande, 
was moistened by the blood or supplied a grave to one or more of these. 
The town paid the larger part of these men libml bounties, amounting: 
to about $32,000, in addition to their state and government pay. Ail 
calls for men upon the town by the national authorities were promptly 
and fully met. 

The patriotic response of our people to the expenses and sacrifices 
of the war wns. in general, hearty and emphatic; and yet candor 
and the tnitli of histoiy comp<^ls ns to confess that there were here, 
as in most other towns thronghont the north, a few disloyal spirits 
who sympathized with the Slaveholders' rebellion, who denounced 
tlie war from beginning: to end, and who scarcely concealed tlieir satis- 
faction when rtows came of rebel victories and union defeats. The 
lapse of twenty-five years has stilled the passions of those eventful 
times, and chai'ity impels us to spare these mis<j:uided men the obloquy 
and dis<:race such as an earlier freneration visited upon the tories of 
the Kevolution. It is the easier to do this, since on each recurring 
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Memorial Day we see some of those individuals who, in the dark days 
of the war, reproached the soldiers oi' tlie rnion as "Lincoln's liire- 
liiifTH, '' and invoked for tlieiii "hospitable uraves" in the south, now 
conspicuous in assistinjj to deeocate the ^'laves of those who fell, and 
in rendering honor to tliose veterans wlio still survivo. Not to liave 
jfivea a helping' hand when one's country was convulsed by a miK:hty 
stru^^le for existence, not to luive eontributed their mite in aid of 
the jjrrand result in which the new birth of the nation was achieved — 
suiely the memory of this were j)unishnient enouo:h for any who nuiy 
have lived till now to witness ( wluit we all ])eliold) the spectacle of a 
^reat people, reunited, [irosperous, and altojjether free. 



Norwich Soldiers in the Civil W^r, i 861-1865. 



Volunteers for Three Years (109) 



Names 


Age 


Reg 


. Co. 


Enlistment 


Adams, Calvin S. 


43 


9 


A 


Dec. 


30. '63 


Andrews, John 


4a 


17 


I 


June 


10, '64 


Austin, George £. 


18 


17 


F 


Apr. 


12, '64 


Beedle, Elisha T. 


18 


«7 


D 


Feb. 


i3. '64 


Bicknell, Wmiam 


»5 


4 


B 


Sept. 


2, '6r 


Bills, George 


19 


6 


C 


Oct. 


19, '61 


Blood, Horace 


^5' 


Cav 


. D 


Nov. 


8, '61 


Blood, William H. 


22 


6 


B 


Aug. 


,4, %2 


Bovker, John 


18 


17 


H 


Apr. 


i6,»64 


Buswell, Albert 


4* 


8 


D 


Jan. 


4, '64 


Carpenter* William £. 


«4 


8 


D 


Jan. 


4. '64 


Chamberlio, Franklin 


25 


7 


H 


Jan. 


24, '63 


Clapp, Alonzo D 


18 


17 


D 


Oct. 


7. '63 


Clough, Burchard 


27 


9 


A 


Jan. 


4. '64 


Colburn, William H. 




3 


C 


June 


I, '61 


Coon, Almon G. 


23 


17 


D 


Feb. 


1 r, '64 


Coon, William H. 




'7 


D 


Feb. 


II, '64 


Core^, Wm. H, H. 


|0 


6 


1; 


Sept. 


20, *6l 



Remarks 

Dischirjjed Feb. 2,, '64. 

Des°rted July 14. '64. Arrested and sen- 
tenced to three years at Ft. Delaware. 
Pro. Corp., Sergt.. 2nd Lt. Co. D, July 
10, '65. Must, out as Sergt. July 14, '65. 

Wounded. Pro. Cor., May 9, '6$. 
UnstMcd out July 14. 

Mustered out Sept. 30, '64. 

Died of disease in service, Dec. «, '6a, 

Discharged .May 18, '62. 

Mustered out June 19, '65. 

Deserted May n, '64. 

Mustered out June 2S, '65. 

Absent sick June 28, '65. iD^ti of 
muster out of nis Regt.) 

Died at Pensicoli, Fl i., Dac. 27, *o2. 

Corporal. Died in hrnpital O t. 29. '64. 

Prisoner, Feb. 2. '64. Died .it Ander- 
I ille, Jiine 30, '64. 

Kiilrd in battle at Lewiosvilie, \'a. 
Sept 12, '6t. 

-Ser^eint. Discharged Jan. i, '6; 

Corporal. Pro. Sergemt. Mustered out 
July 14, '65, 

Pro. Corp. Feb. i, '62. Discharaed 
Oct. 17, »6. 
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NamH 


Age Rag. Co. 


Enlistment 




Crawford, Bradford M. i8 


«7 


I 


Jane 3i,*64 


Mustered out July 14, '65 


Currier, Geoit;« 


*3 


9 


A 


Dec. 261*63 


Died of disease at Ft. Monroe, Va., 


Ciirri^, Lewis 


i8 


7 


H 


Feb. 26,*62 


Died of diaeaae at CanroUton, La., 
Mov. to, 


Currier, Simeon 


a3 


7 


H 


Feb. 


14, *62 


iiFiscnaurgea uct. 15, 02. 


Curtis, George A. 


i9Cav.£ 


Oct. 


ii,*6i 


ke-eelUted Dec. a8, '63. Deserted 


Davis, Oscar F. 


33 


9 


A 


Dec. 26, '63 


Prisoner Feb. 2, Died at Ander- 
•onvllle Sept. 9, '64. 


Doucett, Joseph 


21 


17 


D 


Feb. 17, *64 




Doyle, Erasmus 


*s 


3 


F 


June 


i,*6i 


Re^listed Dec. ai, '63. Died of 


Dutton, Lewis H. 




3 


c 


June 


I, '61 


eJ>fca|^Bwm s* fcrsj^^is w jicia ws»s ♦ 




»5 


11 


D 


Oct. 


20, '63 


Fro. Corp. Mustered out Aug. 25. '65. 


Fowler, John G. 




3 




July 


21, '61 


Pro. Corp. Oct. 2, oj. Discharged 
Dec. 2% 'to. 


Gadbois. Toseidi 


30 


7 


F 


Nov. 


30, '61 


Serct. Re^. Mar. 8, '64. Deserted 
while on Vet. furlough, Sept. 37, '64. 


HIammell, William T. 


19 17 


D 


Feb. 191*64 


Mustered out of service July 14. '65. 


Gee, Freeman 


21 


«7 


1 
1 


June 


23. *64 


Missed in action, Sept. 30, '64. Dis- 
charged Aug. 3, '65. 


uee, ueorge.w. 


18 


17 


I 


July 


4/64 


nsssea in action oepi. jOi 04* mus- 
tered out July 14, "ds* 


Gibbs, Myron D. 


19 


6 


B 


Aug. 


16, *62 


Mustered out June 19, '65. 


Goddard, Charies A. 


31 


6 


B 


Sept 


18, '61 


Pro. Corp., Sergt. Mustered out Oct. 

aOf Of. 


Gott, Marsball C, 


19 17 


D 


Aug. 


26, '63 


Prisoner. Died at Saliafaury, N. C, 

fieD. II, 


Goodrich, James B. 


25 


I f 


H 


Aug. 


7/62 


Prisoner June 23, '64 (Wdden ll.'R.) 
i-./iGU III rt^ijci prisuQa 


Goodrich. Leonard H 


28 


6 


B 


Auk- 


14, '62 


Dischaiged Mar. x?, I64. Lost a 1^ in 

service. 


Hall, Daniel 


24 


6 


B 


Feb. 


24, '62 


Ke-eniisted Har. 27t 04> Hasteied out 

June 26, '6;. 


HaU, George W. 


23 


3 


f 


June 


«,'6i 


Discharged Feb. 20, '63. 


nartwell, Cbanes W. 


20 17 


I 


June 


8, '64 


Died Nov. 3, 64. 


Hatch, Henry H. 


22 


3 


C 


June 


i,'6i 


Corporal. Discharged July 14, 


Hebard, Abel C. 


24 


9 


A 


Dec. 


«6, '63 


Pro. Corp JoQo 5, '65. Mttstared out 

Dec. I, '65. 


Hebard, George B. 


22 


9 


A 


Dec. 


24i '63 


Disciiargc for disability soon after 

muster in. 


Hebard, James C. 


>9 


6 


B 


Sept. 


2/61 


Discharged Oct. 29, '6a. 


Hemesy, Peter 


34 


9 


F 


Dec. 


2., '63 


Mustered out of aervloe Dec. r, '65. 


Hilton, Joseph L. 


22 


6 


B 


Sept. 


6, '61 


Pro. Corp. Mustered out Oct. 28, '64. 


Hinds, Justin G. 


21 Cav. D 


July 


29, '64 


Died in Libby Prison, Nov. 16, '64. 


Holt, Charles 


30 


9 


I 


Dec. 


2t.'63 


Mustered out of service Dec. i, '65. 


Holland, Reuben VV. 


-'7 


5 


H 


Aug. 


2S, '61 


Re-en. Dec. 15, '63. Wounded May S, 
'64. Mustered out June 29, '65. 


Hopson, Allen H. 


»7 


4 


B 


Aug. 




Died Dec. 24. '62, of wounds received 

at Fredericksburg, Dec. 13, •62. 


Hopson,WUliamH. 












Discharged Nov. 5, 'bi. Re-f n. Feb. 24, 
'64, in Co. F., 17 Regt. Pro. Corp. Apr. 
2^, '64. Killed in battle of Poplar Urove 
Church, Va., .Sept. 30, '64. 


21 


3 


C 


June 


I. '61 


^oward, Seayer 


36 »7 


u 

• » 


Sept. 24, '6^ 


Sergt. Transferred to Vet Res. Corps 
Apr./6s. Minfa^o«tJul73o,*65. 
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Name Ace Reg. Co. enlistment Remarks 















Com. Capt. Co. H. 6th Regt. Oct.5, '61. 
Honorably discharged July «, '63. for 

w#llin^c r^*r^^^ trait R^Aib^a jl ffa 

wouna!) recciveoac oaiiKs voni, va., 


Hutchinson, Alonzo B. 23 


6 


B 


















May 4., '63. 


Johnson, Augustus H. 20 


6 


B 


Sept. 


23, »6i 


20, '62. 


Kimball, Alpah 




7 


H 


Jan. 


-3. '^J- 


t\i'-t^niistea rCIKII. iMi BSUSMIMWK 
Mar. 14, '66. 


NimDaJl, tsenj. r . 


44 


'7 


D 


Feb. 


26, '64 


Tranjt. to Vet. Res. Corps. Mustered 

out July 20, '65. 


Kimball, Daniel 


3» 


9 


A 


Dec. 


29f '63 
17, »6i 


Mustered out of service Oct. 19, '65. 


Kimball, HeniyH. 


i9 


6 


B 


Sept. 


Pro. Corp. Discharged Oct. 4, '6a. 
Discharged Dec. as, 'tis. Dted at Nor« 

Wl^ll, j4Ail. 1^, 


Kimball, Wm. A. 


iS 


3 


F 


Sept. 


17, '6t 


Knapp, Chas. A. 


iS 


0 


11 
1) 


Sept. 


5, '6' 


Died June 4. '64, of mmnda received at 
Spottsylvaaia. 




9 1 
^ 1 


4 


K 


Sept. 


2, '61 


Mustdan. Mostered out of service 

Sept. 30, '64. 


X^allipilCr C| \_ICU(|JC 


Z 1 


6 


B 


Apr. 


I, '62 


Pro. Corporal, Sergt. Mustered out 
Apr. 16, '6$. 


Low, WUlarn 


24 


8 




Dec. 


18, '63 


Mustered in Jan. 7, '64. Deserted. 


nn^Tf^dftf^ A 1 f» Y 1 ^ 
ITl al LtJ L I C , r\ i t- A 1 -> 


21 


0 




Dec 


2., '63 


Mustered in Jan. 7, '64. Deserted. 
Died in Canada. 


McDonald, Wm. 


22 


'7 


T 


J une 


-M, '() } 


Dt'serted July 7. '64, 


McNorten, Seth 


43 


17 


D 


Feb. 


i8, 'O4 


Mustered out May 35, '65. 


Menoit, Clifford 


21 


9 




Dec. 29, '63 


Deserted. Never Joined legfsMnt. 


MessengCTi Albeit H. 


30 


6 


B 


Aug. 


16, Y)2 


Mosteved oat of servke June 19^ '65. 


Messenger, Chas. M. 


22 


6 


B 


Sept. 


6, '61 




Messenger, George 


26 


6 


B 


Sept. 


7, '61 


Corporal, Pro. bergt. Mustered out 
Ocl{a8»'i4. * 


Morpv Ciporp'e W 


22 


9 


F 


Dec. 


25, '63 


Musterra out Uec. i, 05. 




33 


9 


F 


Dec. 


'9, '63 






17 


•9 


A 


Aug. 


18, '64 


Died Mar. 2q, '65, at Hampton, Va. 


Noyes, Edwin M. 


25 


3 


C 


May 


23. '61 


2nd Lieut., Pro. ist Lieut. Nov. % *6i. 

Died Aug. 31, '63. 


Nye, George W. 


34 


9 


A 


Dec. 


26, '63 


Mustered out Aug. 7, '6$. 


Parknurst, Oscar M. 


20 Cav. E 


Sept. 28, '6t 


Re-enlisted Dec. 28, '63. Pro. Corp 
jcsiii 1, u4> i«iu3icrcu uui J line 


Pennock, Frederick 


18 


6 


B 


.Mar. 


10, '62 


Killed by a shell befof* PMersbnig 

June 27, '64. 


Piper, Merrill J. 


18 


•7 


1 


May 


29, '64 


Deserted July 7, '64. 


Ray, Edwin R. 


22 


9 


A 


Dec. 


26, '63 


Died of disease Mar. 7, '64, at Neiv* 

bKirn, N'. C. 


Reynolds, George W. 


«9 


17 


D 


Feb. 


18, '64 


.Mustered out July 11 (35. 


Riley, Peter 


34 


9 


E 


Sept. 


7. '64 


Transferred tu nth Regt. Jan. SO^^. 
Mustered out Aug. 25, '65. 


Sarp:ent, Charles A. 




4 


B 


Aug. 


22, '61 


Wounded. I^st a leg in service. Dls- 

charR«d Aur. 15, '63. 


iiargenl, James M. 


23 


6 


B 


Aug. 


18, '62 


Mustered out June 19, '6S' 


Shadick, Isaac 


18 


17 


H 


Mar. 29, *64 


Died of disease OcL SQ. "fti- 


Silver, George W. 


«9 


6 


B 


Oct. 


I, '61 


OischasiKed Oct. 99, '6s. 


Silver, Henry 


18 


6 


B 


Oct. 

« 


I, '61 


Discharged Sept. 25, '62, Wounded. 


Slack, Kansem A. 


30 


6 


B 


Sept. 


20, '61 


Pro. Corporal. Wounded. Mustered 
0ttC0ct.a8,'fi4- 


Slate, Henry W. 


18 


»7 


D 


Feb. 


25/64 


Mitfttsnd oat July 14, 
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Age Reg. Co. Enlistment 




Sm;illey, John G. 


21 


3 


F 


June 


I, '61 




opruai| £.uwarti ivi. 


18 


4 


B 




ij Y)i 


Killed in action at Fredericlnbiirfi 

r')ec. T-;, '62. 


Taylor, George W. 


-6 


6 


B 


Aug. 


30, "61 


Deserted Jniy 18, '63. 


Taylor, Henry 


'9 


9 


K 


Sept. 


7, '64 


Deserted October, 15, '64. 


Thomnaon. fifirnard 


30 Cav. I 


Aug. 


34, '64 




TiIIakah William 


>9 


6 


B 


lulv 




Transferred to Vet. Res. Corps Sept 
1, '63. Mustored out July 12, 


Tracy, Fred 


18 


■7 


I 


JUIIG 




fransferred to Vet. Res. Corps Apr. 
29, '65. Mustered out Aug. 22, 65. 


Turner, Silaa N. 




6 


B 


Aug. 


14, '62 


Died Jan. 6, '63. 


Wallace, Martin L. 


29 




H 


J an. 


ig, '62 


Disclniged Oct. 1$, %t. 


Welcli, Patrick 


26 






Sept. 


8, '64 


Deserted. No further record. 


VVhitcomb, Cluis. B. 


18 


>7 


1 


Feb. 


10, '64 


XVlUS*vcrcU OUi July I4f 0^, 


Wilkey, James H. 


23 


10 


E 


Jan. 


4, '64 


TranRf erred to Vet. Res. Corps Not, 
25, '64. Mustered out Aug. jS, '65. 


Willey, Danlorih 


40 


7 


H 


Jan. 


28, '62 


Died July 2t», '62, at Baton Rouge, La 


Wright, Alexis B. 


43 


9 


A 


Dec. 


20. '61 




Wright, Thomas K. (». 


23 


6 


B 


Sept- 


6, '61 


C onior.i] rrAn*%fprre:l to tstii Miph 
Regt. Feb. 20, ba. 


Wright, John H. 


33 


6 


B 


Sept 


7,'6i 


Re-en. Jan. 5, '64. Discharged for pro- 
motion m jird Battery, ist lieutjuly a6 
llononUydiichaigedMayi9.'is* 


Yarrington, Harvey J. 31 


6 


B 


Aug. 


16, '62 


Pro. Corporal June s, '65. Diicliaxied 

Mayts.'bs. 


Yarrington, Horace 


*3 


6 


B 


Aug. 


18, *62 


Transferrt-d to \*et. Res. Corps Dec. 
14, "64. Discharged July i, '65. 

Pro. Corporal June St Mustered 

out Dec. I, '6j. 


Yarringlon, Merrill E. 


2 1 


9 


A 


Jan. 




Yarrington, Wm. P. 


21 


9 


A 


Jan. 


4, '64 


Pro. Corporal Feb. iS, '65. llusteied 
out June 33, '63. 



Volunteers for One Year (Army— 4) 
Bartlett, Charles H. 19 7 H Feb. 20, '6$ Mustered out of service July tS, "tts. 

JenkSiJohn £. 21 9 I Sept. 3, '64 Mustered out of service June iq, '65. 

]ol.«sen,Jain« ,3 8 I Mar. ...-(is ^^^'^^^il^^ 

Terry, Julius 34 6 H Sept. 13,^64 Disdtarced June 3, '65, 



V'OLUNTKERS 1 UK 0.\K YeAK (NaVV— 8^ 



Clou<;h, William \V. 
Clough, Thomas S. 
Colburn, Myron S. 



Names 

Alger, Aaron P. 
Ballard, Edwin L. 

Benson, Levi A. 

Brown, John B. 



Davis. Frank A. 
Gordon, Charles F. 
Powers, Chandler W. 



Sproat, Jatnes S. 

(Two enli.stments) 
Waterman, John 



VOLUNTKERS FOK NJNK MONTHS (31) 

.\ge Ke^ Co. Enlistmeut Remarks 

27 It) H Sept. 15, '62 Mustered out of service Auk. 10, '63. 

3016 K Sept. 15, '62 Mustered out of service Aug. 10, '63. 

1816 K Sept. 15/62 Sap?^^C*''*^- 

24 16 K Sept. 15, '62 Mustered out ef service Aug. 10, '63, 
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Names 


Age Reg. Co. Enlistment 


Remarin 


Brown, William L. 




16 


K 


Sept, 


J' 


'62 


Mustered out of 5ervice Aug. 10. '63. 


Caswell Charles 


40 


16 


K 


Sept. 


1 Si 


'62 


Mii«itf'rpd out of s**rvirp •\lif' in 


Colburn, Richard A. 


18 


16 


R 


Sept. 




♦62 


Mustered uut of servicK Aug. 10, '63. 




zo 




IV 


ocpi. 






Corporal. Reduced to tte ranks by 

request. 


Cumer, Daniel Q. 


43 


16 


K 


Sept. 


•5. 


*62 


Mustered out of nrvieeAas. 10, '63. 


Cutting, Orange P. 


>9 


ID 


\t 

Iv 


dept. 




02 


Died of disease near Unloii Hills, Va., 

Feb. a8, '63. 


Danforth, William A. 


20 


16 


K 


Sept. 


'5. 


'62 


Muetend out of service Aug. lo, '63. 


Fowler, Lewis H. 


18 


*i6 


K 


Sept* 






Mustered out of service .Aug. 10, '63. 


xiAWKinSi ficiiry vr. 


*5 








•5» 


02 


Pro. CorporaL Mustered out of aer- 
vioe Ai^. io,*63. 


Holt, Franlclin 


t8 


16 


T T 

H 


Sept. 


»5. 


'62 


Uosteted oat of service Aqg . loy Vj. 


Huggett, David H. 


23 


16 


K 


Sept. 


«5» 


62 


Mustered out of service Aug. 10, *63. 


Hutchinson, Edsen 


44 


I () 


K 


.Sept. 


'5- 


'63 


Mustered out of service Aug. 10, '63. 


Hutchinson, Samuel 


36 


j6 


K 


Sept. 


' 3» 


'62 


Captain. Resigned Jan 3, '63. 


Hutchinson, Win. H. 


26 


16 


K 


Sept. 


'5, 


'62 


Wagoner. Redttoed to the ranks by 

request. 


Jenne, Lemuel R. 


37 


16 


K 


Sept. 


15. 


'62 


Mustered out of service Aug. 10, '63. 


Kelley, Michael 


38 


16 


K 


Sept. 


1 <ti 

■ 3> 


'62 


Wouuded at Cicttysburg. Mustered 
rmt of service Aug. 10, '63. 


jnSvCQIICi 1 DOIuaS 




10 


v 

IV 


4tan» 




OZ 


Discluurged Feb. 11, '63. 






16 


K 

Am 


Sent 


f c» 




Mustered out Aug. le, 




21 


i6 


K 


Sept. 


»s» 


'62 


VOipOr&l. nUaWTMl VUv AUg. lO, 


Slack, Herbert B. 


18 


16 


K 


Sept. 


'5» 


Y>2 


Discharged Nov. 27, '62. 


Swasey, Chas. L. 


24 


16 


K 


Sept. 


'5. 


'62 


Mustered out .^ug. 10, '63. 


Thurstin, George R. 


22 


16 


K 


Sept. 


15. 


'62 


Mustered out Aug. 10, '63. 


Thiirsttn, Harrison H. 


21 


16 


K 


Sept. 


i5> 


*62 


Mustered Out Aug. lOi^j. 


Tracey, James B. 


18 


i6 


K 


Sept. 


IS. 


♦62 


Mustered mit Aug. le, %j 


Waterman, Chas. H. 


20 


16 


K 


Sept. 


•5. 


'62 


Mustered out Aug. 10, '63. 


Wood, Chas. P. 


24 


16 


K 


Sept. 


•5. 


'62 


Pro. Corporal Feb. i. '63. 


Wood, Rodolphus W. 


35 


16 


K 


Sept. 


'5. 


'62 


Mustered out Aug. 10, '63. 



Furnished Under the Draft of 1863(17) 

</ — Entkred Skkvice (1) 

«shottnrlf <iamiiAi W Adjutant 8th Vt. Vols. Oct. 20, '63. Pro. Capt. Co.H Nov.zi, '64, 

bhattuck, bamuel W. 22 wounded at Cedar Creek, Oct^ '64. Musteied oat June aS, '65! 



Neal, James L. 

Bartlett,- Edson 
Burton, Henry C, 
Currier, Amiarose B, 



^Procuked Substitutbs <3) 
Pattrell, Oscar L. 

^Paio Commutation (S) 
Johnsen, Albert R. 
Sargent, William 
Strong, Calvin 



Walker, Daniel A. 



Turner, N. G., Jc 

Waterman, Wm. T. 
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Enrollzd Hik Who Fubnishbd SvBsrrniTis (5) 
Blanchard, Asa Bradley, Hial Slack, George W. 

Bradley, £d>vin Lyman, Ai^ustus P. 

MlSClLLANEOUS (9) 

Not credited by name to the town. 
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CHAPTER XII 



EDUCATIONAL 

From the town records it appears that the first attempt to divide 
the town into school districts, was at a town meetinj? held November 
19, 178-, when John Slafter, Elijah Brownson, ItJiainar Bartlett. 
Joseph Loveland, l*aui liingliani, Joseph Hatch, Daniel Baldwin, Abel 
Wilder and Samuel Brown, Jr., were made a committee for that pur- 
pose. Soon thereafter the committee repoited that they "could effect 
nothing on the business of their appointment," and were discharged. 
No further move in town meeting towards districting the town for 
school purposes appears to have been made until March 30, 1785, when, 
• on petition of persona residing in the sontheastem part of the town, 
the territory, to be deaeribed, was embraced in a district designated as 
the "First School District:- Beginning at the southeast bound of 
Norwich; thence rumiing on the line between Hartford and Norwich, 
two miles; thence northerly so wide as to include Benjamin Hatch and 
Benjamin Burton and Mr. John Knight; thence easterly so as to take 
into s'd district Nathaniel Brown, Esq., Esquire Elisha Partridge and 
the Bev. iQrman Potter; thence due east to Connecticut River." 

At a town meeting held March 14, 1791, districts Nos. 1 to 12, both 
inclusive, were established; March 13, 1798, district No. 13 was or- 
ganised; No.* 14 (from the consolidation of districts 9 and 10) in 1818; 
No. 15 (Bicknell), in 1827; No. 16, March, 1828; No. 17, June, 1828; 
No. 19, March, 1834; No. 20, Oct. 20, 1834; No. 18 (Podunk), 1841. 

At a town meeting held in May, 1834, it was voted to set off Ira 
Baxter, Isaac Partridge, Gyrus Partridge, and Calvin P. Newton's 
Cushman farm, and the Widow Bissell and the Olcott house she lives 
in, to District No. 4." 

In March, 1836, No. 19 District (established in March, 1834) hav- 
ing, it is supposed, become extinct, another district of like designation 



Digitized by Google 



104 



UJSTORY OF NORWICH 



was establislied on the territory now called No. 5 (Upper River). In 
September following the district was reruimbered 21. 

At the annual meeting held in March, 1824, the town "voted to 
choose a cotiiinittee to visit the several schools in Norwich tlie year 
ensuing. uikI to report accord in lt to their improvement, and to dis- 
tribute snch donations as they may receive from individuals, to the 
schools which, in their opinion, have made the best progress in learn- 
ing during the term, and make return to the next March meeting." 
The following named persons constituted this committee: **Rev. Sam- 
uel Ooddard, John Brown, Elijah Boardman, Rev. Jaa. W. Woodward, 
Sewall Oleason, Asa Lord, Horace Hateh, Col. Alba Stimson, John 
Wright, Esq." 

At the March meetinfir in 1825, it was ''voted to appropriate $32.00 
to the aeveral districts in Norwich, to be divided as follows: $2.00 
to each district, to be divided by the teachers, with the advice of the 
committee, to those scholars in each school who, in their opinion, have 
made the best progress, and the remaining $4.00 to the school or sdiools 
that in the opinion of the committee have made the best progress in 
learning during the wmter. * * 

**VoUdt further, that the Committee appointed to visit the several 
School districts, be requested to examine the teachers in each School 
district, and if they consider that they are not qualified to keep school, 
to make report to the Committee of that district or districts, and if 
such teachers shall not then be dismissed and others procured who are 
qualified, such district shall receive no share of the mon^ so appro- 
priated." [This is the earliest instance of school supervision known 
to the writer in Vermont, as instituted by town iauthority.] 

It was also Voted that the Treasurer be directed to pay Bev. Slim- 
uel Ooddard $14, — ^for the services he performed in visiting the several 
seliool districts in Norwich the past winter." 

We have no knowledge of Prudential Committees for Schools earlier 
than 1828, in which year Rev. Sam'l Ooddard, Alba Stimson, John 
Wright, Dr. Horace Hatch, and Eleazer J. Boardman served in that 
capacity. The ronnnittees for later years were: 1829, Kev. Sam'l God- 
dard, Rev. J. \V. Woodward, Col. Alba Stimson A TiOveland. Cyril 
Pennock ; 18:^0, Rev. S. Ooddard, Rev. J. W. Woodward, Alba Stimson, 
Dr. Ira Davis, Dr. Horace Hatch; 1831, Rev. Samuel Ooddard, Ira 
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Davis, Rev, J. H. Woodward, Paul W. Brigham, Col. Alba Stimson; 
1832 and 1833, Thos. Hall, Alba Stimsoii, Ira Davis. From 1846 to 
1857, the office of School Superintendent (under a new law) was filled 
by Dr. Shubael Oonverge, who served four years; Col. Alba Stimson, 
who served three years ; Dr. Ira Davis, whose term was two years ; and 
M. M. Davis, E. B. Emerson, and Prof. J. D. Butler, each of whom 
served one year. 

The number of scholars in the several school districts in Norwich, as 
returned by the District Clerks in March, 1826, was 635, of which 
number 136 were in District No. 1. In 1779, as per returns made that 
year, the number was 552. In 1886, fifteen districts supported schools, 
with 220 scholars in attendance. 

Mr. Chas. E. Ensworth says that he has the authority of the late 
Mr. Boswell Wright for stating that the first district school building 
in town stood on or near the site of the present * 'vestry''; that Mr. 
Wright, when a boy, attended school there, walking from his father's 
home on what is now known as '^Dutton Hill," with Adriance Hatch 
(grandfather of the late Abel P. Hatch) whose home was further 
west, in a house occupied later by Neal, and still later by Pettes until 
it was destroyed by fire several years since. 

As the foUowing interesting petition is in close touch with the pres. 
ent subject, we will give it a place in this article: 

PBTmON 

"Whereas a number of the inhabitants of the town of Norwich 
Living on the rojid from James Johnson's to Humphrey Balls and 
some elsewhere have been jrreat sufferers for want of a School that 
would Commode us tho.se schools that have been kept here to ffirc the 
nearest haa been so far of that we have had little (ir no profit thereby — 
We llierefore whose names are hereunto set beg leave to inform the 
good people of this town that we can not send our children to the 
School house by Lieut. John Slafters without great trouble because 
of the lenjrth of way and also by reafton of the roads not beinj? much 
traveled we therefore think it very discommojeus and thereftire burden- 
some for us to send or belonfr to the School at the S'd Slafters we 
therefore wish the Gentleinen Committee that was appointed by this 
town would consider our ))ur(len and remember that we want freedom 
and privileges with our Brethei'^u thii^k the Committee Men of 
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Reason and Wisdom and therefore we liope for a hearing in this mat- 



The brick aehool-buildinp at the lower end of Norwich village was 
built by the late Harvey Burton, Esq., in 1845, and was used for 
school purposes until 1888, when the two village districts were consoli- 
dated, the eonaolidated district having its school in the north one of the 
former University buildings. 

By an Act of the Legislature, passed in 1892, the old district organ* 
ization for caring for schools was abolidied, and the present town 
SQTstm put in force. 



The Windsor County Grammar School was granted a charter by the 
legislature of the State, June 17, 1785, while in session in Norwich. 
How soon it went into operation we are unable to say ; — ^probably very 
soon — although the action of the legislature in October, 1788, legalizing 
a lottery for the purpose of raising money to eomplete the school build- 
ing, might indicate a later date. One Ashur Hatch was its first and 
only teacher until the school was removed to Royalton, Yt., in 1807» 
and he was also the first school teacher in town of whom we have any 
record. Mr. Hatch was a son of John Hatch, Jr. He graduated at 
Dartmouth College in 1779, married Lucy Story in 1789, removed to 
Brookfield, Vt., in 1791, and died there in 1826, aged seventy-three 
years. 

Among the scholars who attended the school were John Bush, Ros- 
W?I1 Qleottf Thomas ^righam, Stephen Burton and Mills Oloott^ after* 



ter. 



[This part of the petition is missing ; the 

indications are that it was cut off with a sharp 

instrument. Probably the date and names of 
Other petitioners were on the detached piece.] 



**John Armstrong 
Ithsmar BaiHett 
Humphrey Ball 
Anderson Miner 
Johnson 
Jacob Sawyer 
Calvin Johnson 
John Miles 
John W. Armstrong 
Joseph Brown 
Joseph Cooic 
Titus D. Hammond 
Benjamin Burt 
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wards men of note in town. The school building stood where the Con- 
gre«rationaI Church in Norwich villa«;e now stands, and was used for 
school purposes until 1838, when it was moved away and converted into 
a dwellinj? house. It is now the home of Lucius llibbard, at the north 
end of the village. Previous to its removal the ])uil(lin^' had been used 
by both districts oti the "Plain" for school purposes, the upper dis- 
trict using the north room and the lower, or south district, the south 
room. In time friction arose between the two districts, resulting' in the 
north district enirairing "Uncle" Chauneey Hunt to haul the struc- 
ture away to their end of the village, which service he performed, 
though not to his pecuniary advantaw. because of subsequent litij/ation 
growing out of that act. After the removal of the building, the school 
in the south district was kept in the north university building; in a 
building that stood in the forkn of the hi^jhway near the railroad 
bridge, south of the depot, and at other places, until the erection of 
the brick schoolhouse in that district iii 184-), the north, or upper, dis- 
trict using a building erected for that purpose. 



The Norwich Classical and Eu<j:lish Hoarding School was incorpor- 
ated by the legislature of Vermont November 8, 1867, and went into 
operation the following year. The names of the corporators were: 
William Sewall, Henry Blood, Henry Hutchinson, John Button, Syl- 
vester MorriSr E. Lewis, Joseph L. Loveland, James Burnham, 
Samuel Goddard, PranUiii L. Olds, and their associates and suc- 
eesflors. The sehool occupied the building (North Barracks) formerly 
beloii«:ing to Norwich University, which had transferred to it all its 
right and title to the same previous to its removal to Northfield in 1866. 
This building was repaired and refurnished at an expense (by sub- 
scription among the townspeople, chiefly) of over $3,000. 

The school was opened in December, 1867, with quite encouraging 
prospects; but with a frequent change of teachers the patronage stead- 
ily declined for about ten years, becoming extinct in 1877,— thus 
sharing the fate of most of the unendowed high schools and academies 
throughout the State. During its brief existence it served a useful pur- 
pose. Several young men were fitted for college, and others of both 
sexes prepared themselves for teaching and for active life. The prin- 
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cipals were: W. II. Gilbert, 1868; C. P. Chase, 1869; C. E. Putney, 
1870-73 : E V. Sanborn, 1874; W. W. MorriU, 1875 j W. H. Bay, 1876; 
D. S. Bngham, 1877. 
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THE A. L. S. AND M. ACADEMY 

Ainoiit; the well known educational institutions in our land during 
the early part of the past century, was the American Literary, Scien- 
tific, and Military Academy, the forerunner of Norwieh University, 
founded by the late Capt. Aldeu I^artridge in 1819, in Norwich, his 
native town. 

The corner-stone of the Academy building* was placed .Au^nist 4, 
1819, and September 20th of the following year the institution was 
opened for the reception of cadets. 

From Captain Partridge's knowledge of the system of edueation 
in force in the higher seminaries of learning in our oountry, he was 
conyineed that no truly American system of education — such as was 
designed to meet the needs of the large majority of the young men of 
the countiy — ^waa within their reach. It was with a -view to remedy 
that defect that he established this institution, which during the first 
year of its existence had an attendance of one hundred pupils^ and 
thereafter — ^until 1825 — the annual attendance rapidly increased, at 
one time being nearly two hundred. 

The character of the patronage accorded to this newly launched 
academy was hi^^ly flattering to its founder and its friends. The at- 
tendance from the southern states was very large — ^undoubtedly a 
larger percentage, by far, than any other northern educational insti- 
tution was favored with ; many of whom, in after years, with numbers 
of their northern daasmates, honored themselTes and their Alma Mater, 

♦This building was constructed of biick, was four stories hij^h and forty-seven by one 
bundrcid feet on the ground, and was situated just south of the present high school build- 
ing; «nd near the east end of the now vacant lot opposite the ra^ence of Mrs. William E. 
Lewis. 
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April, 1825, the academy was remOTed to Middletown, Cozm., for 
reasons believed by Captain Partridge to promise a more saceessfol 
future to the institution than would aeerue to it by its remaining at 
Norwich. While at Middletown — a period of three years — ^its success 
was even larger, in many respeets, than when at Norwich, the number 
of cadets in attendance at one time being nearly or quite three hun- 
dred. 

While at Norwich the institution was a private undertaking by 
Captain Partridge, — ^the ground, buildings, and other material being 

owned by Inm. 

In 1835, the Academy became "Norwich University," by virtue of 
an act of incorporation granted by the legislature of Vermont the pre- 
vious year. Captain Partridge remained at the head of the institution 
until 1843, and soon after sold the buildings and grounds to the Trus- 
tees of the University. 

In 1845, a rival miiitarj- school, under the superintendency of Colonel 
T. B. Kansom, had a home in a wooden building that stood a little 
south and west of the other academy building; but its duration was 
short, and its attendance small. Snbsequently the building: was moved 
to the opposite side of the highway, and from a home for mental cul- 
ture becann' !\Tr. David Morrill's paint shop. 

In 181()'1, a buildinfi desi<jned for a boai'dinpr bouse for the f^dpts 
at the University was ereeted just north of the one first built, and on 
the site of the present high-school building, 

Norwich rNm:RSiTY 

There was one feature in the scheme of education established at 
Norwich T^niv(>rsity which honorably distinguished it from nearly all 
other siniihir institutions of its time in New England, Fi'oni the first 
it was wholly free from sectarian influence. This principle was prom- 
inently set forth in its charter as drawn l)y its founder. Captain Par- 
tridge, which provided "that no rules, laws or reirubations of a sec- 
tarian character, either in religion or politics, sliould be adopted or 
imposed; nor shall any student ever be questioned or controlled on 
account of his leliLrious or jiolitical belief by the Board of Trustees 
or the Faculty of said institution, either directly or indirectly." In 
hiji prospectus of the T"^niversity. declaring the principles upon which 
it was founded, Captain Partridge begins as follows: — "Everything of 
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a secUman characier m religion is utterly excluded from its walls. The 
founders of this Institution^ as well as the legislature of Yermont 
which granted the act of inoorporatiou, believed that there was no 
natural or necessary connection between the propagation of ^ectarim 
dogmas, and education rightly understood. They believed that the 
great object of education should be to prepare youth in the best pos- 
sible manner for the correct and efficient discharge of the great duties 
of life, in any situation in which fortune or eireumstanees may place 
them, by the due cultivation and improvement of the physical and 
moral energies, and the storing of their minds with useful human 
knowledge. They believed that by such a system our youth would 
become patriotic citizens and useful members of society, instead of 
iroiiiK' forth into the world bigoted sectariam and torangling theo- 
logians^ aiming to stir up excitements and introduce discord into the 
community, thereby destroying that respect which the great body of 
the iieople feel for pure religion, and intiicting upon it serious injury. 
Good morals, however, and a sacred regard for the great principles of 
religion, as understood and reverenced by the great majority of the 
people, are strictly and earnestly inculcated. The students are re- 
quired to attend divine service on the Sabbath, except such ns have 
conscientious scruples to doing so. Those who do not attend church, 
are strictly required to remain in their rooms during church time. 
The readinp: and careful examination of the Bible are earnestly en- 
joined upon all. " 

Colonel Ranscnn. too. soon after assuming the duties of president, 
after quoting (in the annual eatalo^me of 1843-4) from the act of in- 
corporation of the University as above leeiled, proceeds to say: "From 
these extracts it will be seen that the L'niversity is based on broad and 
liberal principles, both in respect to politics and religion, and that it 
recognizes the creed of no sect or party, — thus beinu modeled alter, and 
correspondin;/ to, the great civil and political institutions of our coun- 
try, and suited to the character of a free people. 

• *••••• 

**To give our youth an education that shall be American in its 
charaeter — to enable them to act as well as to /////?/•*, to c.rfcute as wi-li as 
to conceive * to 'tolerate all opinions when reason is left free to com- 

*The itafics in the above extracts are by Captain Partridge and Colo^d Ransom. 
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bat thm/ to make moral, patriotic^ efficient and tiseful citizens^ and 
to qualify them for all those high responsibilities resting upon a 
eitizen of this free republic — was the design of the founders of this 

College." 

It is believed that the character and policy of the T'niversity, as 
above outlined, \sas ever faithfully adhered to by each of the above 
broad-minded and liberal men. Tt would be difficult, indeed, to im- 
agine either Captain Partrid<;e or Colonel Ransom condescending to 
revoke the engagement of a Commencement orator selected and paid 
by their students, on account of the supposed heterodox opinions of 
such orator on topics of current discussion ; or to think of them a.i ej- 
gaged in horrmrliuj permanently from the libraries of Norwich Uni- 
versity, books dojiated by the students themselves, lest their minds 
should become infected by theological heresies thought to be contained 
in such books, as has repeatedly been done by the faculty of a neigh- 
boring institution even in recent years. 

The serviep that Norwich T"^!iiversity did for the eonntrv, in furnish- 
ing' a supply of trained and etmipetent otfiecrs for eomniandinir and 
drillinn; the armies which the loyal North sent into the field during the 
first years of the rebellion, can hardly he overestimated. The follow- 
ing number of j^radnates fiom Norwich University, with their rank in 
the service, is taken from the history of that institution, lately pub- 
lished, viz: — 



Major Generals 
Brigadier Generals 

Surgeon Generals 

Colonels with brevet rank of Brig- 



Araiv : 

6 Surgeons with rank of Major 
8 Assistant Sui^^eons with rank of 
I Captain 



7 

68 
as 



lO 



adier Generals 
Colonels 

Lieutenant Coloneb 
Majors 



Captains 
14 First Lieutenants 
35 Second Lieutenants 
34 NoD-commissioned officers and 
«4 enlisted men 



Admirals 
Rear*Admira1s 
Commodores 
Captains 



Total 
Navy: 

1 Chaplains 

2 Commanders 

6 Lieutenant Commanders 



467 



2 



I 



1 



Total 
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The above honorable list inelndes Qeorge Dewej, Admiral, TJ. S. 
Navy; and (natives of Norwieh) Ol A. Converse, Tear>adniiral, U. S.. 
Navy; G. P. CSolvocoreaseSy captain, TJ. S. Navy; Edward B. Williston 
and T. E. G. Ransom, brigadier«general% U. S. Army. 

In response to an urgent call for troops for the defense of "Wagh- 
ington, in the early summer of 1862, a company of cavalry was raised 
at Hanover, N. H., composed of students from Dartmouth College to 
the number of about forty, who were joined by twenty cadets from 
Norwieh University, by a few college graduates and friends of the 
students, and three or four from Bowdoin College to make up a full 
cavalry troop of eighty-two men. Mr. S. S. Bum of the Junior class 
of Dartmoiitli. who was the prime mover in the enterprise, was chosen 
captain and Theodore H. Kelloyrg of HilLsboro, 0., and Wm. H. Stevens 
of Woodstock, Vt., first and second lieutenants. This is said to have 
been the only instance of a military organization composed distinctively 
of coll^ students that served in the Union Army during the war. As 
there was no cavalry corps then forming in either Vermont or New 
Hampshire, the company offered their services to €K>vemor Sprague 
of Eliode Island, who was recruiting a squadron of mounted men, and 
were promptly accepted. 

An interesting little volume called The College Cavaliers, pub- 
lished by Mr. S. B. Pettengill, of (Jrafton, Yt., who was one of 
the Dartmouth students composing the company, shows that they did 
gallant service for the country dnrinii' the tliree months' campai^'n 
(the period of their enlistmentj in which they were enyaijed. The 
company left Hanover for Providence June 18th, wliere lliey were 
joined with another cf)mpany raised in that city to foi-m the seventh 
Sfjuadron of Rhode Island cavalry. Here they riceived their equip- 
ment and were drilled a few days by Major A. W. Corliss, who had 
been appointed to the command of tlie detacliment. Tlie squadron 
rea<'hed Washington June 30th, and remained near that place and 
Alexandria, Va., during most of July under constant drill. About the 
1st of August they were ordered to the Shenandoah Valley, and were 
attached to the infantry brigade of General Julius White of Indiana. 
In this vicinity they were engaged in active service for several weeks, 
doing picket duty, making reeoiuiuissances and purtsuing rebel raiders, 
until, early in September, on the advance of General Lee with the 
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whole Confederate Army into Maryland, they were abut up with ten 
thousand Union soldiers in Harper's Ferry, under the command of 
Col. D. H. MUes. With the other Union Cavalry to the niimher of 
about two thousand, belonging to Colonel Miles' division, the "College 
Cavaliers" escaped capture by resolutely cutting their way through 
the rebel lines then completely investing the place, on the night pre- 
ceding the surrender, September 15th. 

The term of service for which they had enlisted was now just ex- 
piring, but they generously volunteered to remain until after the battle 
of Antietam and the hasty retreat from Maryland of the rebel army 
had relieved the country from immediate alarm and anxiety. They 
were mustered out of service at Providence October 1, 1862, having 
done considerable skirmishing with the enemy, although not present in 
any important engagement, and having received the highest praise of 
their commanding officers for bravery and good conduct. None of 
their number fell in battle. Cadet A. W. Coombs, of Thetford, died 
of typhoid fever at Winchester, Ya., about the middle of August. Two 
others were captured by the enemy about the same time, were taken 
to Iiichmond, and after a hrirf stay in T.ibliv Prison were discharged 
in time to be nin.stered out with their comrades at Pro^^dence. "We 
append a list of tlic Norwich Cadets who served in this company, with 
name, rank, and residence : — 

Theodore H. Kellogg, First Lieutenant, llillsboro, 0. 
Tiilinghas, Adjutant. 
Bush, Sergeant Major 

ITcnry E. Alvord. First Sergeant, i n eciitiuld, Mass. 

(jieorye Ji. Bailey, Corporal, Woodstock, Vt, 
Douglas Lee, Corporal, Lenox, Mass. 

W. L. Burnap, Private, (J raft on, Vt. 

A. W. Coombs, Private, Thetford, Vt. 

W™ S. Dewey, i'rivate, Quechee. Vt. 

E. J. Everett, Private, Greenfield. Mass. 

C. W. Gregg, Private, Boston, Muiis. 

W"™ S. Goodwin. Private, Boston, Mass. 
, A. T. Hastings, I'l ivate, West IMedway, Mass. 

W. S. Ilazelton, Private, Strafford, Vt. 

Arthur Morey, Private, Norwich, Vt. 
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A. L. Papanti, PriTate» Boston, Mass. 

H. N. Phillips, Private, Greenfield, Mass. 

C. W. Smith, Private, Washing1»n, Vt. 

F. H. Waleott, Private, New York Mills, N. Y. 

£. P. Waloott, Private, Utica, New York. 



CHAPTER XIV 



POLITICAL PARTIES IN NORWICH 

The strength of the great political parties that have divided the 
suffrages of the country almost since the union of the States under the 
Constitution has usually been pretty evenly balanced in Norwich. 
Elections have been sharply contested, and party feeling has frequently 
run high. Up to the formation of the Bepublican party (1854 or 
1855) a majority of the voters in town generally ranged themselves 
with the political disciples of Jefferson and Jackson, though on several 
occasions, notably in the Harrison campign of 1840, their ascendancy 
was successfully contested by the Whigs. In the state election of 
1854, the Democrats lost the hold upon the town which they had main- 
tained with few interruptions for almost a quarter of a century. During 
the years that have succeeded, they have never, at any state or general 
election, succeeded in rallying a majority to the support of their candi- 
dates for office. 

Inasmuch as the history of a town, in the lar^^er forms of govern- 
mental action, unites and blends with that of the State and nation, we 
give a brief survey of the changes of political opinion in Norwich, as 

sliown by the votes of the freemen at sneeessive elections. 

DuririiT the presideTir-y of John Adams the old Federal and Republi- 
can pai-ties took tlieir detinite shape. At this time, and until the second 
term of JeilVi-son's administi-ation the political bias of the town was 
decidedly Federal. As presidential electors were chosen by the legis- 
lature until 182S. there was no popular vote for president in Vermont 
prior to the eieetion of that year. Isaac Tiehenor was the Federal can- 
didate for governor from 1797 to 1810, and the reeords show that he 
« received the support of the town for that office at nine out of the 
thirteen elections included in tliat period. In 180.J Jonathan Robin- 
son, the Kepublican nominee, led Tickenor by a large majority in Nor- 
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wich, but in the noxt two years fell slightly behind. In 1807 and 1808 
the Republicans were ajrain ahead, g:iving: Israel Smith a majority 
which he, however, lost again in 1809, in the town as he did also in the 
State, the embargo. Jefferson's pet measure for preventing war with 
Britain and Franco, proving very unpopular in New England. 

Israel Smith was the fiist governor elected by the Republicans after 
party lines were strictly drawn in N'ermont. In 1810, Kepublicau as- 
cendency was well established in both town and State, Jonas Galusha 
being chosen governor in that year and holding the executive chair con- 
tinuously till 1820; except the years 1813 and 1814, when Martin Chit- 
tenden, Federalist, defeated him in the legislature, there being no 
cboice by the people. Tbe Norwich Republicans^ however, with whom 
the war was popular, encouraged by Lieutenant Governor Brigham and 
other leading townsmen, kept tiieir ranks unbroken while the State 
reverted to Federalism. — ^The statement of the vote for governor in 
Norwich during these three years of war with England is as follows 

1812 Jonas Galusha, Republican, 182; Martin Chittenden, Federal- 
ist, 100; Scattering, 9. 

1813 Galusha, 165; Chittenden, 103; Scattering, 5. 

1814 Galusha, 165; Chittenden, 108; Scattering, 9. 

The steadfastness of the party vote on both sides at these deetions 
shows the earnestness of polities at this time and proves that every 
ballot was counted. By like majorities. Pierce Burton, Republican, 
was chosen representative to the general assembly in 1812 and 1813, 
and Doctor Israel Newton in 1814, over Reuben Hatch, Federalist. 
Pierce Burton first represented the town in 1802 and again in 1805, 
1809, 1810, and 1811 — thus marking the growing preference for the 
Jeffeisonian politics in the town. 

After the dose of the war, in 1815, there was a lull in party strife 
for ten or twelve years, resulting in the gradual disintegration of the 
old Federal and Republican parties and the bringing in of the so- 
callecl "era of good feeling" in politics (1820-1828). The volume of 
the popular vote which had reached an aggregate of over 35,000 in the 
State in 1814, but fell to 16,000 at the election of 1818 and to less than 
12,000 in 1826, attests that partisan politics were now at a very low 
ebb in Vermont, and notes the subsidence of that party rage whieh cul- 
minated during the last year of the war. 
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Durins this period of harmony the town was represented in the legis- 
lature by Don J. Brigham, second son of Goyemor Brigham (1815- 
1820), by Aaron Loveland (1820-1824), and by Thomas Emerson 
(1824-1828). At the September election of 1823, Judge Loveland re- 
ceived all the votes but one cast for town representative, the total 
vote for governor being only sixty-one at the same election. That year 
probably witnessed the low water mark of political excitement during 
the first half century of Yermont history. In 1827 and 1828 there was 
a memorable contest between Thomas Emerson and Judge Loveland 
for the legislature, resulting; in the ehoiee of Mr. Emerson by a small 
majority eaeh year — ^in 1828, by twenty-three votes out of a total of 
369, a much larger number than had been east at any previous elec- 
tion, and never exceeded afterwards except by a small exoess in the 
presidential elections of 1840 and 1844. 

A departure in national politics marked the accession of Andrew 
Jackson to the presidency in 1828, and in the years immediately fol- 
lowing the Whig and Democratic parties were evolved out of some- 
what diverse materials, and new nffliationa of the votint? masses took 
place. From 1880 to 18.15, Anti-Masonry continued to be a disturbing 
element in the political cauldron, Vermont electing an Anti-Mason 
(William A. Palmer) to the gubernatorial chair in the years 1831 to 
1835, and giving her solitary electoral vote to the Anti-Masonic can- 
didate for president in 1832, William Wirt of Maryland. Anti-Ma- 
sonry, however, never <?ained a firm foothold in Norwich. It reached 
the zenith of its popularity about the year 1833, when Palmer, Anti- 
Mason, received a plurality of five votes over Ezra Meeeh, Democrat, 
for governor. Even in that year. Captain Alden Partridfj:e was ehoseii 
representative by 131 votes to ninety-five for Jud^re Loveland and 
seven scattering, and was re-eleeted in 1834. 1837, and 1830, in the 
latter year defeatintj 'J'homas Hazen, Whi^', who had represented the 
town the year before after a close canvass against Doctor Ira Davis, 
Democrat. Captain Partridge was also the candidate of the Demo- 
cratic party for Congress in 1830, 1834, 183(5, and 1838, in the latter 
two years, when but two tickets were in the field, beating his Whig 
competitor. Honorable Horace Everett. 

As early as 1834 the Democratic i)halanx ai)pears well organized 
and drilled in Norwich, and during the next twenty years it marched 
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steadily on, with the prestige of almost iiniiiterrupled success. This 
period (1833-1854) may be fitly called the period of Deniocratic as- 
cendency in town. Of these twenty years the Democrats elocled the 
representative in fourteen, the Whius in but five, with no choice in one 
year. Of the five presidential elections occurring in the same time, the 
only decided success of the Whinrs was that of 1840, when the tidal 
wave that carried General Harrison to the highest office in the land, 
and revolutionized the political control of a dozen States, engulfed the 
Norwich Democi ats and ij;ave the Whig electors a majority of sixty-one 
in a total poll of 382 votes. At every election but one (1840) for a 
score of years, the Deniocrats of Norwich gave their candidate for Con- 
gress, and in every year but three (1840, 1847, and 1851) their State 
ticket, a majority of votes in town, — or a plurality after the advent of 
the Free Soil party. 

It must not be inferred, however, that the opposition to the De- 
mocracy was idle or indifferent in those years. Nearly every eleetion 
was contested with desperate energy. Often the result was almost a 
drawn battle, decided by a narrow margin of less than a dozen votes. 
In twelve out of twenty consecutive years, the successful candidate for 
town representative was chosen on a slender majority of from six to 
sixteen votes in an aggregate of 300 to 350 ballots cast. In 1842 
Doctor Ira Davis, Democrat, was elected by eleven majority and in 
the following year re-elected by the same number, on the third baUot. 
In 1845 and 1846 Doctor Converse, Whig, was successful, in the former 
year after six ballotings, and in the latter year by the fifth balloting, 
by six majority. In 1847 William Loveland, Whig, had eight majority 
on the seventh ballot, and in 1848 there was no choice after twelve 
ballotings. In 1851 Samuel Goddard, Whig, received eight majority on 
the fourth ballot, and in 1852 Lewis S. Partridge, Democrat, thirteen 
majority on the second ballot, and Mr. Partridge was reflected the 
next year by seven majority in a total poll of 343 votes. 

Meanwhile a new political organization based upon opposition to the 
extension of slavery was rapidly coming into notice. The anti -slavery 
sentiment early took firm root in Norwich. Beginning with the birth 
of the "Liberty Party*' in 1840, when one vote was cast by Deacon 
Sylvester Morris for James G. Bimey (who received but 319 in the 
State and some seven thousand in the whole country), the party gained 
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in numbers from year to year, and drew to itself some of the best ma- 
terial of both the old parties. As early as the year 1845 its voters easily 
held the balance of power between Whigs and Democrats — an advan- 
tage they were not slow to use to advance tiieir party interests. They 
polled thirty-nine votes that year for William R. Slaf ter» for governor, 
and three years later gave Morrill J. Walker ninety-five votes for 
town representative. Their support was courted by both the old par- 
ties, chiefly by putting in nomination men who sympathized with their 
distinctive opinions. By their help Doctor Shubael Converse, a Whig 
of anti-slavery proclivities, was sent to the legislature in 1845 and 1846. 
But in 18^-50 the State witnessed a general coalition of Free Soilers 
and Democrats, and Horatio Needham, Free Democrat, received a ma- 
jority of eighty-three in Norwich over Carlos Cooledge, Whig, who was 
made governor by the legislature, for want of an election by the pop- 
ular vote. 

The question of slavery extension had now become the absorbing 
question of the hour, in which all the old political differences were 
speedily sunk and forgotten. A general break-up of existing parties 
was at hand and a recombination of their elements into new forms. 

Before 1856 the Whig party had disappeared forever in Vermont, and 
in the presidential election of that year Norwich gave its suffrage 

in a proportion of more than two to one to the candidates of the young 
and vigorous Republican organization of the country. Such was the 
answer of the town and State to the imperious demand of the American 
Slavocracy, that slavery be made national and freedom sectionalr 
through inhuman Fugitive Sla\e T.aws, r^al of the time-honored 
Missouri Compromise, and Border-Kuffianism in Kansas. With the 
election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, this new party took the helm of 
administration and a new chapter was opened in the political history 
of the country, the record of whose pages is not yet complete. This 
record, familiar to the memory of livino: men and pregnant with events 
of mi.ulity import to the American j)eop]e and to the human race, it 
will be the task of the future historian to traee. 



Votes fob President — 1828 to 1900 

182S 



John Qnincy Adams, Nat, Republican 
Andrew Jackson, Democrat 



172 
35 
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1832 

William Wirt, Anti-Mas(^n 42 

Henry Clay, Nat. Republican 73 

Andrew Jackson, Democrat 43 

1836 

Martin VanBurvii, Democrat 137 

William H. Harrison, Whig 93 

1840 

William II. llariisoii, Whig 221 

Martin Van Buren. Democrat 160 

James G. Birney, Liberty 1 

1844 

Henry Clay, Whig 164 

James K. Polk, Democrat 163 

James G. Birney, Liberty 12 

1848 

Lewis Cass, Democrat 125 

• Zachary Taylor, Whig 112 

Charles Francis Adams, Free Soil 96 

1852 

Fnmldin Pierce, Democrat 129 

Winfield Scott, Whig 119 

John P. Hale, Free Soil 65 

1856 

John C. Fremont, Bepnblican 222 

James Buchanan, Democrat 109 

1860 

Abraham Lincoln, Republican 210 

John C. Breckenridge^ Democrat 92 

Stephen A. Douglass, Democrat 7 

1864 

Abraham Lincoln, Republican 216 

George B. McCleUan, Democrat 150 

1868 

Ulysses S. Grant, Republican 228 

Horatio Se^our, Democrat 109 
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1872 ^ 

Ulysses S. Grants Bepubliean 191 

Horace Greeley, Democrat 30 

Charles O'Connor, Democrat 32 

1876 

Batherford B. Hayes, Bepublican 194 

Samuel J. Tilden, Demoerat 157 

1880 

James A. Garfield, Bepublican 235 

Winfield S. Hancock, Demoerat 116 

Neal Dow, Probibition 1 

1884 

James G, Blaine, Bepublican 183 

Grover Cleveland, Democrat 116 

John P. St. John, Prohibition 15 

1892 

Benjamin Harrison, Bepublican 154 

Grover Cleveland, Democrat 75 

1896 

W^illiam McEinley, Republican 194 

William J. Bryan, Democrat 40 

1900 

William McKinley, Republican 162 

William J. Bryan, Democrat 60 
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POSTMASTERS AND POSTAL SERVICE 

It was fifteen years after the admission of Vermont into the Federal 
Union, and forty years after the settlement of the town, before Nor- 
wich had a postoffice. The first postofiiee was established at Norwich 
Plain, July 1, 1805^ and Jacob Burton was appointed postmaster. 
Postmaster Burton kept the office in his harness shop on the main street 
of the yillage, nearly opposite the present residence of Mrs. Wm. E. 
Lewis. Probably the duties of the office were not so t^^reat as to inter- 
fere much with the prosecution of his trade. It is doubtful if Mr. 
Burton bad more than two mails per week to distribute, and these 
were much smaller in bulk than either of the three daily mails now 
received at the villaire office. It is certain that less mail matter was 
then handled here in the course of a year than now in a week, althonirh 
the territory accommodated at the office and the population of the town 
itself were each considerably greater than at present. It is safe to 
say, moreover, that the people now living in Norwich rr ccive more let- 
tors and miscellaneous mail matter every year than did all the 150,000 
inhabitants of Vermont in the year 1805. The postoffice is essentially 
a modern institution, whose importance and value increases year by 
year with cheaper postaire and the general ditfusion of cheap printrd 
matter amon^ the people. 

At the timp nf tho admission of Vermont into the Union, in 1791, 
there \ver«' n>i1v five postotTiers in the State ( at Hi-attleboro. Windsor, 
and Xewhiiiy on the ( 'Diiiiect ieul i-iver. and at HeiHiiiiLrtoTi and Kut- 
Innd. on tb*' west side o\' the mouiitaiiis i , to nccoiiiinodate a popula- 
lion of So,0{K). In Ihese towns, then tlie chief centers of population 
and business, postoftices had been established several years before by 
State authority, and the number of Q^ites in the State was not ma- 
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teriaUy increased for some time after the postal service was turned 
over to the Federal gOTenunent. Meager as sueh mail facilities were, 
they were probably more liberal than were generally enjoyed by the 
people of the United States at that day. Tiulped, the number of post- 
offices in the whole country was but seventy-five in 1790, and tlie five 
appropriated to Vermont, ludicrously inadequate as it seems to-day, 
with aJniost 500 postoffices within our borders, was more than three 
times wliat the State would have been entitled to, if distributed to the 
country st?ic'tly on tlie basis of population. From an early period it 
is probable that Norwich people had received more or h>ss of their 
mail at Hanover, where a post office had been opened as early as 1793. 

Previous to 1792. the mails in Vermont, as well as throut;li the 
country, had been carried ehietly by i)ost riders on horseback. During: 
that year a new weekly mail stage was put on from Si)rinLrfield, Mass., 
to Hanover, N. H., via Brattleboro, Charlestowu, and Windsor. About 
1807 a tri-weekly mail sta^p was run up the Connecticut river from 
Boston to Haiiovei. alfordiny a mail every other day from the older 
parts of the country ; and a few years later this line ' riow via Concord, 
N. H.) was extended from Hanover to Montpelier on the new turn- 
pike through Norwich, Strafford, and Chelsea. This was the perma- 
nent mail route for many years. The mail sta^e left Hanover for 
Montpelier before light in the morning, stopping at all ofTices on the 
line for a change of mails. Col. Wm. E. Lewis, who acted as assistant 
in the postoffice at Norwich for a short time about 1830. thought that 
the mail pouches carried over this important mail route at that time 
were about equal in size to those whieh now bring the Norwich mail 
twice each day from the railroad station. 

A postoffice was opened at Union Village January 1, 1830. This 
office, while within the limits of the town of Thetford, most con- 
veniently supplies their mail to the inhabitants of the north i>art of 
Norwich. Morrill J. Walker waa the first postmaster — an office which 
he held continuously for twenty-six years. Shortly after the building 
of the Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivera Railroad through Norwich, 
in 1848» another postoffice was established near the mouth of the Pom- 
panoosuc, receiving its name from the river Pompanoosue or Ompom- 
panoosuc, an Indian word meaning '*the place of very white stones." 
Sere Benj. Freston was the first postmaster. 
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The following are the names of the postmaisters at the several post- 
offices in town, and the ternl of office of each : 

Joseph Burton appointed July 1, 1805 : George Riley appointed 
Nov. 9, 1814; Cyrus Partridge appointed Jan. 1, 1818; Jason Allen 
appointed Apr. 17, 1820; Cyrus Partridge appointed Nov. 22, 1821; 
Roswell Shurtleff served 1834-183f) : John Wright served 1837-1839; 
Baxter B. Newton served 18:39-1841; Ira Davis served 1841-1849; 
Harvey Burton served 1849-1853; John Wright served 1853 1855; 
Lewis S. Partridge served 1855-1857 ; Edward M. Lewis served 1857- 
1861; Franklin L. Olds served 1861-1885; Lewis S. Partridge served 
1885-1886; J. T. Morrison served 1886-1889; Edward W. Olds served 
1889-1804: L. K. Merrill served 1894 1897: F. W. Hawley served 1897- 
1902; Edward W. Olds served 1902— piesent time. 

Tt is not known where George liiley kept the utlice. Jason Allen 
kept office either in the house now occupied by Miss Sarah Tj aeey or 
ju.st across the street where the late Dr. S. II. Currier resided. At 
different times Allen lived in both these houses. Cyrns Partridt.re (both 
terms), Roswell Shurtlelf, John Wright (1st terra), and Baxter B. 
Newton had the office where Henry Tjary resides. 

At first, Ira Davis kejU the otliee m the south room of the brick 
building destroyed by fire December 29, 1889, just soulh of '"Union 
Hotel," and pail of the time in the small south annex to James Cur- 
rier's house. During Harvey Duitoa's term the office was kept in a 
small building that stood between the present residences of William 
Bicknell and Edward W. Olds. The buildinn' was subse(juenlly moved 
aeross the street and placed close to the north end of F. L. and E. W. 
Olds' store, where it yielded to the flames August 4, 1875. John 
Wright (2d term) kept the office in the north room of the brick build- 
ing (owned by himself) where Ira Davis previously kept the office^ 
Lewis Partridge (Ist term) and Edward M. Lewis kept the office in 
a smaU building that stood on the west side of the street, just north of 
Charles E. Ensworth's premises, and quite close to the street. The 
building was placed there by E. W. Mattoon and used by him for a 
tailor's shop. The building is now the home of Abel Hebard, just 
north of Ihe village. While Franklin L. Olds was postmaster, the 
offiee was kept in F. L. and £. W. Olds' store (where Hawley 's store 
is). Lewis S. Partridge (2d term) had the office in a building just 
north of Olds' store. During the terms of Morrison and Hawley, the 
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office was kept in what is now Hawley's store. Edward W. Olds (1st 
term) kept tke office in the north end of the brick building already 
mentioned, and later in his dwelling house. At present the office is in 
his store next south of the hotel. While L. K. Merrill was postmaster 
he kept the office in his store (now Merrill & Smith's store). 

At Union Village — (Office Established J.im ary 1. 1S30) 
Morrill J. Walker served 1830-1856; R. M. Gleason served 1856- 
1861; S. M. Gleasuu served 1861-1664; R. M. Gleason served 1864- 
1874; Anson West served 1874-1877; J. K. Blaisdeli served 1877-1896; 
H. E. French served 1896-present time. 

At Pompanoosuc — (Office Established 1849) 
Benjamin Preston served 1849-1851 ; W. W. Reynolds served 1851- 
1854 ; Benjamin Preston serv^ed 1854-1857 ; B. G. Reynolds served 1857- 
1859; Isaac Fierce served 1859-1862; H. P. Reynolds served 1862- 
1868; J. M. Flint served 1868-1876; Hersey E. Kendall served 1876- 
1902 ; Cora L. Kendall served 1902-present time. 

The office at West Norwich ('*Beaver Meadow," of old) was estab- 
lished April 18, 1890, with Chauneey Smith, the present incumbent, 
as postmaster. 

At Lewiston the oflRee was established December 26, 1898, with 
George F. Kibling, postmaster, which position he has held continuously 

to date (1905). 

The salary of the postma.ster at the Norwich office, in 1823, was 
$125.55. Only ten offices in the State paid a higher salary at that 
time. 

From the infoi'niation at hand, it appeal's that the first post route 
throuuh Norwich was established in 17!h), ))>' virtue ol' an aet of the 
legislature ^hen in session at Windsoi ) authorizintr the laying out 
of a post road from the Ma.ssaehnsetts line to Newbury. Hon. Paul 
Brighani of Norwich, Lewis R. Moi-ris of Springfield, and Oliver (Jal- 
lup of Hartiand were a committee to lay the route thiough Windsor 
county. 

In the Vermoid leuister for 1797 appeals a li.st of several post 
routes already established in the State, designated by numbers. "No. 
6*' extended from Windsor to St. Johnsbury. The names oi the sev- 
eral towns along the route are given, with the distances between them 
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and the names oi the posr riders. From Hartford to Norwich the dis- 
tance jjfiven is two miles (probably from Hartford postoffice to Nor- 
wich south line), and Bnntoii as post rider j from Norwich to Thetford, 
eleven miles, and Childs, post rider. 

We regret that we are not able to give a more complete account of 
the early post routes through the town and of the i>ost riders, and also 
to tell something of the stage drivers and their coaches, the ai-rival and 
departure of which was such an event in our little community. 
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GROWTH AND DECLINE OF POPULATION 

The population of Xorwich has been steadily declining for more than 
seventy years, having rea<'hed its niaxinium in 1880. when it num- 
bered 2.316 souls. By the census of 1900 it was 1,303, a loss of over 
one thousand since 1830. The end of the present decade will doubt- 
less show a further shrinkage in the number of inhabitants. The 
following table records the population of Norwich by successive enu- 
merations : 



1771 (New York census, forty families) 




206 


1779* (120 families, 


estimated) 




600 


1791 (U. S. census) 


1,158 1850 (U. S. census) 


1,978 


1800 " 


1,486 1860 


«( 


1,759 


1810 


1,812 1870 


<( 


1.639 


1820 


1,985 1880 


<< 


1,471 


1830 " 


2,316 1890 


(( 


1,304 


1840 ** 


2,218 1900 


<( 


1,303 



"Where this decline in population is to end it would be useless to 
speculate. It is a phenomenon that arrests the attention of the most 
casual observer all through the country districts of New England. It 
is, perhaps, nowhere more notieeahle than in some of tiie purely agri- 
cultural towns of Windham and Windsor counties. In illustration of 
this constant tendency to depopulation of the farming towns, we have 
compiled from the several censuses (1790-1880) the following table, 
showinff the growth and decline of population in ten representative 
towns in this section of the state : — 

<»Ta]cen by a political committee. 
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1 1790 


1800 


i iSio 


' 1820 


1830 


1840 


1850 


i860 


1870 


i83o 


Barnard 


673 


!i,236 


1,648 


1,691 


1,881 


1,774 


1,647 


1,487 


1,208 


1,191 


Strafford 


843 


1,642 


r,805 


1,921 


1,935 


1,761 


1.540 


1,506 




1,181 


Hartland 


1,652 


1,960 


^.352 


2.553 


2,503 


2,3-41 


2.063 


1,748 


1,710 


1,604 


Norwich 


1,158 


1,486 


1,812 


1,985 


2,3tf' 




1 ,97^ 


',759 


1,639 


i,47» 


Pomfret 


710 


1,106 


ii433 


'.^35 


1,867 


1,774 


1,546 


',376 


1,251 


',139 


Reading 


747 


1,120 




1 ,603 


1,409 


>,363 


1,171 


','59 


1,012 


953 


Weathersfietd 


1,146 


',924 


2, 1 I s 


-,30' 




2,002 


1,851 


',765 


','557 


',354 


Westminster 


1,601 


1,942 


1,925 


',974 


',737 


1,546 


1,721 


1,300 


1,238 


I 377 


Dummeniton 


i,SO' 


1,692 


1,704 


1,058 


1.592 


1,263 


1,645 


1,02 1 




816 


Guilford 


a,43« 


2,as6 


1,87a 


1,862 


1,760 




i.3«9 


1,291 


i.»77 


1,096 



16,364 I2,i8a 



It appears from these footirii^'s that the above named towns in 1880 
coiilaiiied about seventy-five per cent of the number of people they 
did eijuhty years earlier (in 1800) and less than sixty per cent of \he 
population tlie same towns had at the time of greatest population, two 
or three decades later (1820-1830). 

A thoughtful man might find a sort of melancholy interest in a ride 
thron<?h one of these depleted townships and a census of its deserted 
homesteads and its scores of abandoned farms. He would lin^^er for a 
moment around the old cellar holes wlierc a few scrubby lilacs and 
stunted rose bushes still survive and bloom m their season and where 
perchance an old chimney still stand.s intact in naked f?hastliness, 
with the hearthstone and doorstone still in place, around which chil- 
dren played and the annual family gathering at Thanksgiving was 
assembled balf a century ago. Not infrequently some emigrant to the 
West or elsewh^e retoim in his old age to Vermont, to revisit the home 
of his childhood and the scenes of early life as he recalls them fifty 
years back, to look upon such a picture. Sneh. a person — ^if he has a 
touch of sentiment in him — ^wiU seek out the oldest inhabitant of the 
loealily, and then the two will quietly sit down together, and sadly 

"talk ot the old familiar faces. 
How some they have died and some they have left us; 
• « • « all are departed — 
AH, an are gone, the old familiar facM." 

At the first enumeration of the inhabitants of eastern Vermont, as 
made by the authority of New York in 1771, Norwich was found to be 
the most populous of all the towns of Windsor County, having forty 
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families and 206 inhabitants.* Windsor followed witli 20^, and Hart- 
ford was third with 190. The aL^urci^ate population of the county (ten 
towns reported) was then but 1,205, mostly coiiliiied to the first and 
second tiers of towns west of the Conneetient l iver. Twenty years 
later, in 1791, Ilartland led alt the towns of tiie county with 1,652 in- 
habitants. Woodstoek and Windsor coniinir next with 1.605 and 1,542 
resi)e('tive!y. Exceptional causes made the little town of (ruilford 
(now nuniberingr scarcely more than one Ihousand inhabitants), till 
after the year 1800, the most jx^Mihais town in the state. In Norwich, 
the jrreat falling; off in the size of funiilits in recent years is seen in 
the fact, that in the year 1800, the numbt^i* of children of school a^e was 
out of a total population of 1.486, while in 1880 with a nearly 
e(jual population (1,471) it was but 'VJO* 

In the rpuioval of larsre nninbiMs of the native-born iidiabitants by 
emifjraliun, wo nnist tind the prin('i]);il cause of tlic dt'cline of our rural 
population. Pre-eminently is this true of Norwich. The outflow of 
people bej:au very early, and now for more than a century there has 
been one unbroken, living stream of emigration pouring over our bor- 
ders. Several families that had first located here became, before the 
close of the Revolutionary War, the pioneer settlers of Royalton, Tun- 
bridge, and Randolph. Some of the captives taken at the burning of 
Royalton in 1780, among them Mr. Eliaa Curtis, had previously been 
residents in Norwich. The families of Seaver, Hutchinson, Parkliurst, 
Oushman, and Morgan, whose names often a{>pear on the early records 
of the towns just mentioned, were either derived from or closely 
connected with Norwich families of the same name. The original pro- 
prietors 0^ the town of Randolph mostly belonged in Hanover and 
Norwich, and their meetings were held here for several years. Abel 
Curtis was clerk for the Randolph proprietors in 1778. Other Nor- 
wich proprietors were John Slafter, Elisha Burton, Simeon Curtis, an4 
William Lewis. In the year 1793, Captain Aaron Storrs, also a pro- 



*The New York Schedules show the following classification of the townspeople by age 

and sex at this census: — 

Heads of families (males) 401 Females over sixteen 48 

Males above sixteen and under sixty 66 Females under sixteen 39 

Males under sixteen 53 — 

Total females 87 

Total males iig Ovei si.vuen (both sexes) 114 

Unmarried males over sixteen 36 Under sixteen (both sexes) 9a 
Unmarried females over sixteen 8 
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prietor, sold his homestead near the west end of the bridf?e between 
Norwich and Hanover, to Doctor Josepli Lewis, to lead a colony of 
settlers to Randolph, Mr. A. A. Storrs, at the time of present writing? 
repn scutativo-phx't to tho Icijislature from that town, is a jrrandson of 
Ca|)t;iin Aaron Stons,* A little later the towns of Brookfield, 
Orange, Vcrshirc, and Washini^on, in Ornntre Connty, received 
important accessions t(» their infant settiemenls from Xoiwich. 
The town ot Washiiiuloii was chartered to Major Elislia Hmtoii of 
Norwich and others, hy the lesislatnre of Vermont. Aiijiist S. 17S1 — 
Jacob Biirloti w?is the liisl clerk of that town. I'roiifirient eiti/cns of 
Norwich wviv also iiiaiiteeM of ()iaM<;e and Vershire, both cliartercd 
t he same year, and interested themselves actively in promotiuj; their 
settlement. 

Abont tlic Ix'Liiniiiirj of the present centiifv. \]\('vv was a lacL-c ini- 
<rration from -Wjivvieli info the then newly oi^fanized coun1i(s of tlie 
northern part of the .stale. Several yoiiu^ men of marked al»ility at 
that time left their native town to become prominent and honored 
citizens of the newer townships of Washington, Orleans, and Kssex 
counties. Sylvanus and Daniel Baldwin, while ijuite yonn»; men, 
went to M()nti)elier tiieii just beiuj^ established as the permanent capi- 
tal of Vermont. There the former bnilt the first statt^ house, and in 
1810 the first cotton factory in this part of the country, while the latter 
became a leading merchant, and some time later founded the Vermont 
Mutual Fire Insurance Co. — was for many years its president, and the 
influential promoter of many other public enterprises, wherein he waB 
ably seconded by Joseph Howes, another Norwich boy who followed 
the Baldwins to Montpelier in 1808. In 1804 Dan Carpenter, having 
studied law with Ebenezar Brown, Esq., and been admitted to the 
Windsor County bar, established himself in the new town of Water- 
bury, where he at once became a leading citizen and spent a long and 
useful life, filling many positions of honor and trust in the town and 
county. His brother, Luther Carpenter, had settled three or four years 
earlier in the town of Orange^ with whose public affairs and interests 
he was closely identified for nearly fifty years, dying in 1861 at the 
age of eighty-three, having represented the town in the legislature four- 

*About the year 1789, Captain A.sa Story and Chrbtophur Iluiilinglon tsmigrated to 
Randolph from Norwich with their families. 
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teen years, served as justice of the peace thirty-five years, as member 
of constitutional conventirms, coimeil of censors, and lioldin*; otlier 
important trusts. — in all, or nearly all, of which he was succeeded by 
his son, Carlos Carpenter, now a resident of Barre, at the ripe a^e 
of eiprhty. Besides the offices already mentioned, each of the above 
named ^'cntlemen, W'ith the sinjjle exception of Sylvanus Baldwin, held 
for several years the position of judge of tiie county court, and each 
of them, with the same exception, took for himself a wife from the 
vicinity of the old home, when ready to start out in life for himself. 
Luther Carpentei- married Sarah Waterman of Norwich in 1803; 
Dan Carpenter married Bets(»y, daunhter of Elisha Partridge, in 1805; 
young Howes married Patty, daughter of Abel Wilder, in 1808; and 
• Daniel Baldwin marrietl llmily Wheelock, a grand-daughter of the first 
president (ff Dartmouth College. 

In 1801, William Baxter, son of Elihn Baxter of Norwich, and law 
student from the office of Honorable Daniel Buck, settled in the town 
of Browniujzton, Orleans county. Beginning married life the same 
year, with Lydia Ashley, a sister of Mrs. Daniel Buck, ;uid with 
scarcely a dollar in his pocket, he soon became a leadiuL' lawyer and 
one of the wealthiest men in that section of the state. He secured the 
location of the Orleans County Grammar School at Brown ington, and 
erected for it a new academy building at his own expense in 1824. 
Mr. Baxter died in 1826, at the age of forty-nine, leaving to his son, 
Honorable Portus Baxter of Derby, a muniflcent estate, and the better 
inheritanee of a high reputation for integrity, business capacity, and 
public spirit, wMeh never suffered in the keeping of tbe son. 

Two years after the settlement of Wm. Baxter at Brownington, Capt. 
Benjamin Burton, after a reudence of about twenty years in Norwich, 
removed with a large family of grown-up children to the town of Iras- 
burg in the same county. With him went his brother, Jacob Burton, 
and quite a colony of Norwich families, who became pioneer settlers 
in the western part of Irasburg, which soon after took the name of 
Burton Hill, which it still keeps. One of the young men of this colony 
was Peter Thatcher, Jr., a great wit and comical genius, but more re- 
markable for his height, which was six feet, four inches. Captain 
Burton was a much respected citizen of his adopted town, where he 
lived to the advanced age of ninety-two, and his wife to the age of 
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ninety-four years. Mrs. Burton's maiden name was Hannah Gris- 
wold and her home was in Stonington, Conn. Maj. Oliver Griswold 
Btirton and GoL Henry S. Burton, both of the United States Army, 
were son and grandson respectively of th^ parents. 

Four years before Captain Burton went to Irasburg, in 1799, Dea. 
David Hibbard, who had come to Norwich from Coventry, Conn., to 
settle in 1782 or *83, removed to Concord in Essex county, with a 
large family of boys and girls. The first work of Deacon Hibbard 
was to establish a church at Concord^ and to this church he ministered 
regularly, though a layman, until the settlement over it of Rev. Samuel 
Qoddard in 1809. He was town clerk six years, and four years a 
member of the legislature from Concord. His son, David Hibbard, 
Jr., a self-made man and a lawyer practiced his profession in Concord 
for thirty years, holding the ofKces of judge of the county court, state's 
attorney, high sheriff, and town representative, and dying in 1852. 
Another son, Dyer Hibbard, was also judge and sheriff of the county, 
as well as representative four years. David Hibbard, 3rd, eldest son 
of David, Jr., represented Concord in the legislatures of 1838, '39, '40, 
'43, '44, *58, and '59, and was member of the council of censors in 
1856. Asa Hibbard, another descendant, was assist, judge in 1857 and 
'58. The second son of David Hibbard, Jr., was Hon. Harry Hibbard 
of Bath, N. H., late a leading la\vyer of the New Hampshire Bar, pre- 
siding officer of both branches of the state legislature, and six years 
(1849-1855) a member of Congress from the third district of New 
Hampshire. Harry Hibbard was bom at Concord, Vt., June 1, 1816, 
and died at I^atli, N. H., in 1872. He graduated at Dartmouth College 
in the class of 1835. 

Hon. Daniel Buck left Norwich in 1809, removing to Chelsea, where 
he died in 1816. At the close of the war with Great Britain, his son, 
Daniel Azro Ashley Buck, resigned his commission in the regular 
army and commenced the practice of law at Chelsea. Between ]816 
and 1836, he roprosonted that town fourteen years in the state legisla- 
ture, dtirin!]: six of which he served as Speaker of the House. He was 
also a member of Congress foui- years previous \o 

In the Vermont legislature of 1820 and the years iniinediatuly suc- 
ceeding, there was gatheretl <niile a brilliant <:alaxy of talent native 
born in Norwich. At the opening of the session of that year, Lieut. 
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Gov. Paul Hriuham. full of ycai-s and honors, tinally retired from that 
office and t'roni tlic presidency ol' the Coiincil which he had held for 
twenty-two yeais. In the Speaker's chair of the assembly sat the 
younjj:er Buck, where his honored father had preceded him a generation 
earlier, executinjjj the duties of the place with a promptness, ease and 
dignity which has perhaps never been excelled. Before him in their 
respective seats sat the two Carpenters, Luther of Orange and Dan of 
Waterbury, both veteran legislators^ whose united years of service in 
that body covered a quarter of a century. There also was the sagacious 
Baxter from Brownington and one of the public-spirited and versatile 
Hibbards from Concord ; while to represent the mother town was the 
erratic but gifted and scholarly Aaron Loveland. These men had all 
grown up as boys and playmates together in old Norwich twenty-five 
years before. They were a representation of which any town might 
justly be proud, and which few if any towns in the State have been 
able to match, I fancy, before or since. Any one of them, if called 
temporarily to the Speaker's chair, could have acquitted himself with 
credit, and the judiciary conmiittee of the House might almost have 
been made up worthily from the sons of Norwich alone. 

While the town was thus giving of its best blood to fill up the vacant 
places of our own State, the great tide of emigration to the West had 
already set in, which has known no ebb to this day. In the first year 
of the nineteenth century, Col. Jasper Murdock, having married Mar- 
tha, daughter of Rev. Lyman Potter, persuaded his father-in-law to 
remove with him to Ohio, then the Northwest Territory, where he 
was interested in extensive land speculations. Two sons of Mr. Potter, 
both liberally educated at Dartmouth College during the period of 
their father's ministry in town, accompanied the family in their long 
and tiresome journey to the Western Reserve, at that time the very out- 
post of settlement and civilization. Of these sons, one beeaTiio a farmer 
in Trumbull county, the other studied law and settled in New Lisbon, 
the county seat of Columbiana county. Both afterwards served in 
the legislature of the new state of Ohio. Colonel Murdock died of 
malarial fever at Steubenvilh in 1808. at the age of forty-three. He 
was a man of superior natural abilities that ciualitied him for either 
business or intellectual pursuits. He had popular manners, a hand- 
some face and figure, an excellent education, with a spirit of enterprise 
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and an ainbitiou which, in the wider field of actiou upon wliich he had 
just eiitereth woiihl have earri* d him, if his life had boon spai-ed. inlo 
high public stations in his adopted state, and perhaps into the national 
Congress. 

Representatives of other -Norwich faiuilics s()n<;ht new homes in the 
far West about this time. Alexander Bush, son of Capt. Timothy Busli 
and a graduate of Dartmouth in 18(>(), was. two years later, as far 
west as Frarik'lintown, now Cohuiibus, in central Oliio. where he died 
tlie siime year. Jiiit previous to about the year 1820, t)io buli\ of eini- 
gjation fi'Din Norwich went to central, northern, and vve.stern New* 
York, and occasionally to Pennsylvania and to Maine. As early as 
1812, however, 'rhomas and .Joseph Kniei-son had a flourishing^ mer- 
cantile business at Detroit, which was maintained for a considerable 
time. 

The evidences of depo])nhit ion and disappearance of housesi in Xor- 
wich seems to be esi)ecially marked al Beaver Meadow, and alony: the 
"tnrripike, " which thorouj^hfare can lay claim to less than one-half the 
dweliinus that were there sixty years airo (so .says one who resided 
there at that time), and the percentajie of loss in population i.s prob- 
ably *ireater than the percentage of loss of houses. 

Table showing the comparative growth in population and wealth of 
Norwich and two adjacent towns on Connecticut River since settle- 
ment : 

I. Population (1771 — 1880) 





1771 


1/9' 


iSooi tSio 


1820 


1830 


1840 


1850; i860 


1870 


1880 




Thetford 




862 


1,47811,785 


•,9'5 




2,065 


2,oi6|i,6i I 


1,613 


i>529 




NORWICHI 


203 


1 158 


t,486ji,8i2 




2,3'^ 


2,3l8 


1.978 1,759 


•^639 


1.471 


3,000 


Hartford 


190 


9vS8 


[,49411,881 
1 


2,010 


2,044 


2,194 


2,159^2,396 


2,480 


2,954 





2. Grand List {1830—1886) 





1830 


1840 


1850 


18O0 


1870 


1880 


1886 




Thelford 

NORWICH 

Hartford 


$13,986 

15^933 
'7,435 


Si4,68i 
18,590 
20,700 


5.3^^2 
7,' 56 


< 6.^44 

5^579 
8,101 


* 5'573 

5'075 
9,240 


S 4i437 
4.432 
10,956 


$ 6,098 
7.286 
20,847 
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It is interest! ner to note fioin the above figures, that these three 
towns, Norwich, Thetford, and Hartford, so similar iu their situation, 
area, and natural resources, kept nearly abreast of each other for three 
quarters of a century, in material development and prosperity. Even 
the superior water-power of Hartiord did not avail, until after the 
advent of railroads, to carry that town very considerably in advance of 
her sister townships. Since that period, however, the g'rowth of Hart- 
ford has been steady and rapid naiil its population lacks less than lilly 
of being greater than that of the other towns combined, while the ap- 
praisal of its property stands to the united value of both the others in 
the ratio of 3 to 2. 

Noinvicii Surnames of Families 



(Numerous in town before the year i8oo and siace become extinct) 



Ashley 


Bush 


Hovey 


Silver 


Baldwin 


Carpenter 


Howes 


SI after 


Baker 


Carrier 


Hunt 


Smalley 


Ball 


Coit 


Huntington 


Smith (f) 


Barrett 


Crary 


Jaquith 


Stoddard 


Baxter 


Curtis 


Miner 


Story 


Benton 


Emerson 


^longan 


Thatcher 


Bissell 


Fellows 


Morse 


Vinson 


Bly 


Freeman 


Mosely 


West 


Braueh 


Gates 


Murdock 


White 


Braughttm 


. Geer 


Newton 


"Wilder 


Brayman 


Grow 


Oloott 


Woodward 


Brewstw 


Gould 


Percival 


Wriprht 


BrowMOn 


TTammond 


Pike 


Yeomaus, 


Buck 


I lay ward 


Potter 


Tolland, 


BuTBap 


Hedges 


Richards 




Burt 


Hibbard 


Roberts 




Borwash 


HopflQB 


Seaver 




(Surnames 


of families of the same period still surviving in town) 


Armstrong 


Con]- 


Lord 


Rogers 


Bartlett 


Cushman 


Loveland 




Boardraan 


Hatch 


Lyman 


Spear 


Brigham 


Hazen 


Messenger 


Stimson 


Brown 


Hutchinson 


Nye 


Turner 


Burton 


Johnson 


Partridge 


Waterman 


Cloud 


Lewis 


PsttreU 
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LOCAL NAMES 

Of tlie little settlements in the township of Norwich which seem to be 
existing in the sunset of their former glory, may be mentioned Beaver 
; 1 \v, or West Norwich. This place presents a notable instance of 
that decline in population and decay of business interests in a rural 
community, of which Vermont affords many examples since the advent 
of railroads and the fever of western emigration set in. 

Per more than thirty years population, wealth, and enterprise have 
been drifting' away from that section of the town. Probably the set- 
tlement reached the height of its prosperity previous to 1840. During 
the decade that preceded this date two churches were built here, a 
Baptist church in 1835, and Methodist church about two years later. 
Regular meetings were held, and full congregations gathered from the 
imrnediate neighborhood. Large families of children filled the schools, 
to the nuiiiber of sixty pupils of n winter, sometimes. The village had 
for Tiumy years its well-stoeked *'<<iiiitry store, and a variety of me- 
ehanics' shops. Intelligent and thrifty farmers cultivated the produc- 
tive farms. 

Before 1850 the exodus eonimenced. The [baptist society had its' 
last settled minister in 18H9, and n few years later, the church having 
become nearly extinet, the meeting house was taken down, and the 
lumbei- used to build a pai-somiL'e for the Baptist church in Sharon 
village. Four yeai*s earlier the Methodists had their last regular ap- 
pointment from the Conference, though regular preachers were had 
some i>()rtioii of the time much later. Many farms tilled forty years 
a;jo are wholly abauduned as homesteads, and others are in process of 
abauUonment. 

It is impossible to repress a feeling of sadness when one views these 
desolate and dismantled homes, once the scene of active and prosperous 
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life. What is to be the future of these desolate places! Will the tide 
of population sometime flow back and fill these wastes, repeople these 
hillsides, or will the forests grow up over the hearthstones placed by the 
forefathers of an earlier generation! 

Pompanoosuc, or, in full, Ompompanoosue, is situated about six 
miles northeasterly from Norwieh village. It has a postoffiee and a 
creamery, and within its limits is the little hamlet of Pattersonviile, 
where L. S. Patterson has a wood working establishment, which is 
quite an industry — turning out a large product annually. Mr. Pat- 
terson also keeps a general countiy store. Some of the best farms in 
town are within this territory, and are managed by thrifty and enter- 
prising proprietors. 

There are indications that previous to the settlement of the country 
the mouth of Ompompanoosuc River had been a frequent resort of 
Indians (probably of the St. Francis tribe) for the purpose of fishing 
— doubtless to spear salmon at night by torchlight, on the sand bar 
there, — a practice they were very expert in, and which was perpet- 
uated by the white settlers of the vicinity, at the same locality, as 
long: as salmon continued to ascend the Connecticut River. Indian 
relics are still occasionally found in the neighborhood. When the 
Passumpsic railroad was being built through town, several interesting 
finds," we are informed, including Indian arrow heads, ornaments, 
etc., were dug up by the removal of the surface soil near the railroad 
station at Pompanoosnc. 

New Boston, a small area of territory in the northwestern part of 
Norwich, received its name as early as 1784 — so used in a road survey 
of that date. 
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INDUSTRIES 

Although the products of the industries in Norwich have not been 
of great magnitude tliey have been quite varied in character. Such 
information in regard to these callings as we have been able to obtain 
we will preflent to our readers, though not in strict chronological 
order. 

Among the earliest establishments coming under tiiis head was a 
grist mill established as early as 1770, by Hatch and Babcock on Blood 
Brooby on or near the site of the grist mill now operated by J. £. 
Willard, a short distance up the stream from where it empties into the 
Connecticut River. As has been stated in a previous chapter, it was 
voted at a proprietors' meeting held September 17, 1770, to give to 
Joseph Hatch and Oliver Babcock the tenth river lot on condition 
they execute a deed * * * * for upholding a grist mill where 
said gristmill now stands. 

Since the ownership by Hatch and Babcock this property has been in 
the possession among others of Aaron Storrs, who sold it in 1793 to Doc- 
tor Joseph Lewis; Horace Esterbrook, who sold it to J. J. Morse; the 
latter to G. W. Sibling; Kibling to Grandall and Burbank; they to 
Doctor Rand of Hartford, Vt., and from the latter 's estate, J. £. Wil- 
lard, the present proprietor, bought it. During Mr. Kibling 's owner- 
ship of the property he had a department for making doors, window 
sashes, etc., in addition to a grist mill. 

In 1766, Jacob Burton built a saw mill on the north bank of Blood 
Brook, a little further down the stream than Messenger and Hazen^s 
late tannery (what is uow R. E. Cook^s mill). The great freshet of 
September, 1869, carried the mill away. At that time it was owned 
b^ George Burton, a ^eat gran<^son of the original proprietor, and 
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up to the time of his decease the property had been continuously in 

possession of that family. 

About 1770, Elisha Burton built a trrist mill alon«r Blood Brook — -a 
little distance west of Norwich village. The mill is now standiiiir on 
its orifrinal site, and had been oeeupied by Joseph Amsii. [i, Levi Rich- 
ards, and, perhaps, others, previous to its ownership by the late Allen 
W, Knapp, who used it for the purpose for which it was originally 
built. 

About the time the above mentioned mill was bnilt, a saw tnill and 
a grist mill aie supposed to have been erected alontr ()mp<)m])aiioosuc 
River, in the territory now known as " Pattersonville" (formerly 
"Gleason's Flats"). We are informed that the present dam at Pat- 
terson's mill occupies the site of the one built to operate the first mills. 
Mention of the ^'rant of land for "upbuilding" these mills may be 
found in another chapter in this book. 

Johnson Safford and Jacob Burton had a fulling and cloth dressing 
mill along Blood Brook, in the southwestern part of the village, and 
operated it until 1836, when they sold the property to Sylvester Morris, 
who converted it into a tannery. In 1853 Morris sold the property 
to Asa Blanehard, and he to Wardsworth and Feleh in 1856. Wards- 
worth bought out Feleh and sold the property to Messenger and Hazen 
in 1869, from whom it passed to R. E. Cook, the present owner, who 
changed it into a grist mill. 

Ira Baxter, son of Elihu Baxter, had a tannery north of Norwich 
village and a short diftance south of his dwelling house, on property 
now owned by Messenger and Hazen. The tannery stood on land, 
now overgrown with alders, on the easterly side of the highway and a 
short distance south of the road leading to the site of the old "Center'* 
meeting house. 

About 1836, Charles P. Hatch had a tannery on the north bank of 
Blood Brook, a little below Knapp 's mill. Azro Johnson succeeded 
Hatch and made winnowing mills there. Deacon Sylvester Morris pur- 
chased the building and fixtures, some of which he removed to his tan- 
nery lower down the brook. 

A number of years later, Charles M. Baxter made and repaired 
furniture in a shop that stood near the south bank of Blood Brook and 
on the opposite 9ide of the highway from th« pl4 Morris tpmery, wlier^ 
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he was iu business for some years, until his shop was destroyed by fire. 
After wards, Mr. Baxter removed to Woodstock, Vt. ; thence to Lebanon, 
N. H., w here he was successfully engaged in raanufaetnres for several 
years previous to going to Redlauds, CaL, his present residence, where 
he is interested in orange culture. Mr. Baxter was with us "Old 
Home Day," August 16, 1901, and gave material aid towards the ob- 
servance of that occasion. 

About 1830, Pierce Burton manufactured potash where Nelson 
Sayers lives — just west of the village cemetery — and in 1817, Water- 
man Euswortb, father of the present Charles R Ensworth had a like 
bufliiiefls where Mrs. Mary Burton's bam stands. The little stream 
that flows along the northerly base of the cemetery and on by Sayers' 
garden was known as "Potash Brook." For these facts and for much 
other aid in compiling this volume, we are indebted to our fellow 
townsman, C. E. Ensworth, Esq., our walking en<orclopedia. 

In the early part of the past century Deacon Eleazer T. Raymond 
made trunks and harnesses in a shop that stood in what is now Mrs. 
Ruby W. Lewis' garden, where, so we have been told, he made the 
leather hats worn by the cadets attending the military school here in 
its early years. The shop was subsequently removed to its present site, 
where it is the house of Mr, A. B. Nye on Church street. 

Deacon Raymond removed to Fremont, Ohio, where he died. 

Erastus Leavitt was a harness maker, and his shop was located 
near where F. W. Hawley's woodshed stands. As Leavitt was a voter 
in Norwich in 1790, it may be fair to presume that he pursued his 
trade here at that early date. It is understood that he went to South 
Carolina and died there. But the old sign that announced his vocation 
here in Norwich remained in town and showed itself — saddled and 
bridled — attached to the front of a building in our village during the 
late Civil War. It is feared that Leavitt was not a^ mindful of the 
conduct becoming a church member and a moral citizen as he should 
have been, for we learn from early church records that he was re- 
ported to the church for discipline because of "drunkenness and pro- 
fanity. ' ' 

In 1805, Jacob Burton, then the first postmaster in Norwich, kept^ 
the office in his harness shop located about opposite the present home 
of Mrs. William E. Lewis. 
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The first blaekainith in town of whom we have any knowledge, was 
Elishn Emerson, who came here from Westfield, Mass., in 1792, fol- 
lowed, three years later, by his two brothers, Joseph and Thomas. 
Mr. Emerson built a brick i^op in what is now the north dooryard of 
Ed. W. Olds' resid^ce, and there pursued his calling for many years, 
making axes as well as doing ordinary blacksmithing. 

Mr. Emerson was succeeded in blacksmithing by Samuel Currier, 
who carried on the business for several years in the shop where the 
former had worked. In 1835, James S. Currier (also a blacksmith and 
brother of Samuel) moved to town and built a shop just north of and 
adjoining his brother's shop. After the latter moved onto a farm a 
little north of Norwich village, James S. took his brother's shop, and 
worked at his trade there until he retired from business many years 
afterwards. Several years later the old Emerson shop was taken 
down, and thus disappeared one of the town's early landmarks. 

Joseph Emerson built the house where Henry Larj-^ lives. There he 
manufactured wool hats for a number of years. Subsequently he had 
a shop 0)1 wliat is now known as Elm Street, where he was succeeded 
in business by one Cottle George, whom we have already mentioned. 
The building is now the residence of Mrs. Emma Hatch. Mr. Emerson 
built for his residence the house that is now the home of Mrs. Baxter 
B. Newton. 

Among the early painters in Norwich, though not the earliest, prob- 
ably, were Samuel Nye, who came to an untin u ly death in Canada 
in 1844, while visiting there; Morris Tj. Nichols, who followed this 
calling for many years previous to his death in town, in 1870, aged 
Keventy-five years; and David Morrill ("Uncle David" as he was 
familiarly called) who came into town from StraflFord, Vt., where he 
had previously plied his trade. Many of us remember how entertain- 
ing it was to visit T'nele David's shop fiTir! view some of the products 
of his brush, notably the band wa^'on with its praneiii;: steeds, and 
load of nmsiciaTis. ai iay(d in gorgeous uniforms; and to listen to his 
dissei'tatioiis on f ree-nia.sonry. 

A fii ni l)eliever in the mystic order. Mr. Morrill governed his daily 
life by the square and nde, and passed to his reward some years since, 
having reached a ripe t>ld aue. 

There may have been brick-masons in Norwich at an earlier date 
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than those of whom we have any record, who were: Joseph Cutting, 
Cyril Peniiock. Samuel Sproat and Luman Boutwell. 

Cutting, who marrii'd a dauLfhter of Reuben Hatch, moved into town 
in 1808. or earlier, and l)nilt the house, on the Plain, where David 
Stewart lives. Later he removed to Rochester. N. Y. i*ennock and 
Sproat were louy-time residents in Norwich, and worked at their 
trade until declining years forced them to cease work, when the former 
removed to St. Paul, iVDnn., where he died several years since, and 
the latter left his *Hunipike'* home to be .with a daughter with 
whom he died. His remains were brought to Norwich for burial. 

The writer has been told that Pennock was the first cadet of the A. 
L. S. & M. Academy to sleep in the Academy building and tiie first 
to wear the uniform of that institution. 

Sproat and Boutwell built, on joint account^ at the Plain, the 
''Seven nation house/' so called, that stands on the site of a former 
dwelling oecupied by one Marshall Hodgeman until its destruction 
by fire, at which time the following incident is said to have occurred : 

Judge Aaron Ijoveland owned a frame building near the fire, and 
evidently fearing greater Injury to his property from the fire hooks 
that the local firemen were using in tearing down a nearby structure 
than from the flames, directed the men to cease using those '^hellfaooks" 
and use the squirt gun" (a hand fire-engine that constituted a part 
of the armament of the fire company) — language truly expressive — 
perhaps judicial— surely not Chesterfieldian. 

That St. Crispin has had many disciples in Norwich the list of boot 
and shoe makers abimdantly proves. Reuben Partridge, son of Elisha 
Partridge, was the first of the craft, of whom we have any knowledge, 
to locate in town. His shop was in a building, already noted in this 
article, in one part of which Erastus Leavitt had a harness shop. ' As 
he was married in 1791, we may reasonably suppose that he was in 
business at that time. Daniel Russell had a shop very near where the 
creamery building stands at the north end of the village, and he lived 
on the opposite side of the street, in the house now oecupied by C. C. 
Sawyer. Levi Blood, James Harrison, Eber N. Clark, Cyrus Traeey, 
and Abel P. Hatch worked, at different times, in a shop that stood until 
within a comparatively few years about on a line with F. W. Hawley's 
woodshed — ^perhaps a little further west. At another time Harrison had 
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a shop in a small building on his own premises, which were those now 
occupied by Miss Ellen Hutchinson, on North Main Street. It is be- 
lieved that this shop was moved to the south side of what is now 
Church Street, and became the home of Lydia Haskell. 

Thomas Bri^ham, of strongly marked physical characteristics, is re> 
called by many persons of the present day. He followed his calling of 
boot and shoe making in the second story front of what is now Ed. W. 
Olds' residence. He was proverbial for promising many more pairs of 
boots to be completed by the next Saturday night than it was i>ossib]e 
for the most industrious craftsman to accomplish. 

George Clark worked in a shop that stood where Egbert Blaisdell's 
bam is. There he performed his six days' labor, and rested on the 
seventh by playing the bass viol in the choir of the Congregational 
church in the village. 

Later, about 1856, Abel P. Hatch had his shop where Henry Lary 
lives (a building that has sheltered more mercantile ventures, work- 
shops and postoffioes than any other structure in town } . Subsequently, 
Hatch built a shop on Mechanics Street, where Hazen Batchelder^s . 
house stands, where he worked at his trade until fire destroyed the 
building. Another shop was erected on that spot, and there Hatch 
worked until failing health compelled him to cease labor. Mr. Hatch 
had a remarkably retentive memory and his mind was well stored with 
events in the town's history, and to him many people went for in- 
formation on various matters. 

A steam sawmill was erected by George A. Ames on the west bank of 
the Connecticut river, a little south of and across the highway from the 
home of the late Deacon Henry Hutchinson. Soon after, a box-making 
department was attached to the mill. The property was destroyed by 
fire, but was rebuilt and operated as a sawmill only. F. G. Ames, a 
son of George A., is the present proprietor of the industry. 

In 1889, S. M. Morrison took possession of the Hatch shop, and 
worked at his trade of shoe and harness making until flames again 
visited that spot. In 1893, Morrison built the "Klondike Building" 
on Main Street, where he has worked at his trade until the present 
time, and is now the only person, actively engaged, of the many who 
have pounded the lapstone in our village. 
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In 1888, the "Norwich Creamery " was established at the north end 
of Norwich village, oecu])yin<: a buildiner previously used as a school- 
liOLLse. It was operated with cipparent sueeess for a number of yeur.s. - 
A few years since the building was partially destroyed by fire, but was 
rebuilt and the business continued under different managements until 
the sprin^^ of 1904, when the property was sold to Hood & Co., who 
for several years have had a factory of a like character near the rail- 
road and a short distance south of the Norwich and Hanover station. 



Digitized by Google 



■i 



CHAPTER XIX 



NORWICH MERCHANTS 

Peter Olcott had a store near his residence at the Center, in the time 
of the Revolutionary War. Abel Curtis was for a time associated 
with him in this business. Stephen Burton, eldest son of Elisha Bur- 
ton and a graduate of Dartmouth College in 1790, was probably the 
first to open trade at Norwich Plain, prior to the year 1800. Ichabod 
Marshall of Hanover, also a Dartmouth graduate in 1790, is understood 
as haying been engaged in mercantile business in Norwich (possibly 
in partnership with Stephen Burton) for several years. Both these 
young men emigrated to the West early in the century. Burton to cen- 
tral New York where he died in 1812, and Marshall to Ohio in the 
year 1818, George Woodward kept store before 1799 in the building 
now occupied by Mrs. Gardner Davis as a dwelling. 

Oliver Hatch was in trade on the comer where F. W. Hawley is in 
business. In 1801 or 1802, he was succeeded by William Little, who 
came from Strafford and bought the store bnildino: and pi-oseciited 
business there till about 1816, part ol" the time in fompntiy with Jona. 
Lovejoy from l^oston. They dissolved partnership in 1809. About this 
time a store was kei)t by Charles Hntehins I'rom Concord, N. H., in the 
building that in hiter years became the residence of the late Jas. S. 
Cnrrier. .inst noj-th of ''Newton Inn." Little and Lovejoy were siic- 
cefMled by Waterman Ensworth and Rufus Hatch, Cyrus Partridge, not 
long after, becoming a member in place of Mr. Hatch. 

Capt. Ethen Hurnap was a merchant in Norwich from about 1817 
to 1828 or '29, first at Union Vil]ap:e and later at Norwich Plain. About 
this lime Elias Lyman, Jr., came in possession of the corner store at the 
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Plain, when be did an eztensiye trade for several years, covering the 
period (1824-1834) pretty nearly, perhaps. 

Following Eliaa Lyman was George Lyman, with whom Mr. Frank- 
lin li. Olds was associated, first as clerk and afterwards as partner, the 
firm finally becoming Ljonan, Olds and Burton (Harvey Burton). 
Contemporary with this latter firm was Baxter B. Newton (1841-1845), 
his place of business being in the building where Henry Laiy now lives. 
During the decade immediately preceding 1842, William Smith Burton 
was engaged in trade in the building now the residence of Edward W. 
Olds. L. S. Booth took a hand at merchandising (1847-1859), part of 
the time in company with John L. Currier, who continued the business 
alone for two or three years. 

A Union store ("N. E. P. U., No. 236'') was established at Nor- 
wich Village about 1853, in the house where Mr. Harry Russ resides, 
with E. M. Lewis as agent for several years; then the place of busi- 
ness was changed to where Henry Lary lives, with J. S. Gordon as 
agent, who was succeeded by Harry Buss. After a short existence, the 
enterprise went the way of nearly all co*operative ventures. 

In the year 1842 the mercantile firm of F. L. and £. W. Olds was 
formed, and maintained until 1874. The l)itsiness was contintied by 
Edward W. Olds at the old corner store until its destruction by fire on 
the night of the 4th of August, 1875; after that date, in the brick store 
built by John Wright, Esq., about 1828, until that was destroyed by 
fire December 29, 1899 ; since then in the new building on the site of 
the one last destroyed, where Mr. Olds is still waiting upon customers 
and serving the United States and our townspeople as postmaster. 

In the summer of 1886, a handsome and commodious building was 
erected by Josiah T. Morrison and Fred W. Hawley on the site of the 
old corner store. This partnership was continued until 1889. when 
Mr. Hawley assumed the whole business and is still in tradf^ tluTP. 

Edward M. Lewis sold more or less sxroceries siiice 18.57. haviiii^ liis 
place of business duiin^^ the first few yearB at the villa<:e and since 
then at his home near the railroad station. TTar?-v Ivuss and Myron 
D. Gibbs were similarly employed at the village, 1866-1874. Beginning 
in 1868, J. G. Stimson dealt largely in flour and feed, but relinquished 
the biisineas to his son. Charles, wlio keeps his goods in a building in 
the rear of his residence on Main iStf eet. 
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In 1891, L. K. Merrill moved to town nnd o\)ened a general store in 
the south end of the l^arstow blook, wliere lie remained in business until 
1895, when he disposed of his stock of goods to Merrill and Smith, who 
have continued the business ever since. 

In the '40 's. S. & TI. ]\Io<^re kept store at Beaver Meadow. H. & E, 
IMoiiian were in trade tliere from 1841 to 1858. About 1854 a union 
slore was established there. 
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CEMETERIES 

In the graveyard at Pompanoosuc, which was the earliest one estab- 
lished in town, are the graves of two infant sons (twins) of Deacon 
John Slafter, that died in May, 1770, These were the earliest graves 
noticed. In this yard are the graves of many of the early settlers in 
* the north part of the town, amongr them those of the Wat^roan, Bart- 
lett, Baldwin, Burnap, Slafter, Smalley, Goodrich, Hedges, Hezekiah 
Johnson, Lyman, Lord, Brownson, Jaquith, Carey, and Root families. 

At the Center graveyard, near the site of the old meeting house, also 
may be found many graves of early date, including those of the Olcott, 
Murdoch (except Hon. Thomas M.), Armstrong, Hutchinson (in part), 
Johnson, Newton, Hovey, Vinsen, Loveland (in part), and Tarrington 
families, and Bev. Samuel (Joddard, and Zerah Oolbum, the mathemat- 
ical prodigy. 

In the old cemetery at the village are many early graves (one of 
date of 1770, probably of Jonathan Marsh, who died that year). Here 
lie the remains of the Brigham, Brown, Bigelow, Boardman, Curtis, 
Coit, Emerson, Hatch, Hopson, Lewis, Partridge, and part of the 
Hutchinson and Loveland families, and many others. This cemetery 
is the last resting place of a large proportion of the men most prom- 
inent in the history of the town, — of Jacob, Elisha, Pierce, and Har- 
vey Burton, of John,* Joseph, and Reuben Hatch, of Samuel, Alden, and 
Cyrus Partridge, of Lieut-Grov. Paul Brigham arid his family, of Dr. 
Joseph Lewis and Enos Lewis, of Hon. Abel Cnrtis, Hon. Thomas Mur- 
doch, lion. Ebenezer Brown, Col. Truman B. Ransom. .John Wright, 
Esq., Rev. J. W, Woodward, Col. William B. Lewis, and others. 

The cemetery on the hill west of the village— the hitest public burial 
place established in town — was a gift from the late Hon. Aaron IjOVC- 
l^d, whose remains are interred therein. 
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In the west part of the town is a plot of ground near where a pest- 
house once stood, where were buried the victims of the smallpox, which 
was epidemic in town about 1799. This lot of land is said to be the 
property of the town and was probably intended to be used solely for 
the interment of persons who died from that disease. 
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EPIDEMICS IN NORWICH 

It is probable that smallpoz prevailed in town in 1797, for we learn 
by the records of a town meeting held that year that it was voted to 
'provide for innocnlation for the smallpox, to be carried on under the 
selectmen and a committee appointed for that purpose.*' At that time 
a pest house* was established, and rigid regulations adopted for stamp- 
ing out the scourge by a committee consisting of Paul Brigham, Joseph' 
Hatch, and Dr. Joseph Lewis. At a town meeting held in January, 
1803, it was ''voted to give liberty to have the smallpox introduced into 
town by innocnlation, for two months only, to be earned out under the 
superintendence of a committee in certain houses to be described as pest 
houses. ' ' 

During the winter of 1811-12, the spotted fever prevailed and 
claimed many victims. In 1798, dysentery was present in epidemic 

form. In 1823, the number of deaths was forty-six, the cause not 
known. Between March and November, 1832, thirteen childr^ under 
eight years of age died of canker rash. During 1834-5, there were six- 
ty-four deaths. What the prevailing disease was, we know not. In 
1843, there were fifty-three deaths in town, eight in January and nine 
in February and March, over twenty being attributed to erympelas. 
Ten of the deaths this year were of persons over eighty years old, 
average age eighty-four years. The deaths in 1842 numbered fifty- 
four, about one-half being children, mostly under five years of age, of 
canker rash. Seven persons over eighty years of age died in 1844. 

The following curious causes of deaths in town are copied 
from T-Pcordsr "May 31, 1827, Polly Lord, inflnminaiion — Tliom- 
soman doctrine: September 1, 1829, Joseph Yates Spooner, 36 yeai's, 
suddenly, by green corn ; September 24, 1830, Jacob Sawyer, 76 years, 

•The pest house was on land subsequently included in the fami of the late Gardner 
Davis, in Beaver Meadow. Near the site of the pest bouse are graves of several persons 
who of unaUpox. 
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suddenly in the field : January 3, 1833, James Johnson, 73 years, in- 
temperance, bowel complaint; January 29, 1835, Widow Geer, 90 years 
(old age), had been blind twenty years; Aiifrnst 12, 1835, Miss Joiner, 
Ruddenly, from eating fruit; June 11, 1829, Widow Evans, 75 years, 
supposed to have been poisoned by a si)ider in some lettuce; August 
28, 1806, Ames, 23 years, suieide; May 5, 1807, Hiram Baxter, 7 years, 
lived one day after excess ot drinkin*;; October 25, 1825, James Ellis, 
45 years, hunpT himself ; 1827, Samuel Gleason, drowned ; January 2, 
1834, Captain Saft'ord, 78 years, frozen ; April 22, 1835, Jeremiah Bis- 
sell, suicide; June 1, 1839, Ann Hatch, 32 years, suicide by drowning; 
March, 1843, Calvin Freeman, 70 years, intemperate, layed out; No- 
vember 7, 1841, Mrs. Sweeney, murdered by her husband, James 
Sweeney. ' * 
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AGRICULTURE IN NORWICH 

By favdi- of lion. Oeoi L'e W. Ivichards, Aetint' Siiperiuteiideut of the 
Census Ollice at Washiiiji:toii, the statistics of agriculture of the census 
of 1880 for the town of Norwich have been eoinpiled for our use. These 
Klatisties have never befoie been published. In the following? list we 
have compared them w ith those of 1840, so far as the latter were col- 
lected in the census of that year: 

Pboduots of the Farm. 





i880 


1840 


Horses, Number of. 


•423 


481 


Cattle, Number of — Working Oxen, 197, 






Milch Cows, 700, 






Other Cattle, 589, 


. 1*486 


2,348 


Sheep, Number of, 


t9,847 


13,395 


Wool, pounds raised, 


37,388 


27,639 


Wool, fleeces, spring .clip of 1880, 


7,124 




Swine, 


409 


1,559 


Poultry, 


3,859 




Eggs, dozens (produced in 1879), 


17,070 




Hay, tons. 


6,032 


5,265 


Acres of ground mown, 


6,000 




Wheat, bushels. 


2,233 


3,801 


Indian Com, bushels, 


20,791 


11.119 


Rye, bushels. 


418 


2,854 


Oats, bushels, 


21,541 


20,727 


Barley, bushels, 


71 


349 


Buckwheat, bushels. 


741 


11,182 



•In Thompson s Gazetteer of Vermrnt, edition of 1834, tlj$ numl?er of horses in tOWR io 
y8a3 is givoi as 361, and the number of cattle as 3,159, 
tfixdtiaive of q^ring lambs, 
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Potatoes, bushels, 21,946 53,480 

Maple Sugar, pounds, 53,185 15,730 

Maple Molasses, gallons, . . 413 

Honey, pounds, 1,980 

Beans, bushels, 1,212 

Peas, bushels, 16 

Apples, bushels, 20,855 

Butter, pounds (produeed in 1879), 73,432 

Cheese, pounds (produced in 1879), 13,927 

Milk, gaUons (sold in 1879), 4,993 

Wood, cords (cut in 1879), 3,842 
Number of farms in town of over three acres, 228 

Number of farms cultivated by owners, ** 209 

Number of farms rented for fixed mon^ rental, 5 

Number of farms rented for share of products, 14 

Land in farms, acres improved, 22,342 

Land in farms, acres unimproved, 5,425 

Total value of farm products in 1879, $105,420 

Total value of forest products in 1879, $13,360 

Total value of orchard products in 1879, $5,082 

Total value of market garden products in 1879, $880 



While a few branches of husbandry show a notable increase in the 

aggreprate of products in the last forty years, others have fallen off. 
Probably the averapre of .arable land is now considerably less than in 
1840. The yield of hay appears to be fully maintained, and shows a 
product of a trifle over one ton for each acre mown — ^not a very, flat- 
ten np: exhibit to be sure. 

A decided improvement in the iziade of sheep appears in the fact 
that, while the number of animals kept is more than one-fourth smaller 
than in 1840, the weight of wool shorn has increased over one-third, 
and averages about five and one-fourth pounds to each fleece. 

The incompleteness of the eeiuras-of 1840 makes it of comparatively 
little value for purposes of comparison with the nuich fuller schedules 
of 1880. 1'he absence of comparative dairy statistics is especially to 
be reorretted. 

The culture of the strawberry for market is a new industry that has 
reached considerable magnitude in tovm in recent years^ the product 
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beiug estimated in 1884 to reacli fully one thousand Inishels of fruit, 
of a market value of about $3,0U0. — an item that seems to have been 
overlooked in the census report of 1880. 

The process of ensila^inji: g^reen fodder received early attention here, 
Mr. Thomas A. Hazen beincr the first to empU»y it on a lartje scale. 
Several leadinpr farmers have since built .silo.s for themselves, from the 
use of which they claim to have realized a decided benefit. 
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FREE MASONRY 

It does not appear that any MasoDic Lodge has ever existed in Nor> 
wich. Quite a number of our citizens, however, as might be expected, 
have at different tirnes belonged to lodges in adjacent towns. In the 
list of members of Franklin Lodge, established at Hanover, N. H., in 
1796, we find the names of the following Norwich men, with the year 
of their admission: Reuben Hatch, Freegrace Leavitt (1798), William 
Sumner (1799), Thomas Bi i^'liam, Erastus Leavitt, and Moses Hay- 
ward (1800), Reuben Partridge, Andrew Dewey, William Little, Levi 
Richards, Aaron West (1801-1807), Lyman Lewis, Elijah Slafter, 
Simon Baldwin, Enos Lewis, Jasper Johnson, Noah Lewis (1808), 
Charles Hutchins, Sewell Gleason (1809), Ephraim Hall, George Olds, 
Jr., and Pierce Burton (1810), Manl}^ 0. Woodbury, Silas Morse, Ammi 
B. Allen, and Barzilla Bush, Jr. (1818-1820). The roll pn)])ab]y bears 
other Xorwieh names that we do not now recognize. The Franklin 
Lodge was moved to Tjebanon in 1821, where it still flourishes. In 
1807 and 1808, Doctor Thomas Bripham of Norwich was master of the 
lodge, who, on his sudden departure from town and abandonment of 
his family, was promptly expelled therefrom by notice' jmblished in 
the Vermont Journal at Windsur, m April, 1809, "for immoral conduct 
unworthy a Mason and a gentleman." 

Other Norwieli Masons of that timo, not of the Franklin Lodire, were 
Captain Calvin Seaver, Jeremiah Bissell, Ebenezer Spear, 2nd, Lyman 
Baldwin, and William Leeimte. 

At the height of the Anti-Masonic agitation, about 18;}(), a f;reat com- 
motion was raised in the North Congregational Clnii eli, growing' out 
of the refusal of the majority of the chureh, led by Deaeon Israel 
Newton, to go to communion with those church memberi$ who were 
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Masons. Manifestoes and resolutions were presented in church meet- 
ings on both sides, and a heated controversy raged through several 
months upon this question, eliciting nnieh bitterness of feeling. A set- 
tlement was finally effected by mutual concessions, the Anti-Masonic 
party agreeing to cease their attacks upon the institution before the 
church, and fhe Masons aiTeeing to absent themaelves from the meet- 
ings of the lodge, at least for a time. 
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DISTINGUISHED VISITORS IN NORWICH 

The convening' of tiie le.Lrislature at Norwich in Jiidc, 1785, has been 
iioticed, as well as the iiK^etin-i' of the tirst Council of Census here, lii 
later years, prominent citizens and public officials have on several 
occasions visited the town. Norwich was the first town in Vermont 
to welcome to its hospitalities a Chief Executive of the United States. 
President James Munroc, in his f)ip through New England in the 
summer of 1817, entered tlie slate at Norwich on the 22nd of July.* 
After a drive to Copperas Hill, the pi-csidential party returned by 
way of Straltoid to Norwich Plain, and alighted at Curtis' Hotel, f 
\vhei c a number of citizens were in attendance, who presented to Mr. 
Munroe the following appropriate and patriotic 

Address 

To the President of the United States: 

Sir .—A few citizens of Vermont upon your first entrance on the borders of 
the state present you a united and heany welcome. 

With the liveliest emotions of duty we meet for the first time, a Chief 
Magistrate of the Union within our territory. An emulation to pay respectful 
attention to the ruler of our nation, appointed by our own choice, under a constitu- 
tion so eminently calculated for individual security, for individual interests and 
national happiness ; a spontaneous burst of joy among all classes of our citizens, 
at the visit of the President of the United States, are the best pledges a free 

♦Mr. Monroe came into town directly from Hanover where (so th^ journal of his trip 
lelates) he unexpectedly met an eld acquaintance in the widow of President John 
Whedock, then recently deceased. This lady was a native of New Jeisey. and was at 
Trenton at the I'mif ofihe liattlc tlu re in 1777, in which young Monroe was engaged as 
lieutenant of a company and was wounded. She was the person who dressed his wound 
after he had been conveyed to the house where she then was. Sanbom*s History of J^ew 
Hanipshn i\ p. 266. 

tCurtif^ Hotel occupied the site of the present " Newton Inn," and was Icept hy 

Eleazer Curtis. 
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people can present to a Chief Magistrate of their contentment with the laws, and 
the operation of them in the government under the constitution, am) their confi- 
dence in the administration. Thi< emulation, joy, and confidence we tender you. 

Sir: and in Vermont, it is believed, you will find everywhere these sentiments, as 
you have before this, on your present tour, experienced tbem in other sections of 
the Union. 

These testimoniab we present you, Sir, in behalf of our fellow citizens.* 
To which the President was pleased to return a verbal answer. 
The President and his suite, with a number of other gentlemen, then 
partook of a dinner, prepared by Mr. Eleazer Curtis in handsome 
slyle. After dinner the President was introduced to a number of 
ladies, collected, while the company were dining, for the purpose of 
seeing him. He was also introdueed to a large number of the children 
of the neighborhood. The company, men, women, and children, were 
highly gratified at the sight and introduction of the President. He 
stayed in the place about two hours, and then bade the company an 
affectionate farewell, and left Norwich for Windsor. 

Ex-Vice-President Richard M. Johnson visited Norwich, October .25, 
1843, and had a public reception here. He was greeted with military 
honors, under the direction of General T. B. Ransom, on his approach 
to the village from Hanover, where he had been entertained the day 
before. John Wri^'ht, Esq., made an address of welcome (hereto 
appended), to which Colonel Johnson responded. The ceremonies of 
the occasion were concluded by a review of the corps of cadets by the 
distinguished guest, and by a barbecue on the parade ground of Nor- 
wich University in the evening, accompanied by festivities of a varied 
and unusual character. 

Colonel Richard M. Johnson : 

Sir:— In the name and in behalf of the citizens <of Norwich, I am delegated 
to tender to you a sincere welcome to our .small but delightful village. 

It is, Sir, with great diffidence that I attempt to express to you the enthusi- 
astic feelings of gratitude, and friendship, which pervade the bosoms of this 
assembled multitude. 

You find yourself, Sir, in the midst of a people the preat mass of whom are 
engaged in the laudable and honorable pursuit of agriculture, owning as well as 
cultivating with their own hands these broad and fertile nelds, and although our 
avocations are of the rustic kind, and we have not probed deep in ''Classic Lore," 



*The name of the perj^on who ncted as spokesman on this occasion in behalf of his 
townsmen has not been ascertained, but is believed to have been Ebenezar Brown, Esq. 
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still I hazard nothing in saying you will find us as generous, and as warm-hearted 
possessed of as mudl philanthropy, as strongly attached to our country, her con- 
stitution, and laws, as any portion of the population of this mighty Republic. 

With these feelings throbbing in the heart of every individual in this assembly, 
they have left their farms, their work shops, and their cares, and come up here 
this day to welcome among them one, who has done so much for the benefit and 
honof of our bdoved country. 

Sir, your untiring efforts while in the council of the Nation to ameliorate the 
condition of the poor and unfortunate debtor, your zealous and successful exer- 
tions to restore to the war-worn soldier of the Revolution a small part of his hard 
earnings, your bold and fortunate course to allay the animosity of angry politicians 
upon sobjecte of legislation touching the conscience of man (which is between him 
and his God) ; f must be allowed to say to you. Sir, these acts of yours alone, 
would have been sufficient to have endeared you to even,' honest, independent 
freeman of America. But, Sir, I stop not here. In the early part of the late war, 
urged upon us by the aggression of Great Britain, you took an active part, and 
drew yout sword in defence of your bjured and insulted country with a determina- 
tion never to sheath it until that haughty nation and her red allies should be driven 
from the continent or forced to submit to an honorable peace. 

In the ever memorable year 1813, when our country- was bleeding at every pore, 
our western and northwestern frontier almoiit deluged wiiii, the blood of helpless 
women and innocent children wantonly massacred by the barbarous savage, 
instigated to the horrid act by the britiery of British gold ; at this eventful period 
we find you, Sir, fast hastening to the scene of danger with a host of Kentucky's 
noblest sons. 

The western breeze soon wafted to our ears the joyful news that the enemy 
was driven from our soil, and Proctor and Tecumseh were retreating to the interior 
of the British dominions for safety, closely pursued by the mounted riflemen of 

Kentucky, under their gallant and invinci!)le leader and commander, R. M. John- 
son (our distinguished guest). With breathless anxiety we waited to hear the 
result The glorious news soon came that General Proctor's army was captured, 
Tecumseh dain, and Pro^or bad saved himself by flight. 

History has furnished us the facts, how and by whom this great achievement 
was obtained. We learn from this that you, Sir, acted a most conspicuous part. 
Your chivalrous deeds on the plains of Moravian Town have made an indelible 
impression on our minds which time cannot eradicate. The faithful pen of history 
has and will record your noble deeds of valor, and of patriotism. 

Your name, Sir, the name of R. M. Johnson, is associated with the imperish- 
able names of Harrison and Shelby, and millions yet unborn wiU read with admir. 
ation your political acts, and martial exploits. 

Sir, with pride and pleasure we shall often recur to this day, when we had the 
honor and satisfaction of seeing and hearing from one who had so often jeopard- 
ised his life in defence of our country's rights. 

It is with deep regret we learn your visit with us must be so short, but, Sir, 
should yott return to the rich valleys and green hills of your much loved Kentucky 
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to enjoy in quiet retirement the remainder of yotir days, or should you again be 
called by the voice of your fellow citizens into the service of your country, be 
assured, Sir, our morning orisons will be fervently offered up for your health, 

happiness, and the full enjoyments of all ihe blessings of life. 

Accept then, Sir, in the sincere spirit in whicit it is ottered, this simple tribute 
to your exalted virtues. 

Again, Sir, not only the citizens of Norwich, but the thousands of "Green 
Mountain Roys " now around us, the descendants of those w ho fought at Benning- 
ton and Saratoga, with this throng of the hardy yeomanry of New Hampshire, 
sons of those noble sires who, under the immortal Stark, vanquished the legions of 
Britain on die hills of Willoomscoik, join in bidding you welcome, a thrice hearty 
welcome, among va. 

Prendent U. S. Grant and President S. B. Hayes eaeh paased 
through the town during their respective terms of office, the former, 
August 27, 1869, the latter in 1877, on the 20th of the same month. 
On each occasion the cars were detained a few momoiits nt the railroad 
station, to give the people an opportunity to see and be introduced to 
these high officials and honored citizens of the republic. 

The route of General Lafayette in his rapid passage through Ver- 
mont in 1825 did not enter Norwich, but proceeded up White River 
from Windsor and Woodstock to Royalton, and from thence to Mont- 
pelier and Bmliii'-rton. Much attention and honor were everywhere 
paid to the illustrious Frenchman, and there was a general turnout 
of the people, and especially of the old Revolutionary veterans, to greet 
this early friend of American liberty. Among other benefactions con- 
ferred by Lafayette upon his former companions in arms during his 
visit to the United States was the liberation of General William Burton 
from imprisonment in the jail of Caledonia County, by the payment 
of a debt of consid('ral)le amount, on aeeonnt of which he had suiiered 
confinement for a period of fourteen years.* 

Earlier in time than pith*^- of tlie visits above mentioned, in one of 
the first years of the century, another illustrious foreigner passed 

*It i« not generally remembered that an expedition for the invasion of Canada vas 

planned by the Continental Congress in the early spring of 1778, the command of which 
was ^ven to Lafayette, then frtshly arrived in this country from France. The raishi^-^ of 
troops was begun in the upper valley of the Connecticut (including Norwich) to participate 
in the eKp«dilion, and La&yette came on to Albany, and to Bennington, probably, to 
superintend the organization of forces for the contemplated invasion. But the campaign 
was suddenly abandoned, for military reasons, before preparations were complete for 
action. 
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throii«^h Vermont while making the tour of the United States and 

Canada. This was none other than Thomas Moore, the poet, justly 

famous for his "Irish Melodies," wherever the English language is 

spoken, and for the tender sweetne^ of his lyric verse. What portkms 

of the state he visited is not now vritli certainty known, nor how long 

he tarried therein, but that he was charmed by the picturesque beauty 

of the natural scenery, and by the Arcadian peace and happiness of 

our people, is attesteid by an exquisite Httle ballad composed while he 

was traveling through the state. Happy the people whose outward 

life was thus portrayed ! We have room only for the first stanza : — 

" I knew by the smoke that so gracefully curled 
Above the green elms, that a cottage was near, 

And I thought, • If there's peace to be ff^und in the world, 
A heart that is humble might hope for it here.' " 
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Part 11 contains brief biographical sketches of such early families of 
Norwich as the authors of this volume were able to obtain. 
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The Baxters of this town came here fiom Norwich, Connecticut, a 
town which their ancestors with others from Norwich, England, as- 
sisted in founding? about the year 1632. 

Elihu Baxter, with his young wife, Tryjjhena Taylor, to whom he 
was married October 24, 1777, arrived in Norwich the same year, and 
here fifteen children (six daughters and nine sons) were born to them, 
twelve of whom .lived to grow up and have families of their own. Mr. 
Baxter settled on the farm that subsequently became the home of lion. 
Paul Brigham. He later removed to the farm where Orson Sargent 
lives» and there built himself a frame house, a part of which is now 
in use b7 the present owner of the property. 

Of his children, William, the eldest, born August 3, 1778, studied 
law with Hon. Daniel A. Buck of Norwich, and removed to Bennington, 
Vt., where he soon became the leading lawyer in that part of the state, 
and received many honors from his town and county. He married 
I^ydia Ashley of Norwich, August 17, 1779, and died at Bennington 
October 1, 1826, aged forty nine years. 

Hiram settled in Bennington a little after 1800. 

Elihu, Jr., the third child, born in 1781, died at Portland, Me., in 
1863, where he had been in the practice of medicine for many years. 

Chester, bom in 1785, died at Sharon, Vt^ in 1863. He married 
Hannah Boot and they had one daughter who married Deane. 

James, the sixth son, bom in 1788, established himself at Stanstead, 
L. C, in 1817, where he became very prominent in public affairs; 
was a member of the Provincial Parliament in 1829 — ^first member ' 
from Stanstead County — and held other offices of honor. 

. Erastos, bom in 1787, married Lucy Freeman, and of their nine 
children eight were born in Norwich. He removed late in life to the 
state of New York and died at Gorham, that state. 

Ira, the second son and child, married Arsena Sprague of Hartford, 
Vt., in 1802, and to them were bom nine children, of whom Laura, the 
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eldest daughter, born in 1808. niairied Henry S. Burton. She died in 
1862, followed by her husband in 1883, in the ninety-first year of his 
a^e. Marsliall 1)., bom in 1818, died at Lyme. X. II., 1876, to which 
place he removed aftei- havint: passed many years of his life in his 
native town, lie married Esthei-. a daughter of Rev. Samuel (lod- 
dard of Norwieh. Xov. 1, 1838. Arabella, the second daughter, born in 
1807. married Sauuiel Little in 1825. She died in 1849, and Mr. Little 
iu 1870 (both in Norwieh). the latter a^ed seventy years. Harriet, 
born in 1823, was their youngest child. She died in Norwich. August 
25, 1854, the wife of Lewis S. Partridge, to whom she was married 
June 16, 1846. Ira Baxter settled on the farm where his son-in-law 
linrton lived at a later date ( now owned by Messenger and Ilazen) 
and there built his tannery, already mentioned. 



THE BIiAISDELL FAMILY 

Michael HIaisdell, the progenitor of the family in Norwich, came 
from Plainfield, X. II., in the year 1813, and settled on the farm where 
Ileniy S. (ioddard now lives. His sons were Jonathan, Levi, Stephen, 
and Thomas. 

Of these Levi and Stephen spent their lives in town and reared large 
families. 



BOARDMAN FAMILY 

Samuel Borman emigrated from Devonshire or Somersetshire, Eng- 
land, in 1639, and settled in Wethersfield, Conn,, in 1641, where he 
died in 1673. His name is identified with many official positions in the 
early history of the Colony. 

The following is a copy of an original letter to Samuel Borman fron». 
his mother, carefully preserved by Wm. Boardman of Wethersfield, 
Conn., one of her seventh generation : 

*'Obbydon, the 5th of February, 1641. 

**Good Sonne — I have receaved your letter; whereby I understand 
you are in good health, for which I give God thanks, as we are all — 
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Praised be God for the .same. Whereas you desire to see your brother 
Christopher with you, he is no. ready for so great a journey, nor doe 
I think he dare take uppon him so dangerous voige. Your five sisters 
are all alive and in good health and remember their love to you. Your 
father hath be^ dead almost this two years — and this troubling you 
no farther at this time I rest praying to Crod to bless you and your 
wife unto whom we all kindly remember our loves. 

*'Yoiir ever loving mother, 

"Julian Borhan/' 

The names "Borman" and ''Boreniau " appear on tlie Wethersfield 
records until 1712; afterwards it appears as "Bordman, ' and later 
on as "Boardman." 

Capt. Nathaniel Boardnian, great-irrandyon of Samuel Borman who 
.settled in Wethersfield, Conn., in 1641, was born there in 1734; 
was captain of a militia company durin<r the French and Indian war; 
in 1758 married Esther Carver. .1 lunal descendant of Governor Car- 
ver of Plymouth Colony; in 1775 removed from Bolton, Conn., to 
Norwich, Vt., with his wife and eight children, the eldest fifteen and 
the youngest one year old, the entire journey being made on horseback. 
Captain Boardman died at Norwich in 1814, aged eighty-one years. 
His wife, Esther, died in 1833, aged ninety-seven years. 

Doctor Nathaniel Boardman, eldest son of Captain Boardman, was 
born in Connecticut, 1759 ; came to Norwich in 1775 ; married Philomela 
Huntington, whose father was cousin to Samuel Huntington, first 
President of Congress ; died 1842, aged eighty-four years. His eldest 
son, Bev. Elderkin J., graduated at Dartmouth about 1815, also at 
Andoveril Congregational minister for many years in Vermont; re- 
moved to Iowa in 1858, where his son, Hon. Heniy E. J. Boardman, 
a prominent and wealthy eitizen, now resides. Another son of Doctor 
Boardman's, who died in Norwich in 1867, was the last in the line of 
five ''Nathaniels,*^ father and son, extending back to Hon. Samuel 
Borman. 

Halsey J. Boardman, son of the fifth Nathaniel, was born in Norwich 
in 1834; graduated at Dartmouth CoUege in 1858; removed to Boston 
in 1859; commissioner of Board of Enrolment for the fourth Massa- 
chusetts district during the War of the Rebellion; member of the Bos- 
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ton Common Council in 1873. 74 and 75, and president of that body 
in 1875: Republican candidate for mayor iu 1876, being defeatod by 
a vote of 14,0Ut) to 12,000 hy the citizens' candidate; was elected a 
member of the Massachusetts Legislature for 1883, '84 and '85. 



EBBNEZER BROWN 

His parents, birth, and birthplace are not known. He graduated 
from Dartmouth College in 1778. He studied for the ministry and 
preached for a time in Bethel, Vt., but was never ordained. He soon 
settled in Norwich as a farmer on a farm on Christ ran St., lately occu- 
pied by Roswcll Tenney, where he died May 10, 183U, aged 80 years. 
He was familiarly known in Norwich as Deacon Brown." He mar- 
ried ]*atience, daiiLrhter of Saninel Bell of Norwieh. 

EbeiKv.er Hi'oA\ n. son of Shubael and Edith M^i'adford i Brown, 
came to Norwich at an early ai^e from ( 'ante! 1 mi ry. Conn. Tie jrrad- 
nated from Dartmouth College, 1787: studied law with Hon. Daniel 
Bnek. and opened the first law office on Norwich Plain, and there 
piaetieed his profession till his death, September 25, 1822. He was 
assistant judge of Windsor County Court in 1814 and chief judge of 
the court in 1815. He married (1) Anna, daughter of Hon. Thomas 
Mnrdock. -lannarv 13, 1793, and (2) Mary, daughter of Rev. Josiah 
Dana of P»a rre, Mass.. January 12, 1814. He was brother Jolni 
Brown, many years first constable of Norwich and otherwise prom- 
inent in town alTairs. 

Mr. Brown's first wife was mother of the late Mias Julia Brown, 
and his second wife mother of the late Mrs. Mary Godfrey, both of 
Norwich. 



JACOB BURTON 

It is quite impossible to indulge in even a brief review of Mr. Bur- 
ton's advent into Norwich from Preston, Conn., without repeating 
something of what is said of him in otber places in this voiume, 
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Mr. Burton came to \orwi(»h. to reside, in the latter part of 1765. 
bringint? with him Jiis sons, Klisha, John. .losiah, Isaap, and Asa, and 
his eldest daughter. Anna, who, soon after, married Simeon Carpenter. 
For some time siie was the only younj; lady in town. 

Before locating in town, Mr. Burton had purcha.sed two one hun- 
dred acre lots of land, which embraced the greater part of the present 
Xui wich villatre, and built his dwellinjr-house (the first one erected in 
town) on the southern and eastern part of his purchase, and tradition 
has it that it was built directly over a hirye pine stump, which pro- 
truded through the tloor, and its top having been smoothed off and 
recesses made in its sides for cupboards, it was used as the family 
table. 

Elisha, one of the sons, built the house where Samuel A. Armstrong 
resides, and John, another son, built the house now the home of Thos. 
A. Hazen. 

* 

Mr. Burton's political record is given under its appropriate head in 
another part of the book. 

Of Mr. Burton it may be said that he was literally and truly one of 
the fathers of the town. 



REVEREND DOCTOR ASA BURTON 

Was born at Stonington, Conn., August 25. 1752, and was the sixth 
of the thirteen children of Jacob Burton. His parents removed to 
Preston, Conn., when he was about one year old. Here his childhood 
was mostly spent under the ministry of Reverend Doctor Levi Hart, 
til his fourteenth year his father removed to Norwich. From that time 
till he was twenty years of age, his work was **to fell trees, cut them 
into iQgs, and then by hand roll them with levers into heaps to burn 
thorn, and help carry logs to make into log fences, as they had no oxen 
for two or three years." 

By these severe labors his health was much impaired, and he re- 
solved, if possible, to get an education. This his father opposed but 
his motliei- favored. 

Two mooth$ ftft^r he was twenty ytaia of a^e, he began the study 
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of Latin and on his twenty-first birthday he was admitted to Bart- 
mouth Oollpnre. 

The saiiie autuiiiii (1772) a nialiLmant fever entered his father's 
family and hia mother, a brother, and two sistei-s died within a few 
weeks. I lis father was so much ( luhai i assed l)y the expenses of tiiis 
sickness aud the death of his son, whose assistance lie had greatly de- 
pended on, that he thought it necesary to remove Asa from colle^re, 
and visited the president of the college for the purpose of procuring 
his dismission. After a long interview the president persuaded the 
father to allow him to eontinue his studies, which the mom was only 
too happy to do. 

He was a hard student in College. He says of himself : ''I pursued 
ray studies with greediness through a eoUege course. I was always in- 
elined to go, as we say, to the bottom of everything. Though I knew 
not what was meant by first principles in a .science, yet I now see that 
it was my desire to trace everything back to first principles." 

At college he excelled in mental and moral philosophy, and especially 
in English composition. 

After graduation he spent a few months in the study of theology 
with Doctor Hart of Preston, Conn., and preached occasiouall^' in 
various towns in Vermont and Connecticut until January, 1779, when 
he was settled over the church in Thetford, Yt., where he spent the 
rmainder of his life. 

His success here was marked in building up from, what he regarded 
as very unpromising material, a large and flourishing church. At the 
time of his ordination the church numbered only sixteen members, and 
when he preached his half century sermon in 1859, four hundred and 
ninely members had been added and three hundred and twenty were 
still members. 

His ''Essays/' published in 1824, had a slow sale and their publi- 
cation proved a pecuniary loss to him. 

He began taking students in divinity into his family in 1796, and 
continued doin'r so until 181fi. During this period he had constantly 
from two to four students under his cliarge. About sixty young men 
were prepaid for the ministiy under his instruction, many of whom 
became able and successful ministers. 

Poctor Burton was no bookworm, but a man of original and inde- 
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pendent thought. His library was of modest dimensions. He did not 
seek to cram the minds of his si u dents with theologie lore, but rather 
teach them to think and rfason for themselves. 

The first sermon preached by Doctor Burton was at Norwich, on the 
subject, 'Justification by Faith." 

He died at Thetford, Vt., May 1, 1836. 



HONORABLE DANIEL BUCK 

Daniel Buck eamc to Norwich in 1784 or '85, and opened the first 
lawj^er's ofliee in town— on the liill near the old center ineetiuir house, 
then just beinir eonipleted — and there contiiiiied to live and transact 
business for tweuly-five years, or initil he removed 1o Chelsea in 181)9. 
Norwich then eontained probably about one thousand inhabitants, 
but no village, there beitiL' at tliat time not over three or four dwellings 
where Noi-wieh viMaue now stands. 

But little is known of Mr. Buck previous to his eoinintr to Norwich. 
He was boi-u at Hebron, Comm., Nov<'nib(^r 9, 1753, and was the second 
son and eliild of Thomas and .lane P>uek of that town. He had been 
a soldier in the Rf volution, and had lost m\ arm at the battle ol" Hen- 
ninji:ton. He had also lived some time in Thetl'oj'd. which was .settled 
largely by people from Hebron, and perhaps also in Hanover, N. H. 
He acted as secretary to the c«uuieii in June, 1785, when the Vermont 
legislature a.ssembled at Norwich, having been assistatit secretary of 
the same bo<iy dnrinir their .session at Rutland the preceding October. 
He stems to have been a hou.seholder at Norwich at this time, as by 
a i-esolution of the council on June 17, the treasurer of the State was 
directed "to pay Daniel Buck twenty shillings hard money for the use 
of his house, etc." 

For several years the young attorney does not appear to Bave made 
much headway in his profession, the townspeople sharing in the 
ancient dislike to lawyers so prevalent in the early days of New Eng- 
land. The town records ^ow that he was willing to make himself 
useful at this period by accepting such offices as highway surveyor 
and key keeper of the town pound. But he grew steadily in the eon- 
Mence of townsmen, and was soon in possession of a lucrative 
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practice. His first important public service was to represent the town 
in the convention that met at Bennington ia January, 1791, to adopt 
the constitution of the United States preliminary to the admission of 
Vermont into the Federal Union. Here Mr. Buck appears as the 
champion and principal spokesman of that portion of the convention — 
a decided minority — ^who believed it to be inexpedient, for the present 
at least, for Vermont to enter into a union with the original thirteen 
(dates. The arguments of this party appear, at this distance of time, 
rather puerile and provincial, it must be confessed, though their ob> 
jections to union from the ^ze of the country and diversity of intend 
were not without some weight. Mr. Buck, however, with most of the 
other objectors, finally vote(| in favor of immediate union, which was 
carried in the convention after several days' discuBsion, by nearly a 
unanimous vote.* 

In 1793 and '94,' the town sent Mr. Buck to the legislature, and he 
was each year chosen speaker of the house. In 1794, he was elected 
to represent the eastern district of Vermont in the fourth Congress 
of the United States, which assembled at Philadelphia December 7, 
1795. In this position he succeeded Nathaniel Niles of Fairiee, who 
had held the place two terms, or since the admission of the State into 
the Union. Mr. Buck served but one term hi Congress, being himself 
succeeded by Lewis B. Morris of Springfield, (1797-1803)., At the 
September election in 1796, there seems to have been no choice for 
representative to Congress. Mr. Buck was candidate for re-election at 
this time, and received every vote but one (sixty-four out of sixty-five 
votes'^ cast in Norwich. He probably received a minority of votes 
in the district, as at a second election held May 22, 1797. he does not 
appear as a candidate, Lewis R. Morris receiving twenty-two votes 
in Norwich to twenty for Scott Hall and sixteen scattering. Mr. 
Buck was ai^in elected to the legislature in 1806 and '07, and is 
said to have rendered valuable services to the town on these occasions 



*It is a noteworthy fact that the opposition to Vermont joining the Union in 1791 — 
so far as appears in the proceedings of the convention itself — was entirely confined to thte 

section of the state. The four delegates (out of a total of 109) who on the final vote with- 
held their assent to the measurtt, were all from Windsor county, being Messrs. Moses 
Warner o£ Aiidovcr, Daniel Healii of Chester, Benjamin Perkins of Bridgewater, and 
Enoch Emetson of Rodiester. Stg Gavtmor and Couneii V0I, Il/y fp, ^6^^i^ for a 
btief teaoxt of the proceedings and debates of the Convention. 
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in securin{< certain changes m tlip location of the turnpike road then 
recently laid from Hanover bridj^e through Norwich to Chelsea court 
house. Tn 1809 Mr. Buck was airnin a candidate for the legislature, 
t>ut was defeated by Pierce Burton (I^urton ninety-six. Buck seventy- 
three, scattering thirteen). Other offices held by him during his resi- 
dence in Norwich were, member of the Council of Censors, 1792; At- 
torney General of the State, 1794; State's Attorney of Windsor 
County, 1802 and 1803, — Dartmouth College gave him the honorary 
degree of A. M. in 1799. 

Mr. Buck took high rank as a lawyer, and as an advocate was often 
pitted against the best legal talent of his time in the Vermont courts. 
He acted as oonnsel for Ira Allen in 1792, in an investigation ordered 
by the legislature into his accounts and official conduct as treasurer 
and surveyor general of the State. John A. Graham, in his -'De- 
scriptive Sketch of Vermont," published in 1797, speaks of him as 
possessing legal abilitira of a high order. During his residence in 
Norwich the following well-known gentlemen, among others, were law 
students in his office: Ebenezar Brown, Aaron Loveland, William 
Baxter of Browuington, and Hon. William A. Palmer of Danyille. 
The present aspect and suroundings of the place where th^ young 
men imbibed the first principles of the law, would now be thought 
fully as extraordinary for the location of a law school, as Rev. Dr. 
Asa Burton's old parsonage in Thetford would be as the site for a 
theological seminary. 

The fourth Congress met at Philadelphia, December 7, 1795, and 
Mr. Buck made the journey to the capital on horseback from his 
Vermont home; The story is still current among the older people of 
the town, that on the day of his departure for that distant city — 
more distant in point of time and fatigue to the traveller than the 
trip to San Francisco is now — ^the inhabitants of Norwich in large 
numbers a^embled and accompanied him on his way as far as the 
Hartford town line, where they wished their honored townsman a 
prosperous journey, and bade him farewell with manifestations of 
feeling not unlike those now attending the dci)arture of friends on 
an extended journey in foreign lands. As to his services in Con- 
gress, but little can here be said. He seems to have participated 
considei'ably in the current debates, among the most exciting of which 
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was that relating to Jay's treaty with Great Britain. Mr. Buck 
strongly favored the treaty. He spoke against a resolntion of in- 
quiry calling pn the president to furnish the house a copy of the in- 
Rtrnetions to Mr. Jay, under which the treaty was negotiated, with 
correspondence and documents. He was opposed, it appears, to dis* 
cussing the constitutionality of the treaty or to the legislative de- 
partm^t assuming an attitude of hostility to the exeeutiye. He 
supported a bill providing for an increase of compensation to public 
officers and stated, incidentally, that he had diminished his income 
$1,000 a year while serving as a representative. In this connection 
he alluded to having **shed his blood'/ for his country and to his 
"mutilated frame."* 

He favored direct taxation by Congress, voting for a tax on land 
and its improveihents, and also for increasing the duties on foreign 
goods. His votes and speeches show him to have been a high Fed- 
eralist in politics, 

Mr. Buck was at one time quite an extensive owner of landed prop- 
erty in town. The house built by him and used as a residence was 
taken down a few years .since and was last occupied by Henry Goddard. 
The large orchard a nhort distance cast of the house and adjoining 
the higluA ay \\ as planted by him, and is still familiarly known as the 
"Buck orchard. " 

In his later years he .sccin.s to have become embarrassed iu bis pe- 
cuniary circumstances, and he finally died poor. A fatal habit of 
intemperance hastened his downfall and i)r()bahly brouirht him to a 
premature grave. The occasion of his removal to Chelsea in 1809 has 
been vaiiously related. C. W. Clark, Esq., the historian of that 
town, says that Mr. Buck was conimitted to Cheahsea jail for debt, 
and obtaining the freedom of the prison (jail limits) took up his 
residence there and remained until his death, piaetising his pro- 
fession t'oi- the most part nntil that event. Another informant 
gives a soniewhal ditVeient account, lie says that Mr. Buck sold 

*AseMly as 1787, Mr. Buck had petitioned the legislature of Vermont for a pension 
of S5 per month. "in consequence of the loss of his arm in the battle near Bennintrtnn. 
August 16, 1777." In the year 1807, Mr. Buck was a petitioner to the Congress of the 
United States for an increase of pension, alleging that the pension he ivas receiving as an 
invalid was insufficient. He stated in his petition that he served in the Revolutionary 
aimy in 1775 and '76, and was wounded at Bennington in 1777. 



Digitized by Google 



Biographical 



his farm in Norwich and borrowed money extensively there, and 
then removed to Chelsea and there built a house with the borrowed 
money ; soon he made over his property to his son, D. Azro A. Buck, 
was dueovered by his Norwich creditors to be insolvent, and was im- 
prisoned in jail ; his son became his bondsman, and he was given the 
freedom of the jail limits, and died in that condition; that he prac- 
tised his profession but little after removing to Chelsea, and was de- 
ranged during his last years. The house that he built in Chelsea is 
still standing, and is one of the old substantial houses of the village. 

Mr. Buck was married to Content Ashley, of a respectable family 
of Norwich, September 22, 1786. Of this union eleven children were 
born previous to 1809, of whom seven (four sons and three daugh- 
ters) were then living. The graves of the other four may be found 
in the old graveyard close by the family home. Mr. Buck himself 
died at Chelsea August 16, 1816. His remains sleep in the village 
cemetery there, marked only by a plain slab, giving simply name, 
age, and date. His age was sixty-two years. 



HONORABLE D. A. A. BUCK 

Daniel Azro Ashley Buck, the eldest son oi" Ilunoiable Daniel and 
Content (Ashley) Buck, was born at Norwich, Vt., April 19, 1789. 
He recelYcd a. collcfjiate education, graduating at Middlebury in 
1807, in the same class with William Slade and Stephen Royce, a 
class which is said to have contained more eminent men in propor- 
tion to its numbers than can be matehed in the record of any Ameri- 
can college. 

The following year he graduated from West Point Military 
Academy, and was appointed second lieutenant of engineers, to date 
from January 25, 1808. Oliver G. Burton, a native of Norwich but 
at that time a resident of Irasburg, was also a graduate from West 
Point of the same year. 

D. A. A. Buck served on the northern frontier during the second 
war with England; He was commissioned a captain in the Thirty- 
first Regiment of United States Infantry, an organization composed 
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wholly of Yermonters, April 30, 1813, raised for one year's service. 
Ethan Burnap of Norwich was captain of a company of the Thirty- 
first and his brother, Calvin Bumap, lieutenant. At other times 
during the war, Mr. Buck served as an officer of artillery, and in 
November, 1812, was appointed major in a volunteer corps by the 
Vermont legislature, though it is doubtful if he ever accepted this 
appointment. 

At the close of the war he left the military profession, studied 
law with his father at Chelsea, Vt., and for the ensuing twenty years 
was a prominent figure in public affairs in Vermont. Durinqr this 
period he represented Chelsea fourteen years in the state legislature, 
five years of which he served as speaker of the house. He twice 
resigned his position as speaker to accept an election to the national 
legislature, in which he represented Vermont in the Eighteenth and 
Twentieth Congresses (1823-25 and 1827-29). He is said to have 
been one of the best presiding officers that ever sat in the chair of the 
Vermont assembly. Out of twenty-one consecutive years fol]owin«r 
1815 there were but two (1830-;n ) in which he was not a ineTiibt r 
of some legislative body. He was ajso, during this time, state's at- 
torney of Orange County five years, presidential elector in 1820, a 
general in the militia, and a hiizh otTicial in the Masonic order in the 
state. In 1886, he removed with his family to Washin<jton. and ac- 
cepted an appointment as clerk in the Indian bureau oi the War de- 
partment, in which city he died December 22. 1841, 

Daniel A. A. Buck is remembered as a j,'entlemau of the old si hool, 
of graceful and easy manners, populac address and a tiuent speaker. 
He probably was less eminent as a lawyer than his father and as a 
con^n-essman relatively less prominent. He served \u the Eighteenth 
Congress on the committee for public expeiiditurcK, and in the Twen- 
tieth on that ol niilitaiy atlairs. He made a speech in the house i:i 
favor of abolishing the office of major-general oi tlie army, uud 
against the appointment of a Board of Visitors to West Point, and 
detailing the history of that institution. It would seem as if his mili- 
tary training and experience had not impressed him favorably to- 
wards the academy or its management. On the election of President 
by the house of representatives, in 1825, he voted with the Vermont 
delegation in giving the vote of the state to John Quincy Adams. 
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Like his father, he was a Federalist in politics, and favored pro- 
tective dirties, voting for the tariff of 1828, although taking no part 
in the debates over that measure in the house. Like his father, too, 
he was addicted to strong drink, became dissipated in later life, and 
finally filled a drunkard's grave. Although hardly come to middle 
age and the time at which most men reach the maturity of their 
powers, he had doubtless seen the height of his influence and repu- 
tation some time before his removal to Washington in 1836. When 
Mr. Buck first went to Congress in 1824, his college classmate at 
Middlebury, William Slade, was serving as clerk in the State de- 
partment at Washington. Soon after the expiration of Mr. Buck's 
congressional life, Mr. Slade began (in 1831) a period of twelve 
years' continuous service in the same body. In 1836, thciefore, 
the respective positions of the two men were exactly reversed, IMr. 
Buck being at that time a government clerk — a position he soon 
lost because of incorrigible intemperance — while Slade was just be- 
ginning a course of wide and honorable public service to state and 
country, continuing thenceforward for a full quarter of a century. 

In sketching thus briefly the career of these two men, the elder 
and the younger Buck, one cannot fail to note the sad commentary 
furnished in their lives on the strength of the passion for drink 
to wreck the prospects and blast the happiness of the sti'ongest minds. 
The father, imprisoned for debt, dies in poverty and disgrace upon 
the jail limits of Orange County. The son, expelled for drunkenness 
from a petty government office, is supported by his faithful wife in 
his last years, by keepinu' boardeis at the eapital of the nation, where 
both himself and fathei- had For many years i-epresented Vermont in 
the halls of (Jont;ress. Vermont, that loved to honor tliem in Iheir 
younirer and better days, will yet drop a tear of sorrow over their 
untimely and dishonored frraves.* 

Of the lar^'e family of children Ijorn to Daniel Buck in Norwich, 
nothing further is known. So far as ascertanied, none of his desccnd- 

*D. A. A. Back was buried in the Cong^ressional barying gronnd at Washington, the 
Vermont delegation in a body attending his remains to tiie grave. Hy the influence of the 
Vermont deleg^ation in Congress, he wa*; more than once restored to his clerkship, after 
dismissal on account of his intemperate habits, on his solemn promise to reform. [So 
wrote Honorable Hiland Hall in Febniaryt i88Si almost ninety years oldf and member of 
Congress from Vermont 1833-1843]. 
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ants have remained in tlie vicinity as permanent residents. Four ehil- 
dren at least, we are told, of D. A. A. Buck survived him at Washinj;- 
ton, two sons and two daujrhters. One of the sons, of brilliant promise, 
died while comparatively a young man. The second, Daniel by name, 
was many years a clerk there, where he was remarkably efficient and 
useful to eongressional committees as he was able to find readily any- 
thing wanted belonging to the library or archives of Congress. For his 
valuable aerviees in .this direction be was kept in office by the Vermont 
delegation when he would otherwise have lost his place; for he, too, 
inherited or possessed the fatal family appetite for spirituous liquors. 
He lived for many years with a maiden sister in Washington, but both 
are now deceased. The other sister, married and residing somewhere in 
the West, is supposed to be still living. 



THE BUSH FAMILY 

Captain Timothy Bush, the progenitor of this family in town, came 
to Norwich in the early days of its settlement (from what place ia not 
known). He married Deborah House, and they had ten children (five 
of whom were born in Norwich), vts., John, Barzilla, Timothy, Fair- 
banks, Alexander, Bela, Harry, Nathaniel, Mary, who married Na* 
thaniel Seaver, and Lavina, who married Doctor Hamilton of Lyme, 
N. II. 

Captain Bush appears as a voter in town in 1772, and March 9, 1799, 
he was chosen one of the board of five selectmen. He was prominent 
in town affairs till about the time he removed to the State of New 
York (about 1809), where, it is reported, he died in 1815. It is cur- 
rent with some persons that he ended bis days here in Norwich and that 
he was l)iiried in the old graveyard near the mouth of I*ompanoosuc 
river, but no gravestone can be found to indicate his burial there. 

When Captain Bush located in Norwich it was in the Pompanoosuc 
section of the town, where he became an extensive landowner. 

ITe was one of the original proprietors of the town of Orange, Vt., 
chartered by the state in August. 1781. His S(m, John, with Paul 
I'irighani, NathamVl Senvci-. .John IIil)l)ar(l, Klihu White, and .Tohn 
White, were other Norwich men who were proprietors o£ that town, 
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and his sons, Fairbanks and TimotBy, Jr., were among the early set- 
tlers of the place, the former being elected selectman and also lister on 
the first organization of the town, Mareh 9, 1796. 

What follows will show how Captain Bush served his state in a 
military capacity. We are allowed to copy from a private letter the 
following information which the writer obtained from the Adjutant 
Qeneral's office at Montpelier, Yt. : 

''From a pay-roll of Captain Timothy Bush's company in Colonel 
Joseph Marsh's regiment, it appears that Timothy Bush served as a 
captain one month and twenty days from August 16, 1777, and re- 
ceived £5-1-8. 

*'Also, we find that Timotl^ Bush served ss a oaptain four days in 
1777 to sssist the Strafford people in their retreat, and received £2-()-0. 

"And under the direction of Major Whiteomb, January 21, 1780, 
it appears that Timothy Bush served as captain one month and twenty- 
five days, and received £15-6-8. 

''Also under the direction of Colonel Peter Olcott at the time the 
enemy came to Royalton, Octoher 16, 1780, Captain Timothy Bush 
served three days, and received £1-9-4. 

*'And from a pay-roll, Captain Timothy Bush's Company of Militia, 
employed in g:uarding and scoutinp: at Strattord at the time of the 
alarm at Newbury, under Colonel Olcott, served seven days, and re- 
ceived £2-1-4. 

"And Timothy Bush served one day in 1781, and received £0-8-8." 



FAIRBANKS BUSH 

It is probablr' that this son of Captain Timothy Rush came to Nor- 
wich with his father when the latter setthxl in town, llis place of 
birth is not known tu us. He first appears as a voter in town in 1807. 
He married Amy Yeomans. 

Previous to 1796 he lenioved to Oranf^e, Vt.. ])u( later returned to 
Xorwieh, where he died February 24, 1873, lacking; but twelve hours 
of having rounded out a life period of one hundred years. 

Fairbanks Bush was Norwich's minstrel poet. "We are told that the 
spirit of our modern age is unfavorable to poetry. However that may 
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be, the poetical temperament and endowment are still found among 
nen — ^the poet is still born in the world. 

Among onr own townsmen, Mr. Bnsh was endowed in some degree 
with the poetie gift As being a natural mogieiaii also, his poetry for 
the most part took a lyrieal shape, which is everywhere the earliest and 
simplest artificial form of poetieal composition. ''Lyric poetry is made 
to be snng, and is song in its nature and essence." Mr. Bush was 
accustomed to sing his own verses very often from memory. Many 
that he composed and sung were never committed to writing, and con- 
sequently have been lost b^ond recall. We give in the latter part of 
this book a few specimens of the style and scope of his verse. 

As has so often "been the case with the noble fraternity of the poets, 
fortune did not always smile upon the lot of Mr. Bush. Perhaps he 
had not worldly thrift; clearly his affairs were often involved in diffi- 
culty. The insatiate creditor, with his ally the sheriff^ dogged his 
footsteps; evidences of which the reader will find in his verses. But 
though poverty may have clouded his life, there is no proof that his 
telnper was soured or ever gave way to misanthropy. His pent up 
feelings found relief in song. He once wrote a cutting lampoon upon 
a Hartford lawyer who had sued him out of town. It happened that 
the attorney fell sick, and soon after died, from which the saying arose 
that he died of vexation — ^the effect of Bush's poem. 

In his personal conduct he was exemplary. lie was amon^ the 
earliest of his townsmen to denounce the 'crime of slavery. Tliere 
is reason to beliove that the author of "Norwich Wears the Bell" had 
thoujrht and felt deeply eonceming the falling: off in the standing and 
repute of the town from the standard that prevailed in its early days. 
The movement of the verse is sprightly, but the undertone is sad. The 
innovations which he sees ereepinjj: into Norwich society are not cre- 
ntures of his ima<;ination, but public scandals, deserving the reproba- 
tion of all good men. 



PROF. GEORGE BUSH 

(toorpf* Hush. oTip of the most eminent Biblical scholars and Oi*i- 
entalists of his time lu America, was born in Norwich, Vt,, June 12, 
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1796, a son of John and Abigal (Marvin) Bush, and grandson of Capt 
Till lot hy Bush. 

The boyliood of CJeor«rp Bush was mostly passed in Ilaiiovri'. N. IT., 
whither his father riMiioved wiuni he was quite youii^'. The sou j^ave 
early iutlieatioiis of su])erior iiitelii<rence. TTis eklest sister says *'he 
had a ravishiuu' hne of books from her liist icmeiiibrance uf hitn.'* 
lie frequented the College library at llajiovci- and would brin^^ home 
ponderous vohunes — almost as lar'jo as hr conhl ear'ry. Ohl residents 
remember him ridiut? to iinll on horHei)Hek with his face hidden in the 
pages of an open bo.tK ihat he hehl before him. At the a<re of nineteen 
he entered Dartmouth College, graduatiiiu in 1818 with the valedictory 
and the highest honors of his class, which was of more than avei age 
ability, containinpr among others such scholars as Profcssoi- William 
Chamberlain of Dartmouth College, and the late Professor Thomas C. 
llpham of Bowdoiu College. During a part of his coUecre course, Mr. 
Bus]] was u private tutor in the family of Honorable Mills Olcott, and 
there probably was formed au intimate friendship between himself 
and Kufus Choate of the class of 1819. The two young men chummed 
together during the college course, and Mr. Choate ever after kept a 
high regard for and estimate of his college friend. After teaching one 
year in the Orange County Grammar School at Randolph, Yt., Mr, 
Bnsh eommeneed the stody of theol(Hi^ at Prineeton Seminary, where 
he graduated in 1821, in the same class with Albert Barnes. He re- 
sided one or two years afterwards at Prineeton as tutor in the College 
of New Jersey, preaching oecaaionally in various places in the vicinity, 
al^& in 1824 went west on a missionary trip, which resulted in his set- 
tlement the following year over a Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, 
Ind., where he remained three or four years. 

In 1823, he married a daughter of Honorable Louis Oondict of 
Morristown, New Jersey, by whom he had one son, who died at the 
age of twenty-nine years — ^I^f rs. Bu^ dying in 1828 or 9, and diffi- 
culties with the Presbytery having arisen as to the soundness of the* 
young preacher'^ views in regard to the Presbyterian form of church 
government, the pastoral relations with the church were dissolved and 
Mr. Bush returned to the East and soon after established himself in 
New York City, where he remained for more than twenty years de* 
voting himself to authorship, lecturing, and scholarly pursuits. 
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In 183kL, Mr. Bush was made Professor of Hebrew and Oriental Lit- 
erature in the TTniversity of New York, and the next year he published 
"The Life of IMahomet," his first book, it being Volume X of Har- 
per's Family Library. In 1833. the Treatise on the Millennium" 
appeared, and in 1835 his Hebrew Grammar." His "Commentaries 
on the Old Testament," which went through many editions, were 
bron}j;ht out in 1840. "The Doctrine of the Resurrection" followed in 
1845. "Mesiiier and Swedenbor<r" in 1R47. His last book, "Priest- 
hood and Clero:y Unknown to Christiatiily. " the most radical and un- 
popular oi' all liis works, was published in 1857. Several minor ])ub- 
lications of transient iiiterpst also followed at various times, and he 
was always a frequent eontni)utor to periodicals and newspapers. The 
substance of several of his hooks was first jriven in the form of lectures 
in several cities and towns in New York and New Ensrland. 

For several years prior to 1S45, T^-ofessor Bush had been slowly 
driftui^' away from the orthodox Uit-oloiiy in which he had been edu- 
cated, and eventually embraced the doctT-ines of Swedenbor":. From 
the time of his adhesion to the SwedenborL;ian or New Church, liis old 
friends and associates in the Presbyterian and ConLrreEratioual 
Churches, with few exceptions, immediately gave him tlie cold shoulder. 
One of the exceptions was Rev. Asa D. Smith, then pastor of a Presby- 
terian Church in Brooklyn, N. Y., and for many years after President 
of Dartmouth Colle<:e. 

It is impossible not to feel great respect for Professor Bush — both 
i'oi- his head and his heart, lor liis intellect and great learning, and for 
his character and life. 

He died September 19, 1859. 



PAUL BRIGHAM 

Hon. Paul Brigham, son of Paul and Catharine (Turner) Brigham, 
born in Coventry, Conn., January 17, 1746; married, October 3. 1767, 
Lydia Sawyer, of Hebron, Conn.; came to Norwich from Coventry, 
in the spring of 1782, bringing his family with him, all of his children 
having been born in Connecticut. In 1788, he built the house on 
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**Brig:ham Hill," for many years occupied by his great-irr}uid(lau;j;litpr, 
the late Miss Louisa I). T^rij^ha:.:. .The farm had been previously owned 
and occupied by Elilm Baxter. 

In what esteem Mr, Brijjham was held by the people of his adopted 
state and town, is shown under appropriate heads in other piaet.s in 
this volume. 

Captain Paul Brigham in the Revolutionary Army, June — 

August 1777. 

Mr. Briglmin sei-ved four years as Captain in the Coutineiital Army 
in a Connecticut re^'iment eoininanded, tirsst, ])y Colonel Chandler and 
afterwards by Colonel Isaac Sherman, lie entered the Army Jan- 
uary 1, 1777. and was discharsred April 22. 1781. A portion of the 
time he served under the inunediate command of Washinu-ton. and was 
engaged in the important battles of Gcrmantown. T^Iotnnouth, and 
Fort Mifflin. He was enlisted by General McDou*ial from Coventry, 
Conn., and his regiment seems to have been largely compojsed of men 
from that section of the State. 

We have been privileged to read a fragment of a diary kept by Cap- 
tain Brigham during a part of his army bervice ai)ove the ''High- 
lands," which does not cover the time when any of the above named 
battles were fought (at that time the portion of the army to which he 
was attached was servinL' on the Hudson River), and is made up of 
brief mention of incidents of camp life, reginieutal and brigade drills, 
marchings and eounter-marellinL^s along the banks of the lower Hudson 
River near tin Highlands where the portion of the American Army to 
which he was attached was doing guard duty, their inunediate object 
being to prevent Sir Henry Clinton, the British commander in New 
York, from uniting with General Burgoyne at that time moving south- 
ward from Ticonderoga. This record shows Captain Brigham to be a 
good soldier and a true patriot, zealous for his country's cause and ever 
interested in promoting the health and well-being of the men of his 
eommand. Officers who were in the late war will not fail to note some 
things that will remind them of their own experience of camp life 
eighty years later. The record opens abruptly : 

Paul Brigham. Sr., was married to Catharine Turner July i, 1741. lie died May 3, 
i746» ag«d twenty'dght jreaia His father died when the son was but a few months old. 
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**June 1777. Stmok tents about 4 oVIoek p. ni.. and be^au 
our march hack again for reekskill. Marched back as far as the chui'ch 
and encamped. 

"June 24. Colonel Couithmd had two men whipped 100 stripes for 
stealing, each one of which was drummed out of camp, 

**June 25. Bejzan our nuirch for thu river. I was so much unwell 
that 1 ^ot a horse and rode on ])et'()ie the Brigade. Had a sick day, 
but hy night the brigade came to the ferry, where we encamped that 
night. 

**June 26*^^. Crossed the f Hudson] river. The Brigade nuiic-iud to 
the Grand I'arade aiul stayed that night, but I stayed behind with 
Captain Mattocks at the landing. 

**On the 27*^' the b;ngade marched and encamped on a high hill one 
mile above Captain Drake's battery. I remained so much unwell 
that I got liberty to go one mile out of Camp to Mr. Graylocks', where 
I stayed 7 or 8 days, Mr, Sill stayed with me. 

''July 4^1*. I went into camp and found we had orders to be mus- 
tered, 

"On the 5*^ I went after the Judge Advoeate to come and swear a 
number of men that bad not taken the oath. Lt Brigham arrived 
with some men that belonged to my company. 

''July 9^. This day heard that the enemy had got possesion of Ti- 
conderoga. Last night being dark and rainy, 2 prisoners made their 
escape from the Provost Guard where Captain Mattocks had com- 
mand, 

"12^^. To our grief the bad news of our defeat at the Northwest 
was confirmed. This day Col. Chandler joined the regt. 

"Sunday, 13^^, News came that our army was retreated to Fort 
Edward without a tent to cover them, 

"14*'^. I went down as far as Peekskill^ and when I returned I 
learned that Paul Haradon was dead. He was the second man that 
I have lost out of my Company, 

"15*^. This day Eng^ House came to see me and informed me that 
my family were well. Had intelligence that Gen. Washington was at 
Pnmpton with a considerable part of his Army. 

16^K This day the Regt. exercised, and as Capt. Mansfield's Com- 
pany was exercising, one of their field pieces accidentally [exploded]. 
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The fire caught one man's powder box and blew him up and burnt him 

very much. 

"July 17***. I saw at ^uard mounting a netjro whipped 100 stripes 
for aiding and assisting: the enemy — in drivinj^ off c attle to them. Like- 
wise heard that our troops at Port Stanwix had taken a great number 
of prisoners. In the p. m., went on the Grand Parade and saw Cols. 

Wy lye's and Demming's Regts. manoeuvre. 

" 18''*. On the Grand Parade I saw 8 men whipped each a hundred 
lashes for desertion. In the p. m., the Regt. was reviewed by Gen. 
McDougal and I thought made a very good appearance. 

This morning I went clown to Gen. VMrnnni's headquarters, 
to awry a report to Maj. Hoyt. In the evening I was warned on 
guard. 

<<o()tii I ■went, on (iraud Parade and tcom thence with my miard 
to the ehureh noar Kintx's Perry, where 1 relieved Maj. Johnston. 
This day T.(» d Sterling *s DiviAiou crossed the river and went up to- 
wards Peek skill. 

"21"*. After I was relieved I nunvlit-cl honic iiecVl a letter from 
my family informing me they were all well. (Jen. Sullivatr.s Division 
cros.sed the river this eveniiii: and iiR'ainpod on the Grand Parade. 

*'22^. Lord Sterling had a man hanged as a spy at Peeicskill Land- 
ing. 

"25*^. Visited the sick in the hospital and the prisoners in the 
Provost Guard. 

"27**'. Last nijL^ht Sam' Allen of my Company died. 

"28"'. News from New York that the enemy had j:o ic from there 
on some expedition. 

**30*''. Had Paul llaradon's clothing appraised and delivered to 
his brother, David H. Had orders to be ready to cross the river next 
day. Rec*d some shirts for my Company. 

"SV^, Sent our baggage across the river. Eec'd some wages. 

"Aug. 1"^. Capt. Hide and Lt. Adams were discharged 1^ serviee. 

"Aug. 2^. Sent our sick to the hospital and prepared to maitih. 
Toward night we marched as far as Yerplanks and pitched our tents 
very late in the evening. 

"Aug. 3'. Got ready as soon as possible and crossed the river. 
' Marched abopt 4 miles but the rain stopped our furtjier m^r^h* 
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"On the 4^'' had countei- orders and bejran our march back — crossed 
the river au:ain. A Hau: of tnice from New York arrived as our troops 
\vere ero.ssiiif^, to obtain a pardon for Edward Palmer, who was to be 
executed this day. Returned back and encamped on our old ground. 
I went up to the hospital to visit the sick — had a wet nisrht. 

Aug. 5***. T went back to Verplanks to see Iitnv eJoseph Kingsbuiy 
did, as he was left behind. Found lie was a little better. 

**Aii^. 6^'\ The camp was visited this morning by Gen. McDouiral. 
About 11 o'clock I went with a number of our officers to a line din- 
ner at Capt. Hart's. Returned at evening. The officers were re- 
quested to send their pretensions for rank. 

**Aug. T***. Visited the sick in the hospital. 

"Aug. 8^^. The whole Army went to Qallows Hill to the execution 
of Edward Palmer. The militia eame in to join the army here. 

'*Aug. 9^. Went to the hospital to visit the sick. Ensign Tilden 
taken aiek. I went out whortleberry in g — got caught in a sadden 
shower and much wet 

"Aug. 10^^. Qot Ensign Tilden out of camp. 

"Aug. 11^. Went on Grand Parade. Saw 2 men whipped for 
desertion, and one pardoned for sleeping on his post. Went to Gen. 
McDougal's to swear to Pay Rolls; in the afternoon on fatigue. 

"Aug. 12^. This day^e first RegtL Court Martial was held that 
ever was held in the Regiment Some whipping followed. ' ' 

The above extracts give us a realistic picture in miniature of the 
daily life in eamp and on guard duty of the American soldier in 1777. 
Captain Brigham was then in the prime of life — ^thirty-two years old — 
but as yet had seen no fighting. The next winter he was to spend with 
his comrades in misery in Valley Forge, after having had his mettle 
tried at Fort Mifflin and Germantown the autunm following. 



DUCTUll THOMAS S. BRIGHAM 

Was the oldest st^n of Honorable Paul Brigham, and was born in 
Coventry, Conn., in 1769, coming to Norwich with his father when 
twelve years of age. 

After reaching his majority b9 studied medicine (with what pme- 
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titioner is not known) possibly with Doctor Joseph Iiewi& This was 
before the founding of Dartmouth Medical College. 

When about twenty-five years old Mr. Briirham married Polly Dana, 
bom in 1769, a daughter of General James Dana, and settled in town, 
where he practiced his profession for several years previous to 1809, 
when he removed from Norwich, proinjr to Amesbury, Mass., where he 
married for the second time, becoming the father of five children by 
this union. From Amesbuiy he removed to Maine, where he located 
as a practicing physician. 

While livinj^ in Norwich three sons and two daughters were bom 
to Doctor Rrinhani. These children and their mother remained in Nor- 
wieh aftei- the hiisbaTid and father removed from town, and the family 
were iievcM- reunited thereafter. 

Doctor Brii;liam is said to have attained considerable eminence in his 
profession, lie died in 1821, 



ZEBINA COIT 

The death of Zebina Coit at Norwich, September 28, 1886, aged 
dghty-one years, removed another of the ancient landmarks of the 
town. Mr. Ooit was a son of Captain Samuel Coit, who emigrated to 
Norwich from the town of the same name in Connecticut over one 
hundred years ago, and who married Mary Burton, sister of Pierce 
Burton, Esq., and Henry Burton, at Norwich in 1788. 

'II jjneient seat of the Coit family — a family historic in the annals 
of Coiuiecticut — was in and around New London. Captain Coit, at 
that time a youth of nineteen, was present as a soldier at the burning 
of *that town by the British under the traitor Benedict Arnold, and 
the bloody massacre of the fjarrison of Port Griswold on Groton 
Heights, on the opposite bank of the river, at the same time. He died 
at Norwich in 1851 in his eighty-ninth year. 

Zebina Coit, born in 1805, lived all his days on the paternal home- 
stead, situated on the hei«;ht of land in the northwest part of the town 
n(ai- the town lines of Strafford and Sharon. Here Captain Coit 
Uept foi many years a well known hostelry, in the old times of stage 
coaches and travel over tlie liii-npikc road laid through town from 
Cnelsea court house, aud thence to ^loutpeiier in the year 1807. 
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By reason oT the ^jreat longevity ot his father and himself, Zebina 
Coit, was, so far as known to the writer, the only survi\nTi<r represen- 
tative of the second veneration of Xorwieh inhabitants -the ehildren of 
the first settlers of the town. One by one ilie old families that settled 
np the town and have been more or less identified witli its histor>' for a 
ceutnry or more, are passing away. Tn eoiuiiion with all rural New 
England, the proeess of depletion of iUs population by removal of its 
>()unii men and women from town to the West and to the cities has 
Jong been going on. For more than one luuidred years now there has 
been one constant, unbroken stream of emigration going out from ns. 
Prol)ably there is not a state or a tei ritory in the Union where may 
not be found natives of Norwich or descendants of these. 

With the death of Mr. Coit the family name becomes extinct in town. 



GEORGE MUSALAS COLVOCORESSBS 

[By Captain G. P. Colvocoresses] 

Born in Scio, Grecian Archipelago, Octol>er 22, 1816. During the 
Greek Revolution the Turks invaded that island in 1822, and after 
narrowly escaping the massacre that followed, George with his mother 
and two young sisters were carried captives to Smyrna. Through 
friends in that city he was ransomed and sent in an American brig to 
Baltimore; much kindness was shown him by members of the Greek 
Relief Committee, and the story of his misfortunes excited the sym- 
pathy of Captain Alden Partridge, head of the military academy then 
at Nor\vieh, who offered to receive and provide for young Colvocoresses 
as his son. Aeeordingly, he was sent to Norwich atnl his kind bene- 
factor edneated him in his military academy and secured for him an 
appointment in the United States Navy in 1832. 

He was a passed midshipman in the Wilkes Kxploring Kxpedition 
in the Pacific, 1838- '42, and saw Bervice in all parts of the world 
during his naval career. 

He married Miss Eliza Freelon Malsey, niece of Captain Thomas W. 
Freelon, U. S. N., in 1846, an4 Norwich continued to be his home untii 
1863; 
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As lieutenant and second in oommand of the U. 8. S. "Levant," on 
the China station, he took part in the bombardment and eaptnre of 
the Barrier Forts in the Canton River. 

At the outbreak of the Civil War he was ordered to the U. S. S. 
."Supply" and promoted to commander; while in this ship he captured 
the Stephen Hart" of Liverpool, loaded with arms and ammunition 
for the rebels. He was in constant service along the Atlantic coast 
and in the Gulf of Mexico; blockading the coast of Georgia in the 
I J. S. S. "Saratoga," he conducted several raids into the enemy's 
country, captured troops, dispersed meetings of rebels, and destroyed 
salt works and stores. For his zealous and efficient services he was 
twice thanked in general orders by Admiral Dahlgren and also received 
the special commendation of the Secretary of the Navy. 

At the close of the war Captain Colvoeoresses commanded the U. S. S. 
"Wauehusett" and later the U. S. S. ''St. Mary's" in the Padfie 
where he gave valuable protection to United States citizens in Val- 
paraiso during operations of the Spanish fleet against the Republic 
of ChiU. 

In 1867 he was retired with the rank of captain. 

His second wife was Miss Adeline Maria Swasey, of Claremont, 
N. H., a sister of Mrs. Alden Partridge. By his first wife he had 
four children, George Partrid^re Colvoeoresses, Franka Eliza, wife of 
J. Denison Champlin, Jr., of New York, Eva Freelon, married to Q. E. 
Jones of Litclificld Conn., and Ellena Seaman, wife of Doctor Charles 
W. Haddock of Beverly, Mass. 

Ca|)t;tia Colvoeoresses was the author of a book called "Four Years 
in a (fovernment Expedition," narrating events of the first scientific 
explorations made by our navy in foreign waters. He met an untimely 
death by the hands of assassins in Bridgeport, Conn., on the night of 
June 3, 1872. 



GEORGE PARTRIDGE COLVOCORESSES 

Born in Norwich, April 3d, 1847, only son of Captain G. M. and 
Eliza F. Colvoeoresses. 
During the civil war he served in the navy aa captain's clerk for 
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over two years on board the IT. S. ships "Supply" and "Saratoga.** 
He was a cadet at NorwiGh University and subsequently entered the 
(J. S. Naval Academy in 1864, graduating in 1869. His naval service 
has been performed on all the foreign stations and on shore as an in- 
structor at the Naval Academy and at the Hydrographie Office. Pro- 
moted to Ensign 1870, Master 1872, lieutenant 1875, Lieutenant-Com- 
mander 1897, Commander 1900, Captain 1905. 

Lieutenant-Commander Colvocoresses was executive officer of the 
cruiser "Concord** in Commodore Dewey's squadron at Manila and 
was advanced five nnmbers in his grade for * 'eminent and oonspieuous 
conduct in battle." llo returned home as executive oflicer of the 
flag-ship **01ympia." TIk' followin^r two years he was engaged in 
preparing for publication the "Naval War Records of the Rebellion,*' 
after which he was appointed to the comman<l of the U. S. Cruiser 
"Lancaster," and later the cruiser "Yankee." Since the expiration of 
this sea duty he has been employed at the New York Navy Yard. 

Commander Colvocoresses married Miss Mary Dwight Baldwin of 
New York City in 1875 and has two sons, — George ]\f., a graduate of 
Ynlo ! Tiiversiiy. and mining engineer, and Harold, lieutenant U. S. 
Marine Corps. 



COOK FAMILY 

Tliifn^ brothel's, J^anmel. Francis, and Lyman, with Iheir two sisters, 
f children of JdiiMtlian and Lydia ! Aldrich] Cook's, ran away from the 
Siiaker settlenu-tit a1 Lancaster, Mass.. where they had been placed by 
their parents heCoie 1800. and came to this vicinity at an early day. 
Samuel settled in Xoi u ich, and married Anna Pratt, by whom he had 
nine children. From Samuel the later generations of Cooks in town 
were descended. 

Francis also located in Ncirwich. on the farm now occupied by David 
Sargent, and there he lived and died, lie was never married. 
Lyman settled in Thetford. 

Another brother, Washington, settled in New York State, and him- 
self and his son were made prisoners by the Indians, and taken to 
Canada, but were subsequently released from captivity. 
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Seventeen Aeres of the farm where Samuel Cook located were bought 
by him at auetlon when they were sold for taxes, and fifty acres were 
purchased at private s&\e from Stephen Percival. 

Leonard Cook, son of Samuel, died at Norwich, on the paternal 

acres, May 13, 1886, aged seventy-seven years. He was the last sur- 
viving child of his parents' nine children, ail of whom lived to have 
children of their own, — sixty, all told. 

Mr. Cook's son, Royal E., now resides in Norwich Village, having 
removed from the ancestral home several years since, leaving it in 
the passession of his son, George, whose children are the iifth generation 
of the family to live on the place. 



THE CURTIS FAMILY 

Simeon Curtis came to Norwich from lipbanon. Conn., as early hs 
The year 177-1 in wliicli yf»ar he was elected one of the town assessors, 
and located near llie soulh line ot Ihc town, on the farm where Henry 
S. Goddard now lives. Mr. Cnitis died in 1779 at the age of fifty- 
eight years, nnd liis Lnave is I'tumd in the old eenielery at Norwich 
village among the L^raves of (•tiier early settlers and near that of his 
gifted son, Abel Curtis, who survived his father only four y(^arH. 

But little is now known of tlie Curtis i.iinily, ns its last re[)resenta- 
tives seem to have disiippcared from town more than half a century 
ago. The maiden name of Mi-s. Simeon Curtis was Sarah Hutchinson, 
and the home of the family was at "Lebanon Crank" as it was called, 
or that part of Lebanon which is now Columbia, (.'onn., and which 
was the immediate locality of Moor's Indian Charity School founded by 
Doctor Eleazer Wheelock, out of which grew Dartmouth Ck>Ilege. 

Captain Solomon Cushman, who came to Norwich the same year with 
Simeon Curtis, had married in 1768, at Lebanon Crank, Sarah 
Curtis, probably a daughter of Simeon Curtis. He removed to Tun* 
bridge, Yt., in 1784, where he was preceded several years by Elias 
Curtis, another son of Simeon, who had previously lived in Norwich, 
and where two or more of his children were bom (Elias, b. July 
4, 1776 — ^Abijah, b. March 11, 1781), but had removed and was living 
near the first branch of White River in Tunbridge at the time of the 
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burhmg of Royalton in 1780, and who was earried into captivity io 
Canada at that time» where he remained till the close of the war. Eiiaa 
Curtis died in Tunbridge, October 16, 1830, just fifty years to. a day 
from the tame of the attack on Royalton, haying been a prominent and 
mu^ esteemed citizen of that town, which he represented in the legis- 
lature and in the conyention which in 1791 adopted the constitution 
of the United States, preliminary to the admission of Vermont into the 
Union. The wife of Elias Curtis was also Sarah Hutchinson and sister 
()f Abijah, John, and Hezekiah Hutchinson, all from Lebanon, Conn., 
and pioneer settlers in Tnnbridge and Royalton. 

A brother of Elias Curtis, Simeon Curtis, Jr., married Abigail Rood 
of Royslton and settied in Tunbridge at an early day, and reared a 
family of five children. Two of his sons, Abel Curtis and Asahel Cur* 
tis, removed in 1810 to 4:he new t/ovni of Lowell, Vt., where they were 
distinguished for their enterprise and intelligence in building up the 
town. Abel Curtis was the first town clerk of Lowell, an office which 
he held twenty-seven consecutive yeare, with two years* exception; was 
the first justice of the peace, which .position he held twenty years ; the 
first postmaster : built the first frame house; the first grist mill; was 
member of constitutional convention, etc. He died in 1879 at a very 
advanced age. 

Asahel Curtis represented Lowell in the legislature in 1S12, '14, and 

18. 

Don Briirhaiii Curtis, son of Abel Curtis, has been torwn clerk of 
Lowell since 18<)B. has represented lliat town in the legislature two 
years, as has also, repeatedly, Don Eugene Cuitis, a son of Don H. 
Roth of these have for many years been leadinir nien in bnsine«.s and 
public affairs in Tiowell. and the Curtis family are altogether still 
showing a strong vitality and sti-ength of ehnracter. 

Of the Curtis family in Norwich, two dauirhters of Abel Curtis, 
Rs<|., survived liim. Ijiiey. the eldest, M)()rn February 22, 1780), 
married Hon. Thomas Emerson. Of the younger, Sally, (born De- 
cember 6, 1782), we have no information. 

Samuel Curtis, probably a sou of SimctMi Curtis, married Amy 
Chandler, May 8. 1788. He is believed to have lived on the Simeon 
Curtis farm fnow 11. R fioddard's). Several children were born to 
liim trom this union prior to 17^4, of whom Abel Curtis (boru Oc- 
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tober itB, 1790) was one. Still later Solomon Gnrds seems to liave 
owned and oceupied the same premises. He sold the farm to Doetor 
Joseph Lewis in 1800, and from that date the Curtis family, so far as 
we are informed, disappears from Norwich. 



ABEL CURTIS 

In the abundance of able men that adorned the first twenty-five 
years of the history of the town, there is no more brilliant name than 
that of Abel Curtis. 

He was a son of Simeon Curtis and came with his father from Leb- 
anon, Conn., where he was born June 13, 1755. 

The son jrraduated from Dartmouth Collejie in the cla.ss of 1776, 
being the first ^aduate from this town, one year earlier than the Rev. 
Asa Burton. 

Abel Cui'tis is first mentioned in eoiinection with town afTairs in 
November, 1778, when he wns ehostni (h^lciiato to the Cornish cotivp?!- 
tion of December following, in company with i*eter Olcott and i^'alhan- 
iel j^rown. 

B'roni this time until his death in 17H3 — a period lull oi" iiuportaut 
events shaping the futuie of state and country— he was prominent in 
all the transactions of the town, representative for three years in the 
les^nslature ; serviuL' on many eoinuiittees ; delejjate to Contrress in 1782, 
with Ira Allen and Jonas Fay: assistant judjre of the county <'ourl in 
1782; deleijate to the ("harlcstown convention of January, 1781, sitlinf' 
at Windsor, by the Joint aetion of which with the le«;islature of Ver- 
mont, the second union of Xew Hampshire towns was ed'ected on the 
22nd of February, following; delegate to the Thetford convention «>f 
June 1782, by which he was commissioned agent of the towns of Hart- 
ford, Norwich, Bradford, and Newbury to carr}' to the (lovti nment of 
New Hampshire a memorial, drawn up by himself, proposing to place 
Mid towns under the jurisdiction of that state, in certain eoniingeucies. 
The last public service he performed for the state was as chairman of 
a legislative committee to secure the services of a state printer, whicli 
resulted in a contract with Hough and Spooner, who came to Windsor 
from Norwich, Conn., and acted as printers for the state for the term 
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of eight yeara. We have hardly spaee to enumerate the town offices 
he held in these years. He was elected town clerk in March, 1780. 
The records of the town meetings from the organization of the town up 
to the time of his death in 1783 are in his handwriting. 

These records he appears to have carefully copied from the note 
books and memoranda of earlier clerks and dearly arranged in a new 
volume. He was elected justice of the peace in 1781, was town treas- 
urer in , first selectman in 1781-^2, lister, grand and petit 

juryman, and representative elect to the legislature at the time of his 
death. He also acted as a member of a committee to build the lirst 
meeting house. 

An Unsxjnq Wobthy 

[ W. W. Morrill Esq. | 

In the old biiryinfr jrroiind on Norwich Plain, a criinihlintr tombstone, 
adorned with the marvellous skull and scroll-work of the Kevolutionary 
sculptor, bears the following inscription: 

• * 

"In Memory of 
"ABEL CURTIS, Esqr 

who 
"1783 
" Beneath 
« lies at 

•* whom heaven had blest 
"with Genious bright & love 

Divine which now in 
" Reims oi Glory Shine." 

The missing? words have disappeared with the shale ux>on which they 
were enjiraved, and must be souprht elsewhere or imagrined. 

At the foot of the jsrrave, upon another stono almost as large as the 

first, the inscription intact, as thonirh "the cai-kiiiL'" tooth nf time" had 

purposely spared to future generations this monument of orthography 

and song to the scholar whose glory is predicted, reads: 

"Abel 
" Curtis Esqr 
"HereHes|di»tof 
** one wbos Generous 

" soul is gone to seats 

"of high Renown 
" to ware a Glorious 
" Crown." 
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The first, though not the earliest, entries under the head of Mar- 
riages, Births, Deaths/' in the first book of records of the town of 
Norwich reads: 

"Abel Curtis married to Keada Brown, May 12, 1779." » 

"Luey Curtis, bom 22d February, 1780,'* and the opposite page is 
headed with: "Abel Gurtiss Esq' died October 7, 1783." 

The general catalogue of Dartmouth College contains, as it has or 
may have done for a century past, the following entry : 

"1776 Abel Curtis, f. A. M. 1783. 28" 

Who and what was Abel Gurtiss (for so the name is always spelled 
by himself) ; this youth who left his oZina mater at the age of twenty- 
one, whose subsequent career was almost coincident in time with the 
war of the Revolution, who became a farmer, a husband, and a father, 
and who died a hundred years ago, aged twenly-eight t 

A little book, believed to be the first literary production of a Dart- 
mouth graduate, or of a citizen of Vermont, as well as the first purely 
English prrammar written and published in America, but a single copy 
of which is now thought to exist, bears the following upon its title- 
page: 

"A compend of English Grammar; being an attempt to point out 
the fundamental principles of the English language in a concise and 
intelligible manner, and to assist in writing and speaking the same 
with accuracy and correctness. 

'"Written by Abel Gurtiss, A, B." 

** While Education bears her gentle sway, 

And we her precepts cheerfully obey ; 
While every breast glows with the gen'rous flame 
And Britons envy our increasing fame ; 
In mighty pomp America will rise, 
Het glories spreading to the boundless skies, 
' " Dresden , Dartmouth College, 

Printed by J. P. & A. Spooner, 1779." 

The events of the seven years between Abel Gurtiss' graduation and 
his death, crowded with the stirring scenes of the war for independence, 
are doubly interesting to the student of early Yermont history j they 
possess a still s:reater rlun ni for him of the Gonneeticnt river towns. 

When Abel Gurtiss left the college on the eastern bank for the farm 
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m the western, the united eolonieB had just declared thdr independence 
of the British erown, the people of the New Hampshire Grants, whose 
territory was separately claimed by Massaehnsetts, New Hampshire, 
and particularly New York, were about declaring themselves an inde- 
pendent state ; and the towns on either bank of the Conneetieut had a 
special concern that they might not be separated from each other in 
the diyision into states. So while with the new-made states they fought 
the savage and the Briton, common foes, the river settlers had three 
distinct contests to wage against individual states, and still another 
with whomsoevei; sought to make the Connecticut a boundary. 

The town of Norwich, now almost a Sleepy Hollow with a Deserted 
Village, was in Abel Curtiss' time one of the foremost towns in the 
infant commonwealth; so important that wheii the first Governor's 
Council was formed, in 1778, while other leading towns furnished each 
one of the twelve councillors, Norwich alone gave two. 

The records of the town bear ample testimony that the Norwich 
fathers were able and influential men ; so that when Abel Curtiss took 
the freeman *s oath it was by no means wholly for lack of efficient ma- 
terial that he was at once put forward as a leader in civic affairs; 
that now he is appointed upon a committee to lay out a highway from 
the river across the town ; now an assessor to assess the inhabitants to 
pay a scouting party ; now to take the list of inhabitants with a view to < 
. providing for the minister's support; now to estimate the value of the 
several pews in the new meeting house, the finest in the state; now *'to 
treat with the trustees of Dartmouth College respecting the expediency 
of endeavoring to obtain a lottery for the purpose of erecting a bridge 
across the river between this town and Dresden ' ' ; that he held all man- 
ner of town offices and several at a time — surveyor of highways, sealer 
of weights and measures, petit jiuyman, grand-juryman, selectman, 
town treasurer, town clerk, justice of the pejace; that he represented 
the town in the Vermont assembly in 1778, 1781, and 1782; that he was 
appointed a delegate to almast every one of the frequent conventions * 
in which his town was interested. Nor certainly in larger fields was. 
it from paucity of nble and experienced men that he became one of 
the judtres of the County Court ; that in company witli two of the f 
foremost men of the state he was sent to the American Con^rress at 
i'hiiadelphia to solicit admission to the Union ; that he was appointed 
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by the jrovenior a !:ieinb( r of tlie "board of war"; that he held other 
delicate and reKpoMsibie positio:;.-;. 

Important as were his services to town, county, and state, Abel 
Curtias' political labors were chiefly directed to keeping the Cou- 
necticut river tovvu.s united in civil relations. 

Prior to 1764 the t^iiitoiy of Xew Hampshiiv and V'tirniont had 
been under a siniile jurisdiction. The two bankn of the Connecticut 
had bten settled by neitrhbors, who had remained neif.dibors, whose 
customs and interests wer<' identical. The division in Colonial times 
had uU'ected them hut sliiihtly. But when it ])eeatiie a question of form- 
ing independent .states, the fcelinj? of indift'erenee j^ave place to one of 
great concern that the river towns should not be separated. 

Of these river towns, Norwich on the one bank was, as we have seen, 
important; on the other side was Dresden, the portion of Hanover, 
three miles square^ which contained the eoUege, and which New Hamp- 
shire had placed under the jurisdieticm of President Wheelock as 
magistrate. These two important places were centrally located from 
north to south, and approximately so from east to west, should Ver- 
mont be allowed to extend to "Mason's Line'*; and the capital, which 
would doubtless be located on the river, might well come to one of them. 

At all events, the college authorities were deeply interested, together 
with many east^bank towns, as was Norwich with those on the western 
bank, to remove the boundary from the river. What wonder that 
both parties saw in Abel Curtiss, one of the earliest graduates of the 
college, and doubtless the first collegian whom Norwich had produced, 
young, talented, and ambitious, a valuable coadjutor in their plans, and 
that he at once became a leader in the movement! 

Finally, no bettei- tribute can be i)aid to the patriotism of this 
almost prodigy of the olden time, tlian the reproduction of the follow- 
ing: extracts from a letter written to a college classmate wIjo had 
joined the enemy : 

'*For Mr. Levi Willard: 

"To the care of any patriot; supposed to be with the British forces 
at the Northward, unless taken. 
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**My dear WUlard: 

"You can hardly ^uess niy surprise and grief when first I heard the 
melancholy news that you liad forsakt'ii a father's house, friends, and 
aecjuaintances, and had jrone : gracious Heaven, where ? To join your- 
self with (let me .use as favorable terms as possible) those savage and 

unnatural destroyers of our country . If you think 

our cause unjust, I shall not at present multiply words ; only ask you 
to look into the natural and equal right every man has to freedom, and 
then see if one may in justice assume poifrer over another so as to 'bind 

hiui in all else whatever' . Tt is this arbitrary power these 

states are opposing; and indeed i am so convinced of the justice of our 
cause that should every man in the United States of America, even 
to his Excellency General Washington, willingly submit to the power 
of Britain, which I am confident is far otherwise, I should by no 
means be persuaded, that we are not fighting in the cause of heaven 

and mankind. That you may be thoroughly convinced of 

your error, return to your allegiance to the American States, be a 
faithful and true subject of the same, — and experience the happy, 
happy eflFects of a pardon from God and your country is, once dear 
sir, the hearty desire and prayer of your wdl wisher and my countiy 's 
devoted servant. 

"A. CUBTISS 

Dartmouth College, Sept. 22, 1777," 



DOCTOR SHUBABL CONVERSE 

The M'u of Shubael and Phoebe Converse, was hoiu at Randolph, 
Vt., September 7, 1805. He studied his profession with Doctor R, D. 
Mussey of Hanover, X. U., and at Dartmouth College, graduating at 
that institution in 1828. 

Soou after he settled in Stratt'urd. where he resided in the practice 
of medicine until 1837, when he purchased tlie business and homestead 
of Doctor Horace Hatch at the soutlieni border of Norwich village, and 
removing there was engaged in the active pursuit of his professional 
duties for a period of thirty years, until his sudden decease August 6, 
1867. Doctor Converse possessed in a high degree the respect and con- 
fidence of the community, both as a citizen and a physician. A man of 
enlightened views and much public spirit, he was especially interested 
' in the cause of popular education. He was superintendent of sehools 
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in Norwich from 1846 to 1854, and again in 1855 and 1856. AlU r the 
removal of Norwich Tiiiversity it> Xorthfield iu 1866, he was proniiuent 
in establisliin^^ the Norwich Classical and English Boarding Scliool the 
following year, lie represented the town in the lejrislatiire in 1845 and 
1846 and was chosen a Senator from Windsor County in 1855 and 
1856. Among other young men who pnrsued nn dical studies with 
Doctor Converse at Norwich were Doctor Henry Baxter of llighgate 
and Doctor Charles D. Lewis of Kentucky. 

Doctor Converse married in 1841, Louvia E. Morrill, daughter of 
David and Margery Morrill, of Strafford, Vt., to whom were bom two 
sons and three daughters. The eldest son, Charles B. Conyerse, grad- 
uated at Bartmoiith College in 1863, and is now a praetising physieian 
in Jersey City, N. J. He reeeived the deji^ee of M. B., at Belleyue 
noBpital Medical College in 1871. 

Doctor Converae was a cousin of Qovernor Julius Converse of Wood- 
stock, also a native of Randolph, where the Converse family appears to 
have been an influential and numerous family from an early period. 



RBAR-ADMTRAIi GEOBOE A. CONVERSE 

Bom at Norwich, May 1;^ 1844, son of Dr. Shuhael and Louvia 
(Merrill) Converse; was a cadet at Norwich T^'^niversity from IS;')!) to 
1861; graduated from the U. S. Naval Academy in 1864, with tlie high- 
est honors in a class of 64 members; attached to the European squad- 
ron, 1865- '69, 1870-9 and 1883-85; instructor at the torpedo station 
at Newport, R. I. ; in conunand of the U. S. S. Montgomery during the 
war with Spain ; now chief of the bureau of navigation, U. S. Navy. 
He married Laura Shelby Blood, daughter of Henry and Laura 
(Shelby) Blood, to whom were born several daughters. 

Admiral Converse's great ability in his chosen profession has re- 
ceived merited recognition from his brother officers. 



THE CUSHMAN FAMIliY 
The Chishnian family in New Kngland dates from the year 1621, the 
tirst after the landing of the Filgnms from the Mayflower, when Kob- 
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ort Cushiuaii, who was a prominent hnidcr and orL'^aiiizer of the Ply- 
mouth Colony, broujrht from England the earliest recruits and supplies 
to the wastpfl aiul fninishiiifi- settlement. 

A century and a lialf later Hulonion Cushman, a descendant of Rob- 
ert, in the sixth fjeneration. born at Plynipton, Mass., in 1745, }iaving 
inanicd Sarah Omtis. dnut;bte:- oi" Sijr.eon Curtis, at Lebanon, Conn., 
in 1768, removed to Norwich, probably in company with the Curtis 
family. 

Solomon Cnsliiiian i afterw ai'd known as Ca[)tain Solomon) was in 
Ihosc days a famous liunter and marksman, the terror of bears and 
eataniounts. He on.ee jsliot ami killed a deer at a distance of seventy- 
two rods. In the war of the Revolution he served throe years as lieu- 
tenant in the Norwich militia in the campaign of 1777 against Bur- 
^oyne, and the foliowinir two years on the northern frontier as captain 
of a company of Kan^'ers in the reo:iment of Colonel Timothy Bedel 
of Hav» ihili. X. II. His health wu.s much broken as a result of liis 
service in the army. In 1784 he removed to Tunbrid^e, Vt., where he 
died in 1799, at the age of fifty-four. His son, Benjamin H. Cushman, 
born in Norwich, recently died at Tuubridge, upwards of ninety years 
old, and the father of twelve ehildren. 

Three years after the removal of Captain Solomon Cushman to Tun- 
bridge, another Solomon Cushm&n^ the fifth in descent from Robert 
Cushman, the Pilgrim ancestor, came to Norwich from Willington, 
Conn., with his family. He was already a man of advanced years, and 
a portion only of his large family of grown up children seems to have 
accompanied him to his new home in Vermont. Of three sons who 
came, Job and Solomon, Jr., after some years* residence in Norwich 
(where Solomon married Charlotte Vincent), removed to the state 
of New York. Oliver, the remaining son, married Maria C. Thomas 
of Lebanon, N. H., in 1795, became a prosperous farmer and reared 
a family of eleven children. He died in 1852 aged eighty-three. Hlv 
aon, Oliver, Jr., who married Sophia, daughter of Timothy Tilden, in 
1839, occupied the paternal homestead near the banloi of Connecticut 
river. 

Joseph Cushman, a younger brother of Solomon, Sr., came to Nor- 
wich about the same time and settled in the western part of the town. 
He had previously served four years in the Bevolutionaiy army, an^ 
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had been jirtseiit at Monmouth and other important battles. He died 
here in 1848, at the aire of eighty-nine, having received a pension of $96 
a year for many years. He married Tabitha Jolmson, dauiiliter of 
Captain William Jolmson, of Williiigton, ('onn., in 1785. a sister of 
►Seth, Calvin, William, Janies a!id .lolm Johnson all eai'ly settlers of 
Norwich, and fonr of these also felluw soldiers in the Kevolutionary 
struggle. Mrs. Cushman died in 1856, aged eighty-eight years. Of 
the descendants of their four children, a granddaughter only, Mrs. 
Susan Ann Davis, widow of Oscar F. Davis, who died in Andersonville 
prison in 1864, survives in town. 



MOSES DAVIS 

The records in the U. S. Pension Office show that Mr. Davis married 
Sarah Sawyer, at Dracut, Mass., April 6, 1785. He came to Ilanover, 
N. H., in 1806 or '07, and from there to Norwich in 1813 or '14. He 
xyas a soldier at the Battle of Lexington and it is supposed that he 
was in the Battle of Bunker Hill. 

In 1777 he served at Fishkill on the Hudson and the next year at 
Valley Forge. He was one of the guard over the spy, Major Andre, 
one or two nights before he "was executed. The aggregate of Mr. 
Davis' service in the army was over two years. 



DOCTOR IRA DAVIS 

The son of Moses Davis, Esq., was born at Dracut, Mass., probably 
about the year 1797 or 1798. He established himself in the practice 
of medicine at Norwich Plain in 1830 or 1831, and there continued till 
his death in March, 1873. He was in constant practice of his profes- 
sion for more than thirty years. 

During his long residence in towji, Doctor Davis interested himself 
in a Gfreat variety of matters outside of his professional work. With 
William T. Porter* he edited and published the Vermont Enquirer 

*W. T. Poiter, vihOt in 1856, in connection with Geoig« WOkes, founded in New Yorli; 
City the spoitins paper caQe4 Porter's Spirit ^ the Times. 
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from 1829-1831. He was chiefly instrumental in organizing an Epis- 
copal church al)()iit 1835. He was a trustee of Norwich University 
from its start, and always active in its behalf. 

He was fruitful in projects of various kinds, many of whioh it was 
his fortune never to see realized. For many sessions of the legislature 
he regularly put in his petition for the establishment of a Bank of 
.Diseount at Norwich. 

In polities he was a strong partizan, and cultivated party spirit in 
all the relations of society. He was the only town clerk, as we are in- 
formed, who ever thought it necessary in recording' a statement of the 
vote of the town at local or general elections to designate the politics 
of the respective candidates for office opposite the name of each, on the 
record of the town. He often held public office in town, and was 
postmaster one or more terms. 

Doctor Davis was very well versed in matters outside of his pro- 
fession, in which he was considered a skillful practitioner, and but for 
a great degree of hesitancy towards exertion, either mental or physical, 
he might have reaped a happy reward for his eiforts toward gain. 

He was married (first) to Polly Hazeltine, by whom he 'had one child, 
Charles, who was living in one of the western states, not long since; 
(second) Rhoda "Slack, to whom were born Andrew, Frank, Bosella, 
Margaret and Belle, of whom only ^largaret and Belle are living,- the 
latter now holding an important clerical position in the police depart- 
ment of Boston, Mass., which position she has been an incumbent of for 
many years. ATargaret resides in Minnesota. The third wife was Eliza 
Crary, who had two sons, one of whom is Doctor Geoi^ Davis, a suc- 
cessful physician in Manchester, N. H. 

1^ 



THE DUTTON FAMILY 

The proiTPnitor of this family in Norwich was Sanuiel Button, a 
liiipal descendant nf Thomas Dntlon of Washington, Conn. Samuel 
Button was l)urn Match 1. 1707. and married Ahiirail Mcrriam, May 6, 
1729. He died in JJoyaltoii, Vt.. in 1802, and his wife April 6, 1799. 

Mr. Button came from Washington. Conn., to Hartford. Vt.. and 
from the latter place to Norwich, locating on wlmt m Cftlled Button hill, 
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a little west of Nonvich villajje. The ori*;inal farm, with later addi- 
tions, is now occupied by Otis Metcalf, son-in-law of the late Deacon 
John Diitton. 

Mr. Samuel Button married (first i Johanna Root in 1764; and 
(second) Rachel Benedict, in 1772, to whom wcvq born eight children. 

Mr. Dutton died Feb. 22, ISKl and his wife died July 1. 1828. 

Daniel Benediet. son of Samuel and l\aehel Dutton. was ))orn Aujjust 
22, 1773. and died at Xorwicli Seiitcmher 1, 1849, atzcd seventy-six 
years. His wife, Lorana (Smith), to wlioin he was married December 
5, 1796 (born February 15, 1779). died Se[)temher 15, 1857. Fioni 
Xorwich h<^ removed to Stovve, Vt.. and remained there until just befoi-e 
his father *s decease, when he returned to Norwich for a short time, then 
returned to Si owe. 

In 1834 he a^ain came to Norwich, and here died. 

The late Deacon John lyutton. s(m of Daniel B. and Lorana Hjorn at 
Stowe, Vt., Auffust 23, 1818). came to Norwich with his paients in 
1834, and contiiuud thereafter to reside on the ancestral acres until bis 
decease Januai'v Ki. 1888. 

Althoui^h a lifcloni? fanner. Deacon Duttou interested hiniiiclf in 
othei* ventures, at times, lie represented his town in the Lepslature 
in 1874 and 1876. lie was a devoted member of the Congregational 
church for many years. 

His wife (Harriet Anna Lord) to whom he was married June 14, 
1848, is still living. Their children were six in number, two of whom 
are 1ivin{»: Charles Sumner and Hattie Elizabeth, the latter the wife of 
OtisMetcalf. 



THE EMEBSON BKOTHEHS 

About the year 17d2» Elihu Emerson, just then arrived at his ma- 
jority, came to Norwich from Westfleld, Mass.; followed in 1795 by 
Joseph and later by Thomas, two younger brothers. 

These youn^ men became heads of families, and were prominent resi- 
dents in town for many years. 

!EJihu wfia blacksmitlji by trade, and carried on bvisiness in a shop 
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that lie built a short distance north of his residence on "Norwich 
Plain." 

For his first wife Mr. Emerson married Thankful Grant, and for his 
second wife Cynthia Brooks. The tirst wife died in 1834. aered fifty- 
eight years, and the second wife in 1861, a<;ed eighty years. ^If. Emer- 
son foll()wiii,u them in 1873, a1 the advanced af?e of over one hundred 
and two yeaiij. He died at his daughter's in Leicester, Mass., from 
which place his remains were brought to Norwich and placed in the 
village cemetery. 

By his first wife Mr. Emerson had three daughters : Charlotte, who 
married John Milton Partridge of Norwich; Harriet, who married 
Boctor Austin Flint, of Leieester, Mara. ; and Julia, who never mar- 
ried. 

Mr. Emerson was a very agile man until well along in years — 
placing his hands on his horse's back and mounting thereon from the 
ground on the seventy-first anniversary of his birth. 

Joseph and Thomas were inclined towards trade and speculation. 
Besides occupying the home field in this direction, they had, before 
1812, established large stores of general merchandise at Montreal and 
Detroit) doing a very extensive business. The latter place was, at 
that period, the general trading post and distributing point for a large 
portion of the Northwest Territory. They traded with the Indians 
and furnished the American army under General Hull and other 
commandera in that vicinity with large quantities of supplies, and did 
a very lucrative business. 

After having sold out there, Joseph Emerson was engaged consid- 
erably as a builder. He built both the Norwich University buildings, 
the "South Barracks" in 1819-1820, and the north building, a board- 
iri ' house, in 1830-1831, besides many private dwellings in town. He 
died at Norwich, January, 1857, at the age of eighty-four years, 
Thomas Emerson continued active in trade at Norwich and other 
plners. He was also prominent in building the new meetini? house of 
the South Congregational Society, at Norwich Plain, in 1817. After 
IS 20 he was actively engaged in politics. He represented the town 
1824^1829 as a Jackson Democrat. 

During some of thesie years the contest waxed veiy hot between the 
partissans of Mr. Emerson and those of Judge Loveland, who waa op- 
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jDosed to him in politics atid frequently a candidate for legislative 
honors. The strut.^rp:le was made mostly on personal grounds, as iar as 
we have been able to ascertain, 

yir. Emerson was a j^uod representative, in his day and on a small 
scale, of what has since come to be known as personal politics, and he 
was a good example of a political "boss." The scenes that attended 
electioneering and elections at this time are represented as sufficiently 
discreditable to the town. Rnin flowed as freely as water, and the 
amount of treating, drunkenness, and disorder was utterly sickening 
to sober minded people. 

He removed to Windsor in 1829 to become president of the Windsor 
Bank. The bank failed in 1835 or 1836, and after passing through 
an unpleasant ordeal as a consequence of the failure, Mr. Emerson went 
West never to return to Vermont. While at Windsor he built himself 
a costly dwelling house — said to be the finest residence in the state at 
that time. It is the place owned by Hon. E. W. Stoughton. The brick 
used in building it was all made at Norwich, and the granite for under- 
pinning and cellar was quarried here. These were all transported to 
Windsor by teams on the same day. 

Of course large quantities of liquor were consumed and some of the 
men who went with tiieir teams were said to have been several days in 
getting home. 



REVEKEiND SAMUEL GODDARD 

Mr. Goddard was bom at Sutton, Mass., July 6, 1772. We have no 
iuformation concerning his early life. His opportunities for education 
are said to have been scanty. After coming to manhood he was for 

several years in trade with a brother in Royalston, Mass. Here he 
married his first wife (Abigail Coddard of Athol, a town adjoining 
lioyalston), and here his older children wei-e born. 

The mercantile business ended in failure, and Mr. Goddard 's 
thoughts were turned strongly towards the subject of religion. The 
result was that he became a student for the ministry with Doctor Seth 
I'ayson, D. D., of Kindge, N. H. (Doctor Payson was father of Rev- 
erend Edward Payson, the eminent divine of a later day.) 
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After being admitted to preach, Mr. Gk>ddard was employed part of 
a year at Gilaum, N. H. In the ycair 1809 he removed to the town of 
Concord in northern Vermont, a new town in a thinly settled diatriet, 
a town whose first settlers were largely from Boyalston and other 
neighboring Hassaehusetts towns. 

He was then a man thirty-seven years of age and had a family of six 
children. A small church had been gathered in Concord previous to 
the eominj? of Mr. Goddard, largely through the efforts of Deacon 
David Hibbard, who had emigrated to that town from Norwich, Vt., 
in 1799. 

Over this church AFr. Goddard was ordained the first pastor Sep- 
tember 7. 1809, which relation was maintained about twelve years, 
until his dismission June 6, 1821. The church consisted of but seven- 
teen membei*s at the settlement of the new pastor, and received about 
eighty additions during his ministry. The ordination services were 
held in the open air (at Concord Corner"!, and were largely attended 
by citizens of Concord and adjoining towns. The ordination serinou 
WHS preached by Tlov. Joseph Ijce of Koyalston, Mass., from Jeremiah 
I II, 15. A handsonu' nicetiM<* house Mas built for the church in 1816 — 
large and costly for the time, at an expense of about $3,000. It was 
furnished with an excellent hell "the first in all the region round.'* 

Besides huildinL' up a flourishing church at Concord, Mr, Goddard 
performed considerable missionary labor for the Vermont and New 
Hampshire Alissionarv Societies duiMiiiz liis i-esidence at Concord. At 
least three new churches were orLranized l)y him during this period — 
at Barnet in ISlfi. and at Glover and liarton in 1818. 

It is claimed that he established the first Sabl)ath School in Ver- 
mont, composed of the yoinig people of his cinirch. in 181 1 or 1812. 
This he called his "Bihh^ Scluxtl,"' and it was modeled after similar 
.schools then recently started in lOni^land. (It i.s interesting to note in 
this connection, that the successor uf Mr. (ioddard over the church at 
Concord, Reverend S. R. Hall, is credited with being the first to estab- 
lish educational institutions for the training of teachers for common 
schools — ^substantially our modern Normal Schools, i'liis was about the 
year 1825.) 

An invitation to preach as a candidate for the North Congregational 
Church at Norwich, Vt. (then without a minister) in the autumn of 
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Id^l, WAS followed by his settlement there Januaiy 23, 1822, as sao- 
ceasor to Reverend John W. Woodward, who had been dismissed the 
preceding summer. The North Church at this time numbered about one 
hundred members; and almost immediately there were large aeeessions. 
March 3, 1822, twenty-nine new members were admitted; in May, six- 
teen; and in July, ten; so that before the end of the year sixty new 
members were added to the church. 

During a ministry of a little over seyenteen years," wrote Mr. God- 
dard in 1838, "there have been five revivals of religion of greater or 
less extent in this church. In 1821 and 1822 there were added to the 
church eighty-eight. In each of the years 1826, 1831 and 1835, there 
were revivals and about forty added to the church as fruits at each 
season. In the winter of 1836-37, there was a revival iu several school 
disti iets, chiefly among the Sabbath School children, and sixteen were 
added to the church. . . The present number on our list is now 
(1838) 247, some of whom are non-resident. The society is srnal! and 
much scattered, and the nsual nnmber at public worship is considerably 
less than the number of church members." 

The pro.sperity of the North Congrecjational Church under the min- 
istrations of Mr. Goddard, as above outlined, is certainly remarkable. 
He found it weakened in numbers and resources by the recent organ- 
ization of a new church at Norwich Plain, less than two miles distant, 
llie seat of a fl(nirishin<r seminary arnimd which the hnsiness, popula- 
tion and wealth of the town were j_'alhei"inLr to build up a new and 
tlu'ivini,' village. At the close of a niinisti-v of over twenty vears, 
durinf< which peiiod his parish was still further depleted by the re- 
moval of many families and individuals to the West, he left the church 
stronger and more united tlian be found it. 

Outside of the .special duties of his callinir, ^Ir. (Joddard proved hini- 
.self a valuable citizen in the promotion of the best inteiests of Ihe 
town and eoTmininity. In 1825 lit assisted in oriraniziuij a town com- 
mittee for the isupervision of Ihe eoniinon sehools of the town, of which 
eonnnittee he was a meiuber i,with Colonel All)a Stimson and others), 
and chairman for several years. This was before there was any state 
leirislation refpiirinu: lown sTi])ervision of eonimon schools in Vermont. 
He was iustrumental in or^'ani/uj^- a 'reni])erance Society in connection 
with his church and society. July 4, 1827, at the very outset of the 
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temi>eranoe movement in this country, a soeiety was formed from 
m^bers of the North Church, with others, "on the principle of volun* 
tary abstinence from the use of ardent spirits. ' ' On the third of Hay, 
1833, the church, by a solemn resolve, declared "that the traffic and 
use of ardent spirits, as a drink, was inconsistent with church mem- 
bership.'* Early the following year Ralph Waterman, who persisted, 
after repeated appeals, in selling spirituous liquors to intemperate per- 
sons, was expelled from the church. 

About thirty years ago, Reverend S. W. Boardman, then preaching 
for the South Congregational Society at Norwich, reviewed the his- 
tory of that church in town in a series of historical sermons. His esti- 
mate of Mr. Goddard is copied in part below, slightly condensed, but 
mostly in his own words; 

"Mr. Goddard deserves to have a full narrative of his life written. 
It seems to me, all things considered, that no better or more useful 
citizen has ever lived in this place. More than any other man ever 
settled here he might say, 1 think, *By the grace of God I am what 
I am.' His opportunities for early education were exceedingly limited. 
I have understood that three months completed all his time at school. 
In mature life he became a merchant, but it was impressed upon him 
that he ought to preach the jrospel. Still he felt that he could not leave 
his business, but the Lord sent upon him calamity and his store was 
burned to the ground. Still he pursued his business till reverse fol- 
lowinjx reverse left him nothing more to lose : and being thus divested 
of all earthly treasures he was ready to enter the Lord's vineyard. He 
was now thirty-seven years of a^e, with a family of six children. It 
is not probable thnt mnny are called to preach the j?ospel under such 
(Mi'C'iunstances, but in Mr. (roddard's case there can be but little doubt 
fhat lie followed the path of duty. After a brief period of study he 
COmmeiieed ])reaehin^ .... 

"At tile close of iiis fii'st settieniont of twelve years at Concord, Vt., 
he was called to Norwich in 1821. His e(|uipnient of learninf? was prob- 
ably 1( s.s than that of any other man ever settled over this church. Re 
had. httw ever, a clear, ready mind, a, good knowledge of the bible, and 
he wa.s a man of prayer. 

"While he made no pretensions to scholarship he had, above all. the 
Lord's work at heart. lie preached generally without notes, and 
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though wanting' perhaps in the logical method secured by thorough 
training, he had an aim before him in every sermon, the wnversUm 
and sanctifieatioii of souls. The earnest manner and godly devotion 
of the man commanded universal reverenee. People were glad to see 
him in all the neighboring pulpits. He waa a favorite at Hanover, 
where the students never eritioised him. They saw in him something 
higher than the rules of rhetoric or mere human culture, something that 
silenced and overawed criticism. Speaking in this simple, artless man- 
ner he would nevertheless,, often rise to a high degree of natural elo- 
quence. A remarkable man, eminently consecrated to his work, he 
combined every gift of piety and talent directly to glorify God. 

"He was settled on a salary of $600; in some years, I am told, re- 
ceiving not more than one half of it. In his later years he became 
nearly or quite blind." 

In his domestic life Mr. Goddard seems to have seen many sorrows. 
He bnried two wives, and it was his lot to stand at the graves of sev- 
eral grown np children. His first wife, Abigail Goddard of Athol, 
Mass., died at Norwich, Jan. 23, 1S23, aged 48, just about one year 
after his settlement. His second wife. Prudence Hayward of Lunen- 
burg, Vt,, died at Freedom, Portage Co., Ohio in 1840, after a sickness 
of four and one half months, where she had innw tho piovious year 
with Mr. Goddard to care for his sick daughter Elizabeth. Her age 
at deatli was 60 years.* 

Eunice Hutchinson of Norwich, his third wife, whom he married in 
1841, survived him 36 years, dying in 1880 at the age of 88. 

Of Mr. Goddard eight grandchildren, the oldest is the daughter of 
his youngest son. She recalls with marvelous clearness the loving ex- 
pression of his countenance when he told her the story of Jesus, and 
as the years fro by that impression grows more vivid in her memory. 

Rev. Samuel Onrlrlard was known to his friends in Norwich, it 
is thouf^ht, foi- almost anything: rather tlian as a writer of poetry. In * 
his early year's, however, he seems to ha^■e i:iven many leisure hours to 
the composition of verses. One of his grandchildren, Miss Ellen God- 

*Mr. and Mrs. Goddard left Norwidi for Ohio, July 14, 1839, and h« did not return 
until May 23, 1840. During his absence Mr. Goddard preached a part of the time at Pree. 
dODit Ohio, where he was invited to settle. 

Samuel Goddard, Jr., removed to Ohio with his family in 1841. 
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dard, has in lier posseaBion a small manuseript volume contaming about 
fifty short pieoes, written, witli few exceptions, previous to his enter- 
ing the ministry. 

All are pervaded by a deep religions tone and express the spiritual 
longings of one whose whole nature was strongly moved by the oontem- 
plation of the great problems of duty and destiny. 

They embody the private experience of a man earnestly engaged in 
working out for himself a solution of these ever-recurring questions of 
the inner life. 

After entering upon his life work as a minister he seems to have 
seldom indulged his early f aney for rhyming. 



JOHN HATCH, ESQ., 

The elder of the brothers, John and Joseph, was bom at Preston, 
Conn., June 9, 1727 ; came to Norwich in the earliest days of its settle- 
ment and founded his home on the hill farm owned and occupied at a 
later day by Deacon John Dutton. 

At a proprietors' meeting at Mansfield, Conn., in 1766, Mr. Hatch 
was elected one of the selectmen of N^wich ; at a town meeting at the 
latter place, held in 1769, he was elected selectman, town clerk and 
one of a committee of five to lay out highways * ^ where they shall think 
needful." He held the office of town clerk continuously until 1780, 
except tor the year 1766, when it was tilled by Peter Olcott. 

Mr. Hatch was a practical surveyor of land, and his services were 
much in request for that purpose. He made the survey of Norwich 
into lots in 1766, and laid out in person most of the highways in town 
during the first twenty-five years after its settlement. In 1778 he was 
, employed to make a survey of the town of Hartford into lots, under the 
direction of Benajah Strong and Israel Gillett, a committee of that 
town. At that time he held the office of county surveyor of Cumber- 
land eonnty, by the appointment of the Governor and Council of 
Vermont. April 10, 1772, hp was commissioned a justice of the peace 
lor (Tloucester county l)y William Tryon, thn royal governor of New 
York. He executed the duties of this office for several years, probably 
until the establishment of state government by Vermont in 1778. 
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Mr. Hatch married Sarah Richards at Preston, Conn., April 7, 1748. 
Their children were Benjamin', bom Dee. 16, 174- ; Alpheiis, bom 
Dec. 22, 1750; Aahur, bom Aug. 27, 1752; Bizpah, born Sept 30, 
1754; Adrian, bom July 7, 1756; Naomi, bom Dec. 9, 1758, married 
Jeremiah Pereival, Dec. 9, 1799; John, bora June 8, 1761; Harper, 
bom Aug. 12, 1763; Sarah, bom Dec. 9, 1769, married Jehiel Board- 
man, March 19, 1789. 

Mr. Hatch died April 24, 1806, aged seventy-nine years, preceded by 
his wife, April 13 of the same year, aged seventy-eight years. 

Two of his sons, John and Alpheus, settled on farms near their 
fatfa^*8 home, the former on the place known in later years as the 
Neal farm, and the latter on the farm now occupied by Charles 
Swasey, both farms being on the range of hills next west of Norwich 
village. 

Mr. Hatch was a son of John and Jemsha (Herrick) Hatch, who 
were married at Preston, Conn., August 31, 1726, to whom were bom 
John (the subject of this ^etch) ; Elizabeth, May 12, 1731, who mar- 
ried Major Thomas ifurdock ; Bufus, Dec. 5, 1735 ; Joseph, May 13, 
1738; Eunice, June 16, 1741, who married Lieut Elijah Gates, Novem- 
ber , 1769. 

John Hatch, senior, died in the year 1751. 



CAPTAIN JOSEPH HATCH 

Came to Norwich with his elder brother, John, and located at the 
HOuth end of Norwich Plain, where he built himself a log cabin on a 
site near the building now standing and formerly used by the late 
David Merrill for a paint shop. Subsequently, in 1771, he built the 
house on the opposite side of the way (now known as the Messenger 
house) which is believed to have been the first frame dwelling house 
erected at the Plain. He became the owner of a large amount of land, 
embracing much of the southem and eastern parts of the Plain, to the 
Hartford line. 

Mr. Hatch's first wife was Elizabeth Brown, by whom he had two 
children, one of whom, Elizabeth, died October 7, 1776. For his second 
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wife he married Hannah Freeman, in 1773, and they became the 
parents of six children. 

Captain Hatch was 73 years of ay:e at the time of his decease in 
town in 1811, His first wife died in 1773 and his second wife in 1810, 
ajjed 69 years. 



HOXoiiAHl.l': KEUJ^EiN HATCH 

Was born at Preston, Conn,, July 7, 1703. and came to Norwich at 
an early aj;e with his father, Joseph Hatch. He entered Dartmouth 
College in 1782, but was unable to complete his course of studies there 
by reason of ill health. Afterwards he turned his attention to agri- 
cultural pursuits and became a successful farmer ; residing at different 
times at Tunbridge, Chelsea and Weathersfield. 

[From ^'Life and Times of William Jarvis" we make the following 
extracts :J 

"Mr. Reuben Hatch came from Norwich to Weatherisfieid Bow and 
l)ouo:ht the larize brick house built by a Mr. Jennison, and considerable 
other property. He had a larize family of sons and daui^hters. ^ * * 
Mr. Hatch also bou^^ht " (soon after, probably) "Mr. (ieorire Lyman's 
house, tavern and store," (at the Bow) "and Mr. Lyman returned to. 
Hartford, Conn." 

"In 1801 or '02 Mr. Francis Goodluie bouirht all of Mr. Hatch's 
property except the Lyman house and a small store. Mr. Hateli then 
returned to Norwich," [another account says he returned to Norwich 
in 1808.1 

Mi . Hatch represented Tunbridue in the General Assembly in 1792, 
and Ua, Chel.sea in 1797, "1)8 and 1801 ; was councillor in 1808. 

He was candidate for town representative from Norwich, but was 
delcatcd by Pierce Burton, and again defeated for the same office in 
1812 by Dr. Israel Newton. 

Mr. Hatch was married to Kunice Dennison. and they had ten chil- 
dren. One dau}2:hter married Darius Jones of Weathersfield and 
Windsor; one, Harriet H., married Rev. Abraham Peters, a dis- 
tinguished clergyman and author, October 25, 1819; one married 
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Joseph Cutting of Weathersfield, who. afterwards, lived at Norwich 
and built and occupied the her. :e now owned by David Stewart, and 
later moved to Rochester, N. Y. ; oue othei- dansrhter became the wife 
of Judi,'e MWo L. Bennet of the Supreme Court of Vermout. The 
sons were: Dr. Horace. Joseph J)., and Albert. 

Mr. Hatch died at Norwich Jan. 5, 1818, aged 55 years. His wife 
died in 1842, at the age of 78 years. ' 



DOCTOR HORACE HATCH 

The son of Honorable Reuben and Eunice (Dennison) Hatch, was 
bom at Tunbridge, Vt., May 23, 1788. He was educated at Dartmouth 
College, where he graduated in 1814, and studied medicine at the same 
institution, receiving the degree of M. D. in 1817. He settled in the 
practice of his profession at Norwich the same year, where he 
pursued the active and laborious duties of a country physician 
for twenty years. He married January 9, 1821, Mary Yates, daugh- 
ter of Thomas Smith. His children were horn here. Tn the year , 

he l)nilt upon nearly the same Ln-ound where Ca{)tain .Toseph Hatch 
had first fi.xed his abode, the brick dwdlini' hou><e. now the residence 
of Mrs. Converse, widow of Doctor Shui)ael Conxerse, who in 1837 
pureha.sed the property and .succeeded to the business of Doctor Hatch; 
the latter removinpr to Bnrlinsrton, Vt.. where he pro.seeuted hi.s ])ro- 
fession for anotlier i)eriod of twenty years, in 18f>] Doctor Hatch ac- 
cepted an ap{)ointnient in the Treasury depaitnient at Washinjrton 
whei'c he coiUinuetl about four years. While thus employed he ren- 
dered valuable service iu visiting' and relievinsr many sick and wounded 
Vermont soldiers in hospitals in and about Washington, whose days 
und nights of sutTerini,^ were cheered by bis kindly synipatliy and by 
delicacies and coniforls j)rovided from his generous purse. 

In ISr);") he became a resident of New York city, where he died Oct. 
28, 1S78. Mrs. Hatch had died previous t^) his removal from Bur- 
lington. Doctor Hatch held a high standing a,s a physician and was 
distinguished for his benevolent and amiable dispo.sition. 

His sou, A. S. Hatch, of the late banking house of Fisk and Halcli, 
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was well known in financial circles in thv metropolis, and throughout 
the country as a wealthy and public spirited citizen. In 1883-4 he was 
president of the New York Stock Exchange. He has devoted largely 
of his time and fortune to the establishment and support of city mis- 
sions among the poor and destitute of the great city. Hon. Josejrh 
D. Hatch of BnrliiiLTton, and Alliert G, Hateb, Esq., of Windsor, 
were younger brothers of Doctor Hatch. 



THE HUTCHINSON FAMILY 
[Previoiudy in print] 
HUTCHINSON.— This is an old and numerous family in Norwich, 
as well aa in other parts of the country. They were among the early 
settlers of Massachusetts and were in Lynn and Salem in that colony 
as early as 1628, or 1629. A descendant of these early colonists, named 
Abijah, who was a tailor, renM>ved from Salem to Windham early in the 
eighteenth century. His son Samuel, born about 1719, in company 
'with his son, John, came to Norwich in 1765. They cleared an island 
in the Connecticut River, opposite the present residence of John W. 
Loveland, and planted it with com. In the fall of that year they re- 
turned to Connecticut, and in company with a younger son. Samuel, 
returned in the spring of 1766, and made a permanent settlement. 
The elder Samuel spent the remainder of his life in the town, and died 
February S, 1809. His wife was Jemina Dunham ; she died January 
12, 1798. Besides the two sons named above, he had three daughters: 
Sarah, married Francis Smalley; Tabitha, married Jonathan De- 
lano: Jerusha. married Nathan Roberts. They all died young, soon 
after marriage. 

Hutchinson. John, son of Samnel, was l)orn in 1741. in Windham, 
Conn., and married ^lary Wilson, who was horn in Ashford, Conn., 
in Ancnst. 1744. lie enlist^^d in the Continental Army, and died at 
Philadelphia, June 22, 1778. His widow afterwards married Solomon 
Stronc. His ehildren were Jerome: J<ihn, who removed to New York 
State, where he died : Tjydia. who was probably the first ehild boi-u 
in Norwich, married I). Hammond, of Thetford; and Abigail, m^rriecj 
Honorable John J:>trong of Woodblock, Vt, 
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llutchiusou, Jerome, son of John, was born in Aslifoi d, Conn., March 
2, 17GJ, and married Content Smith. Theii- children were John, who 
emigrated to New York State, whire he died; Fanny, died sintiic; 
Sarah, (deceased), married William Loveland; Cynthia, (deceased), 
married Asaph Allen; Sophia, (deceased), married Andrew J. Will- 
iams; Mary Ann, (deceased), mai'ried Miio Marsh; and Willian». 
Jerome died , 1849. 

Hutchinson, William, son oi" Jerome, was born in Xoi wieli, V't., 
May 2, 1807, and married, January 8, 1832, Eliza, daujihler oi" James 
and Mary (Bartlett) Crary; she wa« burn April 2, 1807. Of their 
six children three died in infarn y. The others are John W. ; Charles 
Henrv', proprietor of a foundry and machine shop in Manchester, 
N. II., wlio has one daujxhter, Charlotte Augusta; and Frank, a farmer 
at Hanover, N. 11., also connected in business at Manchester, X. H. 
He has two daughters, Martha Belle and Arabella Waterman. 

Hutchinson, Samuel, son of Samuel, was born in Connecticut, Sep- 
tember 6, 1751, and married August 16, 1779, Hannali Burr; she was 
born March 5, 1761. Th^ had fourteen children: Sarah, married 
Alpheus Hatch ; Ira, died at fourteen years of age ; Leyi, died at thir- 
teen years; Samuel; Jemima, married Seth Stebbins; Perley; Eunice, 
married Samuel Qoddard; Timothy; Betsey, married William Dewey; 
Levi, died in Illinois; Elihu, died in infancy; Emma, married Jonas 
Boardman ; Hannah, died young; and Austin, died in Norwich without 
Jssuie* Samuel, Jr., died September 30, 1839; his wife November 11, 
1826. 

Samuel, son of Samuel, Jr., was bom in Norwich, April 12, 1786, and 
died February 3, 1845. He married, February 26, 1818, Sarah Board- 
man; who was born May 6, 1792, and died February 14, 1847. Their 
children were Eliza, who died not quite three years of age; Charles, 
bom July 15, 1820, is a Presbyterian minister, a^d resides in New Al- 
bany, Ind. ; Maria, wife of Reuben Loveland of Hartford, Vt. ; Jonas 
Boardman, died young; Samuel; Sarah Isabella, a widow, married, 
first, Brainard French, and second a Mr. Bosworth, and lives at Min- 
neapolis, Minn. ; Hannah Eliza, resides in Norwich; Emma, died young, 
and Ellen, widow of John 0. French, lives at Maxwell, la., were twins; 
Emma Elmina, died young; Caroline Frances, married (first) William 
S. Throckmprton, and (second), Mr. E«stmiui, and lives in Lyndon, Vt. 
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Hutchinson, Saiiuipl. son of Samuel, 2d., was born in Norwich, March 
28, 1826, and luarried Parthenia Blodi?ett. They had four children: 
Minnie Barrett, died young; C'liarles Ashley, resides at Peacham, Vt. ; 
Harriet .Maria, aud Susan Hazen, wife of Harvey Ladd, of Norwich. 

[The following: interesting account of the advent of this family 
into Norwich, is a statement made by Jerome Hutchinson to Rev- 
erend Charles Hutchinson of New Albany, Ind., in 1846.] 

**I was born in Ashford, Conn., March 2. 1763. Was two and one- 
half ycai-s old in August. 1765. when our i'aimly started for Vermont. 
My father, John Hutcliinson, in company with his father, Samuel, 
had been up that season and cleared the island opposite the David 
Loveland farm, cutting down the trees so that the spring flood swept 
the island, when they planted it with com brought from CharlestOD, 
N. H. But the seed failed and it was neeesaaiy for Mr. Hntehinson 
to make the journey on foot to Oharleston again for a fresh supply. 
After planting the second time they returned to Ashford and did their 
haying, after which John and family set out for Norwich. My grand- 
father was to move with us. We had only two horses. ' There were 
no roads for wagons. Part of their furniture was put on the horse 
with his mother, with John, the baby, five months old, and the rest 
on the horse he himself rode. Fell off only once — ^where a large pine 
log lay across the path in Lebanon. Arrived at the bank of the Con- 
neetieut, where Hanover bridge now is, about sundown. Mrs. Nathan 
Meteenger — ^the only woman in Norwich — ^heard from the cabin the 
cry of a baby on the east side of the river. 'It was the sweetest cry 
I ever heard/ was her expression ever after. 

'*0f our passage of the river, the only thing I can remember is the 
white face of our cow as she swam after the canoe. There were not 
two acres of cleared land in town at that time. 

*'The first winter we passed in a log hut in the meadow .ten or 
twelve rods south of the bridge. Our food was mainly the frost-bitten 
corn raised on the island the previous summer. Major Murdock, at 
M ork near us in the spring following, brought us some potatoes to roast 
for his dinner, and gave me and John, each, one — tasted good ! 

*'Next summer (1776) my father built a house on the hill back of 
the Lewis place, and lived there two or three years. He owned one 
liundred acres on the Brown Hill, now (1846) owned by Cloud and 
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fi. B. Brown. Cleared up eight or ten acres and lived on it three or 
four yeai - Then swapped for the 'Hopson farm,' but before moving 
swapped again for one hundred acres on Marshall brook. Here we 
built a frame house which was burned in January and soon replaced 
by a lo": one. The cellar of this house is now (1846) visible by the 
side of the rond, ])el()w the Huir^jett place. As wood grew scarce we 
moved to the hill [where C. C. Sawyer lately lived] where they could 
make snpar, 

"At the time of my father's death nt Valley Forpre, June 22, 1778, 
oil)- family were livi!i!»- on the Johnson place, neai-ly in front of the 
brick schoolhouse in what is called the river district." 



THE JOHNSON FAMILY 

Were numerously represented in the early history of the town. Of 
this family there were several branches. Captain Hezekiah Johnson 
was an orijrinal proprietor of the town and one of its earliest se'ttlers. 
He settled on the north bank of tlie Pom])anoosuc river near its month 
and fixed his residence where Mr. h'idiard Waterman now lives. Cap- 
tain Johniiou was born in Woburn, Mass., May 12, 1721, but emi- 
grated to Norwich from Mansfield, Conn. He married, at Mansfield, 
Dorothy Slafter, sister of Deacon John Slafter, January 25, 1750. 
He was in the fullest sense one of the "fathers of the town.** He 
was chosen, selectman in 1765, '67, '68 and 78 and during the fifteen 
years following the settlement of Norwich held all the most important 
town offices. He was a member of a committee appointed by the town 
that laid out most of the earliest roads in town ; was also one of the 
town committee of safety during the Bevolutionaiy war. He gave to 
the town land for the old burial ground (about two acres), which lies 
opposite the place of his residence on the south bank of Pompanoosuc 
river, where his own and the remains of his family are buried, to- 
gether with many of the early settlers of the northern portion of the 
town. He gave liberally to the endowment of Dartmouth College in 
1770 (one hundred aeres of land and also a contribution in money). 
He is descnbed as a man of ''sound judgment and benevolent disposi- 
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Captain Johnson died Dec. 22, 1806, and Mrs. Johnson died April 
24, 1811. 

Samuel Slafter Johnson, .son of Hezekiah Johnson, and the only one 
out of a family of six children who survived him, settled in Norwich,, 
but removed late in life to the state of New York. He was twice mar- 
ried and raised a large family of children, all of whom were bom id 
town. 

Dorothy, daughter of Gapt. Hezekiah JohnsoD, married Jeremiah 
Hedges in 1784 and settled in Norwieh. One of their daughters, Lu- 
cinda Hedges, married Samuel A. Wright, Jr., in 1810. Another 
daughter, Leanthy, married Joseph Boot, also of Norwich, whose 
descendants, it is believed, still live in town. 

Mrs. Hedges died September 16, 1804. 



THE LEWIS FAMHjY 

[By WiUmm E, Lewis, Esq,] 

William Lewis and family, consisting of his wife, Naomi, five sons 
and three daughters, (Joseph, his eldest son, having been a citizen 
of the town for some years) came to Norwich in 1781 or 1782 fropi 
Windsor, Hartford county, Connecticut, and settled on a farm now 
owned by Benjamin Clifford, where he resided for a number of years. 
In 1787 he purchased the farm now occupied by John W. Hutchinson. 
From time to time he added to it by purchase until at his death it con- 
tained 250 acres of good land, mostly covered with a large growth of 
timber. This farm came into the possession of Noah Lewis, youngest 
son of William (by wiU), who owned and occupied it until 1815, 
when he sold it to Moses Davis, for $3,000, and himself and family 
emigrated to Kentucky. This farm remained in possession of the 
Davis family for more than forty years. 

Mr. Lewis was by trade a blacksmith and carried on that business 
for a number of years in a shop that stood near where 0. W. Hazen 
lately lived. 

Prom the time Mr. Lewis became a citizen of the town he took an 
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active part in the management of its atfairs. He wns chosen moder- 
ator and selectman in 1784 and '85, and nirnin moderator and select- 
man in 1786, '87, '88, '89, '92, '93, '95 and '96. 
Mr. Lewis died Dec. 15, 1806, and his wife April 28, 1803. 



DOCTOR JOSEPH LEWIS 

Doctor Lewis was the son of William and Naomi Lewis, was boi ii 
at Old Lyme, Conn., in November, 1740, and came to Norwich, Vt., 
in 1767. 

During; his iiiinoiity \tMUi^ Ltwis showed a fondness for the study 
of medicine and devoted much of his time during? the last years pre- 
vious to his leaving Connecticut to the study of that science. After 
settling in Norwich he devoted a year or two to further study, after 
which he commenced the practice of medicine and continued in prae- 
tice for more than fifty-five years. During' a large iK>rtion of this 
time (from 1785 to 1820) his practice was large, and extended not only 
through Norwich but into Thetford, Sharon, Hartford and Strafford 
in Vermont, and to Lebanon, Hanover and Lyme, N. H. The larger 
part of this practice was performed on horseback. In the winter 
when the roads became impassable for horses, the doctor resorted to 
snow shoes, guided through the wilderness by blazed trees; always 
ready to do what he eoi^ld to relieve the suffeHng and the ills of the 
settlers of those days. No plea of inclement weather or poor health 
was made in order to shirk bis duty in visiting the sick. The poor 
and destitute were welcome to his services and none who showed a 
desire to pay were pressed to do so. 

Doetor Lewis was married in 1771 to Experience Burr, a lady well 
qualified to fill the position of wife of a physician of the times in 
which they lived. By her he had eight children, four sons and four 
daughters. Three of the song, Lyman, Joseph and Enos, studied 
medicine at the Dartmouth medical college. Lyman and Bnos settled 
in Norwich and Joseph in Waterbury, where they became successful 
practitioners. Joel, the other son, was an invalid from diildliood and 
remained at hom^. Qn^ of the daughters, Naomi, died in infancy; 
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Lucy died at the age of four years : Xanmi, 2d., married Doctor David 
Fisk; Alpa married Abel Partridire. Ksq.. of Norwich [Vt.j 

The doctoi" first resided in a lo^^ liouse whieh stood about half a 
mile southwest* i l\ from Norwich viUat:e and about sixty rods from 
Gideon Lord's farm liouse (now .Myron Armstroner's] . where he re- 
sided for a nTiTiiher of years. Tn ho jjurcliased of Aaioii Storrs 
the hirue. T\vo-story dwoliin^ house which stood whero p](lward M. 
LevviH rosi(hHl (now tlie house of his widow i , toc'ether witli 1(^0 acres 
of land contiLiuous with a trristmi!) and sawmill slandiny on the samo 
site tlial the Doctor Rand mill now oceui>its. On this farm the tl u'tor 
continued to reside until his death. In ISOO he purchased of Solomon 
Curtis the farm now owned and occupied by Henry S. Goddard. 
which adjoined his home farm on the west. This farm remained iu 
the possession of the Lewis family forty-three years. 

in November, 1829, the doctor '.s dwellinL'-house and huildiny:s ad- 
joinintr, together with the furniture, library and provisions in store 
for the winter, were consumed by fire. 'Jliey were wholly uninsured. 
From this time his health rapidly failed. 

Doctor Lewis was a man of undoubted integrity. He had decided 
oonvietioDs and never hesitated to express them when necessary. He 
was social in his habits and fond of the society ol his friends and 
neighbors. He had sound judgment and great self reliance. He was 
a great reader and well informed on all the general matters of the 
day. He was neither an office seeker nor o£Bce holder. Although often 
urged by bis townsmed to accept office, he invariably declined. Owing 
to party dissensions at the time, he was elected town representative 
at the September election in 1808. At the next election he declined 
to be a candidate. 

In 1775 Doctor Lewis suspended his practice, temporarily, having 
been appointed surgeon's mate and ordered to join the projected ex- 
pedition by General Washington against Quebec by w^ay of the Ken- 
nebec river. The arduous enterprise was committed to Colonel Bene- 
dict Arnold. After surmounting incredible difficulties and hardsliips 
the expedition appeared before Quebec on the dth of November of that 
year and was present at the assault on that place by the troops under 
the eoinniand of Oeo?ral Montgomeiy, when that gallant officer w«s 
slain.' 
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Diirbg the winter of 1775-6 Boetor Lewis was engaged in the hos- 
pitals, mostly in treating soldiers who had taken the smallpox. Having 
passed through most of the campaign in Canada^ he resigned his office, 
returned to Norwich, and resumed his practice. 

On the 16th of Octoher, 1780, Doctor Lewis, on horseback, with his 
son Lyman, five years old, behind him, was visiting his patients at 
quite a distance from his home, when he heard that the Indians were 
at Royalton and had burned that place. He took his little son from 
the horse, gave him instructions how to find his way home, borrowed 
a gun from a neighbor and immediately left for the field of conflict. 

Doctor Lewis died June. 1, 1833. His wife died Jan. 18, 1819. 



DOCTOR ENOS LEWIS 

The youiiLiesI of Ur. Josoph and Experience (Burr) Lowis. was 
born at Norwich, Jan. 19, 1784; studied iiiedicitie witli his father and 
at Dartmouth Medical College, where lie graduated in 1804; sui 'jioii 
in the V. S. Army, 1808-1810; afterwards practiced his profession in 
Xorwieh. He married Katnrah, daiij^hter of licebe Denison of Ston- 
ington, Conn., at Norwich, June 28, 1812, by whom he had live chil- 
dren. 

Doctor Lew is died at his home in Norwich, on the site of the resi- 
deriee of the hite (Tporsfe W. Kiblinor. Septetiil)er 14, 1823. ITe was a 
scholarly man. of sterliiiir intejtrrity. and took a lively interest in the 
welfare of his fellow men. Dur-iuj; the yeai-s of his enfor<*e(l retire- 
ment he devoted liimself to the instruction of youn^ nien who were 
p)ursuing the study of medieine, and his hoys, for whose ediieation he 
had the greatest anxiety. Largely for their benefit he collected his 
library, which at his death numbered eight hundred to one thousand 
volumes, a large portion of which was burned with the old homestead. 

In his profession — ^though he was in active practice but seven years 
'-he attained nnnsnal success. He acquired a wide celebrity in the 
treatment of spotted fever, which prevailed epidemically during his 
early practice, and took high rank as a surgeon, often being called in 
consultation. 
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GEN. WILLIAM E. LEWIS, 
[By the Editor] 

Son of Di'. Enos Lewis, was born here May 25, 1815. He married, 
March 26, 1846, Ruby W., daughter of Ilezekiah Hazen, to whom ware 
bom six children, two of whom died in early life; the remaining ones, 
two sons and two daughters, are established in homes of their own. 

General Lewis was in public office as early as 1838, and thereafter 
was continuously in town office nntil the time of his decease, January 
5, 1892, durins" that period sei viiiu in nearly every eler-five office within 
the f?ift of his people, lie was town clerk for forty-nine consecutive 
terms. Tn the years 1856. 1857. 1863. 1872-3, 1878-9, he represented 
his town in the state leiiishitnre ; from 186:^ to 1871 was assessor of 
ilitei'nal revenue for the collection district \n which he I'esided. 

The (Jenerai was much interested in military matters; at dift'ercuL 
times serving as Adjutant. Major, Lieutenant-Colonel, Colonel, and 
Bripadier-Oeneral in the State Militia. 

It was not alone as the faithiul, conijM'tent and lontr serving {)ul)lic 
ollicer that General Lewis best served his peoj^ie, but with equal fidelity 
he pave wise and safe counsel to those wlio appealed to him. 

His j)assinL' away called forth the following rcsolntions by the voters 
of Xoi wich at the annixil town meetin*; next after his decease: 

Whereas, in the course of Providential disy)ensation our estceiiievl 
fellow townsman, General William E. Lewis, has lately been taken 
from our midst, and 

Whereas, we, the voters of Norwich in town meetinj? assembled, 
desire to give formal expression of our esteem for the deceased, it is 
hereby 

**Readvedf that in tlie private walks of life General Lewis was a 
living example of a worthy and upright citizen, and in official life 
a true and tried public servant of unblemished integrity, and further 

**Resolvedt that these resolutions be placed upon the public records 
of the town," 



THE LORD FAMILY 

Jonathan, Jr., and David Lord, the first of the name to locate in 
Norwich, came from Colchester, Conn., vin what year is not definitely 
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known, probably about 1773 V They were two of several children born 
to Jonathan and Jiuth Loi d of that place. 

Jonathan. Jr.. was horn February 17. 1752; was a voter in Norwich 
in 1784. He marj iecl, in October, 17SJ. Mary Smith, and their chil- 
dren were: Porter, Russell, John, Polly, Lydia, John Proctor and 
Rachel. 

Mr. Lord died at Norwich February 27, 1821. 

David Lord was horn at Colchester Auffiist 4, 175H. and died at 
Norwich January 25, 1803. lie married Hannah natd<s, by whom 
he had eight children : Asa, born in Norwich, October 14, 1783, married 
(first) Ruth liowe, and their children were. Ira, who died in Thftford, 
Vt. ; Lyman (deceased): Abijiail (deceased), married "William Ciini> 
mings; Laura (deceased), married Tarbell Senter; Gideon, bom in 
Norwich, Sept. 8, 1814, and died here Apr. 9, 1898, married Belioant 
Gloufith; Aniasa C, removed to Illinois, after graduating from Dart^ 
mouth College in 1843, and died at Somonauk, that state; Laura ( dc- 
eeased), married Jonathan S. Lord; Mills A., married Livia Seaver 
of Normeh, daughter of Captain Calvin Seaver. Asa Lord married 
(second) Amelia Root of Norwich, and their children were, Frances 
Amelia, Abel, Emma A., M. Ellen, William, Henry and Persis. 

John (son of Jonathan, Jr.) was bom in Norwich, August 1, 1782, 
and died in town June 19, 1882. He married Lucy Bliss, to whom 
were bom David Bliss (died in Norwich) ; Jonathan Smith (deceased), 
Lucius Stebbins; John Mills, a Congregational clergyman at Wey- 
mouth, Mass.; Harriet A., who married John Dutton; Lucy Isabella, 
widow of Augustus Chandler ; and Horatio and Albinus. 



LOVBLAND FAMILY 

• Miss Manj A. Lurclnnd 

One of the lariiis in Norwieli still (1904) owned and occupied by 
descendants bea rinjj the name ot the ori^i'ial settlers, belongs in the 
Loveland fjmiily. 

.Joseph Lovehiiid wa.s horn in 1747, in roniK cticut : niovin«r from 
that state to Dartmouth College, Hanover townsliip, N. H., where he 
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enlisted to reinforce the Continental Army at Ticonderoga. In 177§ 
he settled on a now fertile farm, about a mile and a half from Nor- 
wich village, building a home a little off the river road. Ten of his 
thirteen children were born in town, and six of them made, during 
most of their lives, their native plaee their home ; dying, with one ex- 
ception, in the town, at an average age of seventy-two years. 

Aaron, one of Joseph's older sons, familiarly known as VThe 
Judge," graduated at Dartmouth in the same class as Daniel Web- 
ster, with whom he roomed during part of his eoUege course. Being 
the best Qreek scholar of his class, he had an oration in that language 
at Commencement Though a lawyer he lived the life of a recluse; 
he was ever a conservator of the peace rather than an instigator of 
litigation. He represented Norwich several times in the legislature, 
and was Chief Judge of Windsor County court in 1823. He died in 
1870, at the advanced age of eighty-nine years. 

David Loveland, the next younger brother of Aaron, made farming 
his chief business, at which he worked early and late, with good suc- 
cess. A few years before his death, in 1828, he built a new house 
on his river farm, about three miles from the village. As his father- 
less sons grew up the land was divided, Greorge (1816-1889) building 
another bouse, where bis son Edward still lives. In that home five 
children were brought up to be useful members of society, and there 
he and his wife (Ruby Hatch ^ celebrated their golden wedding. Be- 
sides careful attention to farming, he found time to do work, both in 
and out of office, in the interests of the community. 

John Wheatley Loveland. David's youngest son, for nearly seventy- 
seven years Iiv(d in the house where he was born, and there he died 
in 1901. He began to farm for himself at the age of seventeen, sup- 
plementing a limited education by study and reading at home. He did 
much business for others and wns regarded a safe oounsdor. For 
forty years or more he served the town in some capaeilyjss an officer, 
Ving twice elected to the legislature, and was of especial service as 
selectman and recruiting oflhVe?' during the Civil War. 

Willisim Loveland, the tit'lh son of Joseph, succeeded his father on 
the on'oinal hnmostpad. and was onllpd "the model farmer.'* He was 
i.iti'K st» d in natural history and was considered an authority on ani- 
maLs, birds and tiowers. He, too, labored in behalf of the town both 
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at liome and in the legislature. His oldest son, Joseph Talcott, kept 
up the old home until his death in 1889, at the age of seventy-one. 
Some one said of hiiii: '*He exemplified in his career and life the best 
type of that class of American citizens followin^^ ajj:i icultural pur- 
suits." Of strict intci;rity, he was honored with trusts, both public 
and private, including four elections to the legislature. His brother 
Aaron had been, for .some years before Joseph's death, associated with 
him on the home farm, and he now lives in the hig, old house, while 
Ilia son, Joseph H., occupies another house on half the original farm. 

Pavld A. Loveland (1839-1898),, eldest son of George, though hay- 
ing for some years business elsewhere, always made Norwich his home 
and was elected to yarious town offices. He represented the town in 
the iegislatnre and was later a senator from Windsor county. 

The Iiovelands were by inheritanee Federalists— then Whigs, then 
Republicans. They have been attendants and supporters of the Con- 
gregational * churches, , and more than twenty bearing the name have 
been at some time members of the village church. While being in this 
region, in the main, true to their name, and lovers of country life and 
its labors, there have not been wanting members of the learned pro- 
fessions in the family, particularly among those who have gone away to 
seek their fortunes elsewhere. Four lawyers of the name were born 
here, and several have been teachers for a longer or shorter time. 

Some of Joseph the First *s descendants may be found in many states, 
and following various lines of business, and different professions. 

At this writing, there are only eight who bear the name of Loveland, 
in town, though five homes are kept up by members of the family, and 
a considerable rmmber reside here, who from their ancestry are entitled 
to a place in the genealogy. 



THE MESSENGER FAMILY 

NailuiM and Nathaniel Messenger were in Norwich at an early liay, 
the foniu'i' as eaj-ly as 1765, at which date lie built his cabin in the 
meadow a little soulli and west of the Norwich terminus of the bridge 
leading to Hanover, \. li. 
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It was from this primitive home that Mrs. Messenger heard the wel- 
come cry of the baby niom])er of tlie Hutchinson family as they were 
about to cross the river to enter the Jand of promise on the Norwich 
side of the stream. 

Soou after 1766 (in which year he was a voter in town) Mr. Mes- 
senger disappeared — having been drowned in the river, it is thought. 

Nathaniel Messenisrer was a soldier in the Eevolutionafv war. starv- 
ing in a New Hampshire organization, and thereafter resided in Nor- 
which until about 1805, when he deserted his i'ainily and went to the 
State of Xt'w \"ork, where he again married. His home in Norwich 
was in the Pompanoosue section of the town, where, so we are in- 
formed by (me of liis great -Lnandsous. he was in trade, and built a 
large frame house on the road to Thetford. 

What the relationship was, if any existed, between Nathan and 
Nathaniel Messenger, is not known to us. 

Oliver Messenger, a son of Nathaniel, married, in 1803, Charlotte 
Smith, and they had two sons, Erastus and Nelson. Erastus lived for 
many years in the Hatch house, built in 1773, and there raised a large 
family of children, of whom are Norwich's present town clerk and 
treasurer, Qeorge Messenger, and Charles and Nelson, residing in New 
Hampshire. 



TH£ THOMAS MURDOCK FAMILY. 

Hon. Thomas Murdoek removed to Norwich from Preston, Conn., 
as early as 1767 (in which year he was recorded a yoter in town), and 
located on the farm a little north of Norwich Plain and subsequently 
occupied by Jared Gkx>dell, Gteorge Blanchard, Harvey Knights, and 
now by Judd Leonard. He married Elizabeth Hatch (sister of John 
and Joseph Hatch, early settlers in Norwich), to whom were bom: 
Aaahel, Constant, Jasper, Thomas, Jr., Anna, who became the wife 
of £benezer Brown, Esq., the first lawyer to locate in Norwich, and 
Margaret, who married Elisha Partridge, November 14, 1765. 

Mr. Miirdock was prominent in both state and local matters, the 
ofiiees held by him being noticed in ot^er chapters of this book. He 
died Dec. 5, 1803, followed by his wife in 1814. 



Digitized by Google 



BIOGRAPHICAL 



±27 



Asahel, the eldest son, was a voter in Norwich as early as 1782. He 
married Elizabeth Starkweather in 1779, and thev became the parents 
of six children. He returned to Gonneeticnt in 18Utl. 

Constant was a voter in Norwich as early as 1784. By his hrst 
wife, Sarah Jewett, he iind one child, and by his second wife, 
Lucy i^iley, he had eight children. His home was in the fine resi- 
dence now occupied by Albert Davis — on the hill a little north of 
Norwich villajje. He died in Norwich in 1828, ui^ed 67 years. His 
iirst Nvife died in 1790, aged 22 years, and his second wife in 1825, 
aged 48 years. 

Jasper was born October 5, IT')*). It is likely that he came 
to Norwich with his father. He erected at Norwich Plain an elegrant 
private residence (.said to have been one of the linest, at that time, 
in the state), with large and attractive grounds, in which were a fish 
pond, where Charles E. Ensworth's barn stands, and a liower garden 
that occupied a lai'<ie part of Mr. Ensworth's dooryard. (Mr. Ens- 
worth's mother, who lived in those days, told her son the tale of the 
fish pond and the flower gaiden, and it is from him we get the story.) 
'Pile water to supply the pond was conveyed in bored logs from a spring 
a little east of the creamery at the noi th part of the village. Several 
years since, while Mr. J. S. Currier was digging a ditch on his i)rem- 
ises, lie came across some of the logs, which w^ere then in a fair state 
of preservation. 

Mr. Murdock's enclosure included the present premises of Mr. Ens- 
worth and Dr. Bowles, and extended westerly far enouiih to take in 
the premises where 'Mrs. Burton and Mrs. Norton reside, and, pei haps, 
the Armstrong meadow. 

Attached to the main body of the house were two wings, the south 
one, (after its removal to its present site, where it is the residence of 
Charles E, Ensworth) became the abiding plaee of Judge Aaron Love- 
land, and in the north one Charles Hutehins kept store. At a later 
period the nortii wing was the family home of James S. Currier until 
its destruction, by fire, Dec. 29, 1889, which conflagration consumed 
the adjoining main part of the Mnrdoek mansion (then owned by Dr. 
W. S. Bowles) and the abutting brick building on the south, erected 
by John Wright, Esq., in 1828. 



MlSTOky Oif NORWiCtt 

At one time Dr. Ira Da\ns kept the post office in the south room of 
the Currier house, and in the room on the flonr over the post office, 
Captain Alden Partridge was robbed, about 1824, of about $1,700 by 
one Crowninsrshield, a eadet nt the military school. 

Mr. Murdock inarried ( iii st Sarah Olcott, in 1786, by whom he had 
one chihi. and (second), Marj^aret Olcott, daughters of Hon. Peter Ol- 
cott. For liis tliird wife he married Martha, dauirhter of Kev. Lyman 
Potter. Hims*»lf and family, with Mr. Potter and his family, removed 
to Ohio in 1801, and there he died in 1803. 

The house where Joseph Simoneau lives was Mr. Murdock s barn, 
and was sold to Col. James Dana, who moved it to its present lo- 
cation and converted it into a dwelling. 



DEACON ISRAEL NEWTON 

The inventor of the well known medical preparations widely known 
as "Newton's Bitters." ** Newton's Pills," &c., and sold extensively 
for many years (luoughout New Enerland and New York, died here in 
Noi-wich in .Januaiy, 1856, seventy-three years of aue. 

Doctor Newton was a thoroucrhly educated physician, thou*]rh not in 
txeneral practice of his y)r()i"ession, aiul was much respected as a man 
and a citizen. Besides his medicines, which were valnable, he invented 
and l)nilt a chnrch or^an, which was placed in the olti first church 
and was theie used for many years.* He was gifted with rare me- 
chanical skill, which he exhibited in many ways to the benefit of man- 
kind. His name and memory deserve this passing word. 

Doctor .Newton held many tovm offices, and in 1814 represented the 
town in the fjeneral assembly. 

lie was a {)i ()niinent member of the Con^^retjational church, of which 
he was one of the deacons for about twenty-five years, beginning in 
1812. He was a soldier of the Revolution, and the last of those soldiers 
to die in Norwich. 

•At a town meeting^ held at Norwich. M.irch 25, 1814, it was " Voted that the town i» 
Willing to have an organ put into the meeting hoifte.** 
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REV. N. R, NICHOLS 

Whose likeness faces this page, was pastor of the Congregational 
church at Norwich village from February, 1880, to May, 1904, after 
completing a seven years' pastorate at Barnet, Vt., which was pre- 
ceded by brief pastorates at Westfield, Mass., and Acworthi N. H. 

During his term of nearly a quarter of a century here in Norwich, 
Mr. Nichols faithfully cared for the interests committed to his charge, 
as the one hundred and ninety-five accessions to his church during his 

pastorate amply indicate. 

Not alone to matters connected with his church did he give his at- 
tention, but, as well, to those of a temporal character; elevated pleas- 
ures, as he viewed tlieiii from his conscientious standpoint, were re- 
cipients of his conntenanee and active aid. 

For many years Mr. Nichols was one of the trustees of the Norwich 
public library, in wliieh institution he had a deep interest, and at the 
front entrance to the library building he caused a pretty door to be 
placed in memory of his deceased wife. 

It may be appropi iate to place at the conclusion of tliis short sketch 
of the late pastor a few words from the presentation address ae- 
coTupanying a gift of silver coin to Mr. Nichols on the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of his marria«re : 

"We love and honor you for the life you have lived among us and 
for the good you have accomplished." 



HON. PETER OLCOTT 

Mr. Olcott was born at Bolton, Conn., April 25, 1733; married 
Sarah, daughter of Peletiah Mills, Esq., of Windsor, Conn., October 
11, 1759, and removed to that place in 1772. That year or the fol- 
lowing one he came to Norwich, Vt. 

He was the oldest of his parents' four children (two sons and two 
daughters), and the only one of them to come to Norwich to reside. 

]\Ir. Olcott 's name first appears in the town records of Norwich in 
1773. when he was chosen one of the overseers of the poor, at the 
annual March, meeting. He early took a leading part in public afl'airs 
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in his new home. He was elected to the most important town otiiees, 
and soon came to be rejrarded as one of the leading' men of the phice. 

It is probable tliat he was a man of considerable means when he 
came to Norwieh. which, united with his superior talents, gave him a 
commanding intinenee in the community. The next year (1774) the 
annual town meetiriii; was held at his house, and such mectinf,'^ con- 
tinued to be so hehl nntil 1779. after which they were held at the 
meeting house, except in severe winter weather. 

Probably his influence was potent in fixinsr tlie loeation of the tirst 
meeting? house very near to his residence and ni)on huid which he gave 
for a site. He also j^ave the land for the old burying ^^round adjoininji:. 

ISIr. Olcott was the first justice of the peace in town, i)ein2 chosen 
to that office at a special town meeting called for that pur{)ose Api il 
7, 1778. In 1777 he was eolotiel of the militia, and was summoned to 
Bennington with half of his regiment by the Vermont Council of 
Safety sitting at lliat plae<\ a few days previous to the battle there 
August 16, 1777, but not soon enouL'h to participate in it. He was 
en<:aged with the American Army in the operations that resulted in 
the surrender of Burgoyne, 

The followin^r offices were held by Mv. Olcott: Judge of County 
Court, 1781; Lieutenant Covernor of the state, 1790-91-92 and 1793; 
Councillor, 1778-81 to 1791 ; Representative in the General Assembly, 
1778 and 1801 ; Commissioner of Sequestration of Tory property, 1777 ; 
Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of Vermont Militia, 1776 to 1781; 
Brigadier General, Third Brigade in the same service, 1781 to 1788; 
and Trustee of Dartmouth College, 1788 to 1808. 

He died at the home of his son, Mills Olcott, at Hanover, N. H., 
September I2f 1808, aged seventyrfiTe years. 

His children were Pelatiah Mills, bom October 19, 1762, and died 
March 30, 1773. 

Peter, Jr., bom April 16, 1764, and died March 9, 1773. . 

Timothy, bom June 29, 1766, and died in 1799, at Charleston, S. C, 
buried at Norwieh. 

Soswell 0., April 11, 1768, and died in Broome, Canada, June 24, 
1841. 

Sarah, bom December 9, 1769, married Colonel Jasper Murdoek, 
January 18, 1786, and died July 13, 1788, leaving an infant child. 
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Sarah Jaiie, born June 5, of the same year, who became the wife 
of Honorable George Blake or Boston^ Mass., June 25, 1810. Mrs. 
' Blake died in 1825 or 1826. 

Margaret, baptized May 17, 1772, became Jasper Murdock's second 
wife. She died without issue April 25, 1796. 

Mills, bom at Norwich May 21, 1774, married Sarah, daughter of 
Colonel Asa Porter of HaverhiU, N. H., December 15, 1800; settled 
at Hanover, N. H., as a lawyer in 1800, and died there July 11, 1845. 

Martha, bom at Norwich September 25, 1779, married Benjamin 
Porter, a son of Colonel Asa Porter of Newbury, Vt., October 26, 1800, 
and had eight children. She died at Hanover, N. H., May 4, 1825. 

Governor Olcott was of direct descent from Thomas Oleott, the pro- 
genitor of the family in this country, who was among the earliest 
settlers in Hartford, Conn., to which place he removed about 1635, 
from near Cambridge, Mass., and there engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits. His wife's maiden name was Porter. Thomas Olcott died in 
1654, aged forty-five years. 

Deacon Timothy Oleott (bom in 1677), a great-grandson of Thomas 
Olcott, lived in Bolton, Conn., and his son Titus was bom there in 
1705. The latter married Damaris Marshall (widow) October 5, 1731, 
and died October 9, 1774. He was the father of Peter Olcott, the sub- 
ject of this sketch. 



THE PARTRIDGE FAMILY 

Samuel Partridge, Sr., was born in Preston, Conn., in 1721. He 
married Kiitli Woodward, and with hev and seven of tlieii- ehildren 
(one sou reniainini? in Connectieut to care for tiie "old rolks"") eame 
to Norwich foi- a pei-iuanent setth^nient about and settltMl on a 

hill farm about one mile west from Norwich villai^e, which fann re- 
mained in the possession of the Partridge family for three generatiuus, 
until sold by the representatives of the estate of Abel Partridge, of 
the third generation, to the late Deacon John Dutton, who demolished 
the old mansion. The farm is now owned hy the widow of th<? late Am- 
brose Currier. 
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By a coiiiiinssioii issued by his Excellency, Henry Moore, Baronet, 
Captain (Jeneral and ( rovernor-in-Chief in and over the Province of 
Xew York." etc., bearinp: date, the 30th September, 1776, Mr. Par- 
tridue was made a lieutenant in the "Regiment of Militia Foot, to con- 
sist of the Inhabitants ol" Norwich in the County of Cumberland, in 
the ]*i'ovince of New York." 

Mr. P;irti'idi,'C' died in Norwich Aujr. 24, 1826, aged ei<;hty-five years, 
and his wife passed away April 29, 1786, in the sixty-seveuth year of 
her age. To them were born : 

Elisha, who married Margaret, a daughter of Mr. Thomas Mur- 
dock, Nov. 14, 1765. 

Samuel, Jr., married Elizabeth Wright, daughter of Aaron and 
Elizabeth (Bliss) Wright, Dee. 6, 1770. 

Isaac, who married Lois Newton, Nov. 3, 1785. 
. , Elias, who married Sarah Brown, Bee. 31, 1788. 

Reuben, who remained in Conneetiont to eare for the "old folks.^' 
^ Ephraim, who never married; was made a prisoner by the enemy 
during the Bevolutionary war and died in captivity in Canada. 

Olive, who married John Wright, son of Aaron and Elizabeth (Bliss) 
Wright, Sept. 27, 1768, 

Ruth, who married Peter Branch. 

Elisha, Isaac, Samuel, Jr., and Ephraim were soldiers in the Revo- 
lutionary war. 



CAPT. ALDEN PAIiTRiDGE 

The subject of this sketch was the second son of Samuel, Jr., and 
Elizabeth (Wright) Partridge, and was born at Norwich, Feb. 12, 
1785, on the farm where his father and grandfather located when they 
came to this town. 

He remained at home, doing the work that fell to the lot of the sons 
of New England farmers in those days, until he entered Dartmouth 
College in 1802. He continued his course in college until 1805, when 
he entered the V , S. Military Academy at West Point, being the first 
person from his native town to enter that institution^ After his grad^ 
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nation at the {leatlemy he filled many positions on the aeadomic staff 
there, besides ])ein<; superintendent of the academy at dilTtMeut times. 
In 1817 he resi{fned his commission of captain in the corps of engi- 
neers. 

Captain Partridj^e was chief of the American party in luiiiunir a 
uorthc^asteiii bonndary, in 1819. between this country and Canada, 
under the Fifth Article of the Treaty of Ghent; Surveyor General 
of Vermont, 1823: represented his native town in the lejrislature in 
1833, 1834, 1837, and 1839; three times his party's candidate for Con- 
j;ress, but unsuccessful, as the district was larjjely of a ditferent po- 
litical colorin<r. In 1812. Dartmouth College conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of A. M., and the University of Vermont did likewise 
in 1821, it being the only honorary' degree conferred by that corpo- 
ration that year. In the same year the Presidency of that insti- 
tution was offered him, only to be declined by him. 

Captain Partridge was a noted pedestrian, on several occasions 
walking sixty miles a day, and once pacing off seventy miles within 
that limit. Once when returning to his home from an excursion to 
Fort Ticonderoga, and other points of historic interest in that vicinity, 
he averaged fifty-four miles daily for three consecutive days, crossing 
the Green Mountains and carrying his knapsack and barometer (his 
inseparable companions on all his pedestrian excursions). 

It has been said of him by one who knew him well in his youth, that 
he was never known to utter a vulgar or profane word, or a by-word, 
or to use tobacco in any form. Such he was through life, and a most 
constant attendant upon Sabbath services. 

In 1837, Capt. Partridge married Ann Elizabeth Swasty, daughter 
of John Swasey, a merchant of Claremont, N. H., and to them were 
born two sons, George M. C. and Heniy V., the former passing away 
May 12, 1855. 

After a short illness, Captain Partridge died, January 16, 1854, in 
the sixty-ninth year of his age, followed by his widow, Oct. 11, 1902, 
in her ninety-second year. 
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CAPTAIN PABTRIDGE AS AN EDUCATOR 

The influence of Captain I'artridu-e in this direction was important 
and far rcaehniir. He was one ol" the first to point ont the vices and 
defects of the hii^her education of his time. It is a well-known fact 
that the physical development of tlie literai-y and student class has 
been improved within tlie hist lialf century. Captain Partrid<;e 
wrought out in his own mind a sehenie of education, mental, moral, and 
physical, that was thoroughly practical and American. He then set 
himself to e^ta])lish schools wherein his ideas could be carried into 
operation. These schools proved n uneat success, and in them were 
trained many younsr men whose services to the country have proved to 
be of the hi<rhest value. His capital maxim in education was. mms 
nana In corpon sano- — a sound mind in a s(»und l)ody. Tn his system 
of education he combined the physical training of the Old Greeks 
with the ardent patriotism of the Old Romans, and added thereto 
other elements oriifinal with himself, and then Americanized and mod- 
ernized the whole. His coot l ihutioii to modern education was imi)ort- 
ant, and for his labors in this dii-eetion, Captain Partrid^te well de- 
Fci ves the tjratitude of his count lymen and of posterity. We have 
lived to see the defects of a college education as pointed out by Captain 
Partridj?e two e:enerations auo in a lare^e nieasuie corrected. The 
symnasium is now an essential pai L of every well-appointed institution 
of learning'. Maidy sports and games everywhere receive large and 
constant attention. 

A wide option of elective studies is lutw offered to every college stu- 
dent in place of the old ij]t1exil)k' curriculum of strictly scholastic 
Lraiiiin^'. Indnsti-ial education is everywhere coming into use. The 
natural aud political sciences are assiduously cultivated with largely 
endowed professional chair.s in all the universities, and every facility 
given for acquiring a practical education. 

Indeed it is doubtful if the idea of the Agricultural College was 
not original with Captain Partridge rather than with our Vermont 
Senator. From a lecture given by Captain Partridge before the ess- 
tablishment of his Military Academy at Norwich, in 1820, I quote 
the following: **In a country like ours, which is emphatically agri- 
eultural, I pramime it will not be doubted that a practical, scientific 
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knowledge of agriculture would constitute an important appendage 
to the education of eyery American citizen. Indeed the most certain 
mode of improvinpr the apricnlture of the country will be to make it 
a branch of detnentary education. By these means it will not only be 
improved, but a knowled;.'e of improvements jrenerally disseminated 
amontr the ffvent mass of the people ... " Aftei- ontlininf? a 
suitable course of advanced studies, he adds: **To the institution should 
be attached a ranjje of mechanic shops, where thase who possess an 
aptitude and inclination iniu'lit occasionally employ a leisure hour in 
learning the use of tools and the knowledge of some useful mechanic 
art." 

What is this ]>ut Mr-. IMorriirs College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts antedated by forty years ? 



General Lewis S. I'ai-frid^e, son of Abel and Alpa (Lewis) Par- 
tridge, was born in Norwich, Vt., in 1818, a year prolific in the birth 

of sons m town. 

In early life he served in clerkships in mercantile business in Nor- 
wich, and in Hanover and Claremont, N. H. lie became a cadet at Nor- 
wich L^niversity in 1833, remaining there until 1836. Later on he en- 
tered into mercantile business on his own account in his native town. He 
was at one time proprietor of the "Union Hotel," at Norwich. From 
early life Mr. Partridge took an aetive part in polities and was a prom- 
inent faetor in his political party, both in town and State. He repre- 
sented his town in the General Assembly in 1852 and the following 
year; was Adjutant General of Vermont, 1852-1854; postmaster at 
Norwich, 1833, 1861, and 1885; delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention of 1854. 

He married (first) Harriet Baxter (youngest child of Ira Baxter, 
of Norwich), June 16, 1846. They had three children. He married 
(second) Elizabeth Woodruff of Tinmouth, Yt., and to them were born 
six children, now livinpr, all of whom and their mother reside at Man- 
chester, N. H. 

General Partridge was a man of fine physique and pleasing address. 
He died at Norwich; Ma^ 22, 1885, 
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REVEREND LYMAN POTTER 

Was born at Salisbuiy, Conn.; graduated at Yale College in 1772, 
and three years later (August 31, 1775) was settled over the Congre- 
gational Church at Norwich, Yt. As the fii-st settled minister in town 
he received the ^'rant of land provided in all the New Hampshire town 
charters for this purpose. Tliis eousisted of between three hundred 
and four hundred aeres. Upon this land, then presumably a wilder- 
ness, Mr. Potter at once began to carve out a farm and a home. The 
location of his home was pleasant, it beiu*r the present farm of Mr. 
Stillman Armstrong, still familiarly called the "Potter place." About 
one year subsequent to his settlement in Norwich, Mr. Potter married 
(September 1, 1776) Abagail Payne, daughter of Colonel Elisha 
I'ayne of Lebanon, N. H. The fruits of this marria^^e were nine chil- 
di-en, three sons and six daugrhters, bom in town. The ministry of 
Mr. Potter covers a period of twenty-six yeai-s (1775-1801 ). After the 
year 1783, his salary, which .was usunlly £75. was raised by direct tax 
upon the polls and rateable estate of all the taxpayers in town, and 
collected by a special officer cho.sen for that purpose in town meeting. 
This tax was called the "priest rate" and was riiridly enforced against 
all who did not produce a written certificate from the minister or 
clerk of some other reliijious sect setting forth the fact of their mem- 
bership in such sect or denomination. 

The professioTial labors of the fir-st Tiiinistor. it is belirvrd. wore 
si(.-]iprall_\' acceptable to tlie to\vns])eople. He ]))'eachcd lnii«:- ex))o.sitory 
sermons, made lonji prayers, and used many lon^ metric liyiiiiis in liis 
services lie dressed in the clerical 'jarb of his day with loose and 
ffowinLT •••latskii'ts, {towdei-ed liair, and woi*e a tbi'ee-cornered cock'ed 
hat oJ" the continental pattiM H. Heiii«f a man of lari,^' si/.e and coni- 
mandinir appearance, lie was an object of considei*abie awe, especially 
to children and youn^ peoi)lc, who on bis comin^r into their presence 
were expected to show especial attention and eonitesies. wlncb he 
W(»uld reward witb a pleasant .suhIo and a few kindly words. He is 
said to have been ver\' punctual in visitinjj: the schools and catechising 
the children. 

Aside I'ltun bis iti-ofcssinna! duties, Mr. Pottci- was a practical and 
successful farmer and a tlirifty manager of property. Ue reared a 
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larjre family of cliildren, two of his sons receivinj? a colletdate educa- 
tion at Da il mouth College, wlitre one (Lyman Potter, Jr.) jjraduated 
in 1799, the other in 1802. 

In the capacity of chaphviti, lni accompanied the regiment or half 
rejjiment of militia that was calit'd out to meet the invasion of Bur- 
goyne's army in tht autiuiiu of 1777, from this and iici^diborin^' towns. 
On the convening? of the Vermont lejfislature at Norwich in June, 
1785, the "election sermon," as it was called, was preached by Air. 
Potter, as ab<o at Newbury on a similar occasion in the fall of 1787. 
In his pulpit efforts he does not appear to have been especially happy, 
his delivery being marred by a slight impediment in speech, and by a 
harsh, shrill voice. He was, however, eon«dered a man of strong 
mind, and won the respect and affection of his parishioners, from whom 
he received many tokens of their regard. Toward the last of his min- 
istry, it is hinted that he allowed his farming and his family and sec- 
ular affairs to encroach too much upon his time, to the neglect of 
spiritual duties. However that may be, at the annual town meeting in 
March, 1801, Mr. Potter resigned his office and requested a dismission, 
which, after reference to a committee consisting of Governor Brigham, 
Elisha Burton, and Governor Olcott, and after due negotiations, was 
readily granted and the official connection of the town with its first 
minister was formally severed in July following. 

During the same year, Mr. Potter and family, with the family of 
Colonel Jasper Murdoek, who had married Martha Potter the Febru- 
ary preceding, removed from town and performed the long and la- 
borious journey to the Connecticut lands of northeastern Ohio, then a 
part of the Northwestern Territory and since known as the Western 
Reserve. Thither one of his sons had already preceded him, and there 
Colonel Murdoek was already engaged in extensive land speculations. 
But little has been gathered concerning the later history of the Potter 
family in their new home, where they must have encountered afresh 
the hardships of a pioneer life in a new country. Colonel Murdoek, 
who was undoubtedly the leading spirit in effecting their removal, died 
early in 180S. Of the two sons who graduated at Dartmouth, Lyman 
Potter, Jr., settled as a farmer in TrumbuirCounty, Ohio; Elderkin 
Potter was a successful lawyer in New Lisbon, Columbiana County, 
Ohio. Both were subsequently members of the Ohio legislature. Mr. Pot- 
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ter continued to preach to some extent, but did not afterwards have a 
permanent settlement. He died at Steubeuville, Ohio, in 1826, at the 
ripe age of eighty years. He received the degree of A. M. from Dart- 
month College in 1780, and was elected one of the trustees of that 
institution in 1800. He was bi other of Reverend Isaiah Potter, settled 
over the church m Lebanon, N. H. 



THE BICHAKDS FAMILY 

Jonas Richards, born at Eillingly, Conn., in 1744, mairied Hannali 
Wheeler of Plainfield, that state, and settled in Norwich in 1767. 

He was one of the pioneer settlers of the town, locating on the farm 
lately owned by Rufns Clond, on the hill northwest of Norwich village. 
He became an enterprising and thrifty farmer. 

He was one of the early members of the Congregational chnreh and 
a man of stem Puritan morality. 

He had a family of seven children, the eldest of whom, Joel Rich- . 
ards, bom Nov. 26, 1767, was the second male child born in Norwich, 
according to the. Richards Genealogy. 

He married Merian Smith, of Hartford, Vt., in which town (in the 
Jericho neighborhood) he settled in early life, and there raised a large 
family of children, among them Cyrus Richards, A. M., for many 
years the well Known principal of Meriden Academy, and the Rev. 
DeForest Richards. 

Mr. Jonas Richards died in 1800, at the age of fifty-six years, and 
his wife died in 1826, aged eighty-seven years. 

One of his sisters married (at Preston, Conn., in 1748) John Hatch, ' 
Esq., one of the early settlers in Norwich. 

Three other sons of Jonas Richards early removed from town. 
Wheeler settled on a farm in Derby, Vt., but afterwards removed to 
Ohio. Alvin went west early in life in quest of his fortune, and was 
never after heard from. Bela lived and died a farmer at Benton,. 
N. Y. He married Sarah Slade of Hanover, N. H. 

Tjevi, horn July 15) 1777, inherited the paternal home and passed his 
life in Norwich, where he raised quite a lar^e family, and here he died 
in 1846, aged sixty-nine years. 
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All llieBe flOnS of Jonas Richards, like their father, were large, ath- 
letic men, remarkable for great physical strength and power of en- 
durance. Levi, especially, was princely in form and appearance, and 
was said to be the strongest man in Norwich in his day. 

Th^ Were also highly respected for their intelligence, integrity and 
purity. 

Levi's son, Harry, entered Dartmouth College, but did not grad- 
uate. 

He settled as a mechanic in Norwich; was a j^vait icadcr, and mnch 
esteemed as a citizen, holding important town ofiBces. lie died at the 
age of thirty-live years. 

Chandler, another son of Levi Richards, jrradnated at "Dartmouth 
College, 1855; studied hiw, went to Vv'iseonsin and died there. 

Sarah Helen, daughter of Levi, married Rev. Thomas Hall, in 1852, 
as his second wife. 



TBUJVIAN BISHOP RANSOM 

Truman Bishop Ransom was bom in Woodstock, Vt., December, 
1802. He was the son of Amasa Ransom, and was named after a 
Methodist minister, Truman Bishop. His mother ^s maiden name was 
Root. But little is known of bis early life. His father died when he 
was but ten years old, leaving him no patrimony, but superior natural 
abilities, an ardent, hopeful temperament, and great ambition. 

Young Ransom obtained by his unaided efforts a good acadeniica] 
education. He became a cadet at the A. L. S. & M. Academy at Nor- 
wich, in 1820, and there found a friend and benefactor in the person 
of Oapt. Alden P'artridge. 

Completing a course of scientific and liberal studies at Norwich, 
where he imbibed in full measure the military spirit and enthusiasm 
of his preceptor, he was for several years employed as teacher of math- 
ematics and military science in different military schools in Connecti- 
cut. New Jersey, and Fayetteville, N. C, and finally as professor of 
mathematics in the U. S. Navy. When Norwich University was estab- 
lished in 1835, under the Presidency of Captain Partridge, Ransom 
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was elected vice-president^ and upon Captain Partridge resigning lus 
position in the institution Colonel Ransom became his successor. 

Colonel Ransom took much interest in the State militia, and in 1836 
he was made General of Division and re-elected to that office until 
1844. He was the candidate of the Democratic party for Congress in 
1840, and for Lieutenant Governor in 1846, He was commissioned 
Colonel of the Ninth U. S. Infantry, soon to start for the theatre of 
war in Mexico. 

In his campaigning in Mexico Colonel Ransom proved himself a 
gallant officer, and while leading his command he was killed at the 
fitorming of Chapultepee, Sept 13, 1847. 

The following touching and appropriate lines were written by J. H. 
Warland, of New Hampshire, a member of Colonel Ransom's military 
staff, shortly after the Colonel's death: 

RANSOM 

He fell as the hero falls, 

With his good sword by his side, 
As he led the wajr through the thick of the fray, 

In all a warrior's pride. 

« « • • 

And his be the hero's fame ! 

It shall ring o'er land and sea ; 
As the hills that rise in his native skies, 

Ever-green his name shall be. 

He died as the hero dies, 

On the field his sword hath won, 
'Mid the cannon's flame and the ShOt that came 

Like hail from tiie deadly gun. 

Col. Ransom's body wns i^laoefl in a Ipaden polliii and temporarily 
interred in the Protostanl hnryinp: jrround iKar the city of Mexico. 
Diirinur the followinjr winter it was removed ajul hroii(j:ht haek to liis 
home in Vermont, where it was consifrned to its linal resliiii; ])laee in 
the old eemetei y at Xorwieh villaire. on the 22d day of February, 1848. 

The (hiy was the oeeasioii for a i)ul)lic funeral attended by many 
Iradint; men of his own and adjoining states, and by a eoneonrse of 
eitizens. lariier, probably, than had ever before been assembled in 
Norwieh on any occasion. Rev. J. 1). Butler, of Wells River, preached 
the funeral discourse, which was followed by a bt ief eulogj' (after- 
wards printed ) by F. W. Hopkins, Adj. -(Jen. of \'erm(mt. 

The remauis were then consigned to the grave with appropriate 
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military honors; two companies of light infantry from Hanover and 
Iiebanon, N. H.» with a brass band from Claremont, and the West 
Fairlee Rifle Corps, besides the Norwich Company, forming the escort ; 
the whole under the command of Gen. W. E. Lewis of Norwich. 

Col. Bansom married, abont 1830, Margaret M. Greenfield, df Mid- 
dletown. Conn., to whom were bom seven children, three of them 
dying when quite young. Dunbar R. Ransom (his eldest son) was a 
cadet at the U. S. Military Academy, and served with distinction in 
the army during the late Civil War, being brevetted several times for 
gallant and meritorious service in the field. He left the army in 1872, 
and for several years was in the employ of the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road Company. He died at Fort Worth, Texas, July 11, 1897. 
Other children were Thomas Edward Greenfield, Frederick Eugene, the 
youngest son, and Catharine Harriet, who married James O'Hara, 
U. S. A., and became the mother of a large family of children. She 
paased away within the present year, leaving her brother, Frederick 
Eugene, the sole survivor of Col. Ransom *s family. 

The following action by the Legislature of Vermont was taken at 
the session of that body in the fall of 1848 : 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives^ 

'*That in the recent death of Col. Truman B. Ransom, who fell 
while gallantly leading his men at the storming of the heights of Cha- 
pultepec, in Mexico, on the 13th of September last, the State of Ver- 
mont is called to deplore the loss of one of her best citizens, and one 
of her most brave and accomplished soldiers. 

"Resolved, that the firmness and brave bearing displayed by Col. 
Ransom in the several battles in which he participated, which have 
been recently fought between the American and Mexican troops near 
the walls of the City of Mexico, will not only perpetuate forever Iiis 
own memory, but will impart a deeper and more abiding lustre to the 
already well earned martial fame of his native state. 

*' Hi solved, that his Excellency, the GoveriKir, as a token of the re- 
spect of the HeiK ral Assembly of this State for the memory of Colonel 
Ransom, is hereby authorized and empowered to present at such time 
and manner as he may deem proper, to the son of Colonel Ransom, now 
a cadet at West Point, an «ppropriate sword, with such devices and 
inscriptions thereon as will best perpetuate the memory of the de- 
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ceased, and most effectually awaken in the bosom of the son those sen- 
timents of lofty and fervent patriotism for which the father was so 
eminently distinguished." 



GENERAL THOMAiS EDWARD GREENFIELD RANSOM 

General Ransom was the second son of Colonel Truman Ransom, 
and was . bom in Norwich, November 29, 1834. He entered Norwieh 
University in 1848, where he remained three years, then went to 
Illinois, where he practised his profession of civil engineering and 
entered into real estate transactions. 

At the breaking out of the Civil War he was in the employ of the 
Illinois Central Railroad, with his residence in Fayette Connty, that 
State. 

In response to President Lincoln's call for 75,000 troops in 1861, 
he raised a body of soldiers that became Company E of the Eleventh 
Illinois Volunteers, and was elected its Captain, his commission bear- 
ing date, April G, 1861. He was commissioned Ideutenant Colonel of 
the regiment July 30, 1861, and Colonel of the same February 15, 
1862. In January, 1863, he wns appointed a Brigadier General and 
placed in command of a brigade in General Logan's division of the 
Seventeenth Army Corps. 

Cienornl Ransom was severely wounded in the head during the battle 
of Shiloh, April 6, 1862; and received other wounds at Charleston, 
Mo.; at Fort Donelson, in 1862; and at Pleasant Hill, La. The last 
wound was a serious one and caused him to be brought to Chicago for 
care and treatment. 

In the early part of October, 1864, Gteneral Ransom was taken 
severely ill with dysentery, while on active duty in the field. Al- 

Note — The swoid -was presented to Colond Ransom's son by Colond J-. P. 

Kidder, of West Randolph, Vt., l)y request of the Oovcnior. 

It will be of interest to the people of Nor\\'ich, and of the state at large, to learn that 
the Ninth Regiment was not only commanded by Colonel Ransom, but at a later date by 
Gen. Geoige Wright, a native bom son of Norwich, [a notice of General Wright will 
be fnnnd under "Graduates of the I'. S. Military Academy," in a previous chapter in 
this book], and still later by Colonel Liscomb, a Vermonter, who lost his life in China, 
when the allied forces were storming the walls around Pekin. 
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though advised by surgeons and superior offioers to go upon sick leave, 
he firmly refused to heed their adviee^ but continued with his com- 
mand, and when too weak to ride on horseback he rode in an ambu- 

iance. 

All this time the disease was making: rapid progress towards a fatal 
termination, then near at hand. General Kansom died October 29, 
1864. And thus passed away the young, brave, and handsome soldier, 
whose reply to friends when urged by them to leave his command, in 
search of health, was: **I will stay with my command until I am car- 
ried away in my coffin"; and when told that he had but a few hours 
to live, answered: ''I am not afraid to die, I have met death too often 
to be afraid of it now. ** 



THE SEAVEE FAMILY 

The first representatives of this family in Norwich were two brothers, 
Calvin and Nathaniel, who removed to town from Petersham, Mass., 
but in what year we have no record. 

Capt. Nathaniel was a voter here as early as 1777. 

He married Mary Bush and to them were bom four children. Mr. 
Seaver removed from Norwidi prior to 1806, since which time we have 
no record of him. 

Captain Calvin api>ears as a voter in town in 1787. He married 
Molly Hovey in 1786, by whom he had seven children. He was fre- 
quently elected to offices in town. He died in 1841, aged eighty-two 
years, and his wife in 1857, aged ninety-three years* 

Luther, son of Capt. Calvin Seaver, first voted in town in 1801. He 
died at New Orleans, La., in 1829. 

Calvin Seaver, Jr., married for his first wife Cylinda Waterman, 
in 1809; and for his second wife, Sophia — ( f). He died in 1853, 
aged sixty-six years, and his wife, Cylinda, in 1832, forty-five years 
of age. 

Josiah HiUis Seaver was a son of Capt. Nathaniel Seaver. f A further 
record of him apj^ears in the list of graduates of Dartmouth College, 
in another chapter.] 
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Otis, son of Cnptain Cnlvin, was born at Norwich, in 1801. He mar- 
ried Amanda Kimball, who died in 1871, aged sixty-six years. Mr. 
Seaver died in 1874. ajrcd seventy-three years. 

Polly Seav( r married Dyer Waterman at Norwich in 1809, and four 
children were born to tliem. ^» W% U.\^*C \v». '^"^i>'>"^^<^^ f 



SARGENT FAMILY 

John Sarcrent. (progenitor), enrae to Norwich from Mansfield. (Jonn., 
lie was a settler in Norwich as early as 1770: was choseji assessor in 
that year Ue was a subscriber to the Dartmouth Colleire fund, to 
which he eontrilmted forty acres of land and £2 10s in money. 

In Deeeni})er, 1778, Mr. Sarsrent lived in his house near the Ferry 
place leadiiiLT to Dresden (How IlaTiover). 

Auunst 1"). 1780, he was ehoseii one of a committee "to look into 
and adjust the amount of service performed in the war by all the able 
bodied men in town." Two days later, at an adjoiiriiefl meetins:. Mr. 
Nathaniel Brown was chosen in Mr. Sargent's place, it being found 
that the latter was absent from town. 

]Mr. Saiiient was en^a^jed in the lumber business upon the Con- 
necticut river but lost most of his property by a freshet, and by bad 
debts (by one Baxter), and returned to Mansfield before 1790. 

He died at Fawlet or Dorset ( ?), Vt, in 1826, where he went in 1811 
to live with his sou, John. Jr. 

In the summer of 1871 John Sai<rent, Jr.. was on frontier service, 
beinjr stationed in the town of Corinth, where a fort had been built 
by two companies under Captain Abner Seeley and Captain Nelson. 
On the 16th of October foUowincr he was on a seout in the town of 
Jericho neai- Winooski river, with four others from the fort. They 
wei e here tired upon by a party of tories, one of them being killed, 
and two wounded, includinsr Mr. Sarp:ent. Those not killed were 
taken prisoners and carried to Quebec, where they were kept until the 
next spring, when they were allowed to return home. 

At a town meeting held November 19, 1782, it was "voted that 
John 8ar<rent, Jr., be entitled to reeeive out of the town treasury his 
pay as a soldier from the time he enlisted until the time of the last 
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town meeting (Se])t ember 20, 1782), and that the consideration of his 
other wages and the pay-roll !&'.d in by Gapt. Seeley, be proposed," 
etc. 

Mr. Sargent married J>elight Bell at Norwich, nm] they had ten 
ehildren. He was a physician, and removed to Doi-set or Pawlet ( ^ u 
Vt., in 1786. He was the father of Honorable Leonard Sargent oi 
Manchester, Vt., and of Doctor Warren B. Sargent of Pawlet, Vt. 

Royal Sargent (supposed to be a son of John Sargent, Sr.) married 
Grace Benton, in 1775. He removed to Irasburg, Vt. 

Elizabeth Sargent married Joel Benton, in 1785, and they had two 
sons. 

Lois Sar<:eiit married Ebenezer Broughton, in 1786, and they had 
three children. 



SAWYER FAMILY 

The first of this narne to eome to Norwich, of whom we have any' 
record, was Conaut B. Sawyer (son of Isaac Sawyer), who removed 
here from Hebron, Conn., his native town, during the early years of the 
settlement of Norwich, for a temporary sojourn, then returned to He- 
bron, from which place he became a soldier during the War of the 
Revolution. We are unable to determine the year when Mr. Sawyer 
returned to Norwich for a permanent residence, but we find that he 
was in town as early as 1780. 

Mr. Sawyer located in that part of the town known u.s Beaver 
Meadow (now West Norwich \ on a farm subsequently owned by 
William Pixley, Captain Thomas Howard, and now by Chauncey 
Smith, except that part that came into the i>osiieii.sion of his son Cal- 
vin, upon whieli the hitter erecltMl a dwelling, and there passed his days. 
He was horn in IT')*), and died in IS.JS. He had live wives; Deborah 
Huhinson, Koxalana Miller, Ruth Boaidnian and Mary and Margaret 
McAllister, sisters. P>y Deborah Kobinson lie had two ehildren. and 
bv Kuth Boardman six, of whom Mis.s Harriet Sawyer, whuse (jcalh 
occurred a tew years since at the home of C. C. Sawyer, was one . the 
other-s were Calviu, already meutioned, Oramel, Alilo, Almon, and 
Ituth. 
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Isaac Sawyer, the father of Conant, never came to Norwich, but aeon 
after his death in Connecticut, his widow came here and lived in the 
family of Hon. Paul Brigham. 

Jacob S. Sawyer removed to Norwich from Connecticut, in 1785, 
accompanied by his wife, Jemima, two sons, Western and Cornelius, 
and one daughter, Sally, six years old, who subsequently married 
Cephas Harding and resided in Pomfret, Vt. He settled upon a hill 
farm half a mile west of New Boston Scboolhouse, where he built him- 
self a log house. The family baking was done in an oven of stone 
and clay erected on a ledge of rocks in rear of the house. In 1786, 
he planted seeds from two apples brought by him from Connecticut, 
from which are two trees now bearing fruit. He died in 1826, aged 
sevenlyHBix years, and his wife, October 20, 1S35, aged eighty-one 
years. 

Prom any soinee of information at our command, we are unable 
to decide whether Conant and Jacob S. Sawyer were of the same 

family — at least, of near ties of consanguinitj'. 

Western Sawyer, after arriving at man's estate, located on a farm 
about one mile north of New Boston Schoolhonse, and built a log 
house in which to reside. He removed to the State of Ohio, in 1825. 

Cornelius and his wife {nee Alice Johnson) made their home on 
the farm where his father settled. He died February 20, I860, aged 
seventy six years, and his wife passed away May 23, 1S52, aged sixty- 
seven >'ears. 

Their children were James, Milton, Ralph, Emeline, Aivira, and 
Ar villa. 

To Calvin Sawyer and his wife { iwr Fanny Hatch) were born eight 
children, among them C. C. Sawyer, now residing in Norwich. 



THE STIMSON FAMILY 

Joel Stimson, the prosrenitor of the Stimson family in Norwich, 
emigrated from Holland, Conn., during the Revolutionary War. He 
had previously served as a soldier from that town — a fifer in Captain 
Solomon Will's Company. He married Susanna Growe at Norwich, 
April 15, 1779. He settled on what is now the Danforth farm, on the 
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old Sharon road, and for many years kept a hotel there, Mr. Stinuson 
r;iis( 1 H lai j^e family of sons ai d dau{;liWrs and was a leadiiij^ man in 
tuwii and church. He was chosen tithinjminii as early as 1785. He 
died April 15, 1818. njjed sixty-two. Hi.s eldest son. Seba Stimson, 
removed to ( Jieensboro, Vt., when quite a youn^^ man. He was the 
father of Joel G. Stimson, who was born in Greensboro. 



COLONEL ALBA STIMSON 

Second son of Joel Stimaon, was born at Norwich, May 10, 1783, 
and died at Post Mills, Vt., March 15, 1864. The {greater part of his 
long life was passed in Norwich, of which he was for many years one 
of the most respeeted and influential citizens. He was early prom- 
inent in the militia, where he rose to the rank of Colonel, and in that 
capacity was in command of several companies and detachments that 
were assembled at Windsor in June, 1825, to welcome General Lafay- 
ette to Vermont. He is best remembered, perhaps, by the older towns- 
people as a school teacher in the district schools, an occupation for 
which he was singularly well adapted, both as regards the instrnetion 
and discipline of his pupils. He was ever ^ firm friend of popular 
education and was annually elected superintending school committee 
for a long period. Colonel Stimson wa.s one of the earliest and most 
agj^ressive amonjr the founders of the Free Soil party in this section 
of the state, and he was often the candidate of that party for office 
in town and county. 

For nearly thirty years he was much in i)nhlic service, holdin}< 
nearly every town office, one of the last of which was to serve as the 
representative of the town in the constitutional convention of 1850. 

Colonel Stimson married Phoebe, daughter of Pierce Burton, Esq., 
March 16, 1809, whom he survived a few years. They had no chil- 
dren. During a considerable portion of his later life he resided tipon 
and owned the Pierce Burton farm near Norwich village, now the 
home of W. Hazen. 
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DOCTOR AMOS TWITCHELL 

Doctor Amos Twitcliell, the famous physician and surgeon of Keene, 
N. H., half a century a»;o, began his prole.ssional life in Norwich, 
where he resided about three years, (1805-1808 1. Doctor Twitchell 
was lK)rii in Dublin, N. H., in 1781; graduated at Dartmouth ('oUege 
in 1802. lie was early attracted to the medical protcsiiiou and became 
a favorite pupil of Dr. Nathan Smith, the founder of the New Hamp- 
shire ^Medical luslitution at TTanovei'. As there were four resident 
physicians in town at the time oi" Doetor Twitchell's settlement here, 
he made but slow headway in Jiis i>i ofession. His charges during his 
first year's residence only amounted \o nhout *^'27)(). He was poor and 
involved in debt, and his letteis at this time show that he was subject 
to seasons of deep despondency in view of his future prospects. He 
expressed coiilidence in his ability to obtain in time the largest share 
of the business in the vicinit> . hut ambition and his necessities im- 
pelled him to seek a wider field of activity. In a letter to his brother- 
in-law Doctor Carter, under date of May 9, 1807, he says: "I have 
been looking over my books. I find I am doing very poorly; some 
have rvui away; others are unable to pay; and not any of them do 
pay. Of course. I shall never be able to make remittances to my 
creditoi-s. so long as 1 tairv here." It appears there was an improve- 
ment in his business {>rospects towards tlie end of his residence here, 
but not such as he thought warranted him in remaining where he must 
spend the prime of his life before he could attain "to anything like 
independence." He was employed by the town to some extent in 
doctoring the poor; the auditor's report in 1810 showing that he was 
paid a bill of $44 for medical services. 

During the time of his residence here Doctor Twitchell was devoting 
much time to the study and practice of anatomy, which was a passion 
with him for many years. The obtaining of subjects for dissection 
was attended with many difficulties at that time, and Doctor Twitch- 
ell 's reputation for the surreptitious procurement of such material 
from the graveyards of the vicinage was notorious and unsavory. He 
is said to have been one of the most daring and adroit operators in 
this line while a student and in the first years of his practice. This 
fact and some professional jealousy towards him on his first coming 
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To Norwich, doubtless operated to his disadvantajre in obtainin}* busi- 
ness here. He settled in Keene in 1810, and from that time till his 
death in May, 1850. his fame as a surgeon grew eonstantly till he had 
no superior in northern New England. 



Till-: WATERMAN FAMILY 

This family liacc tlu ii- iiiu^aire liack to those of that name in Nor- 
wich, En<!^IaDd, by the following links in llif chain : Robert and Eliza- 
beth (Bairne^ AYalcrnian: Thomas and Miriam (Trney) Wateniia:i: 
Thomas and Elizahith (Allyne) Waterman: Daniel and Mary (Gif- 
ford) and Elizabeth ( Haskell) Waterman. Then* arc probably, sctrae 
missing links in the chain before coming to Daniel Waterman, the 
progenitor of the family in Norwich, Vt. 

The name of Waterman is connected with the earliest days of our 
town 's history — before a settlement was made within its borders, ll 
was at William Waterman's tavern at Mansfield, Conn., where the 
tii'st and later steps were taken towards the or^nization and settle- 
ment of the town, from which event we follow speedily and directly 
to the Daniel Waternnm. already mentioned, who was a voter of record 
in 17{)7, and who married Aim Ford, to whom were born ten chil- 
dren, as follows: Datiirl. Jr., Saimit'l. Eli*;ha. Elijah, James, John, 
Levi ( ?\ Aim, who married Levi Halilwin. to wlioni wei'e born eleven 
children; .Mary, who became Ihe second wife of Jeremiah Hedjtes, 
and Elizabclli, who married Daniel (J. Baker, as liis second wife. 

When Daniel Watf^rTiiaii loeated in .Norwich, it was in the northeast 
j)art of the town (in the i'onipantxKsuc district) in wliicli locality lie, 
with otheis. had "proprietors" l iLdits" of land voted then) "as a con- 
sideration tor first coniiug into town and for the burden of first set- 
tling said town.** 

In that section of the tow 11 hiler ircncrat ions ol' tlie family established 
homes, ioiiuini? (piite a jxipulous (Muinuunity oi' themselves. 

The reyord of this ftiniily is sufficient for a long and inleresti:i>: 
history. 
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THE WRIGHT FAMILY 

Aaron Wri.^ht, horn in tlie year 1700 (probably in IIt'l)i'oi]. Conn..) 
the only son of Saiiau'l and Elizabeth Wright, came to Xorwicli t'ronj 
Preston, (/onn.. about 1765 and located on a hill farm, west of Nor- 
wich Plain, just soutli of the Deacon John Dutton faim. The prop- 
erty passed into the handn of Mr, Dutton some years since, and he 
took down the old house built by Mr. Wrijrht. 

Previous to his removal t(» Norwich, Mr. Wrijjht married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Rev. Sanmcl and Elizabeth Bliss, to wliom were 
lH>rn six sous and two danjfhters. Of these children. John, boin in 
1774, married Ulive Partridjre, September 27, 17(5S; Elizabeth mar- 
ried Samuel Partridge, in 1770. Samuel mafiied (Hist) Eunice 
Ballard, (second) Polly Lane or Mary Lane. One record states that his 
first wife was Marv Lane, to wiiom he was married in 1792. It is 
probable that all of Mr. Wright's children were born before their 
parents eame to Norwich. 

John, son of Aaron and Elizabeth ^Wri^^ht. had by his wife, Olive, 
lour sons and seven dauirhteis — tlu'ee died iu infancy. Anna mar- 
ried Don J. Bri^hani: Ruby married Norman Cloud; Polly married 
Daniel Durkee and resided in Pennsylvania, where her husband en- 
tered into the practice of law, became a judge of one of the courts, 
and died at York in that state; Olive married John Hutehinson,- 
Betsey married Blisha Hutehinson; Ebenezer, (bom January 23, 
1783) removed to Pennagrlvaikia, where he became a lawyer of note and 
died at his home in LancaBter. Hoswell, another son, bom in Nor- 
wich, February 17, 1781, married Jemina Rose of Lisbon, Conn., 
February 20, 1803, and to them were bom- three children : Oeorge, 
Merey R., and Olive Partridge. George graduated from the U. S. 
Military Academy in 1822; fought through the Mexican War, and 
was several times brevetted for meritorious conduct during that cam- 
paign'; saw much service against the Indians; reached the rank of 
Brigadier General for gallant service during the War of the Rebellion. * 
He was drowned by the sinking of the steamer Brother Jonathan off 
the coast of Oregon, July 30, 1865, while on his way to his post of 
duty. Mercy R. died in Norwich at the home of her sister, Mrs. 
Olive P. Newton, widow of the late Baxter B. Newton, June, 1899. 
Roswell Wright died October 9, 1866, 
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John Wright, Jr., youngest son of John and Olive Wright, was 
bom in Norwich, June. 8, 1792; graduated from the U. S. Military 
Academy, July 23, 1818. His first wife was Susan, a daughter of 
Dr. Phineas Parkhurst of Lebanon, N. H., to whom one child, Susan 
Anu, was bom, and she became the wife of C. C. Benton, Esq., of 
Lebanon. Mr. Wright's second wife was Almira Kidder Green, of 
Putney, Vt., by whom he had five children, only three of whom 
reached adult age, viz. — ^Leonard Jarvis, Mary Jarvis, and Thomas 
K. G., all of whom are dead. Mr. John Wright read law after leav- 
ing the army, and established himself in his profession in his native 
town, becoming a prominent citizen in the community. He held 
several public offices: was postmaster from 1836 to 1839, and from 
1853 to 1855. He died in Norwich, Sept. 10, 1860. 

The tragic death of Mr. John Wright, Sr., as related by his grand* 
daughter, Mercy Wrijjht, to a relative of hers, is related below: 

September 10th, 1799, grandfather was preparing a piece of land 
for sowing ^^rain. He came home and took dinner with his family 
as usual, and before leaving his house requested his second son, 
Ebenezer, to come with the oxen in half an hour, where he was at 
work, in ordor to remove some logs. Ebenezer went according to di- 
rections, and, aithoujrh some distance, the family were alarmed by 
his cries. They, with the neighbors, flocked to the spot, but to witness 
a sad spectacle indeed. Grandfather had attempted to roll a log 
down a descent, and by a sudden movement had ^ot under the log — 
it had rolled onto his body (across his heart) and when his son ar- 
rived life was extinct. * • • • Grandfather was fifty-six 
years old • • • • (irantltather was out in the Revolutionary 
War. He was at the battle of Bennington and the surrender of Bur- 
goyne." 

Aaron Wright died at Norwich, in 1783, aged eighty-three years, 
and his wife in 1789, aged seventy-tive years. 

NoTK— The spot where Mi. Wright was killed has been enclosed for manjr years 
by a picket fence. It is a short distance south of the highway followinip the brook 
westerly from near W. S. Ffazen's At the timeof Mr. Wright's death it wasapart of his 
farm, but is now owned by Charles Swasey. 
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GEN. EDWARD B. WDJLISTON 

Son of EbeDezcr B. and Almira (l*artridge) Willi«tuii, was born 
at Norwich July 15, 1836. He was I'onr years at Norwich University 
previous to receiving an appointment of second lieutenant in the U. S. 
Artillery, Auiiust. 18()l. General Williston served with distinction 
throughout the late Civil War, receiving several brevets for gallant 
conduct. 

In the war with Spain he was on active duty — at one time pro- 
vost-niaishal at Manila. In May, 1898, he waw commissioned briga- 
dier-general. He is now assistant superintendent of the soldiers' 
home, Washington, D. C. 
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OMPOMPANOOSUC AGRICULTURAL PAIR SOCIETY 

[By A . V. Turner] 

In the year 1885 Ai)i)let()n H. Tildeii ()ccaiiie interested in the forma- 
tion of an a^riculUnal society for the purpose ot" holdini: fairs in Nor- 
wich (near Ponipanoosue ), and through his efforts ^inite a wide interest 
in this seheine was awakened in Norwich, Thetford, and llai'ttord. Vt., 
and Lyme. IlanovcM-, antl Tjt^hanon. N. H. Pebmary (>. ISSH. a meeting: 
was called in Norwicli and a teiiipoi ary or'jani/ation foi'Tiied, with A. 
M. Fuller president, and A. Turnci- seeietary. The niembei-ship 
fee was fixed at $1.00 and a eoMiniittee elected to solicit nieiiihership. 
The meeting adjonnu d (o l^'cbi nary *21. at which time the eomniiltee 
reported that er rounds suitTible i'ur lair purposes could be rented of 
J. H. and Sarah J. Chapman at a rental of $25.00 per year. A mem- 
bership of 177 was reported at this meeting. 

At an a(i.i<'iiMied meeting liekl March 6, 1886, a permanent e»r^aniza- 
tion was made with the following named board of officers: Ti. A. Tilden, 
President; J. M. Fuller, Secretary; A. V. Turner. Treasurer; E. M. 
Fullington and J. II. Chapman, Vice Presidents: Executive Committee, 
H. P. Flint, Jonah Taylor, A. W, Brigham ; J. AV. Armstrong, Mar- 
shal; N. II. (Mogston, General Superintendent; Directors: Norwich, T. 
A. Hazen, Bartlett Sargent. Kichard Waterman, G. M. Slack, A. W. 
Johnson. C. Strong: Hartford, David Hazen, Enos Uillett ; Hanover, 
N. H,, J. H. Foster; Lyme, N. H., A. P. Colby; Strafford, L. Parker. 
The Constitution and the preminm list of the Tnnbridge Fair Associa- 
tion were adopted. The Chapman grounds were leased for a long term 
of years and work was planned for a fair to be held in Septepiber. 

During the early fall buildings and a track suitable for fair purposes 
Avere built entirely by the public spirit of the people. The first fair 
was set for the 20th of September. Entries in aU the departments 
were good, but a rain storm of several days set in and the fair was 
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adjourned some daya, but was finally held with a good attendance and 
fine show of stoek. 

Nine fairs were held by this assoeiation, all bnt one of which were 
in the midst of rainy weather, and the saying is still heard, *'Pompa 
Fair will bring rain aiiy time." Furthermore, the interest and work 
of caiTying on the fairs had fallen so heavily on a '*few faithful work- 
crs" that in 1895 it was deemed best to close up the business of the 
association, which was done by selling at auction the assoeiation prop- 
erty and dividing the proceeds among the few remaining members of 
the society. While it cost a few members weeks of hard labor and 
much money to help carry on the fairs, yet much good came to the 
agricultural interests of this town and vicinity which made their bur- 
den seem lighter. 



OLD HOME WEEK OBSERVANCE 
[Bjf Rev. N. R. Ntcko/s] 

Agreeably to provisions of the laws of Vermont, citiasens of Norwich 
assembled May 11, X901, and organized the Norwich Old Home Week 
Assoeiation. The following officers were elected: H. V. Partridge, 
President; T. A. Hazen, 1st Vice President; G. M. Slack, 2nd Vice 
President; P. W. Hawley, Secretary; George Messenger, Treasurer; 
Executive Committee : W. S. Bowles, D. D. S., Mrs. Wm. E. Lewis, M. 
S. Colburn, W. O. Blood, Mrs. Jerome Brown. At a meeting June 
7th by-laws were adopted and the followinpr conimittces appointed : 
Location, E. W. Olds, A. V. Turner, ^trs. F. W. Hawley; Invita> 
tion, Mrs. William E. Lewis, Miss Snrali J. Burton. ^liss Mary A. 
Loveiand: Finance, A. W. Briirham, W. O. Blood, Dea. R. T. Lewis: 
]*ro«rram, INIrs. W. S. Bowli s. Miss Anna Convei'se, Miss Knuna Slack; 
Dinner. Dea. Samuel Hutchinson, Mrs. J. 11. Loveiand, IMrs. E. G. 
IjiNrd. It was also voted that August 16th be observed as Old Home 
Day. 

At a meeting of the various committees July 2:id, it was decided to 
hold the pnblie exercises on the common. The following: invitation was 
sent to over four hundred former residents: "The Norwich Old Home 
Ass(u-iation most cordially invites you to return and pai-licipate in the 
First Annual Beunion of present and former residents. Old Home 
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Week, Autrust lltii to 17th, 1901, and especially to be present at the 
Public Exercises, Old Home Day, Norwich, Vermont, Friday, Aii^ist 
16th, 1901." 

The day of observance was perfect. There waB a general attend- 
ance of the citizens of the town, and many also came from nei|?liboriDg 
towns, as well as from other stateaJn the record hook may be found 
the names of 118 non-residents from without the state, and of ninet> - 
five now living; in Yermont, who had returned to renew their interest 
in their former home. It was estimated that more than a thousand 
people were present. Of this number some eight hundred partook of 
the dinner provided under the directions of the entertainment com- 
mittee. The exercises of the afternoon consisted of music, addTsses 
by non-residents and by citizens, and the reading of letters from people 
unable to be present. In the evening there was an open air concert by 
the band engaged for the occasion. 

Norwich village appeared at its best. Public buildings and private 
dwellings were very tastefully deeorated, and, in the evening, illumin- 
ated, for the occasion. Windows were everywhere ablaze with light. 
Much interest was added by the use of the school building as a memo- 
rial hall where were gathered numerous portraits of earlier inhab- 
itants — ^representations and reminder of their sturdiness of character. 
So satisfactory was the outcome as to make it desirable to observe an 
Old Home Day the next sunmier. The date chosen for the occasion 
was the 15th of August. The celebration was carried out in a manner 
and with results very much like those of the preceding year. A 
shower, however, interfered somewhat with the full enjoyment of the 
exereises of the day. 

Less elaborate preparations were made for the next summer. The 
Norwich Association, however, commemorated Old Home Week, 
August 21st, b} a picnic on the common, to which a <2:eneral invitation 
was extended. The three celebrations were so enjoyable, and in every- 
way satisfactory, as fully to warrant a continued observance of Old 
Home Week. 
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SOME INCIDENTS OP LITIGATION IN NORWICH 

That the people of this town were a litigious people in the early 
part of the century, may well be inferred from the following' state- 
ment of snits-at-law brouf^ht before Hezekiah Goodrich, Justice of the 
Peace, as learned from his aceoiint book : 

In 1808, Daniel Biiek brony:ht 2:} suits; in I^Of), 11 suits. 
In 1808, Ebene^^pr Brown brought VM) snits; in 1809, 218 suitfi. 
In 1808, Zenas Bliss, et al.f broagbt 9 suits. 

Making a total of 168 229 

Although Norwich has had the reputation dnring the past few years 
of being nearly, or quite, the banner town in the county for litigation, 
it has not kept pace with the above record in number of suits brought. 
If the law was often brought into requisition in those early days, it* 
was at times pnt in action in the interest of public morals, as evidenced 
by the following statements : 

"Norwich, June 2^, 1829. 



"Edward Hatehins fined for swearing 'By Jesus Christ,' twice. 
Fine, $1.00 for each oath, $2.00 

"Cost, officer, .34 
"Court, .67 



"$3.01" 

, "George W. Payne Aned for swearing 'By God,' at 5 different 
times, $1.00 ea., $5.00 

"Cost, officer, .34 
"Court, .67 

1.01 



"Stand committed. $6.01." 



Hutehins and Payne belonged in Hanover. June 2nd (the date of 
the above proceedings) was the first Tuesday of that month, the time 
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of the Annual Militia Training (June training;. The proeeedings 
were before Don J. Brigham, Ea<|. 

"State of Vermont. Windsor OoiHity, SS. Be it remembered that 
on the fii*st day of Mareh, 1808, (lidf^v ( Fieeinan of Norwieh, was 
eonvieted before me. II. Goodrich, Justice of the Peace, for utterinof 
one Profane Oath on the 26'^*' day of Feb. last in the words following, 
to wit : * By (iod, etc., and was then ordered to pay a fine of 75 cts., and 
25 cts. cost. 

**A true record. 

"H. Goodrich, Ju.stice l*eace.** 
** State of Vermont. Windsor County, SS. Be it remembered that 
on the 7^*» day of Scpternher, A. D. 1809, Cahnn Miner of Hartford, 
in the county of Windsor, was convicted of horse racing in Norwich 
in the county aforesaid, on the 31"^ day of .Inly last past, and winning 
the sum of $9.50. and was ordered to pay the same into the treasury 
of sd. .Xorwich. with $4.00 fine and $2.71 cost. 
**A true record, Attest 

"lle/> Goodrich, Just. Peace.'* 



NORWICH WBARS THE BELL 

♦ 

By Fairbanks Bush. 

Come ye who love the truth, give ear to what I say ! 

Although it is in poetry, the truth I will oonvey; 
I'll tell you our condition — I think I know it well, 

And then with me you will agree that Norwich wears the bell. 

This town to me was deax, it was my plaee of birth, 

*Twas here I was conceived and drew my natal breath ; 

It was a pleasant land to me, and I am bold to tell* 
For in those days we had much praise, and likewise wore the bell. 

Our fathers all were friends, in wealth they did abound. 
Their object was to live in peace and cultivate the ground ; 

In this they were successful, — in harmony did dwell, 
And we can say there was a day that Norwich wore the bell. 



Digitized by Google 



26o 



HISTORY OP NORWICH 



Alas, how great the ehange! the gold it has turned dim, 
We left the path our. fathers ehoae, and do not dwell therein ; 

Our name is sounding far and wide, but this I'm loath to tell. 
For it is told by young and old, that Norwich wears the bell. 

When T relate this truth iny heart is filled with pain ; 

Those happy days ^^■hich \\\' have spent will ne'er return again; 
Instead of love and friendship, contention hero doth dwell. 

And it is known by this my moan that Norwich wears the bell. 

The town is now deranged — ^this is the state of things: 
Our leaders are unskillful men, and cannot tune her strings; 

They vibrate loud in discord, the sound is sharp and shrill* 
There's none I sec but what agree that Norwich wears the bell. 

Our rulers they are wise — yes, in their own conceit. 

They think the common class all fools, hut tluy will lie and cheat; 
Some thinjrs woidd make you wonder, but those I dare not tell, 

It would disgrace the human race, and Norwich wears the bell. 

These evils which prevail are nunici-oiis and jrreat, 
Likewise they have increase<l al)iin(lantly of late: 

Some thin*:s are now in practice which I'm ashanu*.! to uil, 

That teaches all, lH)th great and small, that Norwich wears the bell. 

The law is our delight, and courts they do abound. 
We Ve almost twenty magistrates, but justice can't be found ; 

Our debts are so increased we cannot pay them well, 
And for want of bail we go to jail, and Norwich wears the bell. 

The men who euard our rights are those who love their ease. 

They show much zeal for virtue's causf. hut twice as much for fees; 
They 'll sitzn a writ for any sum, and cxiculion fill. 

And this is done by every one, and .Norwich wearn the bell. 

There's some profess the law, — ^they say they guard our rights, — 
To rob us of our property they strive with all their mights; 

This is their calculation, we all do know it well, 
By this you see we all agree that Norwich wears the bell. 
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There's some that sell ns jroods, — their object is their pay, — 
They strip us of uur hogs aud piffs, our com, our oats, our hay; 

And this is sold at auction. — I think it pays them well. — 
Aud now with me you must agree that JSorwieh wears tlie bell. 

There's some in horses trade, — ^they say it is no hurt, — 

The calling is as honorable as any otiier work ; 
Our joekeys trade so fairly they all do make it well ; 

They cheer the heart before they part, and Norwich wears the bell. 

There's some boarding- out to learn a usefid trade, 

And Windsor is their residenee.— it is the elioiee they 've made. — 
And others stand propounded, and we can spai-e them well. 

We have in store a number more, and Norwich wears the bell. 



THE LTBKRTY THEE 
By Fairjlvnks Bush. 

Onr fathers of old, by oppression we're told, 

Were forced to cross the wide sea; 
They came to this land, .tho' a small, feeble band, 

And they planted a Liberty Tree. 

This tree ^re\\ so tall (yet its branches were small) 

The nations oi" Europe did see: 
Then Britain enuaiied. with liei- i'orces enraged, 

To pluck up this Liberty Tree. 

It pleased our God to oppose Britain 's rod, 

And show their attempts all in vain ; 
This tree here must stand till it spreads o'er the land, 

And its branches shoot over the main. 

This tree while ascending the gods were defending, 

And turning all envy to shame ; — 
The men of corruption who plot its destruction, 

All true-hearted men do disdain. 
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We have some Britiah tools that may well be lAyVd fools, 

.They would give up our freedom for gain; 
They would plunge the whole nation without hesitation 

In bondage and slavery's chains. 

They would give up our claim to honor and fame, 

They would banish our flag from the sea ; 
If they had but the power th^ would erop the gay flower, 

And would cut down this Liberty Tree. 

But woe to the man that with Britain doth plan 

Against his own country's cause. 
Working every invention to stir up contention. 

And censure our rulers and laws. 

Thoiicrh tories combine in a wretched design. 

And foreigners with them agree. 
In a garb of disguise for to blind freemen's eyes^ 

While they cut down this Liberty Tree; 

Though Britain may boast of a brave gallant host, 

Her power is confined to the sea ; 
The sons of oui- laiul will soon weaken her hand, 

When aimed at this Liberty Tree. 

Then let them all strive in their plans of disguise. 

They can't sap the least twig or a branch; 
We have nothing to fear from the British career, 

Nor the threats of that tyrant of France. 

For America's y:ronnd still echoes the sound — 
Our rights we "11 defend and be frecr 
In one solid l)and we will march hand in hand, 
And support this fair Liberty Tree. 

♦This sonc^ was composed and sun^ by Mr. Bush on the occasion of the erection of a 
liberty pole (Liberty Tree) and ttag-raisinp, which was largely attended, on the grounds 
near the old First MeetinKhouse. in Norwich, in the summer or eariy fall of 1812. This 
was shortly after the declaration of war with Great Britain, and while the war feeling was 
St fever best. 
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1761 (July 4.) The Charter of the town granted by Benning Went- 
worthf royal governor of New Hampshire. (Hartford, Hanover, 
and Lebanon chartered the same day.) The Grantees of Nor* 
wich hold their first meeting (Aug. 26} at the Inn of Wm. 
Waterman in Mansfield, Conn. 

1762 A portion of the township laid off into lots by a committee of 
the grantees. 

1763 The Grantees of Norwich unite with those of Hanover, Leba- 
non, and Hartford in *'eleariiiir a ruud fruni the old fort iu 
Xuinber Four (Charlestown, X. H.), to the middle of the town 
of Hanover." .Jacob Fentoii. Ebenozer Smith and John Shifter, 
from .Mansfield, Ct., begin to make clearin^js on the meadows 
below the mouth of l*ompa river. Death of Mr. Pentou from 
aeeideiital injuries (July 15, 1763), asred sixty-five years. 

1765 i^larch) Committee of five ehoben by the frrantees ''to lay out 
roads for convenienee of settling said township.'* 

1765-6 The families of Nathan !\Iessenu«'r and John Hutchinsou 
(from Ashford. (^onn ). tlu' tirst to pass the winter iu towii — • 
oecupyiu^ a hut on tbe flat near the west end of Hanover bridge. 
Jacob Burton built his first dwelling house a little west of the 
present Azro Turner house. 

1766 First emigration of permanent settlers (10 or 12 families). 
Jacob Burton builds the first saw mill a little west of Norwich 
Plain, on Blood Brook. 

1767 The first child (Lydia Huteliinson i born in town (Oct, 6), 
and the second male child (Joel Richards), born (Nov. 26). It 
is believed that John Waterman, son of Daniel Waterman, was 
the first male child born in town. Date of birth not known. 
Samuel Hutchinson erected a barn on his farm. 

1768 A Court of Confiscation sat in town. 

The first town meeting held within the limits of the town, at the 
house of Joseph Hatch, on the second Tuesday in March. This 
house stood on the opposite side of the street from the present 
firastus Messenger house. 
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1770 The first grist mill in town built by Joseph Hatch and Oliver 
Babcoek, near the mouth of Blood brook. Isaac Fellows builds 
a saw and grist mill on Pompa river about this time. 

The nucleus of a religious society formed. 

The present Knapp mill (grist mill) was built about this time 

by Eliflha Burton. 

1771 A census of the inhabitants taken by the authority of New 
York discloses a population of 206 (40 families) in town. 
Norwich the most populous town in the county at this time, 
Windsor coming next with 203. 

1773 The site for a meeting>house fixed after much controversy, and 
the location marked by a stake set by a committee from out of 
town. 

Gapt. Joseph Hatch erected his second dwelling house (the Eras- 
tns Messenger house).- 

1774 Dr. Josej)li Lewis tho first physician in j^eueral practice. 

1775 The militia t)f tiie county organized into a reji:iment. Peter 
OJcott chosen Colonel and 'I hoinas Muiduck. Major. Rev. Ly- 
man Potter the first minister iustalled into otiice (Au^nist :U ). 
Norwich volunteers paiticipate in the sieire of Boston and the 
invasion of Canada. Charles llazeii 's house, in Uni t ford, built. 

1777 Norwich joins tfu* movement for a new State. »Jacob Burton 
one of a coniniittee to draw up V'crmffnf's Declarafidii of Inde- 
pendence of New York. Westminister Convention (.Ian. 15, 
1777). The Norwich militia uucfer Coi. Oicott at the capture 
of General Burjjoyne's army, 

1778 The representatives of Norwich ( with those of nine other 
towns) formally withdraw from the Vermont legislature on 
account of the action of that body in refusing to confirm a Union 
of certain New Hampshire towns with the new State. The foun- 
dation of the first meetinii-liouse laid ulnly 9). 

1779-1780 Norwich an hiih^pendent Township. The hiws of Con- 
necticut adopted for tlie government of the town. No repre- 
sentation in the Vermont legislature. 

i78i Norwich again united with Vermont to form a second Union 
with 'New Hampshire. 
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' 1782 On a disNoIutioii of the second Union with New Hampshire, 

Norwich a^^aiii revolts and with three others towns (Hartford, 
New I ti n y, and Bradford) seeks a reunion with New llaijipshire. 
The terry between Norwich and Dresden owned and controlled 
by the town. 

1783 Norwich returns to allegiance to V erniont. Death of Abel 
Curtis (October 1). 

1785 The first meetitiir-house coMi])h'ted at a cost of £694. Daniel 
Buck, the first hiwyer in town, <)|)ens an office at the Center. 
The tirst school district (No. 1) orijanized (^Ia^ch), embracing 
a territory two niih^s s(juai'e iu the southeast corner of the town. 
The Vermont lejrishiture convenes in Norwich (June 2-18), the 
as-seuibly occupying the new meeting-house for its sessions. The 
Windsor County Grammar school incorporated and located at 
Norwich. 

1782-5 Peter Olcott, Judge of the Supreme Court. 

1786 Dea. John Slafter builds the Peter Johnson dwelling house, 
now standing. 

1785-9 Period of depreciated currency; taxes paid and traffic car- 
ried on by barter. 

1790 ''Rope Ferry" across Connecticut River established. 

1790-4 Peter Olcott, Lieutenant Crovernor of Vermont 

1793-5 Daniel Buck represents the eastern district of Vermont in 
the Congress of the United States. The nucleus of a village 
begins to be gathered at Norwich Plain (heretofore Burton's 
Plain). 

1796 Decimal money first used in levying taxes in town meeting. 
The Connecticut first bridged between Norwich and Hanover. 

1796-1813 Paul Brigham, Lieutenant Governor. 

1797 The town first divided into school districts, 12 in number. 
The Norwich Hotel built by Col. Jasper Murdoch. 

1797 and 1803 Innoculation foi^ the small-pox provided by the town. 

Pest houses established. 
1801 Dismission of Rev. Lyman Potter. Compulsory support of 

minister by general taxation no longer enforced. 

1803 The bridge to Hanover falls into the river. 

1804 'Settlement ol R«!v. Jjimes W. Woodward. 
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1805 A ]>ostoffic<> established at Norwich Plain. July 1. 

1807 Tunipikf road to Chelsea laid throuuli the town. The funds 
of Windsor Couuty Grammar school transferred to Royaitou 
Academy. 

1809 Hon. Daniel Buck removes to Chelsea, where he dies in 181 ti. 

1810 The feeling in favor of war with Great Britain runs high in 
town. 

1815 The war continues popular to the end. The Methodists build 
their first meeting-house. Rapid growth of this sect in the 
northern and western portions of the town. 

1817 Differences as to the location of a new meeting-house result in 
• the building of two meeting-houses this year. The ehtirch build- 
ing at the village dedicated November 20, and the north meeting- 
house the 1st of the following January. President Monroe, in 
his tour through New England, visits Norwich and is formally 
received by the citizens at the Norwich Hotel. 

1819 Death of Elisha Burton, Esq. Rev. R. W. Bailey settled over 
the church at Norwich Plain. 

1820 Oapt. Alden Partridge opens his Military Academy at Nor- 
wich. Lieut. Goy. Paul Brighara declines re-election after 22 
years' service. 

1822 Rev. Samuel Croddard settled in the north parish. Death of 
Hon. Ebenezer Brown. 

1825 Captain Partridge removes his Military Academy to Middle- 
town, Ct. Death of Hon. Paul Brigham. 

182&-35 Height of the prosperity of the North Congregational So- 
ciety. 

1826 Baptist Church formed at Beaver ]\readow. • 

1827 First organized Temperance Society (in the north parish). 

1829 Hon. Thomas Emerson removes to Windsor, to become presi- 
dent of the bank there. Freshet carries away bridge and grist 
mill at Gleason s Flats. 

1830 The census of this year shows a population of 2316 — the maxi- 
mum number ever reached. Numbei- of children of school age, 
774. Captain Partridfje returns to Norwich and erects a second 
school building. Postoffice opened at Unioi^ Village (January 1). 
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1833 Baptist meeting:- house buiJt at lieaver Meadow. Death of 
Dr. Joseph Lewis. 

1834 S<.*hooI district No. 20 organized. 

1835 Norwich University established. An Episcopal church organ- 
ized. 

1836 The Methodists build a new brick meeting-house at Union Vil- 
lage. 

1837 hodist meet in house at Braver Meadow erected. 

1839 Th«' third toll-hrid>re Ix-tween Norwich and Hanover built, 
Uonurejzational vestry building, at Norwich Village, built at a 
cost of $700. 

1840 The Whigs acliieve a tenijx)! aiy victory, and elect JndLre Love- 
land to the Ipfrislature. Til liinfj-tm n and Jtaifimnls no longer 
elected at the annua! town meeting. The town purchases its 
first poor farm of Nathaniel Leavitt. 

1841 (Nov. 1) James Sweney murdered his wife. 
1842-3 F>ysipelas prevails in town and is very fatal. 

1842 Culniinalion of the "hard times" following the financial col- 
lapse of 1837. Nearly $1,000 of uncollected taxes on the lists of 
1840 and 1841. 

1843 Cai)t. Pai tridue resigns the presidency of Norwieh University, 
and is succeeded by ('ol. T. B. Kansom. Ex-Vice President of 
the Unit<'^l States, Richard M. Johnson, the guest of the town 
and is treated to a barbecue (Oct. 25). 

1844 Death of Rev. Samuel Ooddard. Two disastrous freshets, one 
in September did great damage in the north and west parts of 
the town ; and one in October earned away every bridge between 
Amsden's mill and the head of Blood Brook. 

1847 Col. Hansom in command of the New England Rep:iment (9th 
Infantry) Rails for Mexico (May I). He is killed at Ghapulte- 
pec, Mexico, at the head of a charging column (September IS). 

1845 The funeral of Col. Ransom at Norwich (February 22) at- 
tended with military honors. The lar^teat assembla^Ke of people 
ever seen here. The Passu nipsic Railroad completed through 
town. Postoffice established at FompanoosuG. 

1850 Printed annual reports of town officers first* provided for. 
18 >l Dr. Edward Bourne president of Norwich University, 
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1852 After holdinis: town and freemen's meetinsrs for ten years at 
the village, they are resumed at the old (center meeting-house 
i'ov a f<^\v years. 

1853 The town votes in February, 177 to 104, not to ratify the Pro- 
hibitory Liquor Law enacted by the Vermont legislature of 1852. 
The last toll-bridge between Norwich and Hanover destroyed by 
fire. 

1854 Sunday services discontinu( d in the north parish. Dissolution 
of the North Congregational chureh. Death of Captain Alden 

I'a i t ridge. Formation of the Kepublican party. End of the 
Democratic supremacy in town. 

1857 The second meeting:- house erected at the ' ' Center, ' ' sold at auc- 
tion to Chaa. A. and G. M. Slack for $100. 

1858 All town meetings held at the village from this date. 

1859 The Ledyard Free Bridge between Norwich and Hanover 
opened to public travel. (The first free bridge on Gonnectieut 
river). 

1861 The first volunteers for the war from Norwich (eight men) 
enlist (June 1) in Company C (Captain David T. Corbin), 3rd 
Regiment Vermont Volunteers. Gratuities to volunteers paid 
by Henry Blood, Esq. 

1863 An Episcopal church built at the village. ^ 

1865 Total amount of war expenses, $32,260. Amount of town debt 
reported <March) $27,169. 

186i> The ' * South Barracks * * building of Norwich University burned 
(March 13). Removal of the institution to Northfield the fol- 
lowing autumn. 

1867 The Norwich Classical and Enfrlish Boarding School open«!d 

(recembd I. Death of Dr. Shnbael Converse, 
18ti8 Death of lion. Harvey Burton. 

1"69 Great fusliet. Oct. 4, daniapn^ roads and bridjres to the 
amount of $4,000 to $6,000 in town, besides extensive injury to 
pi ivate property. President V. S. (rrant on his way from the 
White Mountains, received at Norwich and Hanover depot by a 
larjre eoneou^se of people. 

1870 Death of Hon. Aaron Loveland. 
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1873 Death of Fairbanks Bush, aged 100 years. Death of Dr. Ira 
Davis. 

1875 The *'01d Comer Store*' at Norwich village consumed by fire 
(August 4). The Baptist meeting-house at West Norwich de- 
molished and removed to Sharon village. 

1878 The Norwich Classical and English boarding school extinct. 

1880 The Norwich Public Libraiy established (December). Num- 
bei of children of school age (between five and twenty), 391. 

1883 The town (war) debt extinguishe'd. 

1889 Union Hotel and connecting buildings destroyed by fire 
(Dec. 29). 

1890 "The Newton Inn" erected by Dr. W. S, Bowles. 

1892 Ames' steam mill burned in August; rebuilt and a;;ain de- 
stroyed by fire, October, 1893. 

1895 Joseph Murdock committed suicide, Nov. 29, by hanging him- 
self to a tree in his garden. Vandals removed his body from 
the grave; were prosecuted and forced to pay heavy fines. 

1897 Academy building, formerly the north building of Norwich 
University, destroyed by fire, October 13. 

1898 School building, Norwich village, erected. 

1899 Robert Emerton killed by S. A. Bugbee. 
1901 First observance of Old Home Week, A 11^. 16. 

1904 IhirT-y Cooley, a child, run over and killed by a team near 
the bridge south of the railroad station. 



TOWN OFFICERS 
I. While an Independbnt Township 



Year First Sblectican 

1761 Samuel West 

1762 Abner Barker 
1763 

1764 Andrew Crocker 

1765 Jacob Burton 

1766 William Johnson 

1767 Peter Tluitcher 

1768 Samuel Partridge 

1769 Thomas Mnrdock 



Samuel Fenton Barnabas Delano 

John Slafter *• 

Medad Benton Hesekiah Johnson 



First Constable Town Clerk 

Andrew Crocker Eleaxar Waljes 



(None on record) Moses Holmes 

•« Eleazar Wales 



Thomas Murdock 
John Hatch 
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1770 •Hezekiah Johnson 

1 77 1 * Joseph Smalley 

1772 •Jacob Burton 

1773 ^Samuel Hutchinson 

1774 ♦Peter Olcott 
1775 

1776 Joseph Smalleir 

1777 Peter Olcott 

♦Snpervtfiots 



Tohn Slafter 
Francis Smalley 
John Hopson 
(Town dected trustees) 



tf 



u 
(« 



M 



Elijah Gates 



Peto- Olcott 
Joh«r Hatch 



2. Under Vt. State Government 

Year Fir.si Sti EcrMAN First Constahlk REPRKSKM Am ks 

1778 Peter Olcott Elijah Gates •Jacob Burton, Mch. Ses. 

Abd Curtis ) Octobei 
J(»eRh Hatch ) Session 

•Peter Olcntt and Thomas MurdocA were electeJ Representatives to the Ceneral 
Assembly in March, but on the convening of the legislature were each found to be 
chosen to the Council. They accordingly took their seats in that body. In September 
following, Messrs. Curtis and Hatch were chosen to tlie A'iSLiiibly. In the meantime 
Jacob Burton appear?; to have served, either by special appointment in the vacancy, or 
from consent by reason of having sat in the conventions of the preceduig year. The 
Assemfaiy Journal shows that Mr. Burton was appointed one of a committee on the 
second day of Hie March session, to draw np rule? for the regnilation of the Assembly. 
Until 1785, every town containing eighty taxable inhabitants was allowed by a provision 
of the constitution, to send two representatives. 

'779 
1780 



t7Si 
17S2 

i7«3 



Nathaniel Brown 
Hezekiah Johnson 

Abel Curtis 



Asa Story 
Solomon Cushman 



Unrepresented 
Thomas Murdock 
Elisha Burton 
Abel Curtis 
Etisha Button 
Abel Curtis 
Thomas Murdock 
Elijah Gates Elisha Burton Elisha Burton 

*Paul Brfgiiam 

*Abel Curtis died Oct. i, 1783, when member dect. Paul Brigbam was chosen to 
his plac e at a special town meeting held for that putpose a few days after the assembling 

of the legislature. 

John Wright 



James Smalley 
Benjamin Hatch 
Elisha Burton 



1784 Samuel Waterman 



1785 
1786 

1787 
1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 



Jof^eph Hatch 
William Lewis 



Thomas Murdock 
Daniel Buck 



Hezekiah Goodrich 
Joseph Bartlett 
Asa Story 
Adrian Hatch 

Calvin Seaver 
Koswell Olcott 



Elisha Burton 
Elijah Gates 

Jacob Burton 

Paul Brigham 

Elisha Burton 
«i 

it 

Joseph Hatch 
Paul Brigham 
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1792 


■ f AllMUII VI 10 


Piercit Rtirton 


Aa.ron Storrs 


I 7Q*l 




«< 


Daniel Bock 

WtmMM^mW wK^»9m 










• /y> 


ViriUiAin Levis 


lehiel Hoardman 

■ ^^aaa^a A^«4^aamAUA^aia 


John Kush 


•79" 


(• 


44 




•797 


I<^n Slafter 


4< 


Roswell Olcott 


I7q8 

'79° 


l*if»rrp Riirtnn 


Paler Thatcher 






FlliiihA Burton 


II 


lLlLftli2L Burton 

jh<aa*yi t w 4^wa kwat 


iSoo 


A* 


John Burton 


41 


f ftof 


it 




Peter Olcott 


IK02 


Pierce Burton 


Klijiih Vcmuiis. Jr. 


Pierce Burton 


i8ot 




Don J. Brigham 


Hezekiah Goodrich 


1 80 J 


KIwfiezer Brown 


« 


44 




S itiiucl Watdfinaii 


John Brown 


Pierce Burton 


1806 


Ebenezar lirown 


44 


Daniel Buck 


ilk>7 


Hezekiah Cioodrich 


M 


44 


180S 




44 


loaenh Lewis 


1809 


Daniel G. Baker 


41 


Pierce Burton 




losAnk Howes 


<4 


a 


rStt 


II . 


•4 


44 




lesse Stoddard 


Sinion Baldwin 


44 


1815 


Toseoh Howe^ 


fohn Brown 

M ^^mm mm WW wm 


ii 


1814 


Pierce Burton 


•4 


Israel Xcwton 


1815 


if 


• 4 


Don J. lii'igham 




Don f Sirifftiam 

A^Vtl 3* J^l H Mill* 

it 


44 


14 
44 


I8I7 
I8I8 


Pierce Hurton 


KdmondC Hovev 


II 


1819 


Don 1. Biurham 


44 


44 


1820 




m 


Aaron Lovdand 


1831 


CaJvin Seavcr 


44 


44 




lohn Emerson 


Ii 


44 


i8a3 


fohn Brown 


Elisha Partridge 


44 




Tbcmuui Kinenon 


( i \ Mil nt 


Thomas Elmenon 

& ii VIBI*'» Jt^lMV^flVPI 


1825 


« 


Edmniul (J. llovey 


<4 


i8a6 


u 


Levi Sanborn 


41 


i8j7 


Ethan BuniaD 


Edmond C. Hovev 


41 


1898 








1839 


Alba Stimson 


David P'reeman 


Cvrus Partridse 


i8to 


M 


14 


EHias Lyman, Jr. 


1831 


<i 


Ebenezar B. Brown 


44 


1832 


EHhs Lyman 


44 






Don J. Brigham 


II 


Alden Partridge 




Jamea Hanrison 


M 


i< 


1835 


C^rus Paitiidge 


44 


Cyrus Partridge 


1836 


«< 


44 




1837 


u 


44 

* 


Alden Partridge 


18^8 


M 


41 


Thomas Hazen 


1839 


ii 




Alden Partridge 


1840 


John Wright 


William H. Lewis 


Aaron Loveland 
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1841 William Loveland 

184a Ebmieiar B. Brown 

1843 John Wright 

1844 

184s Josej^ P. Wyatt 

1846 ** 

1847 Isaac Pierc« 

1848 AltnStiinMm 
1849 

1850 William E. Lewb 
1851 

1852 " 
1853 

1854 Elias Newton 

1855 
1856 

1857 

t8s8 John W. Lovdand 

»8<:q Kher N. Clark 

i»6o Frederick W. Strong 

t86i Eber N. Qaik 

1862 Joseph H. Pratt 

1863 John W. Loveland 
1864 

1865 

1866 Shubad Convene 
1867 

1868 Edward M. Lewis 

1869 Ebenettr B. Brown 

1870 Edward M. Lewis 
1871 

1872 John W. Loveland 

1873 Angustus C. Lyman 
1^4 Charies C. Sawyer 
1875 

1876 David A. Lovdand 

1877 Bartlett Sargent 

1878 Henry Hutchinson 

1879 Richard Waterman 

1880 John W. Lovdand 

1881 Amberg V. Tnmer 
1882 

1883 * • 

1884 Geoige Measenger 

1885 Bartlett Sai^ent 

1886 Ambeig V. Tamer 

1887 *» 

1888 John A. Sargent 

1889 R.E.C00IC 
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William £. Lewis 

M 

Samnel Wright 

u 
«» 
i> 

t4 
M 
M 
»l 

Charles Hatch 

Eiekid Gile 
u 

WUHam E. Lewia 

M 
u 
u 
«« 

M 
M 
«( 
t« 

M 
M 

• 

John A. Saigent 

John W. Armstrong 
Don A. Brigham 
Samud A« Armstrong 

M 
It 
H 
44 
«t 
M 
tt 

Charles E. Ensworth 

Samuel A. Annstrong 

«( 

M 
U 

ik 
M 

X 
M 
U 
(t 



Ira Davis 
«« 

u 

Ebenezar Spear, md 
Shubad Convene 

M 

William Lovdand 
No election 
Ebenezar Spear, and 
Ebenesar B. Brown 

Samuel Gnrldard 
Lewis S. Fanridge 

M 

Franklin L. Olds 

ti 

William £. Lewis 
Joseph T. Lovdand 
John W. lovdand 

M 

Joseph II. Pratt 
William E. Lewis 
Aaron G. Pease 

Joseph T. Lovdand 

Ik 

Ebenezar B. Brown 

M 

No dectlon 
Winiam E. Lewis 
John Datton 
Bartlett Saigent 
William £. Lewis 
Samud H. Currier 
Henry V. Partridge 
Ambeig V. Tnm^ 
George Messenger 
Aarrn Lovdand 
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1890 

1 891 

189* 

1893 
J894 

1895 
1896 
1897 
1S98 
1899 
1900 
190X 
1901 

1903 
1904 



Sam'l Hutchinson 
A. V. Turner 
T- A. Hazen 
J. W. Hutchinson 
A. V. Turner 
C. W. Brown 

H. S. Goddard 
C. W, Brown 

M 



F. S. Nott 



Samuel A. Armstrong 
J. W. Armstrong 



R. E. Cook 



M. W. Bruce 



F. A. Fitxgendd 



W. H. Clogston 
David A. Loveland 

Sam'l Hutchinson 

£.W.O]ds 

R. T. Lewis 
«« 

Hersey E. Kendall 
R. a; TUden 



THE xNORVVlCIi PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Norwich Public Library Association was organized in Decem- 
ber, 1880, with the following officers : J.G. Stimson, President ; Thos. 
A. Hazen, Vice President; William H. Currier, Secretary; Mrs E. 
W. Olds, Librarian ; William E. Lewis, Treasurer; and M. L. God- 
dard, Miss Sarah J. Burton, and Rev. N. R. Nichols, Trustees. At 
first the books of the library were kept in the upper rooms of the 
vestry in Norwich village ; then rem n'ed to the Academy building, 
where they remained until fire destroyed that structure, October 5, 
1897 ; thence to the James Hutchinson house on Main Street, whence 
they were removed to their present new home further up the stre.'t. 

Before the erection of the library building, a subscription paper 
was put into circulation, both at home and abroad, which returned in 
due time with sufficient encouragement to warrant the project of 
building. 

A contract was soon made with E. F. Phelps of Lebanon, N. H., 
and on the loth day of September, 1901, the first removal of earth for 
the foundation of the structure was made. The building was finished 
on the 22d of the following February, ready to be turned over to the 
Trustees of the association. The following account of the dedicatory 
exercises was kindly prepared by Miss Mary Loveland : 

"Norwich Library is a dedicated reality — on the afternoon of 
February 26, 1902, a goodly company gathered in the Congregational 
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Church to listen to interesting and instructive dedicatory exercises. 
Two from Dartmouth College, Prof. C. F. Richardson and Prof. 
Justin H. Smith, talked about the inilucnce of books oii a conim unity, 
and small libraries. Professor Richardson, with many other helpful 
suggestions, gave one he wished remembered, if the rest were for- 
gotten : to read, on an average, one book each fortnight. 

*' Professor Smith, a former resident of the town, before telling of 
small libraries of great men, gave an account of the ' Pr^istoric Age ' 
of the Norwich Library — a movement among some of the boys which 
secured books that were later turned over to this association. It may 
be stated that the Young Men's Christian Association had books 
which were handed down. Mr. H. V. Partridge was the historian of 
the library, and Mr. H. B. Olds urged town loyalty upon the residents. 
£. F. Phelps of Lebanon* the contractor, formally presented the keys, 
which were received by Rev. N. R. Nichols, one of the Trustees, who 
also gave a financial statement rendered by Miss S. J. Burton, ami 
offered prayer. The church choir furnished two anthems for the 
occasion." 

The success of this enterprise in all ways ; in the amount of gnod 
literature upon its shelves, its continued and increasing patronage by 
the lovers of good reading matter, and in the well arranged and 

attractive structure provided for its«home, is highly gratifying to its 
friends. While enjoying this pleasing condition of affairs, let us not 
forget the sources of the means to provide all this. With no lessen- 
ing appreciation of what others have done, stern duty — to which we 
all render ready obedience in this instance — requires that we never 
forget the long and unceasing efforts so cheerfully rendered by Miss 
Sarah J. Burton and by the late'M. £. Goddard, in creating and 
advancing this pleasant educational undertaking. 
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ERRATA 

Page 125. --3rd line, "Joseph " should be Jacob. 

29th line, ** Where Ira Davis iirst kept the office" should 
not ai^pear. 

Page 165. — 13th and i6th lines, Bennington" should read 
Brownington: 

Page 211. — 6th line under caption, "Captain Joseph Hatch," second 
instead of ''first." 
4th line, " 1771 " should read 1773. 

Page 190.— 17th line, " Cominander " should read Captain. 
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